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INTRODUCTION. 



JN O one, who has been an attentive obferverof the 
violent and dangerous attempts which have been 
made, and are ftlll making, againft the Federal 
Conftitution, and confequently againft the peace, 
profperity, and happinefs of our country, can have 
failed to perceive, that they had their rife in the de- 
ception which has been fo induftrioufly circulated 
through every part of the United States. It is not 
to be prefumed, indeed, that the leaders in this hof- 
tile and formidable combination have been de- 
ceived : they have long been marflialled and ready 
for the attack : but it is the delufion, which has 
been quietly fufFered to fteal its way among the peo- 
ple, that has called them into the field, and encou- 
raged them to aflault firft the outworks, and at 
laft the very citadel of our liberties and our lives. 

The fource of this delufion it is not difficult to 
difcover : we have it continually before our eyes : I 
mean the public paprs, and I fpeak with a very few 
exceptions. 

The General Government adopted the moft effec- 
tual meafures for facilitaHng the conveyance of in- 
formation to every quarter' of the Union, at the 
leaft poffible expenfe. Hence fubfcribers to papers 
were found in abundance ; and the editors, ftriking 
off numerous impreifions, were, of courfe, enabled 
to furnifh them at a low price. The intention 
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of Ihe (Government, as exprcfled by the Prefijent 
himlelf, was certainly the moft beneficent, that of 
ipreading true information and vfeful knowledge 
among all dafles of the coiAmunity. But what has 
been the confequence ? Exactly the contrary. The 
French revolution burrt forth like a volcano, and 
its devouring lava reached even us. The editors, 
perceiving the partiality of the irtofl numerotis ,c\z.(i 
pf their fubfcribers for this revolution, and att the 
novel and wild principlel^it has given rife t«l^ have 
been feduced, by the loVe of gain, to flatter that 
pafttiality, by extfljling thofe principles at the ex- 
penfe of every thing, their own private intereft ex- 
cepted. Their papers, ^hich fwarm like fummer 
flies, are become the vehicles of falfehood in place 
•f trqth, of igfioranee in place of knowledge. Like 
tbfe fenebrificous ftars mentioned by a celebrated 
authoi^i theyTfhed darknefs in place of light. 

.A veil has been (»refully drawn over the diC- 
trefles and horrors refulting from the anarchical 
lyftem of France ; or, when this could not be done, 
when the editors have feared to be anticipated by 
their fellow-labourers, they have endeavoured to 
outvie each other in apologies for what ought to 
have been held up to deteftation, or, at leafl:, as 
an awful lefTon to ourfelves. Every one, even of 
the rnofl. deflrudive and impious adls of that pre- 
tended republic, has been trumpetted forth as the 
efieft of a liberal and enliglitencd policy ; while no 
infinuation, no fubtilty, no audacious falfehood, has 
been left unefTayed to thwart all the meafures of 
our own mild and wife government, to disfigure its 
principles, and iever it from the affe<ilioiis of the 
people. 

To countervail the malignant efforts of thefe re- 
^ilers has ever been my with ; and, I hope, it will 

not 
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not' be tlioiigbt prcfumption in me, if I believe 
tha^'tiic trifies from ray pen which the public have 
honoured with their pcrufal, havcj in Ibme flight 
degree, had the defire# cfFeft. But, alas ! what 
can a flraggling pamphlet, neceflarily confined to 
a flngle lubjet^, do agninft a hundred thouf'and 
volumes of raifcellancous falfehood in folio ? Their 
fheets, if exterlfled, would more than cover the 
lurfisp of our country. 

In. ^ppoling a literarj^monfter ^e this, I am 
.§ware tliat a Porcupine, iwth all his quills, can ne- 
ver hope for complete fiiccefs ; but nothing canj^e 
accomplifhcd without being beJBn : I hope to call 
up abler hands to my aid ; to me it will bealuffi- 
cient honour to have led the way. 

This I fliall attempt in a monthly work, of the 
fame bulk and price as the one whiclwis hei^ fu6- 
mitted to the public. In this work I ^all ta£e 4 re- 
view of the political tranfa(?lio»8 of tl\g pad month ; 
give an account of every democratic trick, whe- 
ther of native growth, or imported from abroad; 
unravel the windings of the pretended patriots, 
and more particularly tholl- of the jlota 'merchants ; 
and I truli I ihall be enabled to give monthly a 
iketch of political a ffai PS more fatistai^tory, becaufe 
more correct, than has ever yet appeared in this 
country. Thele will be the leading objeiSls ; but 
I fhall exclude nothing not entirely foreign to tfk: 
nature of the work, that may contribute to the ule 
oramutement of my readers. 

The nevvfpapefs are lupported by fubfcription, 
and for that very reafon the Cenfor fhall not. As 
long as people read, fo long fhall I write ; and, 
when the bookfeller advertifes me that the work lies 
on his fhelf, it will be a very good hint for me to 
draw in my quills. 

B 3 Here, 
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Here, then, begins a helium eternum bclwccrt 
the fabricating Quidnuncs and me. — ^There is my 
glove, gentlemen ; take it up as foon as you will. 
You well know that your abufe will infinitely re- 
dound to my honour; and therefore, to filence 
me, by rendering my work ileril and uninterefling, 
you are reduced to the cruel neceility of telling the 
truth. 
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Meeting of Congrejs — A Speaker chofen^^Prefidenl 
Speech. 

Monday, 7/A December, 1795. 

J. HE Houfcj being met, proceeded to the choice" 
of a Speaker and a Clerk ; when Mr. Jonathan Day- 
ton, one of the Repretentatives for the State of New- 
Jerfey, was chofen Speaker, and Mr. John Beckley 
Clerk. 

Tuesday, Zih December; 1795. 

The Senators and Reprefentativesbeingaflemble^ 
in the chamber of the latter, the Preiident of the 
United States entered, took the chair, and opened 
the feflion with the following fpeech : 



I 



FeJIozv-clthevs of the Senate and 
Honfe of Reprefentatives, 

I truft I do not deceive myfelf, while 1 indulge 
the perfuafion that 1 have never met you at any pe- 
riod when, more than at the prefent, the fituation of 
our public affairs has afforded juft caufe for mutual 
congratulation, and for inviting you to join with me 
in profound gratitude to the Author of all good for 
the numerous and extraordinary bleffings we enjoy. 



d 



I 



* This Number of the Ccnfor was originally calkd Tht 
ProfpiB /rim the Ceagrefi GaiUry ; and as fuch It lias beeo fonie<* 
times referred to. 
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The termination of the long, expenfive, and dif- 
treffing war, in which we have been engaged with cer- 
tain Indians north-weft of the Ohio, is placed ia 
the option of the United States, by a treaty which 
the Commander of our array has concluded provi- 
lionally with the hoftile tribes in that region. In the 
adjuftment of the terms, the fatisfa6tion ol the In- 
dians was deemed an objedt worthy no If fs of the 
policy than of the liberality of the United States, as 
the neceffary bafis of durable tranquillity. The ob- 
. jcft, it is believed, has been fully attained. The 
articles agreed upon will immediately be laid before 
the Senate for their confideration. 

The Creek and Cherokee Indians, who alone of the 
Ibuthern tribes had annoyed our frontiers, have 
lately confirmed their pre-exifling treaties with us ; 
and were giving evidence of a fincere difpofition to , 
carry them into effeft, by the furrender of the prifon- 
ers and property they had taken. — But we have to 
lament, that the fair profpe6t in this quarter has been 
once more clouded by wanton murders, which fome 
citizens of Georgia are reprefented to have recently 
perpetrated on hunting-parties of the Creeks ; which 
have again fubjedted that frontier to difquietude and 
danger, which will be produ«5live of further ex- 
penle, and may occalion more effufion of blood. 
Meafures are purfuing to prevent or mitigate the 
ufual confequences of fuch outrages ; and with the 
hope of their fucceeding — at leaft to avert ge- 
neral hoftility. 

A letter from the Emperor of Morocco announces 
to me his recognition of our treaty made with his 
father, the late Emperor, and confequently the con- 
tinuance ©f peace with that power. With peculiar 
fatisfa(5tion I add, that information has been received 
from an agent deputed on our part to Algiers, im- 
porting, that the terms of a treaty with the Dey and 
Regency of that country bad been adiuft.ed in fuch 
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a manner aa ifl authurize the expeftation of a fpeedjr 
peace, arid the reftorat'ion of our unfortunate fcUow- 
citizens from a grievous captivity. 

The Uteft advices from our Envoy at the Court of 
Madrid give, moreover, the pleating information, 
that he had received airurances of a fpeedy and la- 
tisfadlory conclufion of his negotiation. While the 
event, depending upon unjuftified particulars, can- 
not be regarded as afcertiined, it is agreeable to 
cherifli the expeflation of an iffue, which, fecuring 
amicably very eirential iuterelLs of the United States, 
will at the fame time lay the foundation of lalliog 
harmony vvitli a power whofe friendfhip we have 
uniformly and lincerely delired to cultivate. 

Though not before officially difclofcd to the 
Houle of Reprefentatives, you, Gentlemen, are all 
apprized, that a treaty of amity, commerce, and na- 
vigation, has been negotiated vvitli Great Britala ; 
and that the Senate have aJviled aiid confented to 
its ratification, upon acondition, which excepts part 
of one article. Agreeably thereto, and to the belt 
judgment I was able to t'orm of the public intereft, 
after full and mature dehbcration, I have added my 
fanftion. The refult on the part of his Britannic 
Majefiy is unknown. When received, the fubjcd't 
will, without delay, be placed before Congrefs, 

This interetling fummary of our affairs, with re- 
gard to the foreign powers, between whom and the 
United States coiUroverfics have luLfilied ; and 
with regard alfo to thofe of our Indian neighbours, 
with whom we have been in a ft ate of enmity or 
mltunderftanding, opens a wide field for confoling 
and gratitying reflexions. If, by prudence and mo- 
deration onevery fide, the cxtinguilliment of all.thc, 
caufes of external difcord, whicli have heretofore 
menaced our tranquillity, on terms compatible with 
our national rights and honour, fhall be the happy 

refult J 
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refult ; how firm and how precious a foundation will 
have been laid for accelerating, niatiaringj and efla- 
blifliing the profperity of our country ! 

Contemplating the internal lituation, as well as 
the external relations of the United States, we difco- 
ver equal caufe for contentment and fatisfadiion. 
While many of the nations of Europe, with their 
American dependencies, have been involved in a 
conteft unufually bloody, exhaufling, andcalamitous, 
in which the evils of foreign war have been aggra- 
vated by domeftic convulfion and infurrc6tion ; in 
which many of the arts moil ufeful to fociety have 
been expofed to ditcouragement and decay ; in which 
icarcity of fubfiftence has embittered other fufFerings 
—while even the anticipation of a return of the 
bleffings of peace and repofe is alloyed by the 
ienfe of heavy and accumulating burdens, which 
prcfs upon all the departments of indultry, and 
threaten to clog the future fprings of Government — 
our favoured country, happy in a ftriking contraft, 
has enjoyed a general tranquillity ; a tranquillity the 
more fatisfadory, becaufe maintained at the cxpenfe 
of no duty. Faithful to ourfelves, we have violated 
po obligation to others. Our agriculture, commerce, 
and manufadlures profper beyond former example ; 
the moleftations of our trade (to prevent a continu- 
ance of which, however, very pointed remonftrances 
have been made) being overbalanced by the aggre- 
gate benefits which it derives fropi a neutral pofition. 
Our population advances with a celerity, which, ex- 
ceeding the moft fanguine calculations, proportion- 
ally augments our ftrength and rcfources, and gua- 
rantees our future fccurity. Every part of the Union 
difplays indications of rapid and various improve- 
ment : and with burdens fo light as fcarcely to be 
perceived ; withrefources fully adequate to ourpre- 
fcnt exigencies '; with Governments founded on the 
geDuiDeprmciplcs of rational libcTly, aud v«\\.Vv toM 
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and wholeforae laws ; is it too much to fay, that our 
country exhibits a fpeAacle of national happineft 
never furpafled, if ever before equalled ? 

Placed in a iituation every way aufpicious, mo- 
tives of commanding force impel us, with fincere 
acknowledgment to Heaven, and pure love to oui 
country, to unite our efforts to prefervc, prolong,^ 
and improve our immeiile advantages. To co-ope- 
rate with you in tiiis defirable work, is a fervent and 
favourite wifh of my heart. 

It is a valuable ingredient in the general eftimatej 
of our welfare, that the part of our country which" 
was lately the fcene of diforder and infurredtion, 
BOW enjoys the bleffings of quiet and order. The 
mifled have abandoned their errors, and pay the 
refpedV to our contlitution and laws, which is due 
from good citizens to the public authorities of the 
fociety. Theie circiimflances have induced me to 
pardon, generally, the offenders here referred to ; 
and to extend forgivenefs to thofe who had been 
adjudged to capital punithment. For though I fliall 
always think it a facred duty to exercife with firm- 
nefs and energy the conftitntional powers with 
which I am vefted ; yet it appears to me no lefs con- 
[liAeiit with the public good, than it is with my per- 
fonal feelings, to mingle in the operations of Govern- 
ment every degree of moderation and tendernefs, 
which the national jullicc, dignity, andlafety may 
I permit. 

GentkrtietJ, 

Among the objects which will claim your attention 

, in the courfe of thefeflion, a review of our roiHtary 

i eftabliihment is not theleaft important. It is called 

' for by the events which have changed, and may be 

lexpetl:ed flill further to change, the relative fitua- 

tion of our frontiers. In this review, you will 

doubtlefs allow due weight to the confideration tliat 

the queflions between us and certain foreign poweri 
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are not yet finally adjufled ; that the war in Earop(^ 
is not yet terminated ; and that our weflern pofls, 
when recovered, will demand provifion f<Ar>garrifon- 
ing and fecuring them. A flatementof our prefcnt 
military force will be laid before you by the depart- 
ment of war. 

With the review of our army eltablifliment is na- 
turally connedted that of the militia. It will merit 
inquiry, what imperfedtions in the exiting plan, 
fiirther experience may have unfolded. The fubje<St 
b of fo much moment in my efiimation, as to excite 
a conftant folicitude, that the conlidcration of it may- 
be renewed, till the greateft attainable perfedlion 
ihall be accompliflied. Time is wearing away fome 
advantages for forwarding the object, while none 
better deferves the perfevering attention of the pub- 
lic councils. 

While we indulge the fatisfadtion which the ac- 
tual condition of our weftern borders fo well autho- 
rizes, it is neceflary that we fhould not lofe fight of 
an important truth, which continually receives new- 
confirmations, namely, that the provifions hereto- 
fore made with a view to the protedtion of the In- 
dians from the violences of the lawlefs part of our 
frontier inhabitants are infuificient. It is demon- 
llrated that thefe violences can now be perpetrated 
with impunity. And it can need no argument to 
prove, that unlefs the murdering of Indians can be 
refirained, by bringing the murderers to condign 
punifhment, all the exertions of the Government to 
prevent defl:rudlive retaliations by the Indians will 
prove fruitlefs, and all oilr prefent agreeable pro- 
Ipedls illufory. The frequent deftrudlion of innocent 
women and children, who are chiefly the vidlims of 
retaliation, muft continue to fhock humanity ; and 
caufe an enormous expenfe to drain the treafury 
of the Union. 

To 
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To enfcrce upon the Indians the obfervance of 
' jaftice, it is indirpcnfable that there Ihall be compe- 
tent meant "oi rendering juflice to them. If thefe 
means can be deviled by the wifdom of Congrefs, 
and efpecially if there can be added an adequate pro- 
vifion for fupplying the neceffif ics of the Indians, on 
reafouable terms (a raeafure, the mention of which 
I the more readily repeat, as in all the conferences 
with them they urge it with folicitude), I Ihould not 
helitate to entertain a ftrohg hope of rendering our 
tranquillity permanent. I add with picafure, that 
the probability even of their civilization is not di- 
minilhed by the experiments which have been thus 
far made, under the aufpices of Government. The 
accompli th men t of this work, if practicable, will 
rcflcft undecaying luftre on our natioilal chara<5ter, 
and adminifler the raofl: grateful conlblations that 
virtuous minds can know. 

Genllsmeii of ihs Houfe of Reprefenlallves, 
The fiate of our revenue, with the fums which have 
teen borrowed and reimburfed, purfuant to difTer- 
ent afls of Congrefs, will be fubreiitted from the pro- 
per departments ; together with an eflimate of the 
appropriations neceflary to be made for the (crvice of 
the cnfuing year. 

Whether meafures may not be advifable to rein- 
force the provifion for the redemption of the public 
debt, will naturally engage your examination. Con- 
grefs have demo nitrated their fenie to be, and it 
"were fuperfluous to repeat mine, that whatlbever 
will tend to accelerate the honourable extinction of 
our public debt, accords as much with the true in- 
t^reft of our country, as with 
our conllituents. 

Genikmm of the Senate mid 
Houfe of ReprefenUitiveSf 

The (iatements which will be laid before yoti re- 
lative ^o the mint, will Ihow the fituation of that 

inftitution i 
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inftitution ; and the ncccffity of forae further leg'if* 
lative provifions, for carrying the bulineis of it more 
completely into efFc<ft ; and for checking abufes 
which appear to 'be arifing in particular quar- 
ters. 

The progrefs in providing materials for the fri- 

fates, and in building them ; the ftate of the forti- 
cations of our harbours ; the meafures which have 
been purfued for obtaining proper iites for arienals, 
and for rcplenifhing our magazines with military 
ftores ; and the fteps which have been taken towards 
the execution of the law for opening a trade with 
the Indians ; will likewife be prefented for the in-t 
formation of Congrefs. 

Temperate diicuflion of the important fubje^s 
^hich may arife in the courfe of the fellion, and 
mutual forbearance where there is a difference of 
opinion, are too obvious and neceflary for the peace, 
happinefs, and welfare of our country, to need any 
fX^commendation of mine. 
United States ^ 
%th Pec. 1795. 

Remarks. — ^The Prefident's fitaation was at this 
time almofl entirely new. Never, till a few months 
preceding this feflion, had the tongue of the moft 
iadtious gander dared to make a public attack on his 
charafter. This was the firfl time he had ever en- 
tered the walls of Copgrefe without a full alTurance 
of meeting 4 welcome from every heart. He now 
faw, even among thofe to whom he addreffed him- 
felf, numbers who were ready to thwart his mea- 
fures, and prefcnt him the cup of humiliation, filled 
to the brim. 
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^Dehfe (in (he Senate *J on the Addrejs lo the Prffidertt 

in Anfdoer to hh Speeeh. 

Friday, Dec. 11. 

The addrefs in anfwer to the Freficlcnt's fpeech 

[vas taken up by paragraphs. 

The two laft^laufes but one, whicli are as foU 

[lows, were moved to beflruck out by Mr. Mafon: 

** The interefi ing profpefl of our affairs with re- 
gard to the foreign powers, between whom and the 
United States controverfics have lubfilTed, is not 

I more fatisfaftory than the review of our iutcrnaV 

[iituation : if from the former we derive an expe£la- 
tion of the extinguifhment of all the canfes of ex- 
ternal difcord that have heretofore endangered our 
tranquillity, and on terms confiftent with our na- 
tional honour and fafcty, iu the latter we difcover 
tliofe numerous and vvide-fpread tokens of profpe- 
rity, which in fo peculiar a manner diftinguith our 
happy country. 

*' Circumttances thus every way aufpicious demand 
OUT gratitude and finccre acknowledgments to Al- 
mighty God, and require that we fhould unite our 
efforts in imitation of your enlightened example, to 
cftablifli and prefcrve the peace, freedom, and pro- 
iperity of our country." 

Mr. Mason obferved, that he had hoped, nothing 
contained in the addrefs reported as an anfwer to the 
Prefident's fpeech, would have been fuch as to force 
the Senate to precipitate decifions. The two claufea 
he objected to dit'appointed him in that hope. They 
were calculated to bring again into view the im- 
portant fobje£t which occupied the Senate during 
their June ieffion. This he conceived would an- 



* When no mention is made of the Houfe in which the debate 
has taken place, the reader will pleafe to obferve, tliat it is meant 
,. \it\ the Houfe ot Reprefeniativc!. 
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fwer no good purpofe ; the minority on that occaiion 
were not now to be expected to recede from the 
opinion they then held ; and they could not there- 
fore join in the indirect fclf-approbation which the 
majority appeared to with for, and which was moft 
certainly involved in the two claufcs which he hoped 
would be ftruck out. If his motion were agreed to, 
the remainder of the addrcfs would, in his opinion, 
Aand unexceptionable. He did not fee, for his 
part, that our lituation is every way aufpicious. 
Notwithllanding the treaty, our trade is grievoufly 
moleAed. 

Mr. KiNTc obfcrvcd, that the principal features 
obfervable in the anfwcr reported to the Prcfident's 
addrefs, were, to keep up that harmony of intcr- 
courfe which ought to fubfiil between ihcLcgiflature 
and the Prefidcnt, and to exprrfs confidence in the 
undiminifhcd firmnefs and love of country which 
always chara<ftcrize our chief executive roagiflrate. 
He obje(£ted to flrikinp out ofpccially the firll claufe, 
bccaufe founded on undeniable truth. It only de- 
clares, that our profpe<51:s, as to our external rela- 
tions, are not more latisfadlory, than a review of 
our internal lituation would prove. Was not this 
reprelentation true, he afkcd ; could it be contro- 
verted ? This claufc, he contended, contained no- 
thing reafonably objct'-tion.able; it did not fay as 
much as the fccond, to which only moft of the ob- 
jedtions of the Member up before him applied, an 
anfvver to which he fhould defer, expelling that a 
queftion would be put on each in order. 

The claufc, he faid, ap])eared to him drawn up 
in fuch terms as could not offend the niceft feelings 
of the minority on the important decifion in June ; 
it was particularly circumfpedl and cautious. If 
liable to objection, it was in not going as fai; as the 
truth would wari:ant.' 

SomQ 
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Some converfation toolc place as to the mode re- 
quired, by order, for putting the queftion ; whether it. 
ihould not be put on each claufe feparately, or whe- 
ther upon ftriking out both at once. 

The Chair requefted that the motion fhould be re- 
duced to writing. Mr. Mafon accordingly" reduced _ 
it to writing, and it went to Itriking out both claufes 
at once. 

Mr. Mason agreed moft cordially that the litua- 
tion of our external relations was not more a caule 
of joy than our lituation at home. But the obvious 
meaning of the claufe he conceived was an indirect 
approval of our lituation relative to external con- 
cerns ; and to this he could not give his aflent, as 
he did not confider their afpedl as prolperous ot 
aufpicious. 

Mr. BtTTLER faid, that when the Committee was 
appointed to draft an anfwer, he hoped they would 
have ufed fuch general terms as to have, fecured an 
unanimous vote. He was willing to give the Chief 
Magiftrate fuch an anfwer, as refpedtto his flatiott 
entitled him to, but not fuch a one as would do 
violence to his regard for the conftitution and bis 
duty to his conflituents. He could not approve of 
long and detailed anfwers, however unexception- 
able the fpeech might be in matter, and however 
refpedable the charadler might be from whom it 
came. He had hoped, from the peculiar fituation 
of the country, and of the Senate, that nothing 
would have been brought forward in the anfwer on 
the fiibje6l which agitated the June executive feflion', 
calculated to wound the feelings of members. He 
had been difappointed ; it was evident, that fome 
members of the Senate could not give their vote in 
favour of the addrefs in its prefent Ihape, without 
involving themfelves in the moil palpable inconfift- 
ency. 

VOL. iir. c He 
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He had longfince, for his own part, declared htm* 

felf againfl every article of the treaty, becaufe in no 
inflancc was it bottomed dn reciprocity, the only ho- 
nourable baiis. After this declaration, how could 
he, or thofe who roincided in opinion with him, 
agree to the prefcnt.addn-fs without involving them* 
Iclves in the moft palpable inconfiflency ? 

He did not agree with the Gentleman of New- 
York, in liis cxpofition of the meaning of the 
claufcs objctf^cd to. Tlicy certainly declare our 
situation ns to our external relations to be favour- 
able. Ourfituation, as far as it refpetSls Great Bri* 
tain, he contended was not in the Icaft ameliorated. 
— Tlieir depredations on our commerce have not 
been lefs frequent of late than at any other period 
lince the beginning of her war with France. Her 
orders for the feixure of all our vcflcls laden with 
provifions cannot furcly be a fubjcc-l for congratu- 
lation. "When it became authenticated that our 
trade was relieved from thcfe cmharrafiinents, then 
he was confident members of Senate, who were 
with him in fentiment, would readily cxprefs their 
fatisfadtion at the aufpicious prol'pcdt opened for 
this country to the enjoyments of tran<]uillity and 
happinefs. But until that happy time ihould ar- 
rive, he could not give his voice to deceive the in- 
habitants of the United States, remote from the 
iburces of information, to hoodwink them by ianc- 
tioning with his vote a Itatement unwarranted by 
truth, and prefcnting to them a pidture of public 
happinefs not fancSlioned by fadt. 

The fentence objedlcd to, notwithflandingthe ex- 
planation of the Gentleman from New-York, appear- 
ed to him fo worded as to lead the citizens at large 
to believe that the fpoliations on our commerce 
were drawing to a fortunate clofe. This was not, 
he conceived, warranted by the exifting flate of 
things. Indeed he proteAed, he knew no more of 
4 the 
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the actual fituation of the treaty negotiation, than 
the rcmoteft farmer in the Union : could he then de J 
clare, he aiked, that it was drawing to a happy] 
clofe ? Indeed, from the lateft information received, 
far from our fituation having been ameliorated by 
the negotiation of our Executive, he conceived oui>^ 
trade as much in jeopardy as ever. 

As to the internal profpcrity, he owned there was 
fome caufe for congratulation ; but even in this hi^J 
convitStion could not carry him as far as the claufeaJ 
in the addrefs teemed to go. In a pecuniary pointJ 
of view the country had made a vifible progrefs;, 
but he faw in it no bafis of permanent profpcrity. 
There were no circum fiances attendant on it, that] 
gave a fair hope that the profpcrity would be per- 
manent. The chief canfe of our temporary pecu-J 
niary profpcrity is the war in Europe, which occa-i 
lions the high prices our produce at pret'ent com- 
mands : when that is terminated, thofe advantage- 
ous prices will of coiirfe fall. 

Mr, Butler came now to fpeak of the fecond ob- 
jectionable clauic. He regretted whenever a ques- 
tion was brought forward that involved perfonality 
in the moft indirect manner. He svifhed always to 
fpeak to fubjcfls, unconnedled with men ; but the 
wording of the claufe was unfortunately fuch as ta 1 
Tender allufion to official character unavoidableJ 
Heobjedted principally to thecpithet7?7-wnntroduced] 
in the latter claufe as applied to the fupreme Execa*1 
live. Why frmnefe ? he aiked. To what ? or tol 
whom ? Is it the manly demand of reftitution made.! 
of Great Britain for her accumulated injuries, that/ 
called forth the praiie? For his own part he could' 
dilcern no firmnefs there. Is it for the umiatmted 
and energetic countenance of the caufe of France, 
in her ftruggle for freeing hcrfelf from defpotic] 
fhackles f He faw no Jirmnefs difplayed on that oc- 
cafion. Where then is it to be found ? Was it in 
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the oppofition of the minority of the Senate and 
the general voice of the people againft the treaty 
that that Jirmnefs was difplayed ? " if it is that 
** firmmfs in oppoling the will of the people, which 
** is intended to be extolled, the vote fhall never, 
faid Mr. Butler, ** leave the walls of this Senate 
** with my approbation." 

He could not approve, he faid, oi^^A. Jirmnefs that 
^ompted the Executive to refift the unequivocal 
voice of his fellow-citizens from New-Hampftiire to 
Georgia. He would have applauded the firmnefs of 
the'Prefident, if, in compliance with the unequivocal 
wifh of the people, he had refifted the voice of the - 
majority of the Senate, and refufed his fignature to 
the treaty. 

This was, he undcrftood (and it (hould be men- 
tioned to the honour of the Prefident), his firft in- 
tention — ^Wby he changed it, time, he faid, muft 
difclofe. 

He concluded by propofing an amendment to be 
fubftituted in lieu of the objc<3ionab]c claufes, ihould 
they be (Iruck out- 
Mr. Read faid, he was not in the habit of giving 
a iilent Vote ; and as many of his conltituents were 
averfe to the inflrument to which he had given his 
airent,'he thought this a fit opportunity to fay fome- 
thing on the fubjedl. 

Gentlemen on the other fide had (poken of their 
feelings : did they fuppofe, he aflccd, that thofe 
who were in the majority had not feelings ? Alfo, 
Gentlemen declared, they would not recede froth 
their former determinations ; did they expeifl that 
the majority would recede ? 

He had, he faid, taken the quefiion of the treaty 

in all its afpedts, and confidered it maturely ; and 

though he lamented that he differed in opinion on 

that fubje(9: with his colleague, and a portion of the 

people o( his State, he nevcrthclels remained con- 
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vinced that the ratification of it was advlfabfe r it 
[fefcued the country from war and its defolating hor- 
[■ior*. 

After reading that part of the Prefident's fpcech 
t-to which the claufcs objc<3^ed to were an echo, he 

liked, whether any one could lay, under the con- 
Jvi6tion that the meafures of Government had pre- 
[vented a war, that a view of our foreign relations 
f-was not confolatory f On all hands, he obfervcd, 
j,the idea of a war was deprecated ; both tides oi ttie 
[Houfe wilhcd to avoid it : then is it not a confola- 
Uory refleiS'tion to all, that its horrors have been 
•■averted ? Is there a man, who does not believe, that, 
Iliad the treaty not been ratified, wc Ihould have had 
fwar ? If the country had been plunged into a war, 
/ould it be as flourifliing as it is ? The trifiing 
I Yexations our commerce has lliflained are not to be 
[compared to the evils of a ftate of hoftility. What 
'good end cOuld have been anfwered by a war ? — The 
haddrefs, in the part under dilcuffion, fays no more, 

than that we rejoice at the profpeft that the bleihngs 
[of peace will be preferved ; and docs not this ex- 
Ipedlation exift ? 

Great Britain, in the plenitude of her power, had 
[^availed herfelf of the rights fhe had under the law 
]oi nations, of feizing enemies' goods in neutral 
Lveflels ; but has allowed compenfatiou to fome 
f-Araericans ; and a fyltcm of mild meafures on our 

part is the befl fecurity for furtlicr. 

He adverted to that part of Mr. Butler s obfcrva- 
Liions, which related to the probable fall of provi- 

fions at the peace. We ought not to be grieved if 
» Europe was rid of the calamities of war at that 

price. But he contended, that from the meafures of 
-Adminiilration permanent advantages were fecurcd 
;to this country. The value of our foil has been en- 
^lianccd ; wealth has poured iu from, various parts of 

c 3 the 
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the globe, and many permanent advantages are fe* 
cured. 

There had been one aflertion made, which by re- 
petition had by fome almofl been taken for granted, 
but which required proof to induce him to beheTe 
it ; and that was, that a majority of the citizens of 
the United States are oppofed to the treaty. In the 
part of the country he came from he owned there 
might be a majority of that opinion, but he believed 
the contrary of the United States at large : he ex- 
preffed a convi6tipn, that when his conftituents ' 
came to confider the meafure maturely they would 
change their opinions ; and, indeed, underftood 
that the falfe impreflions by which they were at firft 
adtuated were already wearing off. 

But the Senate and Prefident are the con Aitutional 
treaty-making powers. If miflaken in their dcci- 
iions, they cannot be accutedof having been mifled 
by fudden and immature impreffions. He fhould 
conceive himfelf unfit to fill a chair in Senate if he 
fuffercd himfelf to be carried away by fuch impref- 
lions. The people could ndt, in their town meet- 
ings, deprived of proper information, poffibly form 
an opinion that deferved weight ; and it was the duty 
"of the Executive not to be fhaken in their determi- 
iiation by tumultuous proceedings from without. 
Upon this ground he much approved the Prefident's 
condudl, and thought it entitled to the epithet 

In local queflions, affefling none but the interefts 
of his conftituents, he fhould attend to their voice; 
but on great national points he did not confider him- 
felf as a reprefentative from South Carolina, but as 
fenator for the Union. In quefiions of this lafl: 
kind, even if the wifties of his conftituents were 
unequivocally made known to him, he fhould not 
conceive himfelf bound to facrifice his opinions to 
theirs,— He viewed the-Prefident as (landing in this 
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L lif nation ; and though he might hear the opinions of 
I the people from every part of the United States, he 
I fhould not facrifice to tliem his own convi£tion : in 
[ this hne of conduct he has fliown Ins j^rrunfi/s, and 
I deferves to be complimented for it by the Senate. 
[ The addrels reported, he faid, contained nothing 
that would wound the feelings of any member. The 
[•Senate would not, in his opinion, adt improperly if 
I they exprefled opinions in coincidence with their hSl 

i'n June feffion. The feelings of the majority fhould 
>e as much confulted as thole of the minority. The 
minority are not afked to retraft ; but there is a pro- 
priety in the Senate's -going as far in their addrefs as 
I the fpeech went, though it fhould be flyled a vote of 
I felf-approbation. He hoped the claules would not 
be flruck. out, 
I Mr. Ellsworth was oppofed to ftriking out. The 
|- claute records a fadt, and, if ftruck out, the Senate 
deny it. The Prefident aflerts it ; in the addrefs re- 
ported, the Senate afient ; a motion is made to Itrikc 
I out ; is it becaufe the truth of it is doubted ? It can- 
not be called an unimportant facl, therefore its 
omitlion will not be imputed to overlight. The 
I latter part of the claitfe exprefles our gratitude to 
Almighty God. Will the Senate refute to make an 
acknowledgment of that kind ? Do they not admit 
rthat he is the fource of all good, and can they refufe 
ito acknowledge it ? And if to, is it poffiblc, that, iti 
ladmitting the tadt, and expreffiiig the fcntiment 
[which fo naturally flows from it, the Senate would 
[wound the feelings of any friend to his country ? 

The truth of the fadt is as clear as that the fun 
K/^now Ihines ; the fentlment is unexceptionable ; he 
[therefore recommended to his friend the mover, not 
to infift upon ftriking out merely, but that he fiiould 
vary the motion, and propofe a fubftitute. 
.) To bring the mind to the point with precifion, it 
k'was neceffary to attend to the wording of the claufc. 
u c ^ Vt<i 
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He read it. As to the fignification of that part 
which relates to our foreign concerns, he did not 
conlider it as hypothetical, but a pofitive declara* 
tion of a convidtibn that their lituation is fatisfac* 
tory ; and on that ground he wiihed to meet the 
queftion. 

The claufe obje<fted to, exprefles an expedlation 
that the caufes of external difagrecment which have 
unhappily exifled will be peaceably done away. He 
faid he had that expeclation ; many had it not, 
Thofe who have it not will negative the claufe, 
thofe who have it will vote in its favour : the refult 
will be the fenfe of a majority. The Senate could 
nat be expefted, more than on other occafions, to 
be unanimous. If the declarations contained in 
thofe claufes are fupportcd, they will be confidered 
as the ienfe of the majority of Senate : others may 
diflent ; but becaufe unanimity could not be obtain- 
ed, it was no reafon why the majority fhould give a 
virtual negative to the declaration which they con- 
ceived founded on truth. 

He examined in detail the fitnation of our ex- 
ternal relations, tofhow the foundation on which he 
refted his expedtation of a fatisfadlory arrangement 
of them, and of our general profperity in that re- 
fpe<SV. With Morocco, our treaties are renewed. 
With Algiers aflurances are given by the Executive 
that a peace is not far diftant. With Spain, on the 
fame authority it is underftood, that our profpeda 
are favourable in that quarter. With the hitherto 
hoflile Indians, a peace is within reach ; and the 
only quarter in which doubt can arife is from Great 
Britain. But even with refpe6l to that nation his 
expectation was, that our differences there would 
terminate amicably; and he believed this to be the 
expectation of the Senate, as & collective body. 

Mr. El r.s WORTH then went into the examination 
of fome other parts of the claufe objeCled to, and 
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viiidicaled the propriety of the epithets enJighlened^ 
firm, psffeverbig ; and concluded by lamenting that 

there exiiied a ditlcrcnce of opinion ; but hoped 
I that this would not deter the majority from an ex- 
Ipreflion of tlicir fenfe, 

I Mr, Tazewell tkid, tlic di(culTion had taken 9 
■turn different from that which he expecled when he 
llieard the motion. He underftood the motion at ■ 
Mhe time it was made, and trill fo underltood it, as 
Ijiot intending to qucilion the propriety of any thing 
livhich was contained in the Prefident's communica- 
Ition to both Houliss of Congrefs. But from what 
Kiad been faid (by Mr. Read of S. C), that part of 
phe anfvvcr to the Prefident's communications which 
libad given rife to the motion, was intended to have a 
llfurther operation than he ongiryally believed. He 
laflied what had given rife to tlie pratlice of return- 
ling an anlwer of any kind to the Prelident's com- 
Iwunications to Congrefs in the form of an addrefs. 
I There was nothing, he faid, in the Conftitution, or 
■in any of the fundamental rules of the Federal Go- 
■vernment, which required that ceremony from either 
Ibrancli of the Congrefs. The practice was but an 
limitation of the ceremonies ufed upon like occalions 
I in other countries, and was neither required by the 
IContlitution, nor authorized by the principles upon 
KiA'hich our Government was ercfted. — But having 
•obtained, he did not intend now to diflurb it. — To 
Ipllow the utmofl latitude to the principle which had 
libegotten the pradtice, it could only tolerate the cc- 
liemony as a compliment to the Chief Magillrate, 
lit could not be permitted to foreflall opinions pre- 
|.viou3 to regular difcuflions, nor to operate as a mean 
I of pledging members to the purfuit of a particular 
Icourfe, which fubfequent and more full inquiries^ 
I might fhow to be extremely improper. 

Every anfwer, therefore, to the Prefident's com- 

inunications ought to be drav»'n in terms extremely 
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general, neither feducing the Prcfident into a belief 
that this Houfc would purftie a general recommenda- 
tion into points not at tirfl contemplated by them, 
nor pledging themfelves to the world that that ftate 
of things was juft which time had not permitted them 
thoroughly to examine. The clautes now under 
conlideration had at leaiV, in one inflanre, deviated 
from this principle. They declare to the world-— 
** That the interefling profpecifl of our affairs with 
regard to the foreign powers, between whom and 
the United States controvcrfies have fubfifted, is not 
roore fatisfadory than the review of our internal 
lituation.'* The communications from the Prefi- 
dent have not uttered fo bold a fentiment, nor is 
there any thing in thole communications that juflifies 
the aflertion of this fad. Placing the treaty with 
Great Britain out of the queftion, which feems to 
have been the uppermoft conlideration when this 
fcntence was penned,' the feizure of our provifion 
veflels fince the fignatiire of that treaty, and the un- 
warrantable imprifonment of our feamen, are adls 
which cloud our prolperity and happinefs. The 
minds of the Americans muft be brought to confi- 
der thefe things as trivial incidents in our political 
affairs, before the fentence under conlideration can 
be approved. He faid he muft therefore vote for the 
motion to ftrike out the two claufes of the anfwer, in 
order that fome fit expreffions might then be intro- 
duced to fucceed them. He hoped the anfwer might 
be couched in terms juft and delicate towards the 
Prefident, without wounding the feelings of any Se- 
nator ; a"nd he believed both might be done without 
any difficulty after the two claufes were ex- 
punged. 

The motion ,for ftrtking out being put, was ne- 
gatived, 

NOES^ 
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Mcflrs. Bingbam, 


Livcrmore, 


Cabot, 


Marfhall, 


ElHvvorth, 


Paine, 


Fofter, 


Read, 


FreliDghuylen, 


Rofs, 


King, 


Strong, 


i^atimef. 


Trumbull— 14. 
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s. 


Meflrs. Blood worth. 


Martin, 


Brown, 


Mafon, 


Butler, 


Robin fon, 


Langdon, 


TazewcU— 8. 



After a forther attempt to amend the addref¥,' 



■ 15 and 7, the 



fagainft which the Senate divided- 
addrefs was agreed to — 14 to 8, 

THE ADDRESS. 
To ih Prefident of ike United States. 
Sir, 

It is with peculiar iatisfa(9.ion that we are inform- 
ed by your Speech to the two Houfes of Congrefe, 
that the long and expcnfive war in which we have 
been engaged with the Indians north-weft of the 
Ohio, is in a Situation to be finally terminated ; and 
|. though we view with concern the danger of an in- 
Merruption of the peace fo recently confirmed with 
L the Creeks, we indulge the hope, that the meafures 
that you have adopted to prevent the fame, if fol- 
Ljowed by thofe legiflative provifions that jufticeand 
bumanity equally demand, will fucceed in laying 
the foundation of a lafting peace with the Indian 

tribes 
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tribes on the Ibuthcrn as well as on the weficra 
frontiers. ^ • 

The confirmation of our treaty with Morocco, 
and the adjuHment of a In-aty of peace with Al- 
giers, in confcquencc of whicii our captive fellow- 
citizens fhall. be delivered from flavcry, are events 
Ihat will prove no lefs interctiini^ to the public hu- 
manity, than they will be important in extending 
and tecuring the navigation and conunerce of our 
country. 

As a jufr and equitable conclufioVi of onr depend- 
ing negotiations with Spain will effcntially advance 
the intereft of both nations, and thereby cheritb and 
confirm the . good underflanding and friendlbip 
which we have at all times defired to maintain, it 
will afford us real pleafure to receive an early con- 
^rmation of our expedations on this fubjedt. 

The interefling profpedt of our affairs with regard 
to the foreign powers, between whom and the United 
States eontroverfies have fubfifled, is not more fatif- 
fadtory than the review of our internal fituation : 
if from the former we derive an expedlation of the 
extinguishment of all the caufcs of external difcord, 
that have heretofore endangered our tranquillity, and 
on terms confiflent with our national honour and 
fefety, in the latter we difcover thofe numerous and 
wide-fpread tokens of profperity, which in fo pecu- 
liar a manner diftinguifh our happy country. 

Circuraflances thus every way aufpicious demand 
our gratitude and fincere acknowledgments to Al- 
mighty Grod, and require that we fhould unite our 
efforts, in imitation of your enlightened, firm, and 
perfevering example, to eflablifh and preferve the 
peace, freedom, and profperity of our country. 

The objeds which you have recommended to the 
notice of the Legiflature, will in the courfe of the 
feffion receive our careful attention ; and with a true 
zeal for the public welfare, we fhall cheerfully co- 
operate 
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operate in every meafure that fhall appear to us beft 
calculated to promote the fame. 

John Adams, Vice-Prelident of the United 
States, and Prefident of the Senate, 
Dec. 12, 1795. 

To which the Preftdent was pleafed to make the fol- 
lowing Beply. 

GentlemeSt, 

With real pleafure I receive your addrefs, recog- 
niling the profperous fituation of our public afiairs, 
and giving aflurances of your carefuhattention to 
the obje<Sls demanding legiflative consideration ; >and 
that, with a true zeal for the public welfare, you iviH 
'cheerfully co-operate in every meature which fhall 
appear to you beft calculated to promote the fame. 

But 1 derive peculiar fatisfa^ion from your con- 
currence with me in the expretiions of gratitude to 
Almighty God, which a review of the aufpicious 
•circumftances that difiingnilb our happy country 
has excited ; and I trufl that the fincerrty of our 
■acknowledgments will be evidenced by a union of 
■efforts to eftablith and preferve its peace, freedoni, 
and profperity. G. Washington. 

Debate on the Manner of prefenfing the Addrefs in 
Anfwer to the Prefident' s Speech. 

Wednesday, 9/// Decemher, 1795. 

The Houte of Repretentatives went ipto a Conf-*- 
mittee of the whole Iloufe, on the fpcech of the 
Prefident, Mr. Muhlenberg in the .chair. The 
Clerk then read tlie fpeech. 

Mr. Vans Mvrii ay (Matyland) next moved that 
a Committee fhould be appointed to draw up a re- 
fpe<Slful -addrefs in anfwer to the Ipcech. The reib- 
I'ution was in thefe words : 
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** Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Com-* 
mittee, that a refpeflful addrefs ought to be pre- 
fented by the Houfe of Reprefentatives to the Pre- 
lident of the United States, in anfwcr to his Ipeech 
to both Houfes of Congrefs, at the commencement 
of this feflion, containing alTurances, that this 
Houfe will take into confideration the various and 
important matters recommended to their atten- 
tion." 

Mr. Sedgwick (Majfachufetts) feconded the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. -Parker (Vtrginia) offered an amendment, 
which was feconded by Mr. Macon (iV. C). 

The fubfiance of this amendment was to flrike 
out all that part of the refolution which goes before 
the word ajfurances ; in place of which Mr. Parker 
propofed to appoint a Committee, who fhould per- 
fonally wait on the Preildent, and aiTure him of the 
attention of the Houfe, &c. and concluding as 
above. Mr. Parker had the higheft refpedt for the 
Prefident ; but he had always difapproved of this 
pradiceof making, out addrefles in anfwer to thefe 
fpeeches, and of the Houfe leaving their bufinefs to 
go in a body to prefent them. Laft feflion the framing 
of this addrefs had coft very long debates, and pro-- 
duced very great irritation. Some of the moft dif- 
^ agreeable things that happened during the feiIion« 
occurred in thefe debates. He wifhed unanimity, 
and the difpatch of buiinefs, and fo could not con- 
fent that any addrefs thould be drawn up, as he pre- 
•• ferred ending the affair at once by fending a Com- 
mittee with a verbal anfwer. 

Mr. Murray replied, that the praAice of draw- 
ing up fuch an addrefs was coeval with the conftitu- 
tion. It was confiflent with good fenfe, and he did 
not fee that any arguments had been employed by 
the Gentkmen who fpoke lail againft it. It was 
true that the Houfe might fend a verbal anfwer^ and 
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it was Ukewife true that the Prefideiit might have 
fent them his fpcech by his Sccrcjtary, without 
coming nuar them at all. He' had come to Congrcfs, 
and jMi". Murray could perceive no impropriety in 
Congrcl's rctmiiiug the comphmeiit by waiting oa 
him. 

The Committee divided on the amendment pro- 
pofed by Mr. Parker. Eighteen members role ia 
lupport of it ; ib it was lolt. The Committee then 
agreed to the refolution, as offered by Mr. Murray. 
They role., and the Chairman reported progrefs. 
The refolution was agreed to by the Houle. The 
next quei^ion was, of how many members the telcd 
Committee iTiould conlilt, that were to be employed 
in framing a draft of the addreis. The different 
numbers ot'Jive and ihreg were propofed. A diviljoa . 
took place on the former motion, when only thii-ty-<^ 
one gentlemen rofe in its favour. The motion for a 
Committee of three members to report an addreis 
was of courfe carried. Mr. Madifon, Mr. Sedg- 
wick, and Mr. Si! greaves, were appointed. 

Remarks. — Here wasa diredl attempt on the part 
oi Air. Parker to fct aiide a refpeclful cutlom, which 
was coeval with the operation of the Conflitution of 
the United States. Oue would imagine that this in- 
ftruracntwas grtiwn out of favour with the Member 
from Virginia ; but we llial] be lets furprifed at this^ 
when we come, by and by, to tee the inlirutftions 
of his Stale to its Senators in Congrel's. 



Dehuie on the Addrejs hi Aiifxer to the Speei-h. 
Tu ESD AY , 1 5 //j December, 1795. 

The Houfe went into a Commitlee on the report 
of the teledt Committee of an addrcfs in anfvver to 
the Prelident's fpcech. 

The following paragraph gave rife to fome difcuf- 
fion: 
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** Contemplating that /"ro^fl^/v unequalled CixQicit 
of national happinefs wliich our country exhibits in 
the interefting fummary which you, Sir, have been 
^ pleafed to make, in juftice to our own feelings, per- 
mit us to add the benefits which are derived from 
your preliding in our councils, refuUing as well front 
the UJJDIMINISHED Confidence ofyourfellow-citixens, 
as from your zealous and Jiiccefsful labours in their fer- 
vice." 

Mr. Parker (Vtrglnia) moved to flrike out the 
words prohahly une^juaJled ; which was carried, 43 
againft 39. 

He then moved to firike out from the word rejult" 
ing to the end of the paragraph. 

Mr. Murray (who, as the Chairman, was about 
to put the queftion on Mr. Parker's motion) faid, that 
he could not, in juflice to the opinions of his conftitij- 
ents, &c. of the State of Maryland at large, give a 
filent vote. He would flate to the Committee a re- 
cent fa(5t that warranted him in declaring that the 
Prefident poflcflTed, in the ampleft manner, the 
confidence of the citizens of Maryland. The Le- 
giflature of that State, probably forefeeing the efforts 
of certain perfons to diminifh the confidence of the 
public in the Chief Magiftrate, had pafTed a refolu- 
tioi) which appears to have been unanimous, by 
which they declare to the world the moft perfedl con- 
fidence in the Prefident. 

This fa<St, though known certainly to many, 
might not be known to all prefent ; and as in this 
folemn teftimony of approbation and confidence he 
totally coincided, he could neither be entirely filent 
when a queflion like this Implies the contrary fenti- 
mcnt, nor witWiold from Gentlemen a great fa<ft to 
recently difplaying the undiminifhed confidence of 
the State of Maryland. 

Mr. Giles (Virginia) hoped that the latter 
amendment would not fake any difagreeable turn. 
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lie was not prepared to go at length into fbe pro- 
pofitions. He did not think, it inconlillcnt with all 
due refpctSl for the Prefident to ihorten this ciaoie, 

A Member propoled to rertrict this anieiidraent to 
merely ftrikiiiji; out the word undmhiljhai. 

Mr. Harper fS. Carolina) thought the Prefidedt 
as wile, as honetl, and faithful a public i'ervant as 
pofiibly could be. He was not prepared to fay that 
the Prelident was as popular as he formerly has 
been, but there is no doubt of his beini;j reinflatcd 
in the confidence of liie public. Mr, Harper was 
confident that four fifths of us flill trud in him. 
But Mr. Harper thought that objcdions might be 
made to the claufe as it now fiands ; and hedeiigned, 
when the prefent queftion had been difcufled, to " 
move an amendment. 

Mr. Parker informed the Houfe, that, with much 

relpecS. for the Prefident, his confidence had tltrni- 

nijhed. He agreed to limit the amendment to ftrik- 

ling out the word undimmfisd^ in the claufe above 

[quoted. 

Mr. Sedowick (Majfachufetti) obferved, that it 
tJiad now, in confequenceof the motion for llrlking out 
the word Hml'iminijhed, become a quefliun of fa6l, whe- 
ther our own and our contiituents' con6dence in the 
Prefident was, or was not, diminifhed ? To fuppofc 
the former, in his opinion, was unfupported by 
fatls, wasdilgraceful to our contlitucnts, and inn ft, 
in the end, prove baneful to that lyfiem of goyern- 
ment which we were attempting toadminiftcr. 

That, fo far as he was acquainted with the ac^tual 
difpolition of the people of that part of the country 
where alone he could have obtained competent 
knowledge, he was as certain as lie could be of any 
public fcntiments, that confidence in the Prefident, 
fo far from being diminifhed by the artifices which had 
been made ufeofon the contrary, bad been increafed; 
and be felt perfectly fure, that at no antecedent pe- 

VOL. Ill*^'' A \Vi\ 
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riod had the tide of popular affc€t\on fet fo flrongly 
towards him as At the prefent moment. 

That this part of the addrefs exprcfTed our own and 
* our conflituents' undiminifhed confidence in the Pre- 
iident, and an acknowledgment of his zealous and 
fbccefsful labours in the public fervice. That he 
had approved of this part of the addrefs, as a member 
of the fcle<it Committee ; and on reviewing, fince, 
the fubjetft, he had found no caufe to reje<St the opi- 
nion which he had then formed. He did be- 
lieve, and he loved to believe, becaufe it was ho- 
nourable to his conftituents, that the late efforts 
which had been made, had, inftead of diminiHiing, 
increafed the public confidence. That a late mea- 
fure of the Executive had indeed provided a fit occa- 
fion for a difcloftire of enmities which prudence and 
policy had heretofore concealed, but had not fhakea 
the well-founded reliance of the public on the wif- 
dom and integrity of the Prefident. To fuppofe an 
abatement of confidence, in his opinion, was to 
fuppofe in the people a want of a due fenfe of grati- 
tude for the diftinguifhed bleffings which they en- 
joyed ; it was to fuppofe a bafenels of difpolition un- 
worthy of their former conduct, unworthy of free- 
men. " Who," he alked, " bf a candid mind, 
and fair and honourable fentiments, can take a re- 
view of the glorious condu<Sl of our Chief during the 
cooflidt of the revolution ; his zealous and fuccelT- 
ful labours for the public good ; his bravery, mo- 
deration, and humanity : who can follow him to 
the place of his happy retirement, and there again 
behold himjcovered with glory, attended by the gra- 
titude and affedtion of his fellow-citizens, and the 
applaufes of the world ; who can fee him again if^ 
iuing, at the call of his countrymen, from this retire- 
ment, and putting at hazard, for their benefit, the 
mighty mafs of reputation which he had colleded, 
tiut bt&. reward of virtuous minds; who can review 

the 
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tlie fitaation of this country for the fix yt 
admin iftration, the dangers to which we 
fexpofed, and the happy efcapeS we have experienced,^ 
effe(5ted by his prudence, fagacity, and firnlncfs ; ' 
^ho can review the conduift of the Prefident in thefe 
jnterefting fcenes but with a heart filled with grati- 
tude, afFe»ftion, and confidence ?" 

No man, he hoped, in his heart; no man, he be- 
lieved, would, confillently with a due regard to his 
own reputation, deny to the Prefident his juft claims 
of merit. No man could, without difgracing big 
confiituents, deny their participation in this fenti- 
inent. It only remained then to be inquired, whe- 
ther thele juft feelings of their and our hearts ought, 
under the exifting circumftancea, to be publifhed 
to the world. He held this declaration to be, at 
this moment, an indif|)enfable obligation due from, 
the reprefentatires of the people, from a regard to . 
themfelvcs, their conflituents, and the permanent and 
beneficial exiftence of the Government which they 
had cholen. 

Although the Prefident had twice been called by 
the unanimous and unfolicttcd voice of his country- 
men, to prefide in their Government ; though, to 
comply with their wifhes, he had facrificed more 
than any other man could have done ; and although 
the only reward he fought, or would accept, was 
their approbation, yet licentious and turbulent 
prcfles had teemed with Icandalous and infamous 
abufe. What tentimcnts by thefe caufes might be 
produced in his mind, whether pity, contempt, or 
indignation, or a mixture of them all, he could not 
determine ; nor was it necefTary to inquire further, 
to determine whether we ihould attempt to defeat 
their effedts. In no manner could this be done fq 
efFedtually as by declaring our own and our confti- 
tueuts' confidence in him. 

D a The 
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The Prefident had told the Legiflature that it yi9ws 
the favourite with of his heart to unite with us in 
our efforts to prctcrve, prolong, and improve our 
immenle advantages. Did we believe this decla- 
ration ? Why then fhould we not unite in counter- 
acting the miligriant efforts of fedition, by publiih- 
ing the Icntiment, at once juft to him, and honour-' 
■able to oiirfelves ? 

The efforts which . had been made to cTepreciate 
the charader of that firft of men and of patriots, in- 
stead of producing the nefarious effect, he be- 
lieved in his confciencc had incrcafcd, as it ought, 
the public confidence and regard. Thus feeling 
and believing, he wifhed to rcfcuc our country from 
the imputation of bafcncfs and ingratitude, which 
otherwife it would appear to merit. 

But it was faid that an exprcllion of confidence at 
(his time, might be confirucd into a declaration of 
•Approbation ©fa late meafure of the Executive, anfl 
preclude the right of examining that meafure accord- 
ing to its merit, whenever it fhould be laid before 
the Legiflature. To this he anfwcred, that, for 
liimfelf, he had no fuch intention ; and he believed 
it incapable of fuch a conftrdtflion. Confidence did 
not imply an approbation of every part of the offi- 
cer's condu6t to whom it belonged ; it did not ex- 
clude the idea of fallibility ; but it only implied an 
approbation of the general tenour of his conduct. 

If, when the firfl officer of our Government was 
thus attacked, he was left to be overwljclmed by 3 
torrent of abufe, without the countenance and fup- 
port of his conflituents or their reprefcntatives ^^ 
what man, he afked, who had talents to be ufeful, 
reputation to lofe, or feelings to be wounded, would 
put all at hazard to ferve an ungrateful coaritry ? 
What would" fuch mean and bafe defertion produce, 
tut to make the firfl offices of our Government. 

pofla 
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pofls to which merit would be uiicongf^nJal ? what 
but to provide vacancies to be filled by liarpies who 
would prey on the vitals of the Republic ? 

There was anotlier circumftance which prcfled 
itfelf on his reflections on this orcafion. It was the 
charafter — -the juft charafler which the Prcfidcnt 
pofleffes throughout the civilized world. What 
would it be to rejeft this part of the addrels, but to 
jullif'y thofe, he hoped unfounded, afperfions which 
had been made on republican governments ? what 
but lo verify thole maliga prediclions which had 
been pointed at ourfyftem ? 

Tims had he expofed to the Committee, as con- 
cilety as he could, his own views of this iroporlant , 
fnbjefl. He would only add, that, when the Preli- 
dent entered firft on the execution of the important 
duties of his office, the man who would have dared 
to prediiS that the preforit queftion would, at thi$ I 
time, have become a fiibje*5t of debate, would have 
been conlidercd as prcditting the infamy of his 
country. 

Mr. Livingston faid there were many whoiQ| 
confidence was impaired by a late tranl'adtion. He 
could not therefore confcnt to the cxpreifion in the] 
draft of the addrefs. Mr. Sedgwick had laid that 
confenting to ilrikeout the word undhnim/hedi would 
be telling the world that our confidence adlually is] 
diminifhcd ; and the Member from Maflachufett§i 
adds, that the Houibare now brought into a dil'lreir- 
ing dilemma. If there is a diftrels in the cafe, it 
originates with this Member himfclf, as one of thel 
Committee who brought in this draft of an addrtfs^l 
He" moved, to prevent any unconclliating dcbatesJ 
that the addrets might be rccomraitteJ. The motioaj 
was feconded by Mr. Sedgwick. I'he Cominittce* 
jTofe, and the refolution for recommitting pailfed. 

It was then moved that two members Ihonld be 
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added to the Committee on drafting the addreft^ 
Mr. Tracy confidered the prefent number as fuffict^ 
ent,. Mr. Freeman and Mr. Baldwin were added. 

Wednesday, i6/A Decemhery 1795. 
The feledt Committee reported the following ad* 
drefk to the Preiident, in amwer to his fpeech to both 
Houfes of Congrefs, which was unanimoufly agreed! 
to: 

To the Preftdent of the United States. 

Sir, 

As the Reprefentatives ofthe people of the United 
States, we cannot but participate with the ttrongeft 
fenfibility of every blcfling which they enjoy, and 
cheerfully join with you in profound gratitude to the 
Author of all good, for the numerous and extraor- 
dinary bleflings which he has conferred on our fa« 
VQured country. 

A final and formal termination of the diflreinng 
war which has ravaged our north-weflern fi-ontier, 
will be an event which mutt a^ord a fatisfa£lion 
proportioned to the anxiety with which it has long 
been fought ; and in the adjuftment of the terms, 
we perceive the true policy of making them fatisfac- 
iory to the Indians as well as to the United States, 
as the heft balis of a durable tranquillity. The dif- 
poiition of fuch of the fouthern tribes as had alfo 
■peretofore annoyed our frontier, is another profpedt 
in our lituation fo important to the intereft and bap> 
piuefs of the United States, that it is much to be Ia> 
xnented, that any clouds fhould be thrown over it, 
more efpecially by exceifes on the part of our owi^ 
citizens. 

While our population is advancing with a celerity 
which exceeds the moft fanguine calculations — 1 
while every part ofthe United States djfplays indica- 
tions of r9|>id ^qd various improveti)ent~-wbile we 
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, are in the enjoyment of protefi ion andfecurity, by 
[mild and wholefome laws, adminiftered by govern- 
ments founded on the genuine principles of rational 
liberty, a fecure foundation will be laid for accelerat- 
ing, maturing, and eftablifliing the prolperity of our 
country; if, by treaty and amicable negotiation, 
all thofe caufes of external difcord, which heretofore 
menaced our tranquillity, fhall be extinguilhed, on 
terms compatible with our national rights and ho- 
nour, and with our conAitutlon and great commer- 
icial intcrefts. 

Among the various circumftances in our internal 
lituation, none can be viewed with more fatlsfadtion 
and exultation than that the late fcene of dilbrder 
and infurrcdtion has been completely reftored to the 
enjoyment of order and rcpofe. Such a triumph of 
reafon and of law is worthy of the free Government 
under which it happened, and wasjuftly to be hoped 
from the enlightened and patriotic Ipirit which per- 
vades and adluates the people of the United 
jStates. 

In contemplating that fpeftacle of national happi- 
nefs which our country exhibits, and of which you. 
Sir, have been pleafed to make an interelting fum- 
mary, permit us to acknowledge and declare the 
very great fhare which your zealous and faithful fer- 
vices have contributed to it, and to exprefs the af- 
fectionate attachment which we feel for your cha-j 
rafler. '1 

The feveral intercfling fubje(5|s which you recom- J 
nieiid to our confideration, will receive every degree I 
of attention which is due to them: and whilft wcl 
feel the obligation of temperance and mutual indul-^ I 
gence in all our difcuffions, we trult and pray, that! 
the rcfult to the happinefs and welfare of our coun- 1 
try may correfpond with the pure alFtdion we 
\ttax to it. 

P 4 Thursday, 
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Thursday, 17/A December^ 1795. 

The Speaker, attended by the Houfe, waited on 
the Prelident with the addrefs, to which they re- 
ceived the following reply : 

Gentleman, 

Coming, as you do, from all parts of the Unitecl 
States, I receive great fatisfadlion from the concur- 
rence of your teflimony in the juftncfs of the inter- 
efling furamary of our national happinefs, which, as 
the rcfult of my inquiries, I prefented to your view. 
The fcntiments \ve have mutually expreflcd of pro- 
found gratitude to the Source pf thpfe numerous 
bleflings, the Author of all good, are pledges of 
our obhgations to unite our lincere and zealous en- 
deavours, as the inflruments of Diyinc Providence, 
to preferve and perpetuate them. 

Accept, Gentlemen, my thanks for your declara- 
tion, that to my agency you afcribe the enjoyment 
of a great fhare of thefc benefits. So far as my fer- 
vices contribute to the happinefs of my country, .the 
acknowledgment thereof, by my fellow-citizens, an4 
their afFedionate attachment, will ^ver prpve aa 
abundant rpward, 

Remarks.: — Thus ended this part of the proceed-: 
ings in a manner which, perhaps, refledis but little 
honour on the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

The fentiment contained in the propofed addrefs, 
expreffing an imdhnm'ijhed confidence in the Prel\-. 
dent, fcemed the moft proper that any combination 
of words could convey ; and particularly on the pre- 
fent occafion. The meafures pf the Chief MagiC. 
trate had been mpft violently pppofed ; he had been 
all but menaced, in order to deter him from the ex- 
ercife of powers vefled in him by the Conftitution j 
his motives had been disfigured, and his charadler 

reviled. 
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reviled. This was to becspe(3ed from the leaders of 
afadion averfe to hisadniinifiration, and even to the 
Government, and from thole among the people whom 
they had iiecD able to mi (lead. But, were the de- 
clarations of theie turbulent demagogues ; were the li- 
cenf ious afperfions and abominable faltehoods of that 
hired tribe, to be Iccondcd by the Legiflators of the 
Unian ? On this addrefs the malcontents had fixed 
their eyes: from it they cxpeflcd encaiii'agement ot* 
reproof. To be filent was to encourage. The Re- 
prelentatives knew that the feelings of the Prcfidcnt 
had been deeply wounded, and it was their place to 
adminiller the fiealing balm. To this cflect, and_ 
it once to filence the hydra of fa 61 ion, nothing vii 
h well calculated as a firm and explicit declaration,^ 
friat their confidence was undhnhdjhed. 

However, had not the word undimmjlied been in-] 
itioduced into the propofcd addrefs, the oraiffion of 
klat epithet would have been of lefs contequence ; ! 
[Ijit, when once propofed to expunge it by a vote " 
liOlthe Houfe, was to declare to the whole Union, andt] 
Je\en to the whole world, that the Prcfident had hji\ 
ih confidence nf hlsfdlo'w-cul^ms ; a declaration that, 
mfome countries, precedes a difmiflion from ofHce, 
(davnfal, and difgrace ! 

Mr. Parker, who made the motion forfirikingoutj 
file word undimiujjl:i£d, tells us plainly that, " with- J 

ich refpsSt for the Prcfidcnt, his confidence was di- 

\»mij]i£d%' and thus, in this fhort fentence, advances 

tht moll: palpable inconliftency that ever fell from 

fithtlips of mortal man. His confidence dirainifhcs, 

■ whle his refpcA remains undiminiflicd ! Unlefs^_ 

{indied, we are to imagine that his refpc£t was in 

^conumption as well as his confidence. Such a pa-' 

iradecical avowal might fhine in the lunatic reveries^ 

of a Rouffcau ; but is little congenial with the fo- 

^\,uG\i of a legiilativc debate. 

» - Thefg 
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Thefe obfervations are far from being inapplicabJe 
to the addrefs finally agreed on by the Houfe. On 
the i6th of December they *' acknowledge and de- 
" clare, that the zealous &nd faithful fervices of the 
** Prefident have had a very great fhare in contribut- 
*• ing to the happinefs of the country ; and exprcfs the 
*' affe3'miate attachment they feel for his character,*' 
when, but the Tery day before, they had determined 
that their confidence in him was diminifhed ! If they 
were perfuaded that his zeal and faithful fervices 
had To eminently contributed to the happinefs of the 
country, what reafon had they to declare that their 
confidence was diminiflied ? And, if their confi- 
dence was diminifhed, how could his character de- 
ienre their afTei^ionate attachment ? There is no 
medium here : confidence in a public man is lik? 
-rirtne in a woman ; as long as it exifls at all it muH 
' be unimpaired. It is entire, or it is co more. 

There is no telling what may be the efle£t of theio 
proceedings ; but certain it is, it will r,ot be thet 
fault of Mr. Parker and thofe who fided with hin 
©n this Gccafion, if General Wafhington, or aiy 
other man who has a reputation to lofe, ihould agau^ 
be feen at the head of Government *. The thiee 
branches fhould be checks on each other, it is true f 
bat if they are not alfo mutual fupports, the whole 
labric will foon crumble to the ground ; and tie 
degree of popular flrength, whatever that may te, 
acquired by the reprefentative branch through tie 
prelent decifion, muft inevitably tend to enfeole 
the other two. 



* This grudging vote wa$ one of the caufes which inaicec^ 
Wafliington to reiire in the ipring of 1797. He never befoe had 
experienced any thing like difapprobation. He now faw tiat his 
power to command univerfal applaufe was gone, never to rcurn ; 
jmd he accordingly refolved to quit his fiation. 

hhat$. 

2. 
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Debate on the Attempt at Corruption, hy Randall 
and JfliUnej. 

MoNDAYj December 28//;, 1795* 
Mr. Smith (S. C.) rcquefled the attention of tlie 
Houlc for a moiuent, to a fubjedt of a very dcticate 
nature. He underftood that a memorial was this 1 
morning to be prefented from fome individuals, ap-l 
plying for a grant of a large tradt of the WefteraJ 
Territory : and as the Tloufe had referred all fucUi 
applicants to the Committee for bringing in the! 
Land Office Bill, of which he was . Chairman ; 
and as it was probable that the memorial about to 
be prefented would be difpofed of in the fame man- 
ner, he conceived it a duty incumbent on him to dif^ 
clofe to the Houfe, at this time, fotne circumflances 
which had come to his knowledge. Mr. Smith then 
faid, that on Tuefday evening la ft, a perfon of 
I the name of Randall called on him, requefling an 
I hour of confidential converfation. In the interview 
j which took place, Randall made a communication 
to the following effect. He intended to prefent a 
memorial on the Monday following to Congrefs for 
fi grant of all the Weilern lands lying between 
lakes Michigan, Erie, and Huron, to the amount 
of about twenty millions of acres. He and his aflb- 
clates, fome of whom were Canada merchants, who 
had great influence over the Indians, propofcd to 
form a company, and to undertake the extinction of 
the Indian title, provided Congrefs would cede tq 
them the fee Ample of the land. The property 
would be divided into forty fhares, twenty-four of 
which ihould be referved for fuch members of Con- 
grefs as might yii-yowr the fcheme, and might be in- 
clined to come into it, after the adjournment of Con- 
grefs, on the fame terms as the original afibciators. 
3^ndall hlmfelf had the difpofal of twchx fliarcs. 
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for members from the Southern States ; and col- 
leagues of his, a like number of thofe of the Eatlern 
States. A certain number of fhares were to be the 
property of thofe Canada merchants, who had an un- 
bounded influence over the Indians occupying thoie 
lands, and who would, if this plan fucceeded, pa- 
cify thofe Indians who were the moft hoftile to the 
United States : that General Wayne's treaty was a 
mere delation, ^nd that without the co-operation of 
thofe influential perfons the United States would ne- 
yer have peace in that quarter. Mr. Smith faid, that he 
had communicated this overture the next morning 
to Mr. Murray, one of the members from Maryland, 
requefling his advice how to proceed on fo delicate 
an occafion ; that Mr. Murray recommended a dif- 
.clofure to Mr. Ilcnry of the Senate, and that, on a 
confultation with thofe gentlemen, it was refolved 
that it was Mr. Smith's duty to make an immediate 
communication of the matter to the Prefident, which 
was accordingly done. 

Mr. Mu RR AY rofe next. He had received an ap- 
plication of the fame nature; but having already 
Jieard of the propcfal, " I was," faid Mr. Murray, 
*< in a flate of preparation, and my virtue had not 
*' fuch a ihock to encounter as that of the Qentleman 
«« lafl: up." 

Mr. Murray corroborated what Mr. Smith had 
faid as to the communication of this affair to him*- 
felf. He advifed Mr. Smith to give Randall ano- 
ther meeting, for the purpofe of developing his 
fcheme and expectations more fully. 

Mr. Murray faid that Mr. Smith informed him 
on Wednefday morning : next day, in the morning, 
he informed Mr. Henry of the Senate. Mr. Smith, 
on that day, informed the Prefident. On that day 
(Thurfday) Mr. Randall was introduced to him, and 
^Jked an interview at his lodging ; he gave him an 

appointment 
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appointment at five in the afternoon. Mr. Henrv 
[and he were together when Randall came in. Ran- 
rdall talked about the policy of extinguifliing the In- 
jdian title to the pcninliila formed by lakea Erie, 
iHiiron, and Mithiganj containing about eighteen 
lor twenty millions of acres of very good land ; and 
Walked ill terms that he might have employed from a 
kpulpit. He did not make any corrupt overtures till 
[Mr. Morray had carried him into his own apartment. 

There Randall opened his propoials, as had been be- 
► fore mentioned by Mr. Smith, oblerving, that if Con- 

jrefs would fell this land to him and his companjr, 

they intended todivide it into forty or forty-one ihares. 
|>Twenty-four fhares were to be appropriated to fuch 
jtnerabers of Congrefs as chofe to fupport the me- 
(morial, which would be prefented on Monday. The 

members were to have their (hares on the fame 
I terms on which his company fhould obtain the land. 
kThe company would give five hundred thoufand, 
lor perhaps, a million of dollars; but on Mr, IVIur- 
|ray's apparent acquiefcence in his views, he faid that 
|ithe tharcs would be given to the members who ad- 
[vorated the meafure, if they plcafcd to accept them,, 

■■ after they returned to their homes. Mr. Murray 
illartcd a difficulty about tlie embarraffmcnt of land 
Ifpeculations, for wliirh he perfonally had no genius ; 
[and then Randall inflantly turned out tlie cat, and 
[told him, that if he did notchoofc the fliarc of land, 
I he fliould have cafti in hand for his fliare. Mr. 
'Smith and Mr. Murray had refolvcd to dili:lofe this 
f to the Houfe. kii: tome innocent member might of- 
ifer a memorial, and become liable to fufpicion. 

Randall had hinted that larger proportions would 

be alligned to the more active members, and IctFcr 

ones fur thejnuilijijh. 

The Speaker then role, and exprefTed a with that 

Ifome Gentleman would move for an order to appre- 
hend 
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bend Randall. Upon this, Mr. Smith again Totki 
and faid, that a warrant to this effect had yefterday 
been iflued by the Prcfidcnt, and to fupport which, 
Mr. Smith had made oath before a magifirate to thd 
particulars above mentioned. He hoped that by 
this time the perfon was taken. 

Mr. Giles rofe next, and obferved that an appli-* 
cation from the fame Mr. Randall had been made to 
himfelf. BeAdes a repetition of fome particulars al* 
ready flated, he told Mr. Giles that he had already 
fecured thirty or forty members of this Houie, 
but he wanted to fecure three other members^ if Mr. 
Giles recolleffled right. He added, that he had al- 
ready fecured a majority in the Senate. When thig 
propofal was firft made, which he thought was 
about ten days ago, a member from New-York 
(Mr. tivingfton) was prcfent. Randall had evert 

fone fo far as to fay, that a written agreement was 
rawn out, and fubfcribed by a number of eaftern 
members, and he vvifhcd Mr. Giles to extend ano- 
ther obligation of the fame kind for the fouthern 
members ; the purport of which paper was under- 
wood to be, that the members who voted in fupport 
of the difpofal of the lands, were to be fecured in a 
ilipulated fhare of them, without having their 
tiames mentioned in the deed. Mr. Giles was foli"- 
citous to learn the names of the members who had 
aJready entered into the negotiation ; but Randall 
aflured him, that, from motives of delicacy, he durft 
not communicate any of the names. Mr. Giles then 
defired a fight of the agreement, that he might bfc 
able to comprehend its meaningi before he mould 
attempt to draw any fimilar paper. The man called 
a fecond time, and, as Mr. Giles conceived, about 
four days ago, but never could produce either ^the 
deed, or any draught of it. Mr. Giles had already 
communicated the propotal to feveral members, 
and, in particular, to the Speaker. 

2 The 
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" The Speaker (Mr. Dayton) mentioned, that Mr. 
Giles had, Tome time ago, informed liim of the pro- 
pofal. He replied, that, if an opportunity offered, 
}j£ ivouhi take care (0 JeleB a Committee, conftflin^ of 
members Jure to detetl the guilty^ if any fuch could 
exift ; adding, ihal he expeiScd the Houfe to believe 
that he would not have ul'ed fuch words, but on fi* 
extraordifiary an occafion. 

Mr. Christie faid, I bat he was the pcrfon who in- 
trodurcd Randall to Mr. Smith and Mr. Murray- - 
He had long known him as a refpefSlable man. tlo^ 
had mentioned to Mr. Chrillie, in general, that 
it was a landed fpeculation ; and hinted that he, Mr. 
Chriflie, might accept of a fharc. In reply, that 
Gentleman alTured him that he could not poffibly 
have a concern in any fuch tranfadlion. Randall 
had not, to Mr. Chriftie, infinuated that any undue 
advantages would accrue to members fupportuig the 
intended purchale. 

Mr. BtfCK, a member from Vermont, mentioned 
that a perfon of the name of Whitney, who appears 
to have been an afTociate of Randall, had called j 
upon him in the country, with a propofal of this] 
kind. 

Remarks. — I never was more furprifed in my life, 1 
than when I heard Mr. Dayton, the Speaker, j 
avow, that he had told Mr. Giles he would take care 
tofeleSfiich a Commiitee as fhould detetft XUegmlty, if 
any fuch could exift. 

This fentencc from the Speaker di fee vers to us^ 
that he had but an indifferent opinion of the integrity 
of tome of the members of the Houfe : for, had not 
this been the cafe, he would not have fallen on a 
plan o{ detcEfmg {he guHty. The qualifying phrafe ^ 
" if any fuch could exift," does by no means do 
away the extllence of fufpicion in his mind; for, 
if no fufpicion exifled, why ihould he talk of 
iakifig eare to/iUit a Committee for the purgofe of de- 
k teiiion ? 
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te<?lion ? This laft exprt'flion ha^ alio fomctlilh^ of 
a party nature in it. Mr. Dayton flionld have pre^ 
fumed that every tnend't^r in the lloufe would b& 
anxious to dotett guilt : to lay that he would take 
care tofelcci Turii a Committte as would do this, was 
not only to prelume that there were fome memo 
bers who would not do it^ but it was to hint, at the 
ikmc time, that he knew, or at Icaft guefled, iuh» 
thofe memhers ixere. This conclufion is inevitable; 
for it would have been an ablurdity which io lenii- 
ble a man as the Speaker could not have fallen into, 
to propofe to himfelf the feledling of luch a Commit- 
tee as would be^<r^todeted\ the guilty, if he had had 
an equal confidence in all the members of tlic Houfe; 
or if he had not fome particular members in his eye, 
whom he looked upon as men of more integrity than 
fome others. I know not how the Houfe felt on this 
occafion ; but had I been a member, I freely dC'^ 
clare, that I fhould have felt my honour much more 
deeply wounded by this fuggeflion of the Speaker, 
than by any thing that poflibly could be advanced, 
or even proved, by the land-jobbers themfclves. If 
he had incautioufly let fall fuch expreffions to Mr. 
Giles, there was certainly no kind of neceffity for 
repeating them in public, unlefs called upon to that 
efTedl. This is by no means the leaft exceptionable 
circumflance, as the unafked-for repetition of the 
fuggefiion feems to have been merely a lure for po- 
pularity ; a trick always beneath an independertt 
member of Congrefs, and more efpecially fo, when 
that popularity is to be obtained at the expenfc- of 
his colleagues. 



-t)" 



Tuesday, December igtli. 

Mr. Blount brought forward a refolution in 
nearly the following words : '* Rcfolved, that it be 
*' made a charge againll Robert Randall, that he 
** declared to a Member of this Houfe, that a nun»- 
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** bcr, confifiing of not Icfs than thirty members of 
" this Houle, had engaged to fupport bis memo- 
•' rial." 

Mr. Murray called upon Gentlemen, by their 
finjibility to perjonal dignity^ and tlje character of the- 
Houle, to arrell the motion. Its tendency certainly 
was to place the honour of the Houfe, or a very great part 
of it, m the power of a man, of whofe known profligacy of 
pr'mcifki there could now be no doubt. WiU you, he 
obfervedj permit, nay invite, him whom yoa arraign 
at the bar of this Houfe, to be s.pjihlk accuferf Will 
you adopt a charge againil him, which is in its na- 
ture an imputation, that, however lightly and wic- 
kedly made, will implicate perhaps innocent men t 
Thele men, to refcuc their own reputations, will be 
obliged to rifle their charadlers, on the weight of 
their veracity, by denying this man's charge in tho 
face of a world but too prone to fufpcdt. — By thia 
rootion Randall's aflcrtion to the Gentleman from- 
Virginia (Mr. Giles), the only member who has 
mentioned it, is to be alleged again ft Randall as 
an offence. That Randall faid to the Gentleman that 
there were thirty or forty jnembers7ei:«r<7^, he had no 
doubt — but the believed the fa6't to be, that Randall 
was both deceived himfelf, and attempted to deceive 
the Gentleman — " Why," faid Mr. Murray, " the 
" fellow told me that there were thirty members fe- 
" cured." — Mr. Murray had not thought proper to 
flate that circumftance, bccaufe he did not fo much 
confidcr it as a ta£t material to the deteiftion of 
Randall's guilt, as it was one, which, if mentioned, 
might poiUbly afford to malice an opportunity of af- 
fixing a ftigma to any thirty or forty names at which 
pcrfonal enmity might point. No public good could 
relult from fuch a difclofure — for the affertion of fuch 
a man as Randall could not, among men of honour, 
be deemed a fufKcient ground of fufpicion ; and yet the 
malice of the world, or the rancour of perfonal ene- 

VOL. III. B mve."^^ 
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mies, might attach fufpicion and difhonour to alraoft 
the whole Houfe, from the indefinitenefs of the 
charge. When Randall informed him on Thurfday 
night that there were thirty members who would 
fupport his meafures, he had felt in the very conduct 
which he was then himfelf purfuin'g to detetit Ran- 
dall, to arreft his fcheme, a principle of candour 
towards others, which taught him that other gentle- 
men, to whom Randall had communicated his tcheme 
confidentially, were probably determined, as honeftly 
as himfelf, to crulli the infamous plot againft the 
honour of the Houfe. I^e knew that he who 
would be wicked enough to attempt feduiStion, 
might be weak enough to ufe this intelligence art- 
fully, for the purpofe of leading him the more rea- 
dily to accept terms of infamy ; becaufe the obje6l 
tvas painted as eaflly attainable ; and that Randall 
might with to diminith all qualms, by exhibiting' 
a pretended group of accomplices, whofe company 
would, at leaf)-, diminiih the appearance of iingula- 
rity. I entertained, faid Mr. Murray, no fufpicion 
of any man — I knew Randall to be a corrupt man, 
from his offers to myfelf — I therefore placed all his 
intelligence to the fcore of flimfy art I knew that 
fuch a man was not to be fully believed where his in- 
terefb was to magnify his fuccefs — I drew favourable 
aufpices with refpeft to the corps to which I belong, 
from another piece of intelligence of his, which 
was, that he communicated to tome members, one 
of whom he had named, and whom I knew to be a 
man of honour, in what he called the general way.-^ 
This general way was a difplay oft tie founder part of 
hisfcheme merely, and not the corrupt : confitlingin 
developing the advantages which would refult to the 
Union in the difpofal of their lands, provided the 
Iiarmony of the Indians could be fecured. In this 
view of his plan he gave the fubjedl an attitude far 
Jfrom uaimpofing ; and I conceived, that as, in pro- 

portipa 
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portion to the numbers engaged confidentially, he 
mult know that the hazard of detection increafcd, 
be would not communicate the corrupt view as long 
as he found the more honeft part of the policy might 
appear to Itrilce any gentleman as a raealure uleful 
to his country — I therefore did mtbelieva Randall ia 
the fcnfe he evidently intended, Tlierefore, Sir, I 
did not feel rayiclf at liberty to mention the allertion, 
which 1 conceived to be unavailing as a circum- 
llance neceffary to the example 1 willied to make, 
but which, if communicated, I thought might caft a 
Itain, by the rayltery that enveloped it, upon a body 
whole charadcr ought to be held facred to the confi- 
dence of the country. My duty was to bring Ran- 
dall's attempt to corrupt unequivocally into light ; not 
by repeating all the arts which he ufcd in order to 
corrupt ; not by exhibiting them in a way that might 
wound the feelings of men of honour, who, if charged 
even pertbnally by Randall, would have no refuge 
from odium, but in their charadlers and counter- 
aflertion. This, though always conclulive with tboie 
who perlonally know them, is not a protetition to 
minds of fenfibility againll the flings of calumny. 
The voice of fame is not compofed from the voice of 
men of honour. 

It was, he faid, in the fpirit of fuch reflexions, 
that he and the Gentleman with whom he had 
concerted the mode and lime of difdofure (Mr. 
W. Smith) bad determined to trnft rather to the as 
yet unftained honour of the Houfcj than to theloofe 
declarations of Randall, and therefore had rcfolved 
on Friday morning to make the difclofure before 
fome Gentleman, innocent of the corrupt fcherae, 
and acquainted with the founder part of the plan 
only, might have caufetoblufh at having prelented 
:a memorial which it vfould be their duty to defeat 
.and coyer with infamy. If this charge is exhibited 

£ z againll 
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againfl Randall, he will confefs or deny it ; if he 
confeflcs it, and, in the difpofition that often accom- 
panies detedlcd guilt, fhould name particular 
gentlemen, though their counter*aflertion would 
completely, in his own mind, outweigh the charge 
of a corrupt and profligate accufer, like Randall, yet 
would every man of delicacy have caafe to regret, 
that, merely for the purpofe of adding to the charges 
againft a roan proved to be wicked, a ftain had 
glanced' from him upon a name innocent and ho« 
nourable. Let gentlemen a6t with magnanimity 
upon this occalion — Let them refift a motion, 
which, however purely conceived, may even- 
tually wound honeft fame, without detedting guilt. 
Mr. Murray folemnly believed, that Randall's aflcr- 
tion was either faUe totally, or true only as it re- 
iJ3e<3ed thoie who had litiened to him for the purpofe 
of making an example — or thofc to whom he had fpo- 
ken in what he had called the general way. If Ran- 
dall denied this charge, it would reft on the afler- 
tion of the Gentleman from Virginia, but could not 
■aStOi members farther, than as the meafure of in- 
quiry feemed to imply fufpicion. He and the Gen- 
tleman irom South Carolina had both a<5ted upon 
the prefumption of innocence in members, and they 
had refolved on the timely difclofure yefterday, left 
even one^ member, however innocent, might be 
jJacedin a painful lituation by prefenting the memo- 
rial. If Randall is charged with this as an offence, 
he verily believed the Houfe betrayed its own honour 
to the malice of the world. He would therefore 
vote decidedly again fl it 

Mr. Murray, in the courfe of his fpeech, added 
feveral other obiervations. He did not doubt that 
in every diltri6t of the continent, thirty favourUes 
would be pointed out, whom the people in that 

quarter. 
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at leaft fome among them, would be 
lifpofed to confign to infamy ; and perhaps there 

was not one diflridl in the Union where the fame 

thirty members would be named. Tt would be faid, 
*' Sir, they are not named, but / hiow who are ihe 

|,** ntm" So rapid were the communications of the 
prels, lb keen the appetite for fcandal, that, when 
once the ftory was circulated, it might be impoffible 
ever to get rid of it. 

Mr. Giles replied ; He was In favour of the mo- 
tion of Mr. Blount. He faid it was evident from 
the way in which this whole communication had 
been brought forward, that there had been no pre- 
vious correfpondcnce between Mr. Murray and him- 
felf. They had felt differently. Mr. Giles had in- 
formed the Speaker of the Houie. Mr. Murray and 
hisfriend(Mr.\V. Smith)had communicated the affair 
to the Prelident; a meafure of which, as it flruck 
Mr. Giles, he did not diflinflly perceive the pro- 

, priety. Mr. Giles had conlldered it as bed to wait in 
iilence till the petition of Randall fhould come for- 
ward. Mr. Murray had fuggcfted a variety of deli- 
cate motives for breaking the matter to the Houfe, 
left the petition fhould cqme forward and hurt the 
feelings of an innocent and unfufpedting Member. 
Mr. Giles did not with to diminifh the credit fully 
due to the Gentleman in this refpeft. He himfelf 
had felt fomewhat differently. He had aiSted differ- 
ently. 

Mr. HiLLHOUSE was convinced that there was 
not a Gentleman in the Houfe whofe charafter refted 
on fo flender a foundation as to be affedted by any 
thing this man could fay. He felt no anxiety for 
the reputation of the Houfe, for he knew that it 
was not in the fmalleft danger. The refolution 
went merely to make Randall confefs that he had 
f^id fo and lb. It implied nothing tending to afFedl 

E ? meoibcis^ 
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members. A man covered ith infamy making fuch 
charges could not expefl credit, or obtain it from 
any body. Mr. Hillhoufe was, for thefe reafons, 
ill favour of the refolution for interrogating Ran- 
dall. 

The refolution paffed in the affirmative. 

Wednesday, 30/A December, 1795. 

Randall and Whitney being in cuftody, a de- 
bate took place with refped to allowing them coun- 
lel at the bar of the Houfc, which was alfo deter- 
mined in the affirmative. On this occafion Mr. 
Chrijlie obferved, that he had known Randall for 
many years, and had never heard of any thing againft 
him before. He had lately been at Detroit, and Mr. 
Chriftic believed that he had been injured by keeping 
had company. He was not the firft man in the coun- 
try who had been corrupted by Britijk influence and 
Britijh company. He moved that Randall Ihould be 
allowed until to-morrow at twelve o'clock. This 
was negatived. 

Remarks.^ — It appeared to me particularly cruel 
to negative this motion of Mr. Chriftie's, feeing that 
poor Randall, whom Mr. Chrift'te had hiotvn for fo 
many years, had been injured by keeping bad company. 
But, as to Britifh influence, I could not for my life 
■perceive with what propriety it was brought inhere. 
It teemed rathf r a wanton attack on the cbarailer 
of a nation, whofe influence in the line of corrup- 
tion has not been made apparent in this country ; 
and I may add, it was a wanton attack on the peo- 
ple of this country too, to fay that Randall *' was 
not thefirfi man in it who had been corrupted by Bri- 
tifh influence." Mr. Chriftie feems, indeed, to have 
fallen into the cant of the oppofers of the treaty ; 
for we know that they attributed its concluflon 
Snd ratification to the influence of Britifh gold. We 

have 
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have fccn the firm, candid, and upright man, who 
negotiated that treaty, and the fenators who ad- 
vifed its ratification, burnt in an effigy, reprefenting 
thera as receiving the gold of Great Britain ; we 
have been long fcandahzed at thefe Iccnes, and at 
the atrocious falfehood of the opinion they were in- 
tended to propagate ; one would have hoped there- 
fore, that no Member of Congrefs would have fanc- 
tioned, in any manner, however indiretft, proceed- 
ings from which every well-informed and honefl man 
turns with indignation. 

As to the innocence of the land-jobbers, it would 
be wrong fo fay any thing pofitive about it after the 
decifion of the Ploufe ; but it was not to be won- 
dered at if men of ihat profejjion Ihould imagine it 
poffible to bribe the members of Congrefs after what 
they had heard of other people in the Government. 
After having heard of the " precious confetTions" 
and '* overtures" of Mr. Randolph, on behalf of 
himfelf and others, one would not have been fiir- 
prifed if they had attempted to bribe the Prefidcnt 
himfelf. They found, however, other fori of mm to 
^eal with *. 

On (he ReceJ>lion of the French Flag. 

Tuesday, January ^ih, 1796. 

I was rather late in my attendance in Congreft ' 
this day ; a circumflance the more diflrefiiug, as I 
found not only the gallery, but even the paflage alfo, 
full of Ipeitators. J, at laft, made Ihift to reach my 
poft ; but not without an infinite deal of difficulty; 
for the citizens I had to deal with, being in general 
brimful of the doftrine of equality, pay but very 
httlcrelped to old age. 



* Men of a higher price ! 
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Every perfon within the walls of this Houfc feem- 
ed to be waiting for the developeinent of fome great 
and important myftery. The members were paired 
off, laying their heads together, whifpering and 
liftening with great eagerncfs-; while the Speaker, 
feated with his chin fupported between his right fin- 
ger and thumb, and his eyes rivetted to the floor, 
appeared loft, bpried alive, as it were, in profun- 
dity of thought. Never did wifdom appear more 
lovely in my eyes. " Two fuch flatues," faid I to 
myfelf, " would have become the Ihrine of Minerva 
*' much better than the blinking twilight moufers, 
^' that her votaries formerly placed on it. ' 

This ferioufnefs of the members of the Houle 
naturally produced the moft anxious expedlation in 
the minds of the good citizens in my quarter. A 
thouland ridiculous inquiries were made in the twink- 
ling of an ej'e, which were anfwered by a thoufand 
ilill more ridiculous conje61ures. One faid that a 
law was going to be read to oblige the Virginians to 
free their flaves and pay their juft debts ; but another 
fwore that was impoffible. A third declared a fe- 
cond embargo was to be laid ; and a fourth obferved 
that it was to hinder the cruel Englilh from carrying 
off our ppor horfes, to eat them in the Weft Indies. 
In fhort, wefe I to repeat all that T hea'rd, I fhould 
never have done ; for, of two hundred of us, no 
two individuals were of the fame opinion. One 
thing, however, we all agreed in , an impatience 
that I Ihould in vain endeavour to defcribe, but of 
which the half-fuccefsful lover, who has waited for 
an anfwer to a fupplicating billet-doux, may have 
ibtne faint idea. 

To tell the reader the truth of my opinion, I was 
afraid that fome new confifcating or fequeftrating 
projeft was on foot ; and when Mr. Dayton, the 
Speaker, awoke from his revericj^ and began to 
ipeak, " Lord have mercy," faid I, •• upon the pooi- 
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, ** Britifh creditors." My fears on this accouut were 
I foon dillipatcd. The Sj)eaker told us that tliis mel- 
I fagc was of the moil "yo/eW and "/erious'* na- 
I ture, and he therefore requetted both the members of 
I the Houte and the flrangcrs hi the gallery to obferve 
I the pro foun deft filence. 

I The reader will eaiily imagine, that a warning 
I like this iiicrealed the torture of fiifpenfe. It was 
I now that we felt the value of the hearing faculty. I 
I obferved my neighbours brufliing afide their matted 
land untutored locks, that notliing might impede the 
I entrance of the glad tidings. We were, as the poet 
I .fays, "all eye, all ear." But there was a little man 
I down below, whofe anxiety fcemed tofurpafs that of 
I all the reft. He crept to within a very few paces of 

■ the leeward fide of the chair, and, turning hirafelf 
liideways, lifted up the left corner of his wig, pla- 
Icing the auricular orifice open and extended, in a di- 
I je6t line with the Speaker's mouth, lb that not a fin- 
l^le breath of the precious founds could poffihly ef- 
Icape him. His longing countenance feemed to fay, 
IJn the language of his countryman Macbeth : — 
f.*' Speak ! fpeak ! had I three ears, by Heaven I'd 
l^earthee." 

I The attitude of this fubaltern quidnunc had like 
Ito have thakcn the inflexibility of my mufcles ; I 
ijpaade a fhift, however, to mould them up into a gra- 
wvity adapted to the awfulnefs of the fcenc that was 

■ preparing for my view. All at once, as if by the 
Ipowcr of magic, the doors flew open, " grating on 
I*' their liinges harfb thunder," and the Prcfident's 

■ Secretary was introduced with an American otHcer 

■ licaring a flag, which 1 took to be a rcprefentation 
I of the day of judgment. It had a ihunderbolt in the 
[centre, with a cock perched upon it; the emblems of 
|Alm»ghty vengeance and of watchfuhiefs. At two 
ipf the corners the globe was reprefented in a flame. 
iThc ft a fFw^s covered with black velvet, fad coloiir 

L ^v 
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' of de^th, and crowned with a Parifian pike, fatat 
inftrument, on which the bleeding and ghaftly heads. 
Day, even the palpitating hearts of men, women, 
and children, have fo often been prefentcd to the 
view of the polite and humane inhabitants of that 
capital. 

Curiofity now gave way to another paffion, that 
of fear. For my part, I am not afhamed to confets, 
that I never was in fuch trepidation lince I firft €zw 
the light of day. Nor were my companions in a 
more enviable ftate. I looked round, and beheld the 
affrighted group huddled up together, like a brood 
of chickens waiting the mortal grip of the voracious 
kite. In this general pidturc of confternation one 
objedV attracted particular notice. It was a demo- 
crat, who was fo fully perfuaded that the flag was the 
harbinger of fate, that he began to anticipate the 
torments of the world to come. Never did I before 
behold fuch dreadful Ij'mptoms of a guilty confci- 
ence. He was as white as paper, his knees knock- 
ed together, his teeth chattered, he wrung his hands 
and rolled his eyes, but durft not lift them towards 
heaven. His vfoire was like the yell of the inhabit- 
ants of the infernal regions, " Oh I Franklin 
•* Pache ! Franklin Bache ! Oh ! that infernal athe- 
** iftical Calendar!" This was all we could get fron\ 
him ; but this was enough to affure me, that he was 
ofie of thofe unhappy wretches, who had been led 
aftray by the profligate correfiwndents of Mr. Bache, 
and by the atheiftical decadery Calendar, which that 
gentleman has, with fo much unholy zeal, endea- 
voured to introduce amongft us, in place of the 
Chriflian one, we, as yet, make ufe of. 

My attention was called off" from this terrific pic- 
ture of delpair by a voice from beneath. A tall Ipare, 
man, dreiVed all in black from head to foot, who 
fcemed to be " ^ Calm Obferver,^* was beginning, 
in a hollow voice, to read (as I expeded) the de- 
4. • ti's^ie^ 
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crecsof fate, but to my agreeable furprife I found it 
was a decree of the National Convention • it was io 

the following words.- 

To the Reprefentatives of the United States of America 
in Crmgrefi ajfcmbled. 

Citizens Tteprffastatives, 

f The connexions which nature, reciprocal events, 
and a happy concurrence of circumftances, have 
formed between two tree nations, cannot but be io- 
diiibluble. You have ftrcngthened thofe facred ties 
by the declarations which the Minifter Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States has made in your name to 
the National Convention, and to the French people. 
They have been received with rapture by a nation^ 
who know how to appreciate every tcfiimony which 
the United States have given to them of their afFec- 
tion. The colours of l>oth nations, united in the cen* 
tre of the National Convention, will be an everlaft- 
ing evidence of the part which the United States 
have taken in the fuccel's of the French Republic. 

You were the firft defenders of the rights of man, 
in another hernifphere. Strengthened by your ex- 
ample, and endowed with an invincible energy, the 
French people havevanquiflied that tyranny, wliich 
during fo many centuries of ignorance, fuperftition, 
and baleneft, had cuchained a generous nation. 

Soon did the people of the United States per- 
ceive, that every vi(5tory of ours ftrengthcned their 
independence and happinefs. They were deeply 
affe^ed at our momentary misfortunes, occafioned 
by trcafons pure ha led by Engliili gold. They have 
celebrated with rapture the fuccefles of our brave 
armies. 

None of thefe fympathetic emotions have efcaped 
the fenfibility of the French nation. They have 
.all fcrved to cement the motl intimate and folid 
union that has ever exited between two nations. 
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The Citizen Adft, who will relidc near your Go- 
vernment in quality of Minillcr Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic, is fpccially intlrudted to 
tighten the bands of fraternity and mutual benevo- 
lence. We hope that he may fulfil this principal 
cbjedl of his miflion, by a condutt worthy of the 
confidence of both nations, and of the reputation 
which his patriotifm and virtues have acquired him. 

An analogy of political principles ; the natural 
relations of commerce and induftry ; -the efforts and 
immenfe facrifices of both nations in defence of li- 
berty and equality ; the blood which they have Ipilled 
together ; their avowed hatred for delpots ; the mo- 
deration of their political views ; the difinterefied- 
nefs of their councils ; and cfpecially the fuccefs of 
the vows which they have made in pretence of the 
Supreme Being, to be free or die, all combine to ren- 
der indeiiru6lible the connexions which they have 
formed. 

Doubt it not. Citizens ; we Ihall finally deftrojr 
the combihation of tyrants ; you, by the pid^ure of 
profperity, which in your vaft countries has fucceeded 
to a bloody ftruggle of eight years ; we, by the ca- 
thufiafm which glows in the breaft of every French- 
man. Aflonifhed nations, too long the dupes of 
perfidious kings, nobles, and priefts, will eventu* 
ally recover their rights, and the human race will 
owe to the American and French nations their re- 
generation and lafting peace. 

Paris, 30th Vendemiaire, 3d year of ithe French 
Republic, one and indivifible. 
The Members of the Committee of Public Safety, 

J. S. B. Delmas, 
Merlin [of Douai], &c. 

*' This Merlin" fays Do6tor Moore, in his Jour- 
nal, " is not thought to be quite fo great a conjurer 
<• as his namefake of old." The opinion here re- 

late4 
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lated bv the Dodor feems to be pretty well confirm- 
ed by the difpatch before us ; and 1 think we may 
add J that the reft of the Committee of Public Safety, 
who participated in drawing it up, were no greater 
conjurers than their colleague. 

Paflingby the general llyle of this Anglo-Gallican ^ 
epiflle, kt us examine a pairage or two of its contents. ^ 

*' The connexions which nature, reciprocal evenis, 
** and a happy concurrence of circuraftances, have 
*• formed between two free nations, cannot but be 
" indiflbluble." 

By this we are to underftand, that, in our 7/5/«r^,.^ 
and in the evaits of our rcvoktion, we refemble the-*W 
French. In the firft place, what has nature given 
us in common with them ? Are we defcended from 
the fame race ? is the refemblance to be found ia 
our perfons, in our language, or in our difpofitions ? 
Did ever any body hear an American (except he wai^ 
a frenchified democrat) running on with an cternat" 
bombaftical babble about nothing ? Do we ling, 
dance, and cut throats, all in the fame inilant ? 
Place one of our plain, fober, fenlible young men by 
the fide of a profligate prig of the revolution, and 
fee if you can find any two animals of God's cre- 
ation between which there is fo little likenefs. What> 
then, has nature done to draw us together, as they 
call it ? It appears to me that fhc has acted in a 
fenfe direflly oppofite. Like a tender and folidtous 
mother, feeing her favourite children forming con- 
Ltiexions contrary to her laws, fhe has exerted all her 
l-cfForts to draw them from their ruin. May we hlten 
mto her voice ! and not fuffer ourfelves to be fucked 
Vinto the rattlelhake embraces of thofe anarchifts, 
^whom the fays " avoid, as you would avoid my 
I" curfe!" 

K As the nature of a people is a thing entirely indc- 
■ pendent of their own agency, I fee no great reafon 
» that we have to be offended at the Convention for 
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afpiring torcicmble us in natural difpofitions and af> 
fedlion ; but, withTcipeit to /he ei>ents of 6tu- two re- 
volutions, the work of our own hands, to tell us 
that we are conneded by a (imilarity here, is what 
we may, and ought to be oflendcd at, and highly 
too. Did we begin our revolution by murder? Was 
our declaration of independence, like their declara- 
tion of rights, promulgated aniidft the cries of the 
dying ? Or did the heralds ftand to read it under the 
dripping head of fbme innocent vidlim ? Was our 
Congrefs ever divided into impious fa'5tions, ftriving 
to outvie each othej in cruelty and blafphemy ? Did 
they decree the word of God to be a lie, and write 
over our burial-places : " This is the place oietertuU 
fleep ?" Did we ever fee the guillotine permanent 
in our market-places; children bound beneath it, 
while the blood of their parents flowed on the leaf- 
fold ; our gutters running with the ftrcams of life ? 
Did we cut off the heads of our fathers and mo- 
thers, drag our children to death ? And did thefe^ 
Reprefentatives of the French people ever hear that 
our Congrefs applauded llich hcllirfi adts ? Did they 
ever hear, that we roafted people alive, and cut off 
their fleth to eat ; that we fl ripped poor innocent 
dctencelefs .women, and Ihot them by hundreds, 
with infants in their arms ? Did they ever hear of 
men, born in America, or in any other country ex- 
cept France, lavage enough to tear out the heart of 
a human being and bite it with their teeth ; rip open 
women with child, and flick the quivering embryo 
on the point of their bayonets ? Is there any Ameri- 
can bale enough to fay that we were guilty of thefe 
things ? And if we never were, in the name of all 
that's impudent, hov^ durfl they thus infult us by 
comparing the events of our revolution to thofe of 
their own ? — Never, till I heard this difpatch read, 
didlwiihfor a feat among the Legiflators of the 
Union. Had I been on that floor, this hedtoring 

e^ifile 
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eplftle fhould never have gone into the world, with- 
out being accompanied with a proof, that one AraC' 
rican at leaft ielt as he ought to do the indignity 
offered to the charatler of his nation *. 

But let us proceed to another pafTage. — " Soon 
*' did the people of the United States perceive lliat 
*' every victory of ours ftrengthcned their inde- 
" pendciice and happinefs. I'hey were deeply af- 
** fc61cd at our momentary misfortunes, occafioncd 
" by treafons purchafcd by Englifh gold. They 
•* have celebrated with rapture the fucccffes of our 
** brave armies," 

Now, let me ailc who are thofe people of the 
United States, that " faonfercehed" that what Mat- 
ter Merlin pteafcs to call victories Jlrmgthemd their 
independence and htipfmefs ? For my part, I was fo 
far from perceiving this yoo«, that I have never per- 
ceived it at all ; no, nor even imagined eitlier. It 
would be but a poor pitiful independence, I am. 
afraid, were it dependant on their vidlories. Their 
vidlories, if we ought to call viflories what has 
been purcliafed by the ruin of au empire, have beca 
iu a quarter where we have neither territory nor 
commercial connexions. What is their operrun- 
ning ttie Low Countries to us ? What fafcty can wc 
poflibly derive from their fuccefs iu Savoy, cir their 
iale viilory on ihe Rhine? Had they fallied out, in- 
deed, and deliroycd the great Levin ihuHf atid efln-j 
blifhed for ever the liberty of the teas, astlnjy faith- 
fully promifed us they would, t thouid have liftencAJ 
to them ; but, alas ! the fca-moufter ftiUrells about. 



* Left the reader fiiould imagine that the horrid dee ds glanced 
at in this paragraph are advancei;! at random, I refer him 10 the 
BleaJy Euof. In this work the atJVighted readiif will fee clear con- 
vincing pmofi of fuch confiimmatc viliany, fuch refinement ia 
barbarity, as never before entered into the tieart of the moft fa- 
vage butcher gf the hum an fpecies. 
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fweeptng them from the face of the waters, when-' 
ever he meets with them. This is line flrengthcn- 
in* of our independence ! 

Befides, there is foniethinj!; in the very idea of an 
independence tliat Itands in need of the ftrength of 
another nation, which, to me, appears ridiculous. 
Independence ought to imply capacity to ftand 
alone. If, then, we have this capacity, what need 
have wc of French aid ? And, if we have it not, we 
do wroog to talk, about independence at all ; for, a 
(iepemhint independence is the molt unenviable flate 
into wliich a poor helplefs nation ever fell.— It is 
eafy to difcover why they are continually plying us 
with this old threadbare tale ; but it is not fo eafy 
to difcover how it happens that lb many among us 
are ftill their dupes. 

We now come to the " Englith gold." They 
tell us, that the people of this country " were deep- 
*' ly aiFedted at their momet^tary misfortunes, occa- 
" fioncd by trcafons purchafed by Englifh gold." 
— Thii is an excellent way of accounting for miC- 
fortunes. When the French gain a victory, it is by 
their valour, but when they are beaten, it is by the 
gold of their enemies. There is one circumftancc 
here, which, it would feem, our dear friend Mer- 
lin overlooked ; and that is, where there are trea- 
fons therd muft be traitors, and where there is cor- 
ruption there muft be receivers as well as givers. 
This being the cafe, it naturally follows, that this 
Englift^ gold has been received by corrupt French 
traitors. Whether this does them honour or not, 
or whether it be a circumflance that ought to excite 
our confidence in their nation, I leave the reader 
to determine. 

But Low does this apply to ourfelves ?— What 
have we to do with their money matters ? — Ah ! 
perhaps the reader does not fee why this Englifh. 
£old was flipped into the flag epiflle. It was not 

without 
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without a motive, I can afTure him. The writers 
knew that their epiftle would be publifhed in this 
country, and they looked upon it as a fine oppor- 
tunity to hint at Englifh corruption, when the treaty 
was about to arrive among us *, They knew alfo 
that they had made abundant ufe of gold them- 
felves ; and we have ever feen that it is the practice 
of the world to cry out on others, while ihe fin 
lies at their own door. 

We have heard ranch talk about Englifh gold, 
or, as it is commonly called, the " gold of Pitt;" 
but I would venture my life, that there is not a An- 
gle perfon in the United States, who believes that it 
has been employed among us. A proof, an infalli- 
ble proof, that it has not, we hear it exclaimed 
againA. Gold has a different efFeft : it ever makes 
converts : it opens the mouth of the boifterous de- 
magogue againft every body elfe but the donor- 
Had Mr. Pitt known " the pretended patriots of 
" America," as well as Citizen Fauchet did ; had 
he known that their conlciences were going off dog- 
cheap, he might have employed a few thoufand 
guineas to good purpofe. He might have bought 
up all the Democratic Societies in the country at the 
reafonable rate of twenty pounds ^fr club. Thete 
remarks may poflxbly reach Mr. Pitt ; if they 
fhould, I hereby engage, if he will feqd me a bank 
hill of ten thoufand pounds, to turn the hearts O! 
all this horde of patriots in the courle of one month, 
from the date of my receipt. I will not only filencc 
their execrations againft him, but will turn thcif' 
cerberean bowlings info ibngs of praile. Inftead o 
the bloody Ca ira and the brutal Carmagnole, I will' 
make them bawl out, " Britannia rule the Waves ;" 
nay, even " God fave great George our King/ 



* This epiftle was written in Oflober, 1794 ; and confequentl/J 
they expefled it would arrive here bcfure Mr. ]ay, 
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And all this I undertake to do for the reafonaUe 
cotnminion of twenty-five per cent. The reader 
snay, perhaps, look upon tliis as prefumption in 
vac ; but when he rccoilec^ts that I have to do vrith 
Democratic Societies ; when he recollecis that Citi- 
zen F'auchet could have " determined on chit war 
" or on fetice," with the aid of only *• a few thou* 
*' fand of dollars,'' he will be ready to allow, that 
I could perform what I here promifc with ten thou- 
fand good i)outids fterling. 

In the next ientcnce of the pafTage above quoted^ 
^lerlin tells us, that the people of America ** oele- 
*' brated with rapture the lucceffcs of the brave 
" French armies." — Aye, aye, and of the bravt 
French feets too. I wi/h Mailer Merlin had fpoken 
as little truth here as he has done in the rctl of his 
epiftle. For my part, I hare ever been afhamed of 
thcfe ccicbratious of the French fuccefles : they ap- 
peared to me to be indications of afpirit of partia- 
lity, very unbecoming in a people who were conti- 
nually putting in tlieir claims io the rights and pri- 
vileges «f neutrality. But let us do jultice here. 
Who were thefe civic feaficrs ? — " The people of 
" America/' fays Merlin ; bi.t Merlin is a little 
miftaken here. They were compofed of the drankea 
rabble of fonie great towns, beaded by thofe wbo 
"were very probably in the pay of the Conyention. 
Lam aware that I Ihall be told here, that the can- 
nons of the State of Pennfylvania were fired at tbeie 
fealts, that the Governor aililied in perfon, and that 
hmourahle mention is made of him, in the prodi-' 
verbal (or minutes of the proceedings) fent to the 
French Government ; but this will not make me re- 
tra<St what I have faid about drunken rabble, nor 
about thofe who were very probably in the pay of 
the Convention ; on the contrary, I produce this 
circumflance as a proof of thefe my afTertions. 

J IlhaU 
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I fhall take particular notice of but one paffage 
teore of this loving legiflative epil^le, — " An ana- 
" logy of political principles; the natural relations of 
*' commerce and induflry; the efforts and imrtienfe 
*' facrifices of both nations, in the defence of H- 
*' berly and cqualily : the blood which they haVe 
*' fpilled together; theif avowed hatred fur deC- 
** pots ; the moder-it-'kiji^ of their political views; 
** the difinterefteducis of their councils ; andefpe-j 
*^ cially the fuccefs of the vmvs ivhlrh they have tfiadi\ 
*• in the prefence of the Supreme Beings Id be free, of I 
" die, — all combine to render IndellructiWe thtsl 
" connexions which they have formed." I 

And do they tcU us, that our vows to tile Sy- i 
preme Being refemble theirs r And have they the 
afTurance to talk to us about the Supreme Being, J 
after the publication of their decrees? Do we not 1 
kiiow, that one of this very Convention who write'a J 
to us thus, mounted the tribune of the AflemWy,! 
and called on them to " thfovi' down the altars of* 
*' God ?" And do we not know, that the Con- 
vention, in confequence of this impious motion, de- 
creed, that the French people acknowledged no other 
godj or rather goddefs, but Reafon f They not only 
infiituted and celebrated a fclHval to this new- J 
fangled deity, but z flnimpet was accoutred in the 1 
habiliments of Rcafon, fcated on a throne of turf, I 
furrounded with the infignia of what fhe was faid to | 
teprcfent, and in this guife received the adorations * 
of the Convention, as well as of the people of Paris. 
Can we have forgotten thefc things ? Can we have 
forgotten the decree that orders all religious books , 
to be burnt, and can we have forgotten that this was I 
really done ? Who were the men, then, that did all I 
this ? The very Convention, that now talks to uf " 
about the Supreme Being. — But we are told tliat 
they have novir abjured their errors ; that they have 
now decreed that there is a God.'^Vecreed that t.Ke,i:<i 
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is a Go4 ' What blafphemy ! As if it were as caljr 
to overturn the throne of Heaven, as that of their 
own country ! Is there any Chriftian, is there any 
man, that can hear language like this vvithout 
flruddering ? Arc thefe our principles ? — No : we 
imitate them in nothing. And I hope in God we 
never ftiall. 

I mufl now infert tlic letter of the French Minif* 
tcr and that of the Prefident, which were commu- 
nicated to the Houfc immediately after the dilpatch 
I have juft been remarking on. Bnt, firft of all, it 
will be ncceflary to give the letter of the Prefi- 
dentj by which the bulincfs was opened to tlie Con- 
grefs. 

I Gentlemen of the Settate, and of the 

i Hotife of ReprefeniativeSf 

A letter from the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic, received on the 2 2d ot lalt month, 

'covered an addrefs dated the 21ft ofOtSober, 1794* 
ftom the Committee of Public Safety, to the Repre- 
fentatives of the United States in Congrefs ; and alfo 
informed me that he was inflru<£ted by the Committee 
to prcfent to the United States the colours of France. 
I therefore propolbd tu receive them lail Friday, the 
iirftday of the new year, a day of general joy and 
congratulation. On that day the Minifler of the 
French Republic delivered the colours, with an ad- 
drefs, to which I returned an anfwer. By the latter 
the Houfe will fee that I have informed the Minifter, 
that the colours will be depofited with the archives 
of the United States, But it feemed to me proper 
previoufly to exliibit to the two Houfes of Congrels 
thefe evidences of the continued friendfhip of the j 
French Republic, together with the fentimcnts ex- H 
prelled by me on the occahon in behalf of th« ~ 
United States, They are herewith communicated, 

G. Washington, 

^^^^ 4 htenck 
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Mr. President, 

I come to acquit myfelf of a duty very dear to my 
heart. — I come to depofit in your liands, and in the 
midft of a people jufily renowned for their courage 
and their love of liberty, the fymbol of the triuoiphs 
and of the enfranchiferaent of my nation. 

When ftie broke her chains ; — when fhe pro- 
claimed the imprelcripttble rights of man ; — when, 
in a terrible war, fhe fealed with her blood the co- 
venant flie had made with Liberty, — her own happi- 
nefs was not alone the objefl of her glorious efforts ; 
— her views extended alfo to all free people. She 
faw their interefts blended with her own, and doubly 
rejoiced in her viclories, which in affuring to her the 
enjoyment of her rights, became to them ncvfgua' 
rantees of their independence. 

Thefe fentlments, which animated the French J 
nation from the dawn of their revolution, have ac- 
quired new flrength finc« the foundation of the Re- 
public. France, at that time, by the form of its 
government, adlmilated to, or rather identified with, 
free people, faw in them only friends and brothers. 
Long accuftomed to reo:ard the American people as 
her nloil faithful allies, (he has Ibught to draw clofer 
the ties already formed in the fields of America, un- 
der the aufpices of vidlory, over the ruins of ty- 
ranny. 

The National Convention, the organ of the will 
of the French nation, have more than once ex- 
prefled their fentiments to the American people ; — 
but, above all, thefe burft forth on that auguft day, 
when the Minifter of the United States prefented to 
the National Reprcfentation the colours of his 
country. Defiring never to lofe recollcdiions as 
icar to Frenchmen as they muft be to Americans, the 

s 3 Conventioo. 
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Convention ordered lliat thcfc colours ilioulcT btt 
placed in the hall of their fittiiigs. 'J'hey Ijad expe^ 
riciiced fenlations too ajfri-eablc not to caule thein tq 
be partaken of by their allies, and decreed that to 
tbcm the National colours fhould he prcfented. 

Mr. President, I do not doubt their expectation^ 
will be fulfilled ; and I am convinced that every ci- 
tizen will receive with a pleating cn)otion> thi^ 
flag, clfewhcrc the terror of the enemies of liberty, 
here th& certain pledge of faithful friendfhip ; efpe^ 
cially when they rerollct i that it guides to combat, 
men who have Jhared their toils, and who were pre- 
pared for liberty by aiding them to aci^uire tieiir. 
oun, 

(Signed) P. A. Adet. 

JPrefiJent's Jinfmer. 

Born, Sir, in a land of liberty ; having early 
learned its value; having engaged in a perilous 
conflict to defend it ; having, in a word, devoted the 
bed years of my life to fecure its permanent eftablilh- 
IDcnt in my own country ; my anxious recolle<Slion|, 
my fympathetic feelings, and my bed wifhes are ir-> 
reiidibly excited, whenfoever in any country I fee ai^ 
oppreiTed nation \infurl the banners of freedom. 
But above all, thepventsof the French revolution 
< have produced the decpcil folicitude, as well as the 
higheft admiration. To call your nation brave 
were to pronounce but common praife. Wonder- 
ful people ! Ages to come will read with aflonifh- 
ment the hiftory of your brilliant exploits ! I rejoice 
that the period of your toils and of your immeote 
facrifices is approaching. I rejoice that the intereft- 
ing revolutionary movements of fo many years have 
iliued in the formation pf a confiitution defigned .to 
give permanency to the great objedl for which you 
have contended. I rejoice that liberty, which you 
have fo long embraced with enthufiafm, — liberty, of 

■which 
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which you have been the invincible Jefcndcrs, now 
finds an a fyl urn in the bolbm of a regularly orga- 
nized government; — a governnient, which, being 
formed toiiicure the happitieCs of the French people, 
correfponds with the ardent willies of my hearl, ' 
while it gratifies the pride of every citizen of fhc 
United States, by its refemblancc to their own. — • , 
Oil ihcfe glorious events, accept, Sir, my fi nceroi] 
congratulations. 

In delivering to you thefe fentimenis, Icxprcfs not 
my own feelings only, but thofe of my fcllo\v-citi~ 
zens, in relation to the commencement, \\ic progreJiSf-.^ 
and the ijfue of the French rgvolution * ; and the}» 
will cordially join with me in purefl: wiOies to tha I 
Supreme Being, that the citizens of our lifter re- 
public, our magnanimous allies, may (bon enioy in 
peace, that liberty, which they have purchaled at 
lb great a price, and all the happinefs which liberty 
can beftow, 

I receive, Sir, with lively fenfibility, the fyrabol | 
of the triumphs and of the enfranchifcmcnt of your 1 
nation, tlie colours of France, which you have now,] 
prefcntcd to the Unhed States. The traniadtion wiltj 
be announced to CougreG ; and the colours will be. 
depofited with thofe archives of the United States,,, 
which arc at once the evidences and the memorial*! 
of their freedom and independence. May thefc be| 
perpetual ! and may the IViendlTiip of the two re- 
publics be commenfurate with their exil^ence ! 

G. Washington, 



There is nothing in this letter of the French 
Minifter, which feems to call for a remark, after 
what I have faid on the letter of the Committee of 
Public Safety, except it be the clc^txg fentence ; 



7« POLITICAL CENSOR, No. I. 

>;vhere he tells us, that the flag guides to combat 
men who have Ihared our toils, and who were pre- 
pared for liberty by aiding us to acquire our own. 
. The firft thing I Ihall take notice of here, is, 
their aiding us to acquire liberty. If this be true, 
w€ knew not what liberty was before their arrival. 
We were, then, Jlaves to the King of Great Bri- 
tain. Take care, Mr. Adet ; you have touched on 
a tender firing here ! What ! Sir, were we flaves ? 
And are we yet \.he forts of Jlaves ? If you find me 
one fingle American (of Britifh defcent) who will 
allow that he is the fon of a Jluve, I'll give you 
leave to guillotine me to-morrow morning, frefh 
and fading. 

The Prefident begins his anfwer by reje<Sl!ng this 
degrading idea. " Born, Sir, in a land of liberty" 
As if he had faid : No, no, Sir, I am no freed man > 
I was never a flave ; I was born free. — " Born, Sir, 
*' in a land of liberty ; having early learned its va- . 
** lue ; having engaged in a perilous conflidt to </(?- 
** fend it ;" and not to acquire it. This is the lan- 
guage of every American that has too much refpeft 
for himfelf and his anceftors, to allow that he is no 
better than a freed negro. To talk of aiding us to 
acquire our liberty, what is it but to put us on a foot- 
ing with thofe deluded wretches, whom Vi6tor 
Hugues is now aiding to acquire their liberty at St. 
Vincent's and Granada ? 

And with refpedl to the 'aid that we received from 
France ;•. there are but very few of us nowadays 
who are not well convinced, that that aid was af- 
forded from motives that call for no mighty degree 
of gratitude ; and even if we could ever have had 
a doubt of this, the exprefs declarations of .the Con- 
vention would have removed it. But, fuppofipg 
the aid to have been given from motives of pure love . 
to us, and regard to our welfare ; who gave it ? 
Not the National Convention. It was a King, 
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whom tbat Convention has put to death. — The Mi- 
nifter tells us, that the flag " guides to combat, 
" men who have Jhared our toils.*' What ! did 
the armies of the Convention ever fhare our toils ? ^ 
I fancy we fhall find, that few of the men who ™ 
fhared our toils have efcaped the fatal axe. Thofe 
that did, are pining away their days in a difmalj^ 
dungeon, or are fled into Ibme foreign land; nay,^l 
fome of the men who fhared our toils, arc now 
fharing the toils of the Britifh, inftead of the French 
armies. ^- 

Any hint of this kind might, then, have heen^B 
fpared at the preicnttng of the thunderbolt flag ;^| 
but, it fcems, we are never to hear the lafl: of this^B 
affiftance received from France. Not a letter, not 
a communication, be it ever fo fliort or fo trifling, 
do we ever receive without being reminded of it. 
It is a maxim, that, when once an obligation is 
mentioned by the obliging party, the obligation 
ceafes. How often, then, has our obligation ceafed? 
" Time was," fays Macbeth, " when the breath 
*' was out, men ceafed to cxifl: ; but now they rife 
** from their graves with twenty mortal murders on 
** their heads, and pnfh us from our fl^ools." So it 
is with our obligation to the French j in vain da 
we pay, in vain do we difcharge it, in vain do they 
forfeit all demand on us ; flill, like the grifly ghoft 
of Banquo, does it rife and flare us in the face. I 
hope our children, at any rate, will have the courage 
to lay, " Shake not thy gory locks at us; thoa 
" canil not fay 'twas we." 

I do not know how my neiglibours may think on 
this fubjeiS ; but, for me, I cannot bear the idea of 
this everlatiing debt of gratitude. It lies like a 
mountain on my breaJL Is it redeemable ? if it be, 
for the love of Heaven, let us pay it ofT, and have 
done with it. If I can find but ten men to join me, 
I'll petition Congrefs to lay a poll-tax of a. fj^mea*. -a. 



74 POLITICAL CENSOR, No. I. 

head for that purpofc ; that we may be able, onco 
before wc die, to fay wc are out of debt. 

But it is time to come to the manner in which 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives received the flag, 
this pledge pf the friendfhip of the Convcntibn. 

Mr. 6it£s informed the Houfe, that having been 
aware that the flag would be prefented to the Hoafe 
this day, confidenng it as an additional teflimony of 
the affedion of France, and it having been the 
pradlice, on analogous occafions, for the Houfe ta 
cxprefs their fentimcnts independent of the other 
branch, he had prepared a refolution expreffive of 
what he conceived would be their fcnfe on the occa-* 
£oa. It was nearly in the words following : 

« Refolved, That the Prefident of the United 
States be requeflcd to make known to the Repre- 
fentatives of the French People, that the Houfe hat 
received with the mofl lively fenfations the commu- 
nications of the Committee of Public Safety, oa 
the 2 1 fl of Oiftober, 1 794, accompanied with the 
colours of tlie French Republic, and toafTure them 
that the prefentation of the colours of France to the 
Congrefs of the United States is deemed a mofl ho- 
nourable teftimony of the exifting fympathy andaf-^ 
fedlions of the two repubHcs, founded upon their 
folid and reciprocal interefls : that the Houfe Te-» 
joices in the opportunity of congratulating the 
French Republic on the brilliant and glorious 
achievements accomplifhed under it, during the 
prefent afflidlive war, and that they hope thofe 
achievements will be attended with a perfeft attain- 
iQent of their obje<St, the permanent eflablifhment 
of the liberty and happinefs of that great and mag- 
nanimous people." 

Mr. Sedgwick wifhed that a.thoufand copies of 
th^ conUHunications might be printed^ and the far- 
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^her confideration of the meflagc deferred till to- 
morrow. 

Ml'. Harper and Mr. W, Smitr alfo recom- 
mended a delay. In the fenliments of the refolu- 
tion they both agreed. Perhaps the wording might 
be Ibmewhat altered. 

Mr. Swan WICK, was againft poftpouing the con- 
fideration of the meffage, and obferved that the 
Convention, on receiving a fimilar prelent from this 
country, had proceeded inftantly to a vote refpeft- 
ing it. 

Mr. W. Smith recomracndcd to alter the wording 
of the rcfokition, by inierting the Executive of 
France, inftead of ilie Reprefeniaiives of the French 
People, to whom tlie meflage in yeply was to be di- 
re6led. 

Mr. Sherbotjbne obferved, that the diffcrenceof 
opinion refpefling the branch of Government to 
which the anfwer of the Houfe fhould be addrcffed, 
furnithed an additional reafon for a poftponement. 
He highly refpe^ed the author of the motion, and 
believed his own feelings on the prcfent occafion as 
fervent as thofe of any member. And tliough tlie 
feelings of the Houfe might not be as ardent on the 
morrow as at this moment, yet he prefumed that the 
fentiment would be the fame. He donceived that it 
would be more iatisfacftory to the Republic, and 
more conlil^eot with the dignity of the Houfe, that 
their anfwer fhould be therefult of cool deliberation, 
than a fudden impulfe of enthufiafra, which the 
prefcnt occasion was calculated to infpire. He 
would tlierefore move that the farther consideration 
pf the refolution on the table be pofiponed till to- 
morrow, 

Mr. SwANwrcK thought a poftponement in this 
pafe, as in many others, would only be a wafte of 
time. The motion was negatived. Mr. W. Smith's 

ameudmcnt 
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amendment was then taken up, and, after Corns con- 
verfation, was alfo negatived. 

Mr. Parker moved an amendment as follows : 
** That this Houfe has received with the moftyJn- 
fere and lively fenfibility," &c. The amendment 
was for inferting the two words in italics, to which 
the Houfe confented. The mcffage was then voted 
tinanimoully, and a thoufand copies of the commu- 
nications and refolutions were ordered to be printed. 
A Committee of two members was appointed to wait 
on the Prefident, and inform him of the refolutton 
agreed to by the Houfe. 

Oh, fy ! Mr. Sedgwick ! how could you propofe 
to put off theconfideration of this charming fubjedt 
till the next day ? A delay of a whole twenty-four 
hours ! Upon my word, Sir, fuch a propofition in- 
dicated but little regard for oiir lifter Republic. 
How different the conduit of Mr. Giles ! He comes 
to the Houfe with a refolution in his pocket, ready 
prepared, even before the communication is received, 
Happy member ! He has thus got the flart of yoa 
all in the afFedions of our very dear allies. Mr, 
Parker made, indeed, a pufli to come in with him, 
by adding the word fincere ; but we alt know that 
the firft ftep is every thing in like cafes.— 5;w^rr and 
Ihely are not, 'tis true, the propereft epithets that 
could be placed before the word fenfibility ; but it 
would be mere pedantry to fubjedt to rules of pror 
priety, a refolution didtated by that *' fudden im- 
** pulfe of enlhufiafm, which the prefent occafioQ 
** was calculated to infpire.'* 

Mr. SwANwicK (don't fmile, reader) faw, at 
once, the impropriety of poftponing the conlidera- 
tion ; becaufe — becaufe what ? — becaufe " the Con- 
** vention, on receiving a limilar frefent from thit 
** country, had proceeded inftantly to a vote retpeft- 
** ing it."— And who told you, my dear little ora- 
tor^ 
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tor, that *' the Convention had received a iimilar 
*' prej'ml from this counirj F' — Who is this country? 
What is it ? I am well intbrrocd that neither the Go- 
vernment nor the Legillature knew any thing at all 
about the matter, till an account of ir appeared in 
the newfpapers j and you arc not to learn, I pre- 
fume, that whatever an araballador docs of his owa 
head, is in no wife binding on bis country. Btjt 
fuppofe even that the American flag delivered to 
the Convention, had been a prelent from this coun- 
try, their manner of receiving it could have but lit- 
tle weight here, with men who were not devoted to 
their interefta rather than to thofe of America. 
How long, I pray, have their meafures become pre- 
cedents here ? "They proceeded to a vote inflantly." 
And when did they do otherwlfc ? VVhen did they 
helitate ? When they decreed tliat each department 
fliould build a Jhlp of the line, there was no hefitation, 
any more than when they decreed that there Should 
hc^ no more beggars \n France, and no more kings ia 
Europe. Belidesj if you are to imitate the Conven- 
tion, I'll aflure you, you muft make a very confi- 
derable change in the Honfe of Reprefentativcs, 
You muil have half a dozen negroes and mulattocs 
amongtl you ; and it would have been iiecetTary, 
the day before the reception of this pretty prefent, 
for your Speaker to receive and embrace an old negro 
woman at the head of her many-coloured progeny- 
Even the ceremony itfelf mutt have undergone a 
change ; for the American flag was carried to the 
Convention by an jimoican; confequenlly the 
French flag thould have been brought in by a Fremh- 
man ; and, if the imitation was to be perfedl in all 
its parts, your Speaker fhould have defcended from 
his feat, and given this bearer the fraternal hug. 
How vain, then, was it to talk about imitations ! 
Before you afpire to this fublime pertcdiion in pa- 
triotifm, you and your party muft raifc us to the 

freight 



I 



I 



I 



1^ tOLiTICAL CENSOit, No. f . 

height of the French people ; a change nior<i tify 
to attempt than accomplith, whatever you may 
pleafc to think of it. 

As I have already taken up Co much of the read- 
er's time with this flag, I fhall notj at prefent, en- 
ter into an inquiry whether it was proper, or not, to 
make the Prefident of the United States a fort of go- 
between to the Congrefs and the Convention ; nor 
ihall I afk how the American AmbafTador at Paris 
came to think of involving his Government in fuch 
an affair ; I fhall only obfcrve, that, as I believe it 
is the firft inflance of legiflative atTemblies fending 
prefents to each other, fo, I hope, it will be the 
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INTRODUCTION. 



X HE objedl of tlie following work is to give the 
people of America a ftriking and experimental proof 
of the horrible effe*5ls of anarchy and iiifidelily. 

The nccefhty of fuch an undertaking, at this 
time, would have been, in a great meafure, pre- 
cluded, had our public prints been conduiftcd with 
that impartiality and undaunted adherence to truth, 
which the interelts of the community and of fufler- 
iug humanity demanded from them. But, lb far 
from this, the greater part of thofc vehicles of in- 
formation have mofl; induilrioufly concealed, or 
gloffed over, tlie a<ftions, as well as the motives of 
the ruling powers in France ; they have extenuated 
all their unheard-of a&s of tyranny, on the fallb, 
but fpecious pretence, that they were conducive to 
the eftablifhment of a free governmcut ; and one of 
their editors has not bluihed to declare, that " it 
*' would be anetify matter to apologize for nil the map- 
** /acres that have taken place in that country." 

We have feen, indeed, fome exceptions; fome 
few prints that have not difhonoured themltilves by 
going this length : but even thefe have oblcrved a 
timid lilence, and have avoided fpeaking of the 
Ihocking barbarities of the French, with as much 
caution as if we were to partake in the difgrace, 
and as if it was in our power to hide them from the 
world, and from pofterity. If they have now and 
then given way to a jult indignation, this has been 
done in fuch a manner, and has been fo timid, as to 
do them but little honour. They have afted the 
psrt of the tyrannized people of Paris t they have 
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huzza'd every fucceeding tyrant while on the theatre 
of power, and, the inflant he was transferred to 
a fcaffold, they have covered him with reproach. 
They have attributed to fa<?tions, to individuals^ 
■what was the work of the national reprefentatives, and 
of the nation Ittelf- They have, in fhort, inveighed 
againft the murderers of the fallen airailins, whiles 
they have, in the lame breath, applauded the prin-* 
ciples on which they adted, and on which their furvi- 
vors and their partifans do Itill a<5t. 

Thus has the liberty of the prefs, a liberty of 
which we fo juflly boati, been not only vifeleft to us 
during this terrible convulfion of the civilized world,* 
but has been fb perverted as to lead us into errors, 
which had well nigh plunged us into the fituatioti 
of our diflradled allies. Nor are we yet fecure. Dif- 
organizing and blafphemous principles have been 
dilfcminated among us with but too much fucccfs ; 
and, unlefs we proiit from the awful example Ijeforo^ 
U3, we may yet experience all the calamities that 
Heaven and earth now call on us to deplore. 

Fully imprefled with this perfuafion, the author 
of thefc theets has ventured to undeceive the mif- 
guidcd ; to tear a fide the veil, and fhow to a yet 
happy people the dangers they have to fear. With 
this objeft in view, he has too much confidence in 
the good fenfe and piety of the major part of his 
countrymen, not to be aflured, that his efforts will 
be feconded by their zeal in the caufe of order and 
teligion. 

The materials for the work have been collected 
from Jifierent publications, all wr'uten by Frenchmen^ 
and all, except one, from which only a few extradts 
were made, prinfrd at Paris. 

Well aware that perfons of a certain defcription 
will leave nothing untried to difcredit a performance 
of this nature, the author has taken particular care 

2 . to 
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to mention the work, and even the page, from which 
each fadl is ex traced. 

He forefees that the cant of modem patriot ifm will 
be poured forth againtl him on this occalion. He 
knows that he fliall be reprcfented as an enemy of 
the French nation, and of the caufe of liberty. To 
this he will anfwer beforehand, with the franknefs 
of a man who thinks no freedom equal to that of 
fpeakiog the truth. As to the individuals compo- 
iing this formerly amiable nation, many of them, 
and he hopes very many, are ftill entitled to his love 
and efteem. He has, from his infancy, been an ad- 
mirer of their fprightly wit ; he owes a thoufand ob- 
ligations to their officious hofpitaUty, and has long 
boafted of their frieindlhip. But with refpefl to the 
regenerated French, he would blufh to be thought 
their friend, after what he has recorded in this 
volume. And, as to the caufe of lilierty, if that 
caule is to be maintained by falfehood, blafphemy, 
robbery, violation, and murder, he is, and trulls 
he ever fhall be, its avowed and mortal enemy. 
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Facts taken From VHs/loire du Ciergi 'Fmngois, or) 
T/fe Rijlorj of the Frertch Clergy, by Abbe BarrueL 

J.T will be recotlei^oi ty the gi'eatet part of H 
my readers, that foon after the beginning of the ^^ 
FSrench revolution, the National Aflembly con- 
ceived the plan of dertroying the religion of their 
forefathers. In order to cfF^fl this, they feparated 
the Gallican church from that of Rome, and irrt- 
polcd an oath on the clergy, which they could not 
take without becoming apot^atcs in the fiiUeft lenfe 
of the word. All the worthy and conic ientious 
part of that body refufcd of coiirfe, and this refufal 
was made a pretext to drive them from their livings, 
-attd fill the vacaocics with fuch as had more pliant 
confciences, principles better adapted to the impious 
fyftem which the leaders in the Aflembly had prepared 
for their too credulous countrymen. 

The ejedtnlent of the priefthood w^s attended with 
numbcrlcfs at^s of raoft atrocious and wanton cruelty : 
thefe have been recorded by the Abbe Barruel, in a 
work entitled. The Hijfory of the frmch Clergy ; and 
though vfrhat is here to be found will dwin"dlc into 
tiotiiiii^j wlicn compared to what I have cxtrafted 
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from other vvorlcSj yet it could not be wholly omit- 
ted, without fliowing a degree of infeniibility for i 
the fufFerings of thefe men, that I am pcrfuaded the 
reader would not have excufed. I Ihall therefore be- 
gin the relation with fome extracts from that work- 
It will be obferved that thefe €xtra<5ls, as well as 
all thofe that compofe this com|>ilattoD, arc a a 
abridged tranflation from the French ; but as far as 
relates to thofe contained in this chapter, the Ame- 
rican reader may tafily veri^ the translation by ex- 
amining the Englifli edition of the Abbe Barruer% 
work, which is to be found in moft parts of the 
Union. 

Page 104. — Soon after the firft National AfTcm- 
hly had decreed that the Comtat of Avignon be- 1 
longed to the French nation, an army of aflaffius, l 
of whom one Jourdan, furnamed the Cut-throat, 
was ibe commander, toot pofleflion of the untbr- j 
tunate city of Avignon. The churches were im- j 
mediately pillaged, the facred vafes profaned and j 
carried off, and the altars levelled to the ground, j 
The prifous were foon filled, and the unhappy via- ] 
tims wefe releafcd only to fufEer death. A deep pit 
was dug to receive their dead bodies, fix hundred of 
which were thrown into it, mangled and dirtorted, ] 
before ten o'clock the next day. Among them was I 
Mr. Nolhac, a priefl, in tlie eightieth year of his age. 
ffc had been thirty years retftor of St. Simphorien, a 
pariih which he preferred to all others, and whitlh 
he could not be prevailed on to quit for a more lucra- 
tive one, bccaufe he would not dcfert the poor. 
During his rcftorfhip he had been the common fa- 
ther of his parifhionerfi, the rtfuge of the indigent, 
t!ie comforter of the afili<5ted, and the friend and 
coun&Uorof every honetl man. When the hour of 
i^ danger approached, his friends advifcd him to fly ; 
but no entreaties could prevail on hi in to abandon 
his flock : *' No," faid the good old man, " I have 

" watched 
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•■ watehed over them in the halcyon days of peace, 
" and fhall I now leave them 'mid florms and tera- 
" pefts, wilhout a guide, without any one to comfort 
" themintbeirlaft dreary moments?" Mr. Nolhac, 
who, till now, had been refpcvfled even by the cut- 
throatSt was lent to the prilbn the evening before the 
execution. His appearance and his falutation were 
thofe of a conlbling angel : " I come, my children, 
" to die with you : we fhall foon appear in the prc- 
*' fence of that God whom we ferve, and who will 
*' not delcrt us in the hour of death." He fortified 
their drooping courage, adminiftered the laft con- 
Iblatory pledges of his love, and the next day em- 
braced and cheered each individual as he was called 
forth by the murderers. Two of thefe flood at the 
door with a bar of iron in their hands, and as th6 
prilbners advanced knocked them down : the bodies 
were then delivered over to the other ruffians, who 
hacked and disfigured them with their fabres before 
they threw them into the pit, that they might not af- 
terwards be known by their friends and relations.— 
When the cut-throats were dilperled, every one was 
anxious to find the body of Mr. Nolhac. It was at 
laft difcovered by the cafTockj and the crucifix which 
he wore on his breaft. It had been pierced in fifty 
places, and the fcuU v/as mafiied to pieces. 

Page 2 ID. — Several priefts were conducted to La- 
grave, where they were told that they inufl take 
the oath *, or fufter death. Amortg them was Sul- 
pician, of 98 years of age, and a young Abbe of the 
name of Novi. The whole chofe death, the vene- 
rable Sulpician leading the way. The trial of 
Mr. Novi was particularly fevere, I'he roffiana 
brought his lather to the fpot, and told hina, if ho 
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* Thi« oath amounted to neither more nor lefs than dheSt per- 
"jviry ; (ince, by taking it, they mu(l break the oub they had made 
when they entered the pcielthood. 
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tcnild pcrluadc his fon to l\vcar, he fhould livtf* 
The tender old iHan, wavering, hefitating between 
the feeUngs of nature and the duties of rehgion, at 
lafl: yields to parental fondnefs, throws his arms 
round his child's neck, buries his face in his bolbm, 
and with tears and fobs prefles his compliance. 
** O t my child, my child, fpare the life of your 
-" father!" — "My deareft father! my deareft fa- 
" ther," returned the Abbe, "I will do more. I will 
" die worthy of you and my Grod. You educated 
** me a Catholic : 1 am a prieft, a tervant of th« 
<• Lord. It will be a greater comfort to you in 
" 'your gray hairs, to have your fon a martyr than 
*' an apoirate." — ^The villains tear them afunder, 
and, amidft the cries and lamentations of the father, 
extend the fon before him a bleeding corpfc. 

Page ill. — In the fame town, and on the fame 
day, tlie axe was fufpended over the head of Mr. 
Teroii, when the revolution! fts bethought them 

■ that he had a fon. This fon was aljout ten years of 
age, and, in order to enjoy the father's torments 

■ and the cliUd's tears both at a time, he was brought 
to the place of execution. Hia tears and cries gave 
a relifh to the ferocious banquet. After tiri ng them- 
ielves with the Ijjeftacle, they put the father to 
tleath before the eyes of the child, whom they be- 

• fmcared with bis blood. 

Fage 217. — After having fpokon of the conduft 
of the magtftffttes and mob at Bourdeaux, the 
hiflorian mentions the ^eath of Mr. Langoiran and 
Abbe. Dupuis, thus : 

At the entrance of the court-houfir, the Abbe 
pupuis received a firft wound ; others foon levelled 
him to the grt>und. A young lad of about fifteen or 
Sixteen cut a hole in the cheek with a knife, to 
hgld^ up thq l^ead by, while others were employed in 
• " * naggling 
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m haggling it from the body, which was fiill in ago- 
nies. This operation not fuccecding in I'uch a 
crowd, they took, hold of the legs, and dran-ged tb« 
carcals about the flreets and round the ramparts. 

Mr. Langoirjii liad but juft fet his foot on the iirft 
ftep of the llairs, when lie was knocked down. His 
head was hacked off in an intlant, and a ruffiaiy 
lield it up, crying aloud, " Off with your hats ! long 
" live the nation !" The bareheaded populace an- 
fvvered, "Long live the nation!** The head was 
then carried round the town in fignal of a triumph 
gained by a tumultuous populace and ten thoufand 
jbldiers under arms, over a poor defencelels prieft- 

Pagg z 18. — The 14th of July, fo famous in the an- 
nals of the revolution, was this year celebrated at 
Limoges, by the death of Mr. Chabrol. He was a 
moft ufcful member of fociety ; diftingiiilhed round 
his neighbourhood as a bone-fetter ; he was at once 
the furgeon and the pafVor of his parifhioners ; and 
among his murderers were forae of thofe who owed to 
him the u(e of their limbs. He was of a quick and im- 
petuous temper, an* endued with uncommon bodily 
llrcngth. His death certainly was not that of a 
Chrirtian martyr ; but it defervcs particular notice, 
as a ftriking proof of the cowardly ferocity of the 
French populace. 

He had taken ihelter at a magi ft rate's, and 
begged leave to elude the mob by going out of the 
houle the back way ; but the magiftrate dnrll: not 
comply. He was forced to face his blood-tliirfty 
pnrfucrs. The indignant prieft met them at the 
door; the attack inftanlly began. Without a tin- 
gle weapon of defence, he had to encounter hun- 
dreds of the mob, armed with clubs, guns, fabres, 
and knives ; but, notwithtlanding the amazing in^ 
equality, he held them a long time at bay. Some 
he felled to the ground, others ran from Jnm ; he 

tore 
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tore a bayonet out of his flefh, and ftabbing it Into the 

J^rcafl of liis advcrfary, fent him to die among the 

tjcrowd. At lall, weakened with the lots of blood, 

be tails, and the bafeand roercilets fcoundrcls cry. 

To the lamp-poft > The idea of hanging reanimates 

the remaining drops in his veins. He rifes upon 
^his legs for the ]a(t time ; but numbers prevailed : 

igaln he falls, covered with wounds, and expires. 
? laft groan is followed by the ferocious howl of 

''Iciaryl The dattardly aliaffins fet no bounds to their 
iSnfults; they cut and hacked his body to pieces, 

ind wrangled for the property of his ragged and 
bloody calfock. 

Page a6S- — As foon as the unfortunate Louis 
XVI. had been transferred from his throne to a 
loathibme priion, the National Aflembly formed a 

)lan for the total extirpation of the priefts, and 
with them the Chriliian religion. The minifiersof 
«the altar were fcizcd and thrown into prifon, or 
tranfported from every part of the country. At 
Paris, about three hundred of them were fhut up, 
in order to l>c maliacred, and were adually put to 
death during the iirit and fecond weeks of Septem- 
ber, 1792. 

About one hundred and eighty of thefe unhappy 
*inen were confined in the convent of the Carmelites. 
A troop ot atraffins commenced the maflacre in 
the garden where the priefts were permitted to take 
the air; but while they were proceeding a Coramif- 
fary arrived, and informed them that the work vvaa 
not to go on that way. There were now about a 
hundred left alive, who were all ordered into the 
fanduary of the church ; but, to get thither, they 
had to pafs througli a crowd of their murderers* 
One received a ball, another a blow, and another a 
flab J ib that when arrived in the lanftuary, tliey 
prefeutcd a fcene thetnoii heart-piercing that eyes 

ever 
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«vcr belield. Some were dragged in wounded, 
others quile dead. Even here, though furrounded 
by a detachment o( Ibldters, tlie blood-thirfty mob 
ruihed in upon them, and murdered fcveral at the 
very altar. The fand;uary of a Chrituau church 
was, for the iiril time fince the bleffed Rcd©c«»er 
appeared among men, filled with a prouiilcuoui 
group of the Hviiig, the dying, and tlic dead. Tlie 
marble pavement was covered with dirt, and gore, 
and mangled carcafTes ; and the fides of the altar 
fpl allied with blood and brains. 

The foldiers had not been brought to fave llie 
lives of the pricfls; theCommiiTary who headed theia 
was to execute a plan of more deliberate murdoc 
The fiirvivtng priefls were fUtlled out two at a 
time, and murdered in the prelcncc of the Commi£- 
fary, who took their names down in a book, as he 
was anfwerable for their aflaffi nation. Of all that 
were found here, only four or five cfcapcd. — Tl»e 
like undiftinguiihed carnage was exhibited at the 
other prifons. 

Every one of thefe men might have faved his life 
by taking the proffered oath, yet not one of them 
coadefcended to do it. Let the infidel fhow us, of 
he can, any thing like this in the annals of his im- 
pious (q&. 

Page 3 1 3- — At the gate of the prifon of La Force, 
the alfaflins were placed in two rows : the two riif. 
fians called Judges, who gave the fignal of death, 
, were placed at the gate; and, as foon as the pri- 
foner pafiTed them, the afiafiins difpatched him with 
their knives or tabres, throwing the bodies in a 
heap at the end of the line. At the foot of this tro- 
phy of dead bodies, lays thchtftorian, wemn/t now 
exhibit a fcene of a difibrcnt kind, in the murder of 
the Princefe of Lamballe. She had retired in fafcfy 
■ to London ; but her attachment to the royal family 

would 
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^.'ould not fuffer her to remain in her atyliim, whiltJ 
they were expofed. Her fidelity was a crime thatt 
the infidelity of her enertiies could never forgive. 

When this illuftrious vidtim was brought fortb^ 
Ihe was afkcd to fwear an eternal hatred to the King, 
the Queen, and to royalty. " The oath," laid fhe^ 
" is foreign to the fentiments of my heart, and I 
" will never take it." — She was infiantlv delivered 
over to the minifters of death. Thefe ruffians prd- 

■ tend to carefs her, firoke her checks with their 
hands, yet reeking with human blood, and thus 
condudt her along the line. Amidft all thefe infults 

'her courage never deferted her. When arrived at 

• the heap of dead bodies, ihe was ordered to kneel 
and aflc pardon Of the nation : " I have never in- 

-*' jured the itation," fhe replied, *' nor will I alk 
** its pardon." — " Down," faid they, " and alk 
•* pardon, if you wilh to live." — >" No," faid fhe, 
*' 1 fcorn to alk pardon from aflaflins that call them^ 
*• felves the nation : I will never bend my knee, dr 
*' accept of a favour at fuch hands." 

Her foul was Ibperior to fear. '* Kneel and alk 
*' pardon," was heard from a thouland voices, bdt 
in vain. Two of the aflalfins now feized her afms, 
and pulling her from fide to fide, nearly diflocated 
her ftioulders. " Go on, fcoundrels," faid the he- 
roic Princefe, " I will alk no pardon." In a rage to 
ice themfelves thus overcome by the conftancy of a 

■ woman, they dafhed her down, and rulhed in upon 
her with their knives and poniards. Her head foon 
appeared hoifled upon a liberty pike, and her heart, 
after l>einjr bit by one of the rutfians, was put into a 
bnfin. Both were carried in triumph through the 
ftreets of Paris. At lall, after havipg feafted the; 

• eyes of the multitude, the bearers took them to the 
Temple, now become a prifon ; where one of the 
two Commiffaries that guarded the King, called 

him 
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bim to the window, that he might lee it 3 huf bis 
companion, a little more humane, prevented tlio 
unfortunate Monarch from approaching. A faint- 
ing fit, fioin hearing of the event, forfunateiyfaved 
the Qgccii Irom the heart-rending liirht. 

The body Artpped naked, and the tiovvels hangin* 
cut, was expoled to view on the top of the. miirdcreci 
viflims, where it remained till the maffacre was 
over. 

Page -j^y, — A great fire was made in (he Phicc 
Danphiiie, at which many, bolh men and women, 
were roafted. The Countefs ut PerigDan, with her 
three daughters, were dragged thither. They were 
firipped, rubbed over with oil, and then put to the 
iire. The eldeft of the daughters, who was fifteen, 
begged (hem to put an end to her torments, and a 
young fellow ihot her through the head. The can- 
nibals, who were fhoutiug and dancing round the 
fire, enraged to tee themfelves thus deprived oftho 
pleafurc of hearing her cries,' (eizcd the too merciful 
murderer, and threw him into the flames. 

When the Countets was dead, they brought fix 
priefts, and cutting off" ibme of the roatted fielh, pre- 
sented them each a piece to eat. They flmt their eyes, 
and made no anfwer. The oklcft of the priefts was 
then fi ripped and tied op polite the fire. The mob told 
the others, that perhaps tliey might prefer the reliih of 
^ prieft's flclh to that of a Countcts ; but they fud- 
denly rufhed into the fiamcs. The barbarians tore 
them out, to prolong (heir torments ; not, however, 
before they were dead^ and beyond the reach eyeii 
pf Pariiian cruelty. 

Page 328. — On Monday, September 3d, at teii 
o'clock in the evening, a man, or rather a monftcr, 
named Philip, living in the ftrcet of the Temple, 
came to the Jacobin Club, of which he was a mem- 
t)er, and J with a box in his hand^ mounted the trj* 

bunc. 
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bune. Here lie made a long fjieecli on patrlotirni, 
concluding by a declaration, that he looked upor 
every one who prcfeTTcd the tics of blood and of na-^ ' 
ture to that of patriotic duty, as an ariflocrat worthy 
of death ; and, to convince them of the purity and ' 
Sincerity of his own principles, he opened the box, 
and held up by the gray hair, the bloody and fliri- 
Telled heads of his father and mother, " which 
" have cut off," laid the impious wretch, " becaufoj 
•* they obflinately perlifled in not hearing mafs from- 
" a conltitulional prietl *." The Ipeech of this par- 
ricide received the loudeft applaufcs ; and the twoH 
heads were ordered to be buried beneath the bufta-f 
of Ankerftrora and Brutus, behind the Prefident'g 
chair -^, 

The latl fa6^ related Is of fuch a horrid nature, that 
though fo well authenticated, it would almoft fl ag- 
ger our belief, had we not proof of fo many other»-l 
which equal, if not furpafs it. I fhall here extract^ 
one from La Conjuration de MaximiUen Rohefpi«rr$t\ 
a work publifliedat Paris in the year 1795. 

The author, after fpcaking of the unnatural fe-*^ 
rocioufnefs which the revolution had produced in' 
the hearts of the people, fays (page 16a), I will here 
give a proof, and a Ihocking one it is. — Garnier of 
Orleans had a fon, who had been intended for the 
priefthood, and had been initiated in the fubdeacon-l 



* That is, one of the apoftatei. 

f According to Moniieor Peltier, in hh Piftiire of Paris, th^| 
nntnbc]- of perfoiis murdered in the differCHt prifona of that city^ < 
from Sunday the ad to Friday the 7th of September, t79s» 
amounted to 1005. To thefe;, he fays, fliould be added, the 
poor creatures who were put to death in the hofpital of Bicctre, 
and in the yards cf La Salpetriere; ihofe who were drowned at 
the hofpital of La Force ; and all thofc who were dragged out of 
the dungeons of the Conciergerie and the Chatelet, to be butr 
-chcred on the Pont-au-Change, which jnay be computed, withe 
out exaggeration, aC 8000 individuals. 

Ihjp ; 
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ftip ; confequently he was attnthed to the Chriftiaa 
faith. His ialher one day feizcd him by the throat, 
and led him to the Revolutionary Iribunal, wherehc 
was jnftantly conderansd ; nor would the barbarous 
father quit his child till he faw his head fevered from 
his body. After the execution was over, the tribu- 
nal, ever as capricious as bloody, feigned remorfe, 
and were proceeding to condemn the father ; but the 
National Convention, informed of the affair, an- 
nulled the procels, and publicly applauded the con- 
duit of the unnatural father, as an imitator of the 
republican Brutus. 

In the extracts from the Hiftory of the French 
Ciergyj the propoted limits of this work have obliged 
me to forego the pleafure of mentioning a great 
number of fatSts which reflect infinite honour on that 
calumniated and unfortunate body of men, as well 
as on the Chriftian religion. The following trait, 
Jiowever, I cannot prevail on myfelf to omit. ' 

Page ^^j. — At Rheims lived a man, who, from 
the numher of his years, might be called the Dean of 
Chriftendom ; and, from the fame of his virtues, the 
Prieft, by excellence. He had long been known by 
no other name than that of the Holy Prieli. This 
was Mr, Pacquot, reftor of St. John's. When the 
revoliilionary aflaflins broke into his oratory tbejr 
found him on his knees. A true and faithful difci- 
pie of Jefus Chrift, he yielded himfelf into the 
hands of his executioners without fo much as 
a murmur, and fuflered himfelf to be led before 
the ferocious magiflrate, as a lamb to the /laughter. 
He crofled the ftreet finging the Pfalms of David, 
while the fanguinary ruffians that conducted him 
endeavoured to drown his voice by their blatphemies. 
At the thrcfhold of the town-hall an attempt was 
niade to murder him, but the mayor interfered, 

faying 
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faying to the people, " What arc you ahout ? This 
** old fellow is beneath notice. He is a fool: fana- 
*• ticifm has turned his brain." Thefe words roufed 
the venerable old man. •' No, Sir," fays lie, " I 
'* am neither a fool nor a fanatic, nor Ihall my life 
*• take refuge under fuch an ignominious fhelter. I 
*' wifh you to know, that I was never more in my 
** fober Icnfes. Thefe men have tendered to me an 
** oath decreed by the National Aflembly. I am 
" well acquainted with the nature of this oath : I 
** know that it is impious, and fubvcrlive of religion. 
** They leave me the choice of the oath or death, 
*' and I choofe the latter. — 1 hope, Sir, I Iiave con- 
** vinced you that I am in my feqfcs, and know per- 
** fedly well what I am about," — The nettled ma- 
gitlrate immediately abandoned him to the mob. 
" Which of you," faid the old man, " is to have the 
*' patriotic honour of being my murderer ?" — " I 
*♦ am," fays a man who moved in a fphere that 
ought to have diftinguilhed him from a horde of 
ruffians. " Let me embrace you, theq," fays Mr. 
Pacquot ; which he a^ually did, and prayed to God 
to forgive him. This done, the hard-hearted villain 
gave him the firil: blow, and his companions buried 
their bayonets in his emaciated breaft. 

The reader's heart will, I hope, teach him the 
love and veneration that every Clirittian ought to 
fi%l for the memory of this evangelical old man. 

If the death of all the murdered priefts was not 
marked with fuch unequivocal proofs of confiancy 
and fidelity as that as Mr. Pacquot, it was, perhaps, 
becaufe a like opportunity did not always prefent it- 
felf. One thing we know, that, by taking an oath 
contrary to their faith, they might not only, have ef- 
eaped the knives of their aflalnns, but might have 
enjoyed an annual income. Their refufing tq do 
this is an incontrovertible teftimony that they were 
I no 
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no irtipoftors or hypocrites, but fincere belieTers of 
the religion they taught, and that they valued that 
religion more than life itfelf : and this is the beft an- 
fwer that can poflibly be given to all the fcandalous 
and atrocious calumnies that their eneraiics and the 
enemies of Chriflianity have vomited forth againft 
them. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Facts taken from La Relation des Crtiautis commjfes 
dans les Lymmois. 

THE next work that prefents itfelf, following 
the chronological order, is, La Relaiion des Crtmutes 
commifes dans les Lyonmis ; or, The Relation of ths 
Cruelties committed in the Lyonnefe, 

Page 37. — The grand fcene of dcftruflion and 
roalTacre was opened in the once flourifhing and 
opulent city of Lyons, by a public profanation of all 
thofe things that had been looked upon as facred. 
The murderers in chief, chofen from among the 
members of the National Convention, were a play- 
actor, and a man who under the old Government 
had been a bumbailifF. Their tirft ftep was to bru- 
tify the minds of the populace; to extinguifh the 
remaining fparks of humanity and religion, by teach- 
ing them to fet Heaven and an hereafter at defiance ; 
in order to prepare them for the maflacres which they 
were commiffioned to execute. 

A mock proceffion was formed in imitation of 
thofe obfervcd by the Catholic church. It was 
headed by a troop of men bearing in their hands the 
chalices and other vales which had been taken from 
the plundered churches. At the head of the procef- 
lion there was an afi, drefled in the veftments of the 
priefts that the revolutionary army had murdered in 
the neighbourhood of the city, with a mitre on his 
head. This beaft, a beaft of the fame kind on 
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which our Redeemer rode, now bore a load of cru* 
cifixes and other fymbols of the Chriftian religion ; 
having the Old and New Teilament tied to his tail. 
When this prooeflion came to the fpot which had 
been fixed on for the purpofe, the Bible was burnt, 
and the aTs given to drink out of the iacramental 
cup, amidfl the (houts and rejoicings of the blaf- 
phemous ailifiants. 

Such a beginning plainly foretold what was to 
follow. An undiUinguifhing butchery of all the 
zicb immediately commenced. Hundreds of per^ 
Ions, women as well as men, were taken out of the 
city at a time, tied to trees, (hot to death, fiabbed, 
or elfe knocked on the head. In the city the guil> 
lotine never ceafed a moment ; it was Ihifted three 
times ; holes were dug at each place to receive the 
bloody and yet it ran in the gutters. 

It were impoffible to defcribe this fcene of car- 
nage, or to give an account of each a6l of the, till 
now, unheard-of barbarity ; two or three, how'ever, 
demand a particular mention. 

Page 39. — Madam Lauras, hearing tliat her huf- 
band was condemned, went, accompanied with her 
ten children, and threw herfclf on her knees before 
the ferocious CoUot d'Herbois, one of the members 
of the Convention; but no mercy could be expelled 
from a wretch, whofc bufinefs it was to kill. She 
followed her beloved hufband to the place of exe- 
cution, furroundcd with her weeping offspring. 
On feeing him fall, her cries, and the wildnefs of 
hfcr looks, but too plainly foretold her approach- 
ing end. She was feized with the pains of a pre- 
mature childbirth, and was carried home to her 
luniie, where a Commiffary foon after arrived, drove 
ber fsiXBx her bed and her houfe, bom the door of 
whidi .(he fell dead into the ilreet. 

Page 41. — ^Two women who had perfifted ia 
a&in|; the life of their hu(basds, were tied, during 

fix 
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fix hours, to the pofts of the guillotine. Their own 
bu (bands were executed before their eyes, and their 
blood fprinkled over theiHi 

Page 42. — Mifs Servan, a young lady of about 
eighteen, was put to death becaule the would not 
diicover the retreat of her father. 

P^?^^ 47.-,-Madame Cochet was condemned for 
having put a match to the cannon during the fiegCi 
and for having affifted in her huiband's efcape^ 
She was declared, by two furgeons, to be with 
child ; but this was a reafon of little weight with 
men whom we fhall by and by fee murdering in- 
fants, and even ripping them from the womb. She 
was inftantly executed. 

Page 1 01. — To thefe faints I Ihall add the death 
of Maupetit. He was made prifoner during the 
fiege, buried alive up to his neck, and in this titu- 
ation had his head mafhed to pieces with fmali 
cannon-balls, which his cnerates toffed at it with 
all the infulting grimaces of lavages. 

Page 104. — At Lyons the priefts met with the 
feme treatment as at other places, and honoured their 
deaths with the fame unfhaken fortitude. Twenty- 
leven were executed at one time, not one of whom 
had condefcendcd to accept of the fhameful condi-^ 
tjons that were offered, nor even to folitit a pardon 
from thlB vile and blafphemous aflalTins- 

During this murderous work, the city of Lyon* 
Vvas ftruck with terror. The members of the Con- 
vention fluck up a proclamation, declaring all 
thofe who fhould exprefs the leaft fymptom of 
pity, fuffeded ferfim. When the blood had, in 
fome meafure, ceafed to flow, and the affrighted 
inhabitants ventured out of Iheir hoUfes, they were 
feen walking alung the flreets with their eyes fixed 
on the ground; men no longer flopped, fbook 
hands, and gave each othel' good-morrow. The 
fear of death was ftampcd on every face: children 
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durfl not alk after their parents, nor parents alk 
after their children. 

The villages round about fliared in the fate of 
thfc city. An apoftate priefl conduced a gang of 
fuffians, who carried fire and death before them 
among thofe good people, whole only crime was 
^ving fhelter to perfons efcaped from the malTacre. 
The charitable hoft and his affrighted gueft were 
'butchered together beneath the hofpitable roof, 
t^hile the wives and daughters were rcferved to 
fitisfy the brutal appetites of the murderers. 

In vain fhould 1 attempt to give the reader an 
adequate idea of the crimes committed, by the order 
of the Convention, in this part of France. The 
author of La Conjuration de Robefpierre fays (page 
159), that in the fpace of a few months, the num* 
ber of perfons who were murdered in the Lyonnefc, 
tod in the furrounding forefts, amounted to two 
hundred thoufand. 

I fhall conclude -this chapter with a fadl: or two 
taken from La Conjuration de Rohefpierre. 

Page 210. — ^Though no torments could go be- 
yond the merits of Robefpierre and his colleagues, 
yet, even in the execution of thefe monflers, the 
l*arifians difcovered fuch traits of ferocioufnefs, as 
fully proved that thefe grovelling tyrants had done 
no more than what they themfeWes would have 
done, had they been in their places. 

Robefpierre had been wounded in his head and 
face ; his jaws were held together with bandages r 
and the executioner, before he placed his neck un- 
der the guillotine, fuddenly tore off the bandages, 
letting his under -jaw fall, while the blood flreamed 
down ,hls breaft. The poor deferted wretch was 
lept Tome time in this frightful Hate, while the ait 
refunded with the acclamations of the barbarous 
|)opulace. 

rage ao^.*— Henriot had no other clothes on but 
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a {h'tti and a waiftcoat, covered with dirt and 
blood. His hair was clotted, and his aflafliDating 
hands were now ftaincd with his own gore. He 
had been wounded all over; one eye he kept iliut, 
while the other was ftarted »Vom its locket, and held 
only by its fibres. This horrid fpcctacle, from 
which the imagination turns with difgutl and af- 
fright, excited the joy, and even the mirth of the 
Parifians, " Look at the fconndrel," faid they, 
" juft as he was when he affilted in murdering the 
" priefts," The people called on the carts to flop, 
and a group of ivotnen performed a dance round that 
in which the capital offenders rode. — Wheu Hen- 
riot was ftepping from the cart to the fcatfold, one 
of the under-executioners, to divert the fpedtators, 
tore out the eye that was already loofe. — Wiiat a 
hard- hearted wretch muil he be who could perform 
an action like this ! and to what a degree of b^fe- 
nefs and ferocity muft that people be arrived, who 
could thus be diverted ! 

Fags 163. — Wc Ihall not be fui-prifed that this 
thirft for human bloud, and ddiglit in beholding 
the torments of the dying, were become fo pre- 
valen't, when we know that mock executions were 
become a fport. The women fufpended to the 
necks ot" their fucking infants, corals made in the 
ihape of the guillotine; which the child, by the 
means of a fpring, played as perfedtly as the bloody 
executioner himfclf. 

Fage 161. — What could be expected from an 
education like this? What coukl be expefted frotn 
children who were taught to ule an initrument of 
ignominious death as a plaything; vi^ho were taught 
to laugh at the fcreams of the dying, and who, in 
a manner, fucked in blood with their mothers' milk? 
When atTalli nations became the fports of children, 
it is no wonder that the lentiments of nature were 
fxtinguiflicdj and that perfidy and inhumanity took 
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place of gratitude, filial piety, and all the tcnde*. 
affe<9ions. 

What I am now going to relate, the mothers ofl 
future generations will hear with affright. — A child ! 
of ten years of age had been fcolded, perhaps 
whipped, by his mother. He ran to the Revolu*. 
tionary Tribunal, and accuftd her of being l^ill at- 
tached to the Catholic religion. The accufatioft 
was admitted, the boy recompenfed, and the mo.-, 
ther executed in a few hours afterwards. 

Tell us, ye mothers, for you only can know, 
what this poor creature muft feel at feeing herfelf 
betrayed, and ready to be deprived of life, by the 
child fhe had borne in her womb, who but the 
other day hung at her breaft, and for whom alone, 
perhaps, fhe wifhed to live ! 

Ptige 162. — In Ihort, fays the author, men con- 
iraiflf d fucli a taftc as excites horror even to believe 
it poflible. God lorbid that I Ihould enter into 
particulars on this fubjedt. The bowels of the 
reader would not permit him to proceed. Suffice it 
to fay, that we have teen the time, when man wa3 
becoming the food of man. Tkofe who pra^ifed 
anatomy during the reign of terror, know but too 
well what I could lay here, if conipaffion for the 
feelings of my rcadecs did not prevent me. 

I cannot quit thete fadls, without once more re- 
ferring the reader to the work from which I have 
feledled them. I wifh him not to depend on my 
veracity, for the truth of what he may find in a 
book written on the tcene. Lii Conjuration de Ro~ 
hefpierre is to be had almoft any where : I have ften 
above a dozen copies of it in the hands of different 
perfons. It was, as 1 have already faid, publifted 
at Paris, and, therefore, we may refl affured that 
the author has not exaggerated; but, on the con- 
trary, we fee by tlie laft article here quoted, that 
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he was afraid to fay alt that truth would hare war* 
taDted. 
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Facts feledled trom the Proch Criminel des Meml^es 
Ju Connte Revohdwyinstre de Nantes, et du «'• 
devant Rcpre/fnlant du Peieple Carrier \ or, TriaJ 
of the Members of the Revolutionary Committee at 
Nantz, and of the Reprefentative Carrier. 

THE work which we are now entering on, was 
pubhfhed at Paris during the laft vear; but, as an 
introduiftion to the faifts extrad^ed from it, it will 
be neceflary to give the reader a concife Ikctch of 
the progrcfs of the revolution, down to the epoch 
when the work was publllhed. 

The States- General, contifting of the three or- 
ders, the nobility, the clergy, and the tiera-etatSj 
or commonalt)', \vere aflTembled on the 4th of May, 
1789. The deputies were all furniftied with written 
inftrufftions, in which they were poiitively enjoined 
to make no innovations as to the form of govem- 
went. Notwithllanding this, it is well known they 
framed a coalpit ution, by which the government 
was totally changed, the nobility aboltfhed, and the 
church rent from that of Rome, Their conllitntion, 
however, though cfi^ablifhed at the expenle of thuu- 
tands of lives, and though one of the mofl ridicu- 
lous fyftems of government that ever was invented, 
did not fail to meet with partifans; and we have 
heard it extolled in this country as the maftcrpiece 
of human wifdom. 

This firft AlTcmbly, which has been commonly 
called the Conftituent Affembly, ended its benefi- 
cent labours on the 30th of September, 1791, and 
was immediately4uccecded by another, which took 
the name of the Legiflative AlTcmbly. Moft mcvK 
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of fenfe forefaw that the fecond Aflerably would 
improve upon the plan of deflru6lion marked out 
by the firft. The clergy, and many men of family 
and fortune, had been already driven from their 
homes and poflcflions ; it remained for the Legilla- 
tive Aflcmbly to finifh the work, by feizing on their 
property and expofing* it to fale : this tney failed 
not to do. Perfecution and raafTacre increafed 
daily ; but as the fmall remains of power left in the 
iiands of the King was flill an obftacle, or rather 
the monarchy itfelf was an obAacle, they were de- 
termined to get rid of it.. On the loth of Augufl, 
1792, the King was dethroned (his fate is weU 
known), and the daggers of the affailins were from 
that moment drawn, never more to be fheathed, 
but in the heart of fome innocent viftim. We have 
already feen tbmething of the maflacres which fol- 
lowed this event at Pans and other places ; but 
thefe are trifles to what was to follow. 

On the 2ifl of September, 1792, the third AfTem^ 
bly, generally called the National Convention, 
opened their feffions ; and, though every individual 
member had repeatedly taken an oath to maintain 
the authority of the King, they at once declare^ 
France to be a republic. 

After the murder of the King, this Convention 
declared war againft a great part of the powers of 
Europe ; and in order to be in a fituation to make 
head againfl; their enemies, feized on all the precious 
metals in the country, or rather they enadled fuch 
laws as obliged the poor opprefled people to bring it 
to their treafury, and receive in exchange a vile and 
worthlefe paper money. The churches were inAantly 
pillaged, and no perfon dared appear with a watch, 
or any other article in gold or filver. 

The violation of property was only a part of their 

plan. The hearts of the lower orders of the people 

were to be liardened ; they were to be renderal bru- 

. ' tal; 



It ^ 



FEBRUARY, 17^6. loj 

fal ; all fear of nii hereafter was to be rooted from 
their fouls, bejiwe tliey could be fit inftruments in 
the hands of this hellilTi Aifeiiibly. With this ob- 
ject ill view, they declared our blelTpJ Lord and 
Redeemer to be an impoftor, forbade the aclcnow- 
ledgment of him, and the exercife of his worfhip. 
The churches were turned into prifons, flables, &c. 
and over the gateways of the burial-ground'? was 
written ; *' This is the place of eternal Jitep."^^ 
Kevcfj furcly, was there a better plan for tranf- 
forming a civilized pL-ople into a horde of cut-throats. 
It l"ucrf?eded completely. The blood now flowed at 
Paris in;in uncealing ftrcam. A permanent tribunal 
was eftablithed, whofc only bufinefs was to condemn^ 
and certify lo the Convention that the executions went 
on according to the lifts fent from its Committees, 

Betides legions of executioners, there were others 
of afiaflins. The command of thefe latter was 
given lo thnfe members of the Convention who were 
lent into the dift'ercnt parts of the country. Terror 
preceded thcfe harbingers of death, and their foot- 
fteps were marked with blood. The fword, the fire, 
and the water, all biicame inltruments of deftrtjc- 
tion. 

During this murdering time, which has juftly afTura- 
cd the nanicof the«;^w of terror, tlie leaders of fcveral 
faflions of the revel ntionills tjierafelves received their 
reward on a fcafFoid, and, among others, Robe- 
ipierre and his accomplices. When thcfe men fell, 
the Convention, according to its ufualcuftom, afcrib- 
cd all the cruelties committed during fometimc before 
their death, to them alone; and the people, always 
eager for blood, now demanded the heads of thole 
whom they hadaflifled in the murder of their coun- 
trymen. By lacrifictng thefe its inftruments, the 
Convention faw a fair opportunity for removing the 
infamy from itlclf, and of perpetuating its povi?er. 
(n confequence, many of theia were tried and exe- 
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cutcd, and, among others, Carrier (a member cf 
tlie Convention), who had been flationcd atNantz, 
with the members of the Revolutionary Committee 
of that unfortunate town. From the trial of thcfc 
men it is that I have feledled the fatfts which are to 
corapofe this chapter. The trial was before the tri- 
bunal at Paris, to which place the accuted were car- 
ried from Nantz. 

It has been repeatedly afferted by thofe who feenj 
to liave more attachment to the caule of the French 
than to that of truth, that the barbarities conamittecl 
in that country have been by the hands of foreign- 
ers. Such a Itory is impoffible, and even ridiculous ; 
but, however, it has induced me to infert liere a lift 
of the barbarous wretches who were fo long the 
icourge of the city of Nantz, from which it will apn 
pear that they were all Frenchmen born and bred. 
This is an adl of juilice due to other nations. 

Memhers of the Convention rm Miffian at Nantz. 
Carrier, horn in Ga/fony. 

Members of the Revoktio/iary Cot^mittee at Natir^. 

Goulin 
Chaux 



Grapd-Maifon 

Bachelier 

Pcrrochaux 

Mainguet 



Bom at Nantz. 



Naud 

Gallen 

DurafTier 

Leveque, horn at Mayenns. 

Bolognic, born nt Parts. 

Battatie, bo7fi at Charitie-Jur- Loire, 

Joly, born at AngerviUe-la-'Marteh 

Pinard, born at Chrifio^le-Dubois. 

Carrier was the great mover, the alTaffin-gencraii 
the Committee were his agentsi, Some of them were 

always 
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always affembled in their hall, to give directions to 
the under murderers, while the others took repolc^ 
or were dilpatched on important expeditionSj fuch as 
the fhooting or drowning of hundreds at a time. 
They flood in need, however, of fubaltern cut- 
throats, more determined and bloody than the peo- 
ple In general ; and therefore they raifed a company, 
who took the title of* the Company of Marat, com- 
pofcd of the vileft wretches that were to be found. 
Thefe being aflembled together, took the following 
oath before their employers. 

Fol. iv. Page 203. — " I fwear to purfuc unto death, 
all royaltfis, fanatics (Cbrifiians*), gentlemen (the 
French word is mujcadin, which means a genlhmmi OT 
well -drejfed man), and /««/frfl/(?f (moderate people), un- 
der whatever colgur, maik, or form, they may appear. 

*' I fwear to fpare neither parents nor relatio?is ; to 
facrifice my perfonal interelts, and even friendfhip 
itfelf ; and to acknowledge for parents, brothers, and 
friends, nobody but the patriots, the ardent de- 
fenders of the republic." 

Pity with me, reader, the poor unhappy people 
that .were to become the prey of a fet of blood-hounds 
like thefe. Pity the aged parents, and the helplcfs 
babes, that were to bleed beneath their mercilefs 
fabres. If you are not endowed with uncommon 
fortitude, 1 could almoft advife you to advance no 
further ; fifty times has the pen dropped from my 
trembling hand : Oh ! how I pity the hiftorlan that 
is to hand thefe bloody deeds down to our Ihudder- 
ing and indignant pofterity. 

Fol, i. Page 66. — TronjoUy, a witnefs, informs 
the tribunal, that the Company of Marat was at firfl: 
compofed of fixty perfons ; tliat Goulin openly 
propoled that none but the moil infamous villains 
fhould be admitted into it ; and, at each nomination, 

* Fanatic is the name now given to all who remain attached to 
the Chriitian religion> ^ 
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ericd out, ** Is there tfo greater fcoundrcl to be 
fcund ?'» 

On the 24th of October, fays the witnefs, I heard 
Goulin and his colleagues lay, that they were going 
to give a great example ; that the prifoners thould 
be all fliot. I atteft that this fcepe was ftill more 
horrible than that of the aad and 23d of September. 
The Company of Marat were caroufing round a 
table, and at the tame time it was deliberated whe- 
ther the prifoners thould not be mallacred by hun- 
dreds. In this deliberation, Goulin was for indifcri- 
minate death : and thus were the prifoners, without 
ever being interrogated or heard, condemned to die. 
There exifted no proofs of guilt againft thefe unfor- 
tunate prifoners ; they were what were called Juf-^ 
feffed fer/ms : the felons, and all real criminals, were 
^t at liberty. 

Carrier, in quality of a member of the Conven- 
tion, had placed a vile wretch at Painboeuf, named 
Foucault, to whom he gave an abfolute power of 
]ife and death. 

Voi. i. Page 68 — Old men, women with child, 
»nd children, were drowned without diflindtion. 
They were put on board of lighters, which were 
railed routid to keep the prifoners from jumping over- 
board if they fhould happen to difengage themfelves. 
There were plugs made in the bottom, or fides, 
which being pulled out, the lighter funk, and all in 
it were drowned. Thefe expeditions were firft car- 
ried on by night, but the fun foon beheld the mur- 
derous work. At firft the prifoners were drowned in 
their clothes ; this, however, appeared too merciful ; 
^o expofe the two fexes naked before each other was^^ 
ft pleafure that the ruffians could not forego. 

I muft now, fays the witnefs, fpeak of a new fort 
©f cruelty. The young men and women were picked 
out from among the mafs of fufFerers, fl^ripped naked, 
and tied together face to face. After being kept ii^ 
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this fituation about an hour, they were put into ait 
open lighter; and after receiving fevcral blows on 
the (ItuU with the but of a mufket, thrown into tho 
water. Thefe were called rcpiiUican vunriages, 

PIjL i. Page 72. — On the 26th of OtStober, Car- 
rier, the member of the Convention, ordered mc 
(the witnefs was a judge of fome fort) to guillotine 
indifcriminately all the Vendeans who came to giv« 
themfelvcs up. I refufed, but the Repretenfatlvc of 
the People promifed that his prey fhould not efcape 
him thus. In lliort, on the 29th, he had guillotined i 
twenty-feven Vendeans, among whom were children 
of thirteen, fourteen,, and fiftrcn years of age, and 
feven young women, the oldcft of which was not , 
above twenty- nine. On the fame day twenty other ■ 
perfons were executed without trial, 

Fol. i. Page 76. — ^^Carrier, the bloodieft of the j 
bloody, harangued his agents fword in handt 
he ordered a woman to be fhot at her window, 
merely becaufe flie looked at him; he chofe from- 
among the female prifoners, thofe whom he thought 
worthy of his foul embraces ; and, after being l*a- 
tiated with their charms, fent them to the guil- 
lotine. 

Obferve well, reader, that this was a memher of^ 

the National Convention I — a Rtfrejmtative of the ^ 

People ! a Laivg'iTer! ^| 

Fol. iv. Page 155. — I think it nccefTiir)' to bring^^ 
here a depolition or two from the tliird and fourth 
volumes of the trial, as they will fhow at once the 
pretended and real motives of the member of the 
Convention and his Committee. 

Jomard, a witnels, declares, that when the gene- 
rale was beat at Nantz, and tlie feizure oi fsifpeCied 
ferfoni began, nobody believed any thing of a con- 
fpiracy again ft the Republic. As a clear proof of 
this, adds Jomard, Richard, one of the agents of 
the Revolutionary Committee, wrote to his friend 
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Crefpiiij telling him that he had left the Company ot 
Marat without arms ; but that means were found 
out to arm the patriots and dilarm the fiifpeSled.^ 1 
The generale, adds Richard, is now beating ; but 
do not frighten yourfclf ; I will tell you the reafon 
of this ut \mir return. 

Vol. iii, Tage 58. — Latour^ a witnefs, lays, 1 | 
was fick ; Dulny, who was my doctor, informed | 
me that Gaudet, public accuicr, had let him into an I 
important lecret ; which was, that Carrier, and the J 
Revolutionary Committee, not knowing how to 
ii:[ueezc the ridi, had fallen upon a plan to imprilbn , 
them, while they fei/ed on their eflfcdts. In order to < 
have a pretext for doing this, faid Gaudet, we Jhall 
five out that there exifis a confpiracy againl> the 
Republic. I am to make the generale beat early in I 
the morning. The fans-culottes*, informed before- 
hand, are to parade at their diflFercnt pofts ; the rich 
and the timid will, according to cuflom, remain in 
their houfes ; to thefe houfes the fans- culottes are to 
repair, pillage all they have, and convey them to 
prifbn. 

Notwithftanding my illneft, I had no inclination 
to be found at home ; I therefore begged the Dodtor 
to give UK. notice when the affair was to take place, 
•which he promifed to do. In three days after, he in* 
formed me that the generale would beat the ne3?.t 
morning. In fpite of my ficknefs, I went to my 
poft. Wc were all the day under arms, and a great 
number of rich people were pillaged and imprilbned, 
fome guillotined. 

I attcft, adds the witnefs, that there was not the 
leaft appearance of ainy confpiracy. All was a 



* This degrading term, which is become the glory of modern 
patriots, lite/ally means, mtn •withaut brerclia \ but it was ever 
nfcd by the French to defignate vile, rafcally people, the dregs of 
fodety i aod as tuch we ought now to underuand iti 
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dead calm ; terror and confternatioo alone reiguci 
■n the dty. More than three thoufaiid vi<5tims to 
luft aad avarice were this day lodged in loatbfomc 
dungeons, from whence they were never to be re- 
leafed, but to be led to flaughter. 

I (hall now infert ao article or two that will giv« 
the reader an idea, of the manner of proceeding 01 
thele tans-culottes. 

f-oL iv. F^ge 157. — One of thetaembers of the 
Revolutionary Committee, withacompany of armed 
ruffians, went to the hoale of one Careil. They 

_5qoo livres in 
They returned 
again in the evening, faj's the witnefe, who itfeemt 
was miftrels of the houfe; we, at firft, took 
them for common thieves, and therefore our aldttn. 
was not fa great ; but to our forrow, we were ibou 
convinced by the voice of Pinard, tliat they were 
the patriots of the Revolutionary Committee. Our 
family was compofed of women and one old man. 
There were myfelf, four Iifters-in-!aw, formerly nuns, 
two old relations above eighty years of age, and my 
bufband. The houfe and yard were liripped of 
every thing, and the ruffians were talking of tctting 
fire to the buildings. One of my fillers made fhitt 
to preferve 800 livres ; Ihe offered them thefc to 
iave the houfe ; they accept the conditions, re- 
ceive the money, and then burn the houfe to tlie 
ground. 

Ourperfons were now all that remained to be dif- 
pofed ot". There was a one-horfe chair ; but which 
was too good for any of us : it was faftened to the 
tail of a cart into which we were put (my huiband, 
an old and infirm man, being obliged to walk in the 
rear), and thus were dragged, preceded by our plun- 
dered property, to that gang of cut- throats called 
the Revolutionary Committee, Here our complaints 
were in a moment fliiled. Pinard faid, that his or< 
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ders were to burn all, and kil! all. The Comm'dtee 
were afionifbed and oftendcd al his clemency, and 
reprimanded him feverely for not having murdered 
us according to his orders. 

I, my filters, and our poor old relationSj were 
fent to one piilon, and my hiifbaiid lo another. My 
Imfband died, and we are only left alive to weep 
and fiarve. 

It is well worth the reader's while to hear what this 
Pinardfaid in his defence on this head. 

/•o/, Iv. Pa^e 162. — Wc adted, fays he, by the 
order of the Reprefentative of the People Carrier. 
When I went,'at my return, to carry him the church- 
plate that I had taken from the nuns, he would, infifl 
upon my drinking out of thechalice (or facramental 
cup), and alkcd me why 1 had not killed all the 
damned bitches. 

I fhall here obferve once for all, that theie volumes 
contain a feries of robhertcs of this fort. Sometimes 
the plunder was divided among the plunderers, fome- 
times it was delivered to Carrier, and at others it 
was dcpofited with the Revolutionary Committee, 
Thcfe latter impofcd immcnfe taxes, or rather con- 
tributions, on the people, under pretence ofaflilting 
the fans-culottes, but which were applied to their 
own ufes. Tt is jufl to obferve alio, that the tribunal 
at Paris, before which they were brought to anfwer 
for their crimes, appears to have fhown much more 
anxiety about the gold and iilver^ than about the 
lives of the murdered perfons. 

FoL V. Page 15. — MariGlte, a witncfs, informs 
the tribunal that he was detached on a party to feven 
miles di fiance from Nantz. The party, fays the wit- 
nefs, went into the neighbourhood of the foreft of 
Rince, and took up their quarters in a houfe occu- 
pied by Mrs. Chauvette. Five days after our arrival, 
came Pinard, about midnight, and told us that we 
were in the houfe of an aiiflocrat. He bragged of 
4 having 
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baying that evening killed fix women, and fald that 
Chauvelte fliould make the fcventh. He threatened 
her, and, to add to her torment, told her to comfort 
berfelf, for that her child fhoulddie firft. It isPinard, 
adds he, that now fpeaks to you : Pinard, that carcics 
on the war again (t the female fex. I drew oiy Avord, 
continues the witnefs, and told Pinard that he fhould 
pats over my dead body to come at the woman. 

Commeroisy who was another of this party, informs 
the tribunal, that Pinard being tlitis flopped, Aubi- 
net, one of his companions, faid, Stand afide, while 
I cut open the guts of that bitch. He did not fnc- 
ceed, however, adds this witnels. Now Marienil 
came up, and I'wore he would have her life ; but find- 
ing us in his way, he faid. You look Hke a good 
b — ger enough ; l have a word to lay in your ear. 
We only want, iays he, to know where the has hid- 
den 6O5O00 livrea belonging to a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood. I anfwered, Give me your word not 
to hurt the woman nor her child, and I will bring 
her forth. He promifed, and I brought thera out. 
The woman, teeing that the was conduced to a fort 
of cellar, cried out, I know I ara brought here to be 
murdered, like the women whofe throats were cut in 
this place yefterday. All the favour I atk, faid the, 
is, that you will kill me before you kill my child. 
She was now queftioned about the money ; but the 
continued her protcltations of knowing nothing of 
it. Pinard and Aubinet prepared again to aflaflinatc 
her; but they did not furceed for this time. 

/'W. V, Pi3gi^ J 6. — The fame witncfs relates another 
adventure. When we were going hence, lays he, to- 
wards the forefl; of Rince, we heard a man in a Utile 
wood, crying for help. We found Pinard and two 
other horlemen, each having a piece of linen undec 
his arm. We left them, and foon after faw two poor 
pealants running away. In going along among the 
brufhwood, fays the wilnefs, I heard Ibmetbing ruftle 
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altnoft under my feet : I knocked the buflics afide 
with ray mutket : — what ihould it be but two chil- 
dren ? 1 gave one of them, who was feven years 
bid, into the care of Cedrc, and kept the other, of 
five years old, myfelf. They both cried bitterly. 
Their cries brought to us two women, their mothers, 
who were alfo hid among the buihes ; they threw 
therofelves upon their knees, and befought us not to 
kill their children. In quitting the wood, Pinard 
came up with us : he had feveral women, whom I 
favv him chop down, and murder with his fabre. 
What, fays he to me, are you going to do with 
thofe two children ? Stand away, fays he, till I 
blow out their brains. I oppofcd him, and while 
Wc were in difpute, two volunteers brought an old 
inan, ilone-blind. This we now found was the 
jgrandfather of the children. Pray, faid the poor 
old man, take my life, and preferve my little dar- 
lings. I told him that we would take care of them ; 
he wepit, and Iqueezed my hand. This unfortunate 
©Id man, adds the witnefs, was murdered as well as 
the women. 

Pinard quitted the high road in returning, for no 
other purpbfe but that of murdering. He and his 
companions killed all they came at, men, women, 
and children, of all ages. To juftify his barbarity, 
he produced the decree that ordered him to fpare 
"neither fex nor age. 

My reader will recolleiS that the National Con- 
vention of France had abolifhed negro Jluvery; 
and he will alfo recoiled:, that the humatiity of this 
meafure has been much applauded b)' thofe who 
have not penetration enough to fee their motives in 
fc doing. 

" We ihalL now tee what advantage this liberty pro- 

'cured to the unfortunate country- people round 

^antz. This city,*- from its commercial relations 

^" with the WcflrJndia iflands, always 9ontained a 
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teumber of blacks who came to wait on their matters, 
&c. As foon as the decree abolithing negro flavery 
appeared, thefe people claimed their rights as citi- 
zens; and, having no employment, they were taken 
into the fervice of the Republic, and placed under 
the orders of the Revolutionary Committee. A. 
party of thefe citizens was fent to affift in the mur- 
ders round the city, and we fhall fee that they were 
by no means wanting in obedience to their em- 
ployers. 

Pol. V. Page 90.— -An officer, named Ormes, 
came, fays a witnefs, to alk our affiftance in favour 
of five pretty women, whom the Company of Ame- 
ricans (this was the word which had taken place of 
that of negroes, bccaufe the Convention had forbid- 
den any one to call them negroes) had referved tbr a 
purpofe eafily to be guefled at. A party marched 
off, and foon came to the houfe where the blacks 
had lodged the women. The poor creatures were 
crying and groaning ; their fhrieks were to be heard 
at half a mile diftance. The party ordered the 
door to be opened, which was at laft done. They 
then demanded the women ; No, replied the blacks, 
they are now our Jlaves ; we have earned them dear 
enough, and you fliall tear them away limb by limb 
if you have them. We are told by thefe men, that, 
thanks to the fahttary decrees of the Convention, the 
French empire contained no Jlaves. The brutality 
of the blacks would not permit them to liften to the 
voice of reafon ; they prepared for the defence of 
their prey, when the party, always guided by pru- 
dence, preferred retiring, to avoid daughter. 

Two days after, continues the witnefs, the Ame- 
ricans, fatiatcd with their captives, left them. One 
of thefe women, the handfdmeft in the eyes of the " 
blacks, had been obliged to "Endure the approaches 
of more than a hundred of them. She was fallen 
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into A kind of ffupor, and was unable to walk or 
iland. The whole five were lliot foon after. 

I do not know which is moft entitled to our de- 
tetftation here, the brutal negroes, or the pufillani- 
. inous, tafcally Frenchmen, who were the witnefles 
of their horrid deeds. Tt-udence taught thefe pol- 
troons to retire, when they faw five of their lovely 
countrywomen expofed to the naufeous embraces 
of a fet of filthy, mercilels monfters ! They few 
them bathed in tears, heard their fupplicating cries, 
were fliocked at a fight, the very idea of which 
routes all the feelings of manhood ; but Prudence 
taught them to retire ! — Savage villains ! Prudence 
never taught you to retire from the drownings and 
cries of poor defencelefs innocent priefts, and 
women and children ! It was not till the blacks 
prepared to defend their prey, that Prudence taught 
you to retire ! 

Some of the women, taken in the country, were 
fu£fered io die, or rather to be murdered, in a Ida 
ihocking way. 

Vol. V. Page 35. — Nantz, 5 Ventofe, fecond year 
if the French Republic. Citizen Male is hereby or- 
dered to conduCT the forty women, under his car(f, 
to the top of the cliff Pierre Molne, and there 
throw them head foremoft into the lea. 

(Signed) Foucaitlt. 

We now come to the depofition oiGearge Thomas, 
a health officer, who is one among the few, even of 
the witnefTes, that appears to have preferved fome 
" remains of humanity. He tells fuch.a tale of woe 
as I hope, and am perfuaded, the reader's heart will 
with difficulty fupport. 

Fol. ii. Page 147. — ^The revolutionary hofpital, 
fays the witneft, was totally unprovided with every 
neceffary. The jail fever made terrible ravages in 
all the houfes of detention ; feventy-five perfons, or 
thereabout, died daily in this hofpital. There was 
4 nothing 
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nothing but rotten mattrafles : on each of them 
more than fifty prifoners had breathed their laft. 

I went to Chaux, one of the Committee, to alfc 
for relief for the unhappy wretches that remained 
here. We cannot do any thing, laid Chaux ; but 
if you will, you may contribute to the cauie of, hu- 
manity by a way that I will point out to you. That 
raical Phillippes has aoo,ooo livres in his clutches, 
which we cannot come at. Now, if you will ac- 
cufe him in form^ and fupport your accufation by 
witnefles that I will engage to furnifti you with, I 
will grant you, out of the fum, all that you want 
for the revolutionary hofpital. At the very mention 
of humanity from Chaux I was aftounded : the latter 
part of his propofal, however, brought me back to 
my man. I rejeded it with the indignation that it 
merited. 

I atteft, that the Revolutionary Committee of 
Nantz feized and imprifoned almoft all ihofe who 
were efteemed rich, men of talents, virtue, and 
humanity. 

I accufe this Committee of having ordered, to my 
knowledge, the Ihooting or drowning of between 
four and five hundred children, the oldeft of which 
were not more than fourteen years of age. 

Minguet, one of the Committee, had given me 
an order to choofe two from among the children, 
whom I intended to fave from death, and bring up. 
I chofe one of eleven years old, and another of 
fourteen. The next day 1 went to the prifon called 
the Entrepot, with feveral of my friends, whom \ 
had prevailed on to afk for fome of thefe children. 
When we came, we found the poor little creatures 
itood no longer in need of our interpofition. They 
were all drowned. I atteft, that I faw in this pri- 
ibn, but the evening before, more than four hun- 
dred. 

I 3. Hftving 
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Having received an order from the military com* 
miffioners to go to the Entrepot^ to certify as to the 
pregnancy of a great number of women, I founds 
in the entering this horrible flaughter-houfe, a great 
quantity of dead bodies, thrown here and there. { 
faw feyeral infants, fome yet palpitating, and others 
drowned in tubs of human excrement. I hurried 
along through this fcene of horror. My afpe<^ 
frightened the women : they had been accuftomed 
to fee none but their butchers. I encouraged them i 
fpoke to them the language of humanity. I found 
that thirty of them were with child, feveral of them 
feven or eight months. Some few days after I went 
again to fee thete unhappy creatures, whof^ tituatiotx 
rendered them objc<3s of compaffion and tendernefs ; 
■but — (adds the witnefs with 9, faUering voice), 
fhall 1 tell you, they had been moft inhumanly 
murdered. 

Tlie further I advanced, continues the witnefs^ 
^e more was my heart appalled. There were eight 
hundred women, and as mSny children, confined 
in the Entrepot and in the Mariliere. There were 
peither beds, llraw, nor neceffary veflcls. The pri- 
soners were in want of every thing. Pp<5tor RoUit^ 
and rayfclf faw five children expire in lefs than four 
ininutes. They received no kind of nourifhment. — ■ 
We alked the women in the neighbourhood, if they 
could not lend them fome afliftance. What would 
you have us do ? faid they ; Grand-Maifon ^rrefta 
every one that attempts to fuccoqr them. 

^/. ii. Pa^e J s6.— The fame witRcfs fays, I ac- 
cufe the Committee in general of tlie murder of fe- 
ven prifoners, whom, for want of time to, examine 
them, they had hewn down with fabres under the 
window of their hall. 

The witnefs adds, Carrier and the Committee, a$ 
well as their under-murderers, ufcd to turn the 
drownings intojefts: they called, them immerjions, 
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national iapttfmsy vertical tranfportations, bathings^ 
ice. I entered, fays he, one day, a public-houfe 
oppofite the Bouffay, where I favv a waterman, 
named Perdreau. He afked me for a pinch of fnufF :.• 
for, fays the ruffian, I have richly earned it ; I have 
juft lielped to difpatch feven or eight hundred. 
How, fays I, do you manage to make away with 
them fo faft ? Nothing fo eafy, replied he ; when I 
have a bathing-match, I ftrip them naked, two men 
with their bayonets pufh them, tied two and two, 
into my boat, whence they go foufe into, the water;; 
with a broken Ikull. 

Vol. ii. Page i^i.-r—Faupis, a witnefs, fays; I 
wrote ten times to the adminiftrators of the dif^ri^,- 
and went often to the Revolutionary Committee, to 
requeft that fomething Ihould be, done for the poot 
children in prifon ; but could obtain nothing. At 
laft I ventured to fpeak to Carrier, who replied, in 
a paffion, You are a counter-revolutionift : no 
pity : they are young vipers, that muft be deftroyed* 
-^If I had a6led of myfelf, lays- .the witnefs, I 
ihould have fhared their fate. 

One day, in entering the Entrepot, a citizen of 
Nantz law a great heap of corpfes : they were all of 
children ; many were ftill palpitating and ftrugglin^ 
with death. The man looked at them for fotne. 
time, faw a child move its arm, he feized it, rail 
home with it, and had the good luck to fsvc it from 
death, and its more terrible minifters. 

Here Thomas is again queftioned, and he atteds, 
that the Revolutionary Committee iffued an order, 
commanding all thofe who had taken children from 
the prifons, to carry them back again ; and this, 
adds the witnefs, for the pure pleaiure of having 
them murdered. 

PoL iv. Page 1145. — CoJJirant, a witnefs, depof<ss 
th^t it was propofed to fhoot fome of the prifoners en 
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majfe*', but that the propofal was rejecEted. How- ■ 
ever, fays he, as I was returning home one evening, j 
I met Ramor, who told me that the ftiootingwas at 'I 
that moment going on. As I heard no noifc, I^-l 
could not beheve him ; but I was not fuffcred to re-'I 
main long in doubt. A fellow came up to me, co-l 
vcred with blood i That is the way we knock them I 
off, my boj', fays he. Seven hundred had been fhot I 
that afternoon. J 

Fol. iv. Page 156. — Dehourgei, a witnefs, lays, I 
Ibavefeen, during fix days, nothing but drown-*! 
ings, guillotiniiigs, and iTiooliiigs. Being once oiil 
guard, I commanded a detachment that conducted I 
the fourth riwjfe of women to 'je fhot at Gigan.'l 
When I arrived, I found the dead bodies of feventy-l 
five women already flretched on the fpot. Theyi 
were quite naked. I was informed that they were I 
girls from fifteen to eighteen years of age. Wheal 
they had the misfortune not 10 fall dead after the I 
fhot, they were difpatrhed with fabres. A 

Vol. ii. Page z^^,'~Naiidi one of the accufed, I 
fays, I faw a red headed General, named Heitor, 1 
at the head of a detachment, conducing prifoners I 
to the meadow of the Mauvcs. Caftrie and I fol- I 
lowed him. When we came, they were preparing | 
to fire ; but we made Ihift to fave a few of the chil- I 
dren, I 

FoL i. Page 27. — Labeneite, a witnefs, informs I 
the tribunal, that the Revolutionary Committee ot~'\ 
dered to be ftuck on all the walls of the city, a de- 
cree, forbidding all fathers, mothers, huibands, 
wives, children, relations, or friends, io Jblicit tho 
pardon of any prifoner whatever. 



* The French exprelEon is preferveJ here. It is to be hoped 
(hat it will never be adopted in the Janguage of any other comv- 
try. Its meaaing is, itt muUUuJdt 
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1 was alfo wilncfs of the drowning of ninety 
priefts, two of whom, who were decrepit old men, 
by forac accident or other, efcaped, but were re- 
taken and murdered. Indeed, adds this witnefs, I 
have been an eye-witncis of ievcral drownings of 
men, women with child, girls, bovs, infants, indif- 
criminately. \ have ahb fecn fome of all thcfc defcrip- 
tions fhot in the public fqaare, and at other places. 
The national guard of the city was employed du- 
ring fix weeks in filling up the ditches, into which 
the maffacTcd perfons were thrown. I was doAor 
to one of the prifons, and was like to be difplaced, 
becaufe I was too humane. 

Fbl. i. Page 60. — Carrier fent for the Prefident 
of the Military Commiflion. It is you, then, fays 
he, Mr. Ton of a bitch, that has dared to give or- 
ders contrary to mine. Mind ; if you have not 
emptied the EnSrepoi in two hours, I will have your 
head, and the heads of all the CoramiOion. — It is 
not necedary to add, that he was obeyed. 

Vol. 1. Page 103. — Tronjelly, a witnefs, fays, that 
Chaux expreffed his difapprohation of the law of 
the i4tli of September. It is a great pity, faid he, 
it ever was made ; without that, we would have r&- 
duced the inhabitants of Naiitz to a handful. — Car- 
rier was confultcd, adds this witnefs, with refpeA to 
receiving money to fave the lives of the rich ; but 
the merciful Rcprefentative of Uie People anfwered 
— No compofitions ; the guillotine ; the guillotine ; 
and take their money afterward. — Three women, 
too charming certainly, fince they attracted the de- 
iires of the ferocious Carrier, had the misfortune to 
he chofen for the tiger's pleafiires. He fir ft facrificed 
them to his brutal lull, and then feut them to aug- 
ment the triaji of a maifacrc. 

PoL ii. Page 175. — The widow Dimcy, a witnefs, 
fays, that the is the widow of the late keeper of the 
Entrepot; that ihe faw fifty priefts brougiit there. 
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and robbed of all their money and effefls ; and ihat 
they were afterwards drowned, wilh forae women 
and little children. She alfo adds, twenty-four 
men and four women were taken out one day. A 
child of fourteen years was tied with others to be 
drowned; his cries for his papa were enough to 
. picFce the heart of, a tiger ; Lambertye tied him, 
however, and drowned him with the reft. 

Fooquet, the companion of Lambertye, faid on 
this occafion, that he had already helped to difpatch 
ftine thoufand, and that if they would but let him 
alone for twenty-foyr hours, he would fwcep all the 
iwifons of Nantz. 

■ f'ol. it. Pa^e 1 86, — Lacaille, keeper of another 
priibn called the Bouffay, gives a circamflantial ac- 
coont of one of the drownings. 

The horrid night, fays the witnefs, of the 2.^d of 
Odkober, two foldiers of the Company of Marat 
came to the Bouffay, each with a bundle of cords. 
About nine o'clock, they told me there were one 
hundred and fifty-five priibners, whom they were 
to transfer to Belle-Ifle, to work at a fortre&. About 
an hour after arrived thirty or forty more of thefe 
ibldiers. An order from the Committee was pro- 
duced for the delivery of one hundred and fifty-five 
of my prisoners. I obferved to them, that feveral 
of the prifoners on the liii were now at liberty, or 
in the hofpitals. 

They now fat down to table, and, after having 
fapped and drank heartily, they brought out their 
cord», and diverted themtelves awhile in tying each 
other, as they intended to tie the prifoners. 1 then 
condu61ed them to the rooms where the prifoners 
were lodged. They inftantly fall to work, tying 
the poor trembling wretches two and two. 

Grand-Maifon now entered the court-yard, and 
hollowed out to them to difpatch. Goulin came 
fiamping and fwearing, becaufe theu number c\fi the 

lift 



FEBRUARY, 1^96. 113 

lift could not be completed. There were fo many 
lick and dead, that f hey could not well be made up. 
I fent you filteen this evening, fyyt, Goulin; what 
have you done with tbeni i I told him they were 
up t^airs. Down with them, lays he. I obeyed, 
and tliey were tied, like the reft. In Head of one 
hundred and fifty-five, Gouliu at lali confented 
to take one hundred and twenty-nine ; but thi^ 
pumber not being complete, the equitaljle and ten- 
der-hearted Goulin orders the remainder to be 
taken Irora the priibners indiWiminatcly ; and when 
this was done, he marches off at the head of the 
^fifa^ins to conduct them to the river, where they 
were all drowned. 

/'o/. ii, Pa^e 204. — The widow Mallet, who had 
fitft been robbed of her property, and then impri- 
toned, gives an account of the manner in which 
the and her cooipanions in captivity were treated, 

I complained, fays this poor woman, to Perro- 
cheaux of a violent lore throat. That is good, faid 
he ; tlie guillotine will cure you of that. 

One day Jolly alkyd if I was not the widow 
Mallet, and giving me a look, that makes me trem- 
ble even now. Aye, fays he, Ihe fhall drink out of 
(he great cup. 

In the houfe where we were confined, there was 
9 great number of beautiful pifturcs. Some mea 
were fent one day by the Committee to tear them 
to pieces, which they did, leaving only one wbichji 
rcprefented Death, and jeering with favage irony,^ 
Contemplate that image, faid they, to cheer your; 
hearts. 

We were in want of every neceflary. Seven 
hundred of us were confined in this houfe, which, 
even as a prifon, was too fmall for two hundred. 
Forty were crammed into one litfle chamber. 
During fix or ii:ven months wc had no infirmary, 
or rather, each apartment was one. The fick and 
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dead were often extended on the floor among the 
living. How many have I feen ftruggling in the 
pangs of death by my fide ! 

Grand-Maifon told me one day of an old quarrel : 
Times are altered, lays he ; now I have you under 
my clutches. 

Duraffier came one day drunk, and began to 
make out a lift for execution. His oaths and im- 
precations made us tremble ; I was on the fatal lift:, 
and I know not how I have efcaped. 

My old fervant went to folicit for my removal, 
reprefenting me as dangeroufly ill. Perrocheaus; 
ik«d to her, Let her die, you filly bitch, and then 
we fhall have her houfe, and you will fare better 
with'ug than with her. 

Vol. i\. Page 21^. — ^Br^o/, a witnefs, fays, There 
were fome women going to be fliot; one of them 
had a child of eleven months old at her breaft, 
which the affaffins would have fhot with its mother, 
had not a foldier fnatched it from her arms. The 
babe was carried by a woman to Gourlay, a fur- 
geon, who had the compallion to take care of it. 

.Fbl. ii. Page 21 y. — Fournies, a wilnefs, fays, 
that there were at one time, to his knowledge, 
ninety-fix priefls drowned in the Loire. Adds he, 
fonr of them got on board a Dutch floop lying in 
the river; but \vere retaken and drowned the next 
day. Foucault, in boafting of the fecond drown- 
ing of thefc priefts, fliowed, in the company where 
I wjis, a pair of Ihoes he then wore, which he had 
taken from the feet of one of them. 

Vol. ii. Page 220. — Jane Lallies^ a young wa-» 
snan, confined on the general acctifation of being 
an ariftocrat, informs the tribunal, that fhe was 
made cook in the prifon. One night, fays fhe, a 
number of the Company of Marat came to theurpri- 
fpn. One Girardeau condu<51^ed the troop. Come, 
my lads, fays he, I muA go and ice my birds in 
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the cape. Ducon, fteing fome of the prifoncrs 
weep, What the devil do you howl ftfr? fays he; wc 
want proviTioiis here, and we are going to fend you 
off to get us fome, that is all. 

Crefpin faid to me, in giving me teveral blows 
with his naked Avord, March, bitch, liglit us along: 
. we are matters now : your turn will tbon come, 
when there is no better game. 

Corae, come, my little linging birds, faid Jolly ; 
out of your nefts, and make np your packets, and 
above all do not forget your pocket-books ; that is 
the main point ; no cheating the nation. Ducon 
laid afide to Duralfier, Are not they finely bit f 
Finding they did not prepare themfelves quick 
enough, he adds, Come, come, time to drefs them, 
time to flioot them, time to knock their brains out— _ 
I think that is plenty of time for them. 

Duraflier kept bawling out. Quick, b — gcrs, 
march. To a tick man, who walked with a ilick, 
he faid, You want no flick; march like the reft, 
b — gers ; yoH fhalL foon have a flick with a devil 
to you. 

Ducon, as he went away, faid to the keeper, 
Good by fur tliis time ; we ihall come again loon 
to eate you of the reft : I think we have a pretty 
fmart haul for once. — Thefe poor fouls were all 
drowned. 

/'W. ii. Fa_ge zz2. — Mrs, Pic/ioi, living by tl)C 
water-fide at JNaiitz, fays, that ll\e faw the carpen- 
ters bufy conftruftiug the lighters for drowning the 
prifoncrs; and foon after, fays the witnefs, I law 
brought to be drowned at the Crepufcule, a great 
number of women, manv of wliom liati fuckiiii; 
children in their arms. Tliey fcreamed and cried 
mofl piteoufly. Oh! laid tliey, muft we be put to 
death without being heard ? 

Several poor women of the neighbourhood ran 
and took a child apiece^ and fome two, I'rom them* 
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tJpon this the poor creatures (hrieked and fore tlieir 
hair worfe than before. — Oh ! my dear, my love, 
iny darling babe ! am I never to fee your dear face 
again ? Heavens protedl my poor dear little love ! 
—Such heart-piercing cries were furely never before 
heard ! yet thcfe could not ibftcn the hell-hounds 
that conduced the'ra. 

Many of thefe women were far advanced with 
child. All were taken into the boats ; a part were 
immediately difpatched, and the reft put on board 
the Dutch floop till the next day. 

When the next day arrived, fays the witneft, 
though we were all terror-ftruck, many had the 
courage to. afk for a child apiece of thofe that were 
left alive : but the hard-hearted villain Fouquet 
refufed, pretending his orders were changed; and 
all that remained on board the floop were drowned. 

Vol. ii. Page 223. — The fame witnefs fays. One 
day I faw feveral prifoners, brought from the Entre- 
pot, depofited in a lighter with a neck. They were 
faflened under hatches, where they were left for 
forty-eight hours. When the hatches were opened, 
there were lixty of them ftifled. Other prifoners 
that were now on board were obliged to take out 
the bodies. Robin flood on the deck, with his 
drawn fword in his hand, and fupcrintended the 
"work. This done, all the prifoners on board were 
■ftripped naked, men, women, and children of all 
aiges, from fourfcore to five ; their hands were tied 
behind them, and they were thrown into the river. 

Here the Judge, if we ought to call a fans-cu- 
iotte ruffian a Judge, alked the witnefs if this drown- 
ing was perforhied by day or by night. By open 
day, anfwers the witnefs. She adds, I obfervcd 
that the drowners became very familiar with the 
prettieft of the women ; and fome iew of them were 
faved, if it can be called faving, to endure the more 
than infernal embraces of thefe monfters. 

Vol 
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li. Ptige 227. — Delamarre informs the tri- 
bunal, that there was a heap formed of the bodies j 
of (he women who had been ihot, and that the 
foldiers, hiughing, called this horrible fpe^tacle the 
mountain, alluding to the Mountain of the National ] 
Convention. 

Fol. ii. Page 231. — FoncauU having laid one day' 
to Bdchelier, that he had two cargoes to difpatch 
that night, Badiclier flings his arms round his 
neck, faying, You are a brave fellow, the heft revo- 
lutiuniti I know among them all. 

This fame FoucatiU tired at tiis father with a pif- 
tol ; and was looked upon as the inventor of the 
plugged lighters for drowning the prifoners. 

DdaJJ'al, who appears to have been an officeir 
of police, t^Us tlie tribunal, that one day he had 
taken up a woman of bad famcj who lived with 
Lambertye, one of the chief drowners. He came ; 
to my houfe, fays the witnefs, in a rage, abufed my 
wife, and carting a ferocious look at my children. 
Poor little h — ^gerSj fays he, I pity you; to-morrow 
you will be fatherlefs. 

Fhl, it. Page 25a. — Coron, one of the Company 
of Marat, informs the tribunal, that he had feveii 
thou (and five hundred perfbus fhot at the Gigao, 
and four thoufand he had affitled to drown. 

Vol. ii, Pdge 254. — Ssphy Bretonvillc, a witnefs, 
attcl^s, that rerrochcaux came feveral times to her 
father's, under pretence of fpeaking to her mother 
about the releafe of her hufband ; but that his real 
bufineft was to make indecent offers to herfclf. In 
iliort, fays the witnefs, he made me an offer to re- 
leafe my father, if I would fatiefy his lutlful defircs; 
but, as 1 refufed, Very well, faid heat la(t, I fhall 
go and do his bufinefs for hira in an in ft ant. 

P'ol, ii. Page 258. — A houfe was wanted for fomc 
purpole by the Committee. Chaux was told that 
there was one in the neighbourhood j but that it 
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wa«^ccupiecl by the owner. A pretty ftory, fays 
he; in with the b — ger into prifon, and he will be 
glad to purchafe his life.at the cxpcnfe of his houfe. 

When the horrible fituation of the prifoners was 
fcprefented to the Committee, Goulin and Chaux 
replied. So much the better; let them die, it will 
be fo much clear gain to the nation. 

Pol. n. Page 284.' — Jane Lavigne informs the 
tribunal, that one night Carrier came with Phillippe 
to fup at her houfe. They were talking, fays the 
witnefs, of the meafurcs to be purfued. You area 
parcel of whining b — gers of judges, faid Carrier : 
you want proofs to guillotine a man ; into the river 
with the b— gers, fays the Reprefentative of the Peo- 
ple, into the river with them ; that is the ftiorteft way. 

Pol. iii. Page 12. — Mary Hcrau informs the tri- 
bunal, that fhe got admittance one day into a pri- 
fon where there were a great many women con- 
fined ; feveral hundreds. I faw one amongft them, 
adds the witnefs, that was taken in labour: the was 
crawling with vermin ; her lips were blue ; death 
had already feized her. To bear the ftench of this 
infeded abode, I was obliged lo have the fmelling- 
bottle continually at my note. 

In confequence of the permiilion granted me to 
choofe a child out of this prifon, I went to a room 
where there were three hundred, or thereabouts, 
all of whom appeared dying or dead. I flopped at 
the door (for the ftink was fuch that I durft advance 
no further), and called the children to me. Some 
of the little innocents raifed their hands, and others 
their heads : but only fix were able to get to me. 1 took 
one of them, and was alfo allowed to take a poqr 
woman, whote lituation and piteous moans moved 
me to the foul. I gave them an afylum at my 
houfe till the ifTuing of the inhuman decree, which 
obliged me to return them into the clutches of the 
tiger. When this decree came out, I applied to 
the wife of Gallon, one of the Committee, begging 
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}ier fo intercede with her liufband for tlve preferva- 
tion of the woman and child I had taken: 1 will da 
no fucli thingj faid the ; and if you will be ndvifed 
by a friend, you wiJl not trouble your head about 
them. They were re-imprironed, and I never heard 
of them more. 

i'ol. iii. Page 14. — Mrs. La'dkt informs the tribu- 
nal, that fix youDg ladies, of the name of Lamo- 
terye, were fent to the BoufTay. Carrier, fays file, 
fent an order to put them inltantly to death. The 
keeper of the prifon commiffioned me to communi- 
cate to them the fatal tidings. I called them into a 
J-oom apart, and told them that the Repretcntative 
of the People had ordered their execution. 

The youngetl of them gave mc this ring (here 
fhe fhowed (he ring) : they threw themfelves on their 
knees, and called on the name of Jefus Chrift. 
From this pollure the ruffians roufed to .conduct 
them to the place of death. They were executed, 
without ever being tried. While thdy were difpatch- 
ing, twenty-ieven men awaited the fatal ftroke at 
the foot of the guillotine. 

It is laid, to the honour of the executioner, that 
his remorfc for having executed thefe young ladies 
^vas lb great, that he died in a few days after- 
wards. 

I atteft, adds this witnefs, that I have feen fium- 
bers of naked bodies of women lying by the fide 
of the Loire, thrown up by the tide. I have fecn 
heaps of human bodies gnawed, and partly devoured 
by the dogs and birds of prey : which latter were 
tontiniially hovering over the city, and particularly 
Heai- the water-fide. 1 have feen numbers of car- 
cafTes in the bottoms of the lighters, partly covered 
with water. 

P^oJ. iii. Page 23. — Rinaiidet informs the tribu- 
nal, that he Taw a number of men conducSled to 
Ihe meadovtr called the Mauvcs, aqd Ihot. Some 
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of (hem who were not killed by the Tnfils, fays the 
witnefs, were difpatched with the fabrc. A can- 
noneer, named Jacob, came up to me, and faid 
that it was he who had finiihed thofe who efcaped 
the balls. Their necks, fays this butcher, were 
juft the thing to try my new liibrc. 

Fol. iii. Pa^e 24. — I accufc, fays the fame wit- 
nefs, the Committee, of the murder of three nuns 
with my children's maid. Tliey were conduced 
by Jolly to the Committee to take the oath of apof- 
tacy. Shoot no more, drown no more, faid the 
nuns, and we will even take this horrid oath. This 
amounted to a refufal, and the confequcnces are too 
well known. 

fol. iii. Page 25. — Cap fain Leroux attefls, that 
the murder of the ninety pricfis was a moft wanton 
acft of cruelty, contrary to the profeffions of tho 
Committee itfclf ; for that they were only to be fent, 
it was faid, into perpetual exile. He fays he was 
ordered before the Committee, and threatened with 
imprifonment for having permitted two of them to 
get on board his veflel. 

Capta'm BouUef, one day, in weighing his anchor, 
faw four or five dead bodies railed by the cable ; 
and adds, that there were one hundred, and thirty 
women confined at Mirabeau, who difappeared 
all at once. 

Fi-A iii. P^ge 27. — Foucaulf, one of the accufed, 
being afked by the Judge, what was become of the 
pillage of the priet^s (for, as 1 have already obferved, 
this fcemed to be the chief objedl of the trialj, Fou- 
cault replied, that, having confultcd Carrier on the 
fubjedt, he anfwcred, B — ger ! who fhould have it 
but thofe that did the work ? Foucault declares, 
that the effcfls of the priefts were lodged on board 
Uhe covered lighter, whence the prieits had been 
precipitated into the water; and on board of which 
LaDabert_j-e, the chief in this expedition, gave a great 

dianer 
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Ktiner the next day, cofting forty thoufand livres, 
^rom other witnclfes, it appears that Carrier aflifted 
I At this repaft, and that he even propofed dining on 
[Ihe (caffold of the guillotine. 

The following traits are well calculated (^ ihow 
'What fort of treatment a people muft ever expett 
Iroin the hands of bafe-born villains, when they 
are fiifFered to fcize the reins of powcn 

FoL iii. Page ir. — I had a ton and daughter, 
fays a witnefs named Pujierle ; Groulin had pro- 
pofed a marriage bct\veen his Ibn and my daughter, 
and Goultn another between his daughter and my 
fcHi. Neither had my content ; and to avenge 
therafclves, when they virere in the Committee, they 
feized my wife and daughter, and all ray moll: va- 
luable property. The former were dragged to a 
loathfomc prifon 5 the latter I have never fince feen 
3r heard of. 

Vol. iii. Page 17. — A friend of Goylin had, as 
ic pretended, been brought to punitliment by tho 
family of the two young Toinettes. When they 
Vere brought before the Committee, he told them 
iof this. But, faid they, it could not be us. Gou- 
lin, like the wolf in the fable, cried out. If it was 
.hot you, it was your father. The two Toinettes 
Vere executed, " 

Vol. lit. Page 33. — My fon-itilaw, fays a wit-^ 
lefs, named Valle, had been confined for no other 
BpectAed crime than that of being a well-drejfed 
iiiJH (mufcadin). i went to Carrier and to the Com- 
mittee to Iblicit his releafe, before the order was if- 
jfued forbidding all folicitations. There feemed to 
be fome hopes of fucceeding; but Chaux oppofed 
Tny requcft, and he alone. It was he who had or- 
dered him to be imprilbned, to be revenged on us, 
[tecaufe we rcfufcd to fell him a quantity of itarch 
'that he had a mind to. 

Vol. iii. Page 38. — I was at a drowning, fays 
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Thhiireij on board a lighter condu«?tcd by Affile. 
Come on, my lads, laid he, to llie (Hand of Tapfy' 
iurvy. Before we got out to the finking-[>lace, I 
heard the prifooers make the molt terrible himenta- 
tions. Save us ! oh ! fave us 1 cried they ; there is 
yet time ! Oh ! pray, pray, fave us ! Some of their 
hands were untied, and they run them through the 
railing, crying, Mercy ! mercy ! It was then that 
I faw the vilhiin Grand-Maitbn chop off their 
hands and arras with his labrc. Ten minutes after, 
I heaid the carpenters, placed in the little boats^ 
liammcring at the fides of the lighter; and, direiStly, 
down it went to the bottom. 

Pol. iii. Page go.—Trapfe. When the fifty-five 
priefts were drowned, I went to Carrier to alk him 
what flaould be done with their mone}', gold, and 
filver fiiufF-boxes, rings, &c. Leave them nothing, 
fays he. Embark thcle b — gers, and let me hear 
no more of them, fays the Rcprefcntative of the 
People. 

Theic prieds, fays the witnefs, had a great num- 
ber of valuable jewels, which were all delivered to 
Richard. Carrier, upon hearing that the expedi- 
tion was over, teemed angry ; Blaft it, fays he, 1 in- 
tended to relcrve that job for Lambcrtye. 

The widow Dwnev corroborateg the evidence of 
Trappe, and adds, After the priefls were drowned, 
•Lambcrtye came to me, and pointing his fabre to 
my bieafl:, Bitch, fays he, you fhall give me an ac- 
count of the fpoils of thole prielts. — I attefl, fays 
tliis witnefs, that Lambcrtye and Fouquct were the 
favourites of the Reprefentative of the People. 

/-&/. iii. Page 43, — Nmuiilier. I was one day at 
Carrier's with Lambcrtye and feveral others. Car- 
rier, in pointing to the river, faid. We have already 
ducked two thoufand eight hundred of, them there. 
One of the ftrangers alluDg what he meant. Yes, 

lays 



FEBRUARY, 1796. 



133 



fays Carrier, two thoiifand eight hundred in the fui- 
liotial hath. 

I myfelf law, fays tlic wifncfi, while I was at 
Nantz, which was not long, iive hundred men, and 
two hundred and fifty women, all tied, conduilTted 
to the Loire b^ Lambert) c and Fouquct. 

/o/. iii. Piige 50. — One time, fays Affile (he' 
was one of the drowners), Fouquct ordered me to 
go to Marie, to befpeak the two lighters that were 
wanted for the night, and to engage fome carpen- 
ters. This done, I went and got the cords and the 
ftaples to faften the prifoncrs at the bottom of the 
lighter. About nine o'clock, nearly Jive hundred 
were put on board. Thefe were pillaged and flrip- 
ped in the lighter, and Fouquet fwore, if I did not 
obey his requilitions, which were always made in 
the mime of the law^ he would drown me with the 
refi-. 

Four little boats, continues Affile, attended each 
lighter. When the plugs were pulled out, the prU 
foners cried, Mercy ! There were fome on the half- 
deck with their hands tied only ; and thefe, when 
they faw the lighter linking, cried, Let us jump into 
their boats, and drown them with ourfelves. But all 
that attempted it were hacked down with labres. 

When the expedition was completed, wc went to 
Thomas's hotel, where the effefts of the prifoncrs 
had been carried ; hence we went to Secher's, where 
■we divided the fpoil. 

The prifoners on their trial, having denied here, 
that they had given orders tor the drownings, fevcral 
of their orders were produced and read. It may not 
be amils to infert two or three of them. They will 
give the reader a perfe6l idea of the murderers* llyle. 

In the name of the liepubUc. The Revolutionary 
Committee authorize Cilizen AfHle, ju:iior, to require 
the number of carpenters that he may find necelfary 
for the executioD of the expedition he is charged 

K 3 with. 
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with. This Citizen is required to ute all the dil* 
* patch in his power, and to gwe generous wages to ihc 
workmen, provided they work with all (he zealnn^X 
^dtivily that ihc puMtc Jh vice requires. 

(Signed) Goumn, 

Bachelier, 
and others. 

In the name of the RepuhUc, The Revolutionary 
Committee authorize Citizen Golas to take as many 
lighters and fmall boats as he (hall judge ncceflary 
for the execution of the bufmefi that the Commltteo 
has intrufled to his zealous carf, 

(Signed) Naud, 

BOLOGNIE, 

GoenN, 

and others, 

In ihe name of the Refiubtk, Citizen Affile, junior, 

is required to piy attention to, aind fee executed, the 

order given to Citizen Golas : and all watermen an4 

I others are required to aid&xid affift in the public ferviee, 

land to obey the requifition of Citizen Affile, under 

I pain of being declared bad citizens and JuJpeQed ptr- 

'itis. 

(Signed) Grasd-Maisos, 

Naud, 

and others. 
Fol. iii. Pt^^e 63. — Bourdin, a witnels, gives 
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faw, 
firft 
fpot 



He 



account of feveral fhoottngs. The laft that 
adds he, was of eighty women. They were 
ihot, then ftripped, and left cxpofed on the 
during three days. 

I carried a young lad ofF from the Entrepot. 
was thirteen years of age. When the Revolutionary 
Committee ordered all tiie children, thus prelerved, 
to be given up, Jolly, who fatd he was the judge 

[t>f all the prifoners, permitted me to keep this boy ; 

itut my neighbour Aignes, who could not ohtain a 
like favour, gave up a lad of fourteea years of age, 

agree^bl^ 
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agreeably to the order of the Coramittcei and the 
next day we favv him tjiot. 

When the fhooting m maffe firft began, the pri- 
foners were fufFcred to retain their clothes till tney 
were dead. As they were conduced to the place of 
execution, and even after they arrived on the fpot, 
the old clothes dealers were feen bargaining with the 
foldiers for their clothes. The poor unfortunate crea- 
tures had the mortification to fee their own townt^ 
men and women buying the poor remains of their 
fortunes on tlicir backs ; and the inftant they fell, 
the raonlters rutlied in, tearing the new-acquired 
property from their bodies, yet Uruggling in the 
pangs of death. But the revolutionary butchers 
found that ttiis was hut an unprodutftive falc ; the 
clothes being (hotthroughj funk their value; and this 
circurofl?:nce determined them to flrjp the prifoncrs 
naked before execution. 

Vol. m. Page t^, — Lamhert, another witnefs, in- 
forms the tribunal, that he has fecn the banks of the 
Loire covered with dead bodies; among which were 
feverai of old men, little children of both fcxes, and 
an infinite number of women, all naked. One of the 
women, that I faw at one time, had an infant locked 
in her arms. She had been drowned at the Crepu- 
fculethe day before with about two hundred more. 

Vol. iii. Page 96. — A witnefs depofes that fhe faw 
LebruQ, one of the Company of Marat, jump and 
dance upon the dead body of a child. 

Vol. iii. Pi7ge gg. — Lamark. I was one morning 
at break faft with Crucy, Leveque, and Perrocheaux, 
when the laltcr told me, they wercjuft going to take 
a young girl out of prilbn to put her in keeping for 
their own rtfi, 

I was one day, fays the witnefs, at the Commit- 
tee, to afk the relcafe of fome children, and I could 
not help being fhocked at the jocular manntT in 
which they proceeded and talked. Chaux faid to 
K 4 me. 



I 



BLOODY BUOY. 

mc, licrc we arc, you fee, up lo our eyes among 

the dead bodies and pretty girls. 

Tlie criminals being aikcd what Ihcy bad to Tay 
|conccrnlng their having ifTued certain rruel decrees, 
l^nfwcred, that they vicrc fathers of families, and that 
jif tliey had dtfobcyed Carrier, they feared he might. 
jjiot only deilroy themj but their wives and children- 

Vaifo. 

Now, then, let us Ice how thefe afFc6iionate, ten* 
der-licartcd fathers of families^ behaved towards the ; 
wivcB and children of other?. 

f^oL ill. Page 67. — As they had denied having 
liTucd the cruel orders for imprilbning the children, 
the (ollowing decrees were produced. 

The Revolutionary Committee orders the henevo- 
lent commifTarles of tlie lytli fet^ion, as well as all 
others who have prifoners in their houfcs of deten- 
tion, to deliver to nobody any child whateverj ext 
ccpl it may be to the officers of the fhips of the Re- 
public, and even they are to take none umier fevcn- 
tecn years of age. 

(Signed) Goulin, 

and others. 
The citizen keeper of the Eulrepot is ordered to 
give in a lifl of all thofc, who, in obedience to the 
order of the Committee, have delivered up the chil- 
dren they had taken from the prifon. 

(Signed) Chaux, 

and others. 
Citizen Dumcy is ordered to give in a lirt of all 
the pcrfons, with the flrcets and numbers of the 
houfes where they live, who have taken away any of 
the prifoners. He will be particular in tlie dwelling 
of the women, who, in fpite of the decrees of the 
Committee, have had the infamy to take away I'even 
young girls of fifteen or fixteen years of age. 

(Signed) GRAND-MA^aON, 

and others, 
i When 
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When the blood-thirfty villains had thus colleaed 
all the unhappy prifoncrs togclher, they iffued the 
ibllow'mg order. 

In the mime hf the Revohihnary Committee ofNiintz. 
The commandant of ihe troops is required to furntfli 
three hundred regulars. One half of this detach- 
ment will march to the Bouffay, and taking the 
prifoners thence, will conduct them, bound two and 
two, io the prilbn of tlie Epcronniere. Tlic othet 
divifion will go to Saintcs-Caircs, and condurt the 
prifoners from thence to the Epcronniere. Then all 
tliefe prifoners, tot^ethcr with thofc confined in the 
prifon of the Eperoimi^^ie, are to be taken and fhoi, 
without dtJl'm£i'ton af age or fex, in the manner that 
the commanding officer of the detachment may judge 
pioft convemait. 

(Signed) Grand-Mai sow, 

GOULIN, 

MlNGtTET, 

and others. 
In this place, it may not be amifs to let the reader 
hear what thcfe moniicrs had to fay in their de-» 
(encc. 

Fol. iii. Page 35. — GonUn. They keep telling 

p3 of our terrific meafurcs : I maintain that we made 

robody tremble but the mj/'urs, the rich, the hoardem 

«f proviftrms, \he fanatics, and the arijiocrals ; but as 

[for the true tans-culottes, they had nothing to fear. 

Bachelier (VuL iii. Page 31). ^U the ricfi -ji'srs 

^Jufpe&cd perfuns. We were obliged to flrike, not 

only them who did, but them who ro;/W r/o harm. 

However, very few patriots were facrificed ; we 

aimed principally at the former nobility and clergy ; 

[ft thote who hoarded up provifions, and all fuch as 

IiofTefTi-d great riches. The true and real fans-cu- 
ottes were fpared. 

Vol. iii. Pa^e 99, — One day, fays a witnefs, I 
Jjfgged Bachelier to have mercy on the little children. 

1 pleaded 
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J pleaded theii* innocence, and reprcfented their in- 
hncf, and the tiijufiice of puniihing them for the 
faults of their parents. Bachelier anfwered coolly. 
It I did not know you, I Should take you for an aril- 
tocrat. Yon do not perceive then, that thcfe chil- 
dren have ibcked aritlocratic milk ; that the blood 
that runs in their veins is impure, and incap.ible of 
being changed into republican blood ? I compare 
them, added he, to an oil-barrel, which, in fpllc of 
all the waftiinp and fcrubhing you ran give it, will for 
ever retain its iHnk. It is juft fo with thefe children. 
They will always retain an attachment to the kings 
and pricits of thdr fathers. 

/o/. iii. Page 104, — Bachelier anfwers to this. 
"IVitli rctpett, lays he, to the children of the arifto- 
crats, I own that I faid, they were hard to be made 
p;ood republicans ; and that it was mucli to he feared 
that the children of fanatics would ane thty relemble 
their parents, Rcnard, mayor of Nantz, wlio is 
known for a found patriot and a humane man, faid on 
this I'ubjc^^, that the cad eat Xhc young rats, and that 
they were in the right of it ; for it was the only way 
of defiroying the breed. I am perfuaded, adds ha-, 
chelier, that no true republican vrill blame me for 
liayingand thinking hke Renard, who was a molt ex-; 
cellent patriot. 

There was, it feems, another reafon for murdering 
the ariltocrats ; for when the propotal was made fop 
killing them en majfe, Robin iaid (vol, iih page 85)5, 
The patriots are lu want of hreadi it is juft tliat thofe 
fcoundrels flioald perifh^ and not eat uf* our visuals 
from us, Kermau oppoled this ; but Robin exclaim- 
ed. None of your moderate propofi lions here. ] fay, 
jthey area parcel of ariflocrats that wifh to overturu 
the republic, therefore let them die. 

Fol. iii. PtJge 106. — Creff'm, one of the Com- 
pany of Marat, informs the tribunal, that he was at 
^ drowning qn board the liglitefj where the pri lon- 
ers 
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efs were faftened down under boards, nailed frum 
fide to fide. They ultcred, fays he, the molt piteous 
cries. Some of them put ihuir hands folded in a 
fupplicating potuire thiough the openings between 
the boards; and I faw the nneinbers of 1 he Com- 
mittee chop oif thofe hands and fingers. One of 
ihera plunged his fabre down in among tlie prifonersj 
and we heard a man cry out. Oh! the rafcal ! he has 
flabbed me ! Our ears, adds the witncfs, were now 
flunned with the cry of, Oh ! you rafcally l>riUaI 
ikva^es J this is the irercy, this is the humanity of 
yepubhcans ! 

One day, continues this wltnefs, he faw Carrier 
in a coach at Ihe foot of the guillotine, enjoyingthc 
fpe^tacle, while about twenty perfons were beheaded. 
Naud was with me, wlio went up to Carrier with 
me, and afked him, if he did not want a Marat. 
Yes, b — ger, fays Carrier. I am your man, then, 
faid Naud. 

The new Marat was difpatched to call ihe Jufi^es 
to the Reprefentative of the People ; and when Phi- 
lippes ventured to tell him, that, among ihofe whom 
he had ordered tp the guillotine from the Bouffayr, 
there were two children of fourteen years of age, and 
two others of thirteen. Carrier fell into a violent 
paffion : Damned b — gers, fays he, in what country 
»ra I got ? j41I milk-hearied rafcah alike ! 

The following traits will prove that a ferocious 
cruelty had taken pofTeflion of the hearts of the 
young as well as the old. 

Vol. iii. Page 65. — LaUoue, fays Naud, offered 
blmfelf as an exprels to fetch back the one hundred 
and thirty-two perfons that were fent off to Paris. 
This he faid he would do for the pleafure of feeing 
them drowned. 

This Lalloue, continues the witncfs, was a Judge^ 
^nd the companion of the Reprefentative of the Peo- 
ple, although but ninstein years of age. He had 

been 
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Carrier foafl-ed the iwtknal hath. This monftrf 
talkt'd of nothing f>iit ilralh and the guillotine. 

Another vvitnef:; fliys (vol, iii. page 113), I faw^ 
Carrier, with his drawn fvvord in his hand, threat- 
ening to guillotine the firlt perfon who fhonld dare 
to ilnow the loafl pity for the prifoners that wcrd 
conduclcd to execution. 

And another (vol. ii.) fays. Carrier came onti 
day to look at the lighters that were conftru("'iing 
for the drownings, andtorningto Foucault, Charm- 
ingly cominodious indeed ! fays he. Do you hear.' 
added he ; pay thcle lads well for their labour. 

VoL iii, fage 126.' — An old man appeared at the 
bar. I attell, fays he, that I was ill-treated by thd 
Ke vol ulio nary Committee, becaufe I requefled the 
teleafe of a young girl who was en fi rely innocent. 
The Committee told me that I had no bufinefs to 
meddle with any fudi people. My nephew and my 
fon-in-law were Ihot for no crime whatever; and, 
adds the old man, I had the grief to lee my own 
children dragged from my houfe to the fatal lighters. 
One of them who made an attempt to efcape from 
the hands of his barbarous executioners, was caught 
and fhot. 

I dare fay the reader is ready to weep for this poor 

didreiled father ; but let him referve his tears for 

more worthy obje6ts. This old man was a mur^ 

dercr like the rell, and his ovi'n family had fallen 

into the pit he had dug for another. Yes, reader, 

!his gray-headed, ferocious old tiger, who complains 

fl>f the cruelties of others, ends his evidence by ac-^ 

ncufing Carrier, even Carrier, of having fhown an 

Ra(5t of mercy 1 — I accufe him (fays the hoary af- 

flaffin, page 26) of being im fatr'mt^ fincehe did net 

\*xecute the wife of Temploire, whom I informed 

Tagaintl as an emigrant. 

^'0/. iv. Page 148. — Jugetf a Judge at Nantz, 
leads, from the regiiler of his tribunal^ aa order of 

Carrier 
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Cafriet to fend tliirty-fix men, twenty women, and 
four children, to be fliot, wilhoiit being heard or 
tried. This was accordingly done. 

Fq!, iv. Piige 148. — Poupon depofes, that he was 
Avitnefs of a drowning, when the Com[jany of Miirat 
went and dragged fick perlbns from the hofpita!, m 
order to make up a lighter-fuU. Some ot*thcfe jjci"- 
{on?., adds the witncfs, could frarcely crawl along, 
and I faw ihete murderers beat them moll cruelly 
with great ftirks, crying, Along wiih you, h — gersi 
march ! march ! we will give yuu fwect air enough 
now. Others they dragged along by the h.iir of I he 
Iiead, till they got them on board the tigliter. All 
this time, iays the witnets, the conduc.lurs of the 
expedition kept hallooing out. Come, come, my 
lads, be quick! along with the 1> — gcrs 1 the tide 
falls apace : there is no time to be lolK 

Vol, iv. Pdge 151. — Sfghiely one of the Company 
of Marat, informfi the tribunnl, tliat Gouhii and 
Chaux condut?ted fome of tlic Company, one day, 
to the houfe of Carrier. When wc came, fays tliis 
under-cut- throat, into the prefence of the Rcprcfcnta- 
tive of the People, our conduftors told him we were 
good lads, citizens on whom he might relv, Sa. 
much the better, fays Carrier, adding, Depend on it, 
my boys, if yon do your duty like good b — gers, 
the Republic, which is never ungrateful, vviil pay 
you well. 

While we were there, fays the witnefs, Lambertye 
came, and went into another room with Carrier. 
Go id in aiked Grand- Ma it on who that man wa«. 
pe is a tecond Marat, replied the latter, and is now, 
without doubt, receiving orders to communicate 
to us. 

Marat, — The name of Marat has been fo often 
mentioned, it may not be improper, or out of place, 
to give the reader here tome account of that fauious, 
or rather infamous cut- throat. 

2 Before 
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Before the revolution, he was an obicure beg- 
garly fellow, that was daily liable to be brought be- 
jbre the Officer of Police, to give ati account of the 
manner in which he got his bread. But, when this 
grand event took place, when murderers were wanted 
in every quarter of the eoiintry, he began to cut a 
figure on the fccne. He publiHicd a gazette, in 
which be inculcated the neceJTity of lopping off the 
heads of thoufands at a time, and of watering, as 
be called it, the tree of liberty with the blood of the 
arifiocrats, as the only means of rendering it fruitful. 

Thefe, and fucb-like lentiments, recommended 
liim to the notice of his conntrymen ; he obtained 
their confidcncCj and was one of the organizers (to 
ufe a French term) of the maffacres of the ad and 
3d of September, 1792, of which I have fpoken in 
the firft chapter of this work, On this occation he 
was an aftor alfo, and is faid to have cut above 
fifty throats with his own hands. 

It would have been fomething unjaft if a man 
like this had been forgotten when the Convention 
was to afTemble ; he was not. The people of Paris, 
who had been eye-witneffcs of his merit, chofe him 
for one of their reprefentatives ; and he was faithful 
in the execution of his truft ; for he never talked 
about any thing but of throats to cut, llabbiog, and 
guillotining. 

His career, however, was but fhort. His own 
neck was not made of iron : a defperate woman, 
who had adopted his principles, rufhcd info his 
apartment, and delivered the world of one of the 
greatcfi: monflers that ever difhonoured it. 

There was fomething horrible in the look of this 
villain. He was very fhort and thick, had a black 
beard afcending nearly to the extreme corners of 
his eyes. This beard was ufually long, and his 
hair (h/irt, fiitking up like briftlcs. He had ever 
been dirty, and it may be ioipgiuedthat ihefaftiions 
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of a revolution, which has made it a crime to be 
well drcfled, had not impiovcd his appearance ; in 
fhort, he was, at tlic very bell, a moH dilgulting 
mortal, and, therefore, when he came out of thii 
prifon of La Force, all covered with filth and gore, 
wielding a piftol in one- hand, and a dagger in thtf 
otherj no wonder that e^cn the fanguioary mob ran 
back, for fear, 

Charhlte Cordee. — As I have entered on a di- 
grefGon, I will continue it a little longer, to give 
the reader an account of the execution of Charlottd 
Cordee, the young woman that murdered IViJarat. 

She vvas not what is commonly called an arifto- 
crat; but a patriot of another faction than Marat. 
She was, aa it is faid, employed by the party of 
Briffot, who, from the accorapHfhments of Marat, 
were afraid that he would totally cngrol's the favour 
and afFcdlions of the people. Poor Charlotte re- 
ceived her reward on the fcaffold ; and a very juft: 
reward too j but there is fomething ib ibocking in 
the behaviour of her executioner, that it ought not 
to be omitted in a collection of this kind. 

She was a beautiful young woman, extremely 
fair, and, in any other country, would have brought 
tears of compaifion from the lpe6lators. Tlie exe- 
cutioner, after having cut otf her head, feized it by 
the fine long hair, and, holding it up by one hand, 
the brutal ruffian gave hcv ,1 flap in the face with 
the other. The bitch bluflies, cried he, at any 
rate. This trait of hangman wit excited the lavage 
mirth of the populace *. 

We mufi now return to Nantz, where we fliall 
find the Revolutionary Committee employed in 
writing to their friends at Paris, 



• It is fomething very remarkable, that her face, fevered from 
the body, Ihould blufli ; but it is a real faft, as appears from an 
ellhy lately republiflied at Philadelphb, in Gatreaii's Gazette, 
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Before they began to drown and fhoot by htm* 
drcds, they had lei zed on the perfons of one hun- 
dred and thirty-two of the moft opnlent men in ihc 
city, and fent them off to Paris to be tried as fut- 
pedted perfons. It appears, from the whole courie 
of the evidence on this head, that the detachment 
of patriots who condntled them, were, if any pre- 
tence could be found, to murder them all by the 
way. This, however, did not happen. The pri- 
fbners arrived fafe at Paris, and the Committee 
were obliged to have recourfe to other means to 
prevent their return. The one that they adopted 
was, to enfurc their guillotining at Paris ; and, for 
this purpofe, they wrote to the Revolutionary Com- 
mittee of the lection of Lcpelletier. Their letter is, 
and I hope it ever will be, a curiofity in this coun- 
try. I ihall give it a literal tranflation, that the 
reader may be able to do jufiicc to the memory of 
the writers. 

FoI.'iY. Page 179. — NatJiz; this ^th of Pluviofe. 
Liberty^ EqimTily^ or Death. Citizens, The people 
of Nantz, whom we have fent to Paris, are big vil- 
lains, all marked with the feal of reprobation, and 
known for counter-revolutionifls. We are collect- 
ing proofs againft them, which we (hall fend, when 
the bundle is made up, to the revolutionary judges. 
In the mean time, we denounce to you Julienne, 
who has offtchiijly taken upon him the defence of 
thefe unci-uic vermin. 

Vol. iv. Page 280. — From the moment the Re- 
volutionary Committee was init ailed, fays B^r.et, 
the imprifonmcnts began ; and they augmented 
daily- They wers all di^lated by animonty, hatred, 
or avarice. To fuch a degree did terror prevail, 
that every man trembled for his life. 

For my part, fays the witncfs, my refolution was 
ihaken. 1 always went witli tw-o loaded piflols in 
my pijckets : one for the villain that fliould offer to 

feize 
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teizc me, and the other for myfelf. Cruel expet^a- 
tion for a man who had a (mall helplcfs family ! 
But I had fcen fix hundred men at one time plunged 
into the water, and had been a witnefs of fliootings 
amounting to three thoufand fix hundred perfons at 
the Gigan -. after this, what could any man hope 
for? 

There Is reafon to believe that Carrier meant to 
murder tlie whole city ; for, before his journey to 
Paris, he told one of the women whom he kept, 
and -d>hofe hujband he had put to death, that he would 
make Nantz remember the name of Carrier : Do not 
fear, my dear, faid he ; all my friends fhall follow 
me ; but as for the city, it fhall be deftroyed. 
{Page 219.) 

I was one day, adds the fame witneis, fent by 
Bowin to fee fome bodies buried, that were left on 
the public Jquare. There were upwards of thirty 
women, all naked, and expofed with the moft hor- 
rible indecency. 

^'oi. iv. Page 206. — Fonta'me. I went one day 
to a prlfon where a great many women and children 
were confined. My bufincfs was to deliver provi- 
fions to thcfe people ; but I found neither fire, 
lights, nor any thing elfe. I called for a candle, in 
order to enter this abode of horror. The pritbnera 
were !*ing here and tliere on the bare boards, 
though it was extremely cold. 

In a fccond vifit that 1 made here, I found the 
poor unhappy creatures in a worfe fituation than be- 
fore. I faw a woman lying dead, and a fucking 
child, at a little diftance from her, wallowing about 
in the filth ; its little (^cc was abfolutely covered 
with ordure. I gave the keeper ten Uvrcs to take 
care of this helplefs infont, till I could find a nurle ; 
bnt when I tame for it, it was gone; and Dumcy 
told mc, that the Englllh prilbners had taken the 
chiVlj with a promifc ia do well by it. 
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It ftems, from the evidence of fcveral wUnefles, 
that, while tliefe villains were bLitchering or 
liifling their own countrymen, they took care to 
treat foreign prifoners with fome fort of humanity. 
This diftinction fully proves, that they acled hy au- 
thority of the Convention. But we fhall fee this fo 
inconteftably proved by and by, that the remark is 
hardly necellary here. 

Vol. iv. Page aio.' — I faw, fays the fame wilnefs, 
a man, named Gorgo, come and afk for a little boy, 
that he faid he had obtained perrailFion to take. The 
child ^•as found behind a bundle of fluff, where he 
had run to hide upon hearing voices. Gorgo 
brought him to the doorway, and made him dunce 
andjing, 

1 have fclefted this lall fa<ft to fhow to what a 
pitch of obduracy, of unfeeling indifference, thcfe 
people were arrived. A thoufand volumes could 
'not paint their familiarity with fcenc^ of horror fo 
well as this trifling circumliancc of making a child 
dance and iing, at the entrance of a cavern of de- 
fpair, a human flnughter-houfe, where perhaps his 
own parents were at that moment groaning their 
laft. 

Vol. iv. Vage a 10. — Chaws, one of the criminals, 

informs the tribunal, that he was difpatched from 

Nantz to wait on Carrier, during his flay at Paris. 

He told mc, fays Chaux, that he did not like Phi- 

lippcs, aud that we fhould guillotine him, at my 

return, — I have communicated, fays Carrier, all our 

.proceedings to the National Convention. — You 

[ muft not, adds he, try Lambcrtye ; he is too fre- 

cious a fatriot. I intend to fend for him here, and 

Ipreient him to the Committee of Public Prefer va- 

\ tjon (Salui Puhlir), who will not leave him uiirecom- 

, penfcd for his (crvices. 

Jtcquieau fays (page 173) that Lambertye was 
the chief murderer. — This it v*^as that made him a 

precious 




FEBRUARY, 1796. 

precious p/3(riot, and a man wortl 

from a Committee of the National Convenfion. 

Thi^ witnefs adds ; When the Committee of Nantz 
was firft iiiO^alled, a deputaKon was fent lo Carrier, 
to let iilni know that no proofs could be made out 
againrt Jomard- The Reprelcntative of the People, 
feeing the deputation enter, cried out. What are all 
thefe b— gers come here for ? When lie heard our 
bufinefsj To hell with j'ou, fays he, you fool. But 
feeming to grow a little calm, he called me back 
into his room, and threatened to throw me out of 
the window. At lafi, fays the witnefs, he told me 
there were other means befides guillotining ; You 
have only, fays he, to fend Jomard into the coun- 
try, and have him difpatched fecretly. 

Here we behold a Member of the National Con- 
vention of France ; one of thofe philofophical le- 
giflators, who call themfelves the enlightencrs of the 
univerfe. This bafe, this cowardly cut-throat, this 
affalRn -general, is one of thofe men, who we 
have been told arc to regenerate mankind, and to 
eltablifli a fyftem of univerfal humanity ! 

The following traits will depiifl the leaders in the 
French revolution. 

Fol. iv. Page 273. — Robin, fays a witnets, was 
one of the accomplices of Carrier. This Robin, 
one day, fhowed his fabrc all fiained with blood, 
faying, at the fame time. With this 1 chopped off 
fixty of the heads of the ariflocrats that we drown- 
ed laft night. 

Vol. ii. Page 209. — Fow/a/we informs the tribunal, 
tliat he was one night at the EnirtfoL Here, fays 
the witnefs, I faw a little man (this afterwards ap- 
pears to have been Fouquet), wearing pantaloons 
and a liberty cap. It is*I, faid the little roonflcr, 
who condutt all the drownings ; it is I who give the 
word of command to pull up the plugs ; nothing is 
done without niy orders. If you will come along 
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with me, continued he, I will fhow j'Ou-how to feed 
upon the flefh of an ariftocrat ; I will regale jou 
with the brains of thofc rafcals. — I trembled, fajs 
the wit nets, and got away from this cannibal as foon 
as I could. 

VoL 'iv,Piigtiy6, — Fouthonne Informs the tribunal, 
that he was one day invited to a dinner, in a plea- 
fure-garden belonging to Ducroip. Carrier and 
O'Sullivaii were of (he party. The converfation 
turned on the bodily ftreugtli of certain perfons, 
when O'SulHvan ohferved ; "Yes, there was my 
brother, who was devilifh flrong, particularly m 
the neck, for the executioner was obliged to give 
him the fecond ftroke with the national razor, before 
he could get his head off." 

The witnefs pdds, O'SuUivan told us, that he 
was going to drown a man much flronger than 
liimfelf; that the man refifled, but was knocked 
down ; then, fays O'bullivan, I took my knife and 
lluck him, as butchers do the fheep. 

Gz^frf'o?/ informs the tribunal (vol. iii. page 277), 
that he was at the lame dinner mentioned by Font- 
bonnc. I was feated, fays this witnefs, by the tide 
of O'SuUivan ; and, during the repatl^, he held up 
his knife to me, andfaid, This is excellent to cut a 
man's throat with ; adding, that it had already done 
him good fervice in that way. He called on Robin 
as a witnefs of his bravery, and told us tljc manner 
in which he proceeded. — I had remarked, fays 
O'Sul'ivan, that the butchers killed their fheep by 
plunging the knife in underneath the ear ; fo, when 
I had a mind to kill a priloner, 1 came up to him, 
and, clapping him on the ihoulder in a jociiiar way, 
pointed to fome objedt that he was obliged to turn 
his head to fee ; the raomcnt he did this, I had my 
knife through bis neck. 

This O'SuUivan, in his defence, fays, that, as to 
his brother, he was an enemy of the Republic. 

When 
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When he iaw, Jays tfiis human butcher, that there 
was no hope fqr him, he came and threw himtelf 
into my arms ; but, like a good repubfican, I gaye 
him op to the guillotine. 

Fol.'n. Fi/^e 2i\. — A witnefs fays, that GouHn 
beat his own father with a flick, when the old man 
was on his death-bed ; and adds, that his father 
died iti two hours after. 

This fame Goulin (vol, ii. page 253) taid in 
the tribune of his club, Take care not to admit 
among you moderate men, half patriots. Admit 
none but real rcvolutionifls ; none but patriots who 
have the courage to drink a glafs of human blood, 
warm from the veins. 

Goulin, fo far from denying this, fays before the 
tribunal (page 254), that he glories in thinking like 
Marat, who would willingly have quenched his 
third with the blood of the ariflocrats. 

I fliall conclude this chapter, this frightful tra- 
gedy exhibited at Nantz, with the relation of a few 
traits of diabolical cruelty, which not only furpafs 
all that the imagination has hitherto been able to 
conceive, but even all that has been related in this 
volume. I have clafled thefe fadts together, that the 
indignant reader may tear out the leaf, and commit 
it to the flames. 

Yes, fays the author qf La Conjuration (page 
1 60), yes ; vye ha'we feen a Reprefentative of the 
People, a Member of the National Convention, tie 
four children, the eldcfl: of which was but, fixtecn 
years of age, to the four pofis of the guillotine, 
while the blood of their father and mother ftrean^cd 
on the fcafFold, and even dropped on their heads. 

yoL ii. Piige 34. — Lairet depofes, that Deron 
came to the Popular Society with a raari's ear pin- 
ned to the national cockade, which he wore in his 
cap. He went about, fays the witnefs, with a 
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Ful. ii. Page 267. — Many of the generals in La 

Vendee, fays Forget, made it their glory to imilafe 
the horrid butchers at Nantz. Tliey committed uii- 
heard-of cruelties and indecencies. General Du- 
quefnoy murdered (cveral infants at the brcall, and 
afterwards attempted to lie with the mothers. 

This is the interna] monfter that ftyled hirafL-If the 
butcher of the Convention, and that faid, nothing 
hurt him fo much as not being ahle to i'crve them in 
the capacity of executioner. 

Vol. ii. Page 122. — I faw, fays GIrault, about 
three or four hundred perfons drowned. There 
-were women of all ages amongfi them ; fomc were 
big vvith child, and of thcfe feveral were delivered 
in the very lighters, among wafer and mud. This 
moft fhocking clrcumflance, Iheir groans, their 
heart-piercing fhrieks, excited no compaffion. 
They, with the fruit of their conjugal love, went 
to the bottom together. 

Fol. ii. Page 153. — Coron. A woman going to 
be drowned, was taken in childbirth ; fhe was in 
the ait of delivery, when the horrid villains tore 
the child from her body, fiuck it on the point of a 
bayonet, and thus carried it to the river. 

A fourth of thofe, our reprefentatives (fays the 
author of La Conjuration, page 162), a fourth 
(great God ! my heart dies within me), a fourth 
ripped open the wombs of the mothers, tore out the 
palpitating embryo, to deck the point of a pike of 
liberty and equality. 

The reader's euriofity may, perhaps, lead him to 
wifh to know the whole number of perfons put to 
death at Nantz ; but, in this, it would be difKcult 
to gratify him. I have been able to obtain hu\. Jive 
volumes of fhe trial, which make only a part of 
that work ; probably the lafl volume may contain 
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an exa£l account as to numbers. The dcatlis muft, 
however, have been iminenfe, lince -a witnefs de- 
pofes (vol. iii. page 55) to the drowning of nine 
thmifathi perfons ; and another witnefs (vol. ii. page 
253) attefls, ih^i /even thoufimd five hundred were 
Ihot eji maffc. 

The number of bodies thrown into the rlvcE 
l(0ire, which is half the width of the Delaware at 
Philadelphia, was fo confiderable, that the munici- 
pal oiliccrs found it ncceflary to ifTue a proclama- 
tion (vol. V. page 70), Jorbldd'mg the u/e of hs wa- 
ters. 

It has been generally computed that the number 
of perlbns, belonging to this unfortunate city and 
its environs, who were drowned, fhot enniqffe, guil- 
Jotined, and flifled or ftarved in prifon, amounted 
to about forty thoufand. And thisi computation is 
corroborated by the author of La Conjuration, who 
Jays (page 159), The number of perfons murdered 
in the South of France, during the fpacc of a very 
few months, is reckoned at a hundred Ihoutand. 
The bodies thrown into the Loire are innumerable. 
Carrier alone put to death more than forty thoufand, 
including men, women, and children. 

It appears then that thefe bloody revolution- 
ifts, who ftyled themfelves the Friends of Freedom 
and of Mankind, deflroyed, in one city of France, 
a population equal to that of the capital of the 
United States. 
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CHAP. IV. 

FaBs from feveral Worhs^ proving that the Cruelties 
related in the preceding Chapters were authorized^ 
or approved of by the National Affemblies. 

AFTER having led the reader through fuch ri- 
Tcrs of blood, it feems indifpenfably neceflary tq 
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milrt a few fafls, (howing by whole autbority that 
blood was fpiit ; for it could anfwer no good pur- 
jjofe to excite this deteflation, without direfting it 

lowards the proper objcdV. 

When the French fir ft began that career of in- 
iurrctVion, robbery, and murder, which alTumed llie 
name of a Revobition, the people of this country, 
oratlcaft the mo ft numerous part of tlicm, felt uii- 
fominon anxiety for its luccefs. The people were 
deceived ; but the deception was an agrecahle one; 
I he word Rcvo/ulion bad of itlelf very great charms, 
but when that of Liherty was added to it, if could 
not fait of exciting enthufiafm. This enthufiafin 
•was, indeed, nearly general ; and this alone was a 
fufiicient inducement for the pubhc prints to be- 
come (lie pari i fans of Condorcct and MiraheauJ 
All the avenues to truth were at once barred up ; 
and, though the revolutionifls every day changed 
'ihcir creed, though one revolving moon faw llicm 
make and break tlteir oaths, all was amply atoned 
Jor by their being engaged in a revolution. 

As the revolution advanced, the enthufiafra in^ 
created ; but from the moment that the French na- 
tion declared it ft If a republic, this cnfhufiafm was 
changed to madneis. All the means by whirh this 
r change of government was to beaccomplifhcd were 
totally overlooked ; nothing was talked or dreamed 
of but the enfranchilement of the world ; the whole 
nniverfe was to become a republic, or be annihi- 
lated; and happy viras he who could bawl loudefl 
about a certain fomething, called liberty and equality. 
During this political madnefs, however, now and 
tlicn a trait of Ihocking barbarity, in fpite of all the 
^endeavours of the public papers, burft in upon us, 
'and produced a lucid interval; but thefe intervals 
^'-liave never yet been of long duration ; becaufe 
cvny fubterfuge, that interefted falfehood can de- 
vife, has been made ufe of to give our abhorrence a 
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diiefl ion contrary to that which it ought to have 
taken. We have heard Brinbt, Dantoil, Marat, 
asd Robelpierre, all arcufed in their turns of fhcd-j 
ding innocent blood j but the Natwiul Ajjemi'ly it- 
felf, they tell us, has ever remained worthy of our 
admiration. The poor unfuccelsliil agents of this 
terrible divan have been devuled to t-xccration, as 
I tyrants, while their employers iiave lieen, and are 
yet held up to us as the friends of Hberty and the 
lovers of mankn^d. 

Without further remark, I fhall add fuch fatfts, 
as, I imagine, will enable every reader tojudge for 
ihirolelf. 

To begin vifith the Confiituent AfTembly ; one 
.proof of their approving of murder, will fuffice. 
■ They honoured with the title oi'vanquiPieis, a blood- 
ilhirfty mob, who, after having taken two men pri- 
,foners, cruelly maflacred them, and carried their 
) heads about theflreets of Paris on a pike. Sue Ra- 
. baiuTs Hijlary of the French Revolulion^ P'^S^ ' o6- 

The fecond Affembly, when they received ad- 
I Tices of the murders of Jourdan and his afrociates 
,at Avignon, as mentioned in the firft chapter of 
kthis work, threatened the Member who communi- 
bCated the news, becaufe he had called (he murderers 
^irtgands, and not pal riots. ,See La Gazelle Uni~ 
yverfellt: for the month of May, 1792. — And how 
J did this Aflembly behave, when informed of the 
maflacres in the prilons of Paris, during the firft 
lidays of September, 1792 ? Tallien (of whom we 
have lately heard fo much) came to the National 
AfTembly, and informed them of the murdering in 
the following remarkable words ; " The Comraif- 
" faries have done all they could to prevent the Jif- 
orders \lhe maflucreing the prifoners is what he 
calls dlforders)^ but they have not been able to 
flop the, in forae fort, juji limgeance of the peo- 
ple," — The Affhmbly heard this language very 
,^uiet]y ; and Doctor Moore, from whofe Journal 
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(page 1 78) tlie fadl is taken, makes an apology for 
tlir. Afiernbly, by faying that tbcy were overawed: 
but if has fiijre fully appeared, that the leading 
nieml-.ers were the very perfons who contrived the 
maliacre, with the aid of Petion, Manuet, and 
Marat. — It is a well-known fa(£V, reconlcd by the 
Abbe Barniel fpagc 334), that Lrnrcet, one of (he 
members of the prefcnt AfTembly, gave, the day 
after the September maffarre, an order on the pub- 
lic, trcafury, in the following words : " On fight^ 
" fiay tn {he four hearers each iivelve livres, for atdtu^ 
" in the dtfpatch'wg of the prtejis at the prifm of St. 
" Finnhi.'" — Louvel was, at the time of writing 
^Ihis note on demand for murderers' wages, a leg'tfia- 
tor ; and 1 cannot help remarking here, that a prin- 
tar of a newfpaper in the United States has lately 
boaftcd, that this Louvet, " now Prefident of the 
iirft Artcmbly on earth," fays our printer, was the 
editor of a Gazette! — People fliould be cautious 
how they boaft of relationfhip with the legiftators in 
that country of equality. 

As it will no longer be pretended, I fuppofe, that 
this fecond Aflembly dini]>provcd of the murders 
that were committed under their reign, I will now 
turn to the third AfTembly, which we commonly 
call a CoTivcntion. And, not to tire the reader 
with proofs of what is lelf-evident, I (hall confine 
myfelf to an cxtraft or two from the trial of Carriet 
and llic Revolutionary Committee of Nantz, 

Vol. v, Page i\(). — It is time, fays Goulin, to tear 
afide the veU, The Reprefentatives Bourbotte and 
Bo knew all about the drownings and fliootings; 
and Bo even faid to Huchet, in fpeaking of the 
members of the Revolutionary Committee, that it 
was not for the murders that they were to be tried. 

After this the Counfcllor for the Committee alka 
this Citizen B6, what was the real motive for bring- 
ing the Committee to trial ; and the other confcfles, 
that it was for their having mifapplkd the treafures 

taken 
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taken from the prifoners. He pretends (page 60), 
tliough he had taken the place of Carrier at Nantz, 
and though the water of the river could tiot be 
drank, on account of (he dead bodies that were 
floating on it ; tliough a hundred or two of ditches 
had been dug to put the people into that were ihot ; 
and though the city was filled with cries and lament- 
ations; notwithftanding all this, he pretends that 
he could lay nothing for certain atout (he murders. 
This repreftntative Bo (page 83) is conviflcd of 
having himfelfjutlified the condu<5t of the Commit- 
tee and of Carrier. 

Carrier, in his defence, fays, that he had done no 
more than his duty, and that //;*; Convention had been 
regularly informed of every thing. They complain 
now, fays he (page 119), of thootings en majfe, as 
if the fiime had Jiot been done at Angers^ Saiunurf 
Laval, and every where elfe, 

A witnefs (vol. v. page 60) informs the tribunal, 
-that he, who was himfelf a Member of the Conven- 
tion, had informed (hat body of horrors that isccrs com- 
mitted at Nantz, and particularly of the majj'acres of 
•women and chiWlttn. 

The author of ha Co?iJHrationy fo often quoted, 
fays (page 162), When the bloody Carrier wrote to 
the Convention that he was difpatching hundreds at 
a time by means of lighters with plugs in the bottom. 
Carrier was not blamed ; on the coTitrary, he was 
repeatedly applauded ^ as being the author of an in- 
vention that did honour (0 his coun(ry ! 

But what need have we of thcfe proofs? What 
other teliimony do we want, than that contained in 
their own murderous decrees ? Let any one caft his 
eye on the oppolite page ; let him there behold the 
fcenc that was daily exhibited before the windows of 
their hall, and then let him fay whether they de- 
lighted in murder or not. Biood is their element, as 
water is that of the finny race. 

One thing, however, remains to be accounted 
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for; and that is, liow fo great apart of the nation 
ttpcre led to butcher each other; how they were 
trought to that pilcli of brutal faoguinary ftTOcily, 
whicli we have feen fo amply difplayed in the pre- 
ceding chapters. This is what, with the reader's 
indulgence, I fhalt now, agreeably to my promife 
endeavour to explain. 



AN 



INSTRUCTIVE ESSAY, 

^lachig iiU (he Honors of the Brenrh Revolution to 
thr-ir real Ctiufes, ihe licentmts Polities and hifidet 
Vhihjfjphj of the prefent Age. 



I 



T has been atTerfed, again and again, by the par- 
tifans of the French revolution, tiiat all the crimes 
uhich have difgraced it, arc to be atcribcd to the 
Jiofiile operations of their enemies. They have told 
us, I hat, liad not the Aufirians and Prufllans been 
on their march to Paris, the prilbners would not 
have been maffacred on the 2d and 3d of Scptem- 
Ikt, 1792. But can we poffibly conceive how the 
murder of eight thouland poor prifoners, locked up 
and Iwund, could be necclTary to the defence of a 
capital containing a million of inhabitants ? Can 
we believe that the fabres of the affaflins would not 
have been more cftertually employed againft the in- 
v.'idcrs, than againO dcfencelels priefts and women ? 

The deluded populace were told not " to leave 
*' the \\ wives in the fold while they went to attack 
" thole that were without." But thete wolves, if 
they were tuch, were in priibn ; were under a guard 
an hundred fhoufand times as ftrong as themfelves, 
and could have been deftroyed at a moment's warn- 
ing. There is fomcthing lb abominably cowardly in 
% . , this 



FEBRUAKY, 1796. 1J9 

this juftification, that it is even more Iiafc than the 
crime. SuppoCe that a hundred thou land men had^ 
marched from Paris, to make head HgaiiiO (lie AuC-i 
trians and PruiTiaiis, tiiere were yet uuie hmidrccl'' 
thoufand left to guard the unhappy wretches thirt 
were tied hand and foot. When- couid he ihe n«. 
ceflity of maliacrcing them ? Wiicra Cfuild be tjie 
neceflity of hacking them to pieces, tearing out 
llietr bowels, and biting their hearts ? 

Subfequent events iiavc fully proved, that it was ' 
not danger that produced thclc bloody ujcal'ures j 
for we have ever fccn the rcvolulionifls moft cruel , 
in times of their greateti fccurity. Their butcheries' 
at Lyons and in its neighbourhood diii not begin till 
they were completely triumphant, ft was then, at, 
the moment when they had no relaliation to fear, 
that they commenced their bloody work. Carrier, 
ulolling at hiscate, tent the vidlims to death by huu- 
dreds. The blood never flowed hum the guillotine'^ 
in fuch torrents, as at the very time when their ar« 
mies were driving their enemies before ihem in every 
direflion. 

It has been faid in the BrililTi ILmie of Com- 
mons, that the maffacres in France ought lo be at- 
tributed to t!ie Allied Powers. " You hunt them^ 
" like wild bcafts, and then you comphiin of them 
■•' for being ferocious," How this hunling could 
drive the Frencli to butcher one iinothcr, 1 cannot 
fee ; but if it was a juhifiable vealon for tliem, it 
'might certainly be applied with much more inltirc 
1u their enemies ; for thcfc have been oftener ohlijird 
to fly than the Fiench. The revolulionary armies 
liave overrun an extent of territory equal to one 
third of their own country : the .Savoyards, the 
Germans, the Flemings the Duicli, the Spaniarua, 
and the Englifh, have been oblig,;d to fly before 
them ; but we have heard of no mafUicrcs among 
thefe people. The French moti uuincrcifujly put 
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to death eight thouland of their country pcopJe, 
who were in the prifons of Paris, and, as an cx- 
cufe for this, ihey tell us that tlie Duke of Bruuf-',, 
■wick liad invaded llic province of Champagne ; butr 
ihey themlclvcs have overrun all the United Ne- 
therlands, and even taken polTcflion of the capital h. 
and wc luive not heard that the Dutch have, asi )'et*« 
been guilty of a finglc maiTacre. They have found 
but one place in all their career, where the people 
conid be prevailed on to vvc& a guillotine, and that* 
was at Geneva. Here their army was more nu- 
merous than the whole population of the State, and 
there lore their fyfiem was fully adopted; yet, even 
here, among this little debafed and tyrannized peo- 
ple, there were to be found no villains infamous 
enough to imitate their roaflcrs in murdering women 
and chiklren. That was a fpecies of flaughter re- 
fervcd for the French nation alone. 

The French revolution has been compared to that 
of America, and I have heard ibme men calling 
thenit'clves Americans, who have not been afhamed 
to fay, that as great cruelties were committed in this 
country as in that. 1 would now nik thelc men, 
who are lb anxious to be thought as bloody as the 
fans-culotte French, if they can give me one in- 
ftancc of the Americans murdering their townfmen 
at the approach of ihe enemy ? When the Britifh 
army fucceeded that of the Congrefs at Philadelphia, 
did the continental troops murder all the Tories be- 
'fore they quitted the city ? Can thcfe gcncrout 
friends of the French revolution tell us of any maf- 
facrcs tliat took, place in this country ? Did they 
e\'er hear of women and children being drowned and 
iitot by hundreds ? Seven years of civil war defo- 
Jated thcie States, but the blood of one liugle wo- 
man or child never ftaiiied the earth. 

If the dotSirine be admitted, if a people be jujfti- 
fiablc in entering on a feries of maffacres the infiant 
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they are prefled by an enemy from without, what 
lafety can there be for any of us ? If a declaration 
gf war is to unlheath the daggers of all the afTafTins 
in the community, civil focicty is the greateft curfe 
that ever fell upon mankind. Much better and 
fafer were it for us to feparate and prowl about like 
favages, nay like bealts, than to hve thus, in con- 
tinual trepidation, in continual fear for our throats, 
llicre is Ibmelhing fo exceedingly cowardly and 
ridiculous ip this jut]ifi cation, that even the French 
revulutionifls arc alhamed of it. Thev have re- 
covirfe to another ftill more diflionoi^rable, it is Irue, 
but lefs cowardty. They tell us, that all the aflaf- 

■ fins in France have been in the pay of Great Britain ; 
or, to make ufe of their own expreffion, have been 
excited to aflion by the "gold of Pitt." 

■ As I wifh to advance nothing without the beft 
poflible authority, I fliall here infert a paflage on 
this fubje6l, taket; from a Gazette publiflied at 
Pliiladelphia by one Gatredu, and at the prefs of 
Mormu de St, Afery, who was a member of the Con- 
ilituent AfTcmbly of France. 

Tlie intention of the piece evidently 13 to juftify 
the French charaiier, or rather the chara£ler of the 
Frenoh revolutionifts, by attributing the horrid 
deeds thefe latter have committed, to fome caule 
other than their own difpofitions and anarchical 
principles. To avoid all cavil with relpecft to the 
authenticity of the extradi, and the corredlnefs of 
the tranllation, I will hrll give it in French, and 
then in Engliih, obferving, for the farther fatisfac- 
tion of the reader, that he may find the piece entire 
in the Gazette above mentioned, of the 4th of Fe- 
bruary, 1796. 

" Quel homnic eclaire par rexperieuce, nieroit 
** aujourd'hui, que, de la tete de Pitt font fortis 
" (ous les crimes qui fefolent abhorrer la re vol u- 
** tion pai^ceux-k mcroe qui en adoroient les prin- 
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•* cipcs ; que, c'eft au fnyer dc la jatoufie ct dc la. 
" bainc AagloilV, que s'ailumcrent les torches, que 
** ff forgerent ks poijrnards, qui ont fait im iiion- 
" fcau de cemlres ct dc fang dcs plus bcllts poffef- 
" ilon du aiDiidc ? — Quel gcnic malfailaiit crea les 
" fadions tropics, faiigtiinaires ou ambitieufes, qui 
" devoient ancankir la France, an du moins la rc- 
** placer fous Ic joug, fi la Providence nc deconcer- 
" toit pas tuL)j(»urts les complofs de riniquite ? — Le 
" gcnic iulcriial du miuiflrc Anglois. — C'eft avec 
*' i'or de fcs vitftimcs dc I'lnde qu'il payoit Ic Cing 
*' FraDijois, verfe a grands flots a Paris, dans les 
** departcinens, aux front icrcs et dans les colo- 

"• nies. — 

** What man, enlightened by experience, will 
" now deny, that from the head of Pitt have come 
•' all the crimes which have rendered the revolu- 
" tion detiijfiable in the eyes of even thofc who- 
•* adored its principles ; that it was Englifh jea- 
** loufy and hatred that lighted the danies, and 
" fharpeaed the poniards, which have reduced the 
" fineft poircflions in the world to a heap of alhesf 
i" and blood? — What evil genius created the im- 
pious, languinary, and ambitious fatlions, thai 
** were to annihilate France ; or at leaft bend it 
*' again beneath, the yoke, if Providence had not 
I ** difconcerted the plans of iniquity ? — Tlie infernal 
!•** genius of the Englifli Minilter, U. was with the 
" gold drawa from the viffims in India, that he 
" paid: for the French blood, which has flowed in 
'• rivers at Paris, in the departments, on the fron- 
" tiers, and in the colonies." 

This is au mportant, and were it not fo very 
hackneyed and threadbare, I would call it a " fre- 
*' c'lOMs confeffion." Here we fee a Frenchman, a 
'partifan of, and perhaps an aftor in,' the revolu- 
tion, endcaTouring to wipe away the ftain on its 
principles, by afcrifaing all the horrors thofc princi- 
4 plt^a 
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jjles have produced, to the gold diflributed among 
the revolutionifis by the EngHfh Miniftcr. The 
csTjelties that have been coromitted were not, then^j 
nccciraiy to the eftablilhment of a free government ij 
they were not the efFeft of irritation, of anarchicalj 
confufion, of vindictive retaliation; they were nc 
the natural confequence of a long-oppreflTed peo- 
ple's breaking their chains and rifing on their 
tyrants : all thefe excufcs (which I rauft allow were 
iilly enough) are at once done away by this new 
juiti fi cation ; for we are here told, in fo many 
words, that tlie French people have fhed rivers of 
«ach other's blood, in every part of their domi- 
nions, pnrely for the love — not of liberty, but of tht 
gold of Pitt. 

There is fuch a natural connesion between the 
meafnrcs of the Icveral National Aflemblies and the 
maflacres that were the immediate confequence of 
them, that it is impoffible to efiedl a feparation 
without the utmoA violence to all manner of rea- 
foning and truth. If it was the gold of Pitt that 
paid for all the French blood that has been fpitled, 
it muft have been that gold that paid for the inhu- 
man murder of MefTrs. Launay and FlellTel ; and it 
mud have been that gold which induced the Copfli- 
tiicnt Affembly to fandiion the murder, by giving 
the affaffins of thefe gentlemen the title of heroes 
and contfterors^ and by inflituting a national feilival 
in their honour. 

The revolution was begun, and has hitherto been 
maintained, by the Ihcdding of innocent blood ; 
therefore, if it was ihfi gold of Phi that paid for tliat 
blood, it is to the^a/^ of Pitt that the revolution is 
to be afcribed, and not to that patriotic fpirit and 
love of lilDcrty, with which we have been fo long 
amufed. In the fifth chapter of this work, it is in- 
contcfliably proved, that the feveral National Affeifl- 
blics authorized or approved of all the maflacres 
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which hare dirgraced their country : if, (hen, thcfe 

maflacres were paid for by Mr. Pitt, mufi we not 

inevitably conclude that the National Aflcrablies 

were in the fame pay ? If Mr. Pitt paid for the 

blood of the family of Bourbon, for that of the 

Kiiig's guards, of the nobility, the clergy, the 

bankers, the merchants, in fhort, of all the rich or 

ariflocrats, as they arc called, it was Mr. Pitt who 

deflroycd the monarchy : it was he who caiiled 

France to be a repubhc, and who gave rife to the 

do^rine of equality. Thote, therefore, who talk 

of the ^0 W 0/ Pi//, muft ceafirall their fulfbmeeulo- 

giums on thefe gallant ■cpublicans ; for, if they are 

to have a republic, it will, according to their owa 

confefTions, be the work of the Englifh Miniftcr. 

Ttiis vindication, throwing the blame on the 

igold nf Pitt, amply participates in the misfortune of 

all the vindications that have lately appeared 

^ amongst uf ; that is, it takes up a bad cautc, and 

les it worle. The reader will certainly feel with 

Pine, an inexpreflib'.e indignation at a people, who, 

Ubccautban hoftilearmy was on their frontiers, could 

be prevailed on to butcher thou (and s upon thoufands 

fof their innocent countrymen; who could cut tlic 

■throats of tlicir fathers and motliers, rip up the 

I bowels of women with child, and carry abont the 

Hrophies of their bafc and favage triumph on the 

[fxiinte of their pikes and bayonets ; but what will 

^ be his feelings, what will contain his fwclling heart, 

when he is told, that all this was undertaken and 

erpetuated for foreign gold ? The revolutionifls, 

acculing Mr. Pitt of being at tlic huttom of 

jj^it maffacres, do not perceive, without doubt, 

fttiat they are heaping ten times tenfold infamy on 

smfelves and their nation. 

By alleging this influence of Briliili gold, Ibe 
writer I have above quoted reduces himfelf and the 
partifans of the revolution to a moft diftreiJing di- 
lemma. 
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lemma. He owns that rivers of French blood hai* 
flowed at Paris, id the departments, on the fron-i 
tiers, and in the colonies ; and he tells us, that this 
blood was paid for with the gold of Pitt. Now,.j 
admitting this to be tnie, this blood has been fhedfll 
and this gold received, by Frenchmen. To what^ J 
then, will our author afcribe this fangulnary av>a. 
rice ? He mull; either afcribe it to the naturai dij^i 
fojition of his countrymen, or a change in that na- 
tural difpofition, froduced ly the revolttiion. It iSvl 
uncertain which of thele he may choofe, but it iftl 
very certain, choofe which he will, that he hasfl 
held up the character of his nation, or the princi- 
ples of the revolution, to deteltation and abhor-. 1 
rence. 

This is the way he has juflified the French in the 
eyes of the people of this country. Infinitely bet- 
ter were it for fuch juftifiers to fufFer the prcfs to 
lefi in eternal ina(51ion. All that a good French- 
man can do, is to weep over the difgrace of his 
country ; for, fo long as murder, horrid, barbarous, 
lavage murder, Ihall admit of no cxcufe, fo long 
ihall the actions of the French revolutionills remain 
unjuflitiable. 

it is more than probable, that a writer of this 
ilamp might be willing to allow that his country- 
men were always naturally ferocious and bloody- 
minded, rather than confcfs that this difpofition has 
been produced by the principles of the revolution ; 
for patriots of this kind are ever ready to facrifice 
the honour of their country to the fupport of their 
fyftems. But juftice demands from us to rejecl 
with difdain every fuch conclufion. We haveieen 
the French people t'prightly, beneficent, humane^ 
and happy ; let us now follow them, flep by ftep, 
into the awful oppofite, and lee for ourfelves, by 
what diabolical means the change has been ef- 
ffedted. 

« 3 The 
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The firft National Aficrobly had hardly affbmed 
that title, when ihcy difcovered an intention of 
overturning the Government, which had been caUedi 
to:e h(T. and which their confiitucnts had enjoined 
th m to fapport, and of kvclhng all ranks and 
diliin£Uons among the different orders in the com- 
mutiity. To this they were not led, as it had been 
fo fallely pretended, by their love of liberty and de- 
fire of feeing their country happy; but by envy, 
curfed envy, that will never let the fiery demagogue 
fleep In peace, while he fees a greater or richer than 
hintfelf. It has been objected to this, that there 
were, among the revolutiooifls, men who already 
enjoyed diflinguifhcd honours ; but Jt is forgotten 
at the fame time, that ambition will be at the top, 
or no where; that it will deflroy itfelf with the en- 
TJed objefl, rather than && a fubaltcrn part. The 
motto of a demagogue is that of Milton's Satan ; 
'* Better to reign in hell than ferve in heaven." 

This tallc of defl ruction was, however, an ardu- 
ous one. To tear the complicated work of fourteen 
centuries to pieces at once, to render honours dif- 
h 'uourable, and turn reverential awe into contempt 
and mockery, was not to be accompl iflied but by 
extraordinary means. It was evident that property 
muft change hands, that the beft blood of the na- 
tion mufl flow in torrents, or the projetft muft fail, 
The Atlembly, to arm the multitude •on their fide, 
broached the popular do(5irine of equaltty. It was a 
ncccfTary part of the plan of thel'e reformers to fe- 
duce the people to their fupport; and fach was the 
credulity of the unfortunate French, that they foon 
began to look on them as the oracles of virtue and 
wifdom, and believed themlelves raifed, by one 
ihorl fentence iifued by thefc ambitious impoftors, 
from the ft ate o( fuhjetls to that of /overeigns. 

" I punifhcd," fays Solon, the Athenian law- 
giver, " I puniihed with dcatfi all thofe afpiring 
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" ditlurbcrs of the commonwealth, who, in order to 
■* domineer therat(;tvcs, and lead the vulgar in their 
'• train, prLtciidcd that all men were equal, and 
" fought to confound the different ranks in ibciety, 
" by preaching up a chimerical eqnaHty, that never 
" did or cat! cxill." How happy wnuld it have 
been for France, bad there been fume Solon endued 
with wildom and power enough to piuiith the poli- 
tical mountebanks of the Conftitiicnt Aflcnibly! 
What dreadful carnagCj what indelible difgracr, 
the nation .would have efcaped ! Hardly had the 
word equaUiy been pronounced, when the whole 
kingdom became a Icene of anarchy and confulion. 
The name of liberty (I fay the Tiame, for the rege- 
nerated French have known nothing but the name), 
the name of liberty had already half turned the 
heads of the people, and that of equality finifhed 
the work. From the nioment it founded in their 
earSj all that had formerly infpired rcfpcdt, all that 
they had reverenced and adored, even began to ex- 
cite contempt and fury. Birth, beauty, old age, 
all became the viiliras of a dettruflivc equality, 
creflcd into a law by an Aflembly of ambitious ty- 
rants, who were ready to dcfiroy every thing that 
croffed their way to abfolutc domination. 

One of tlie immediate effects of the promulgation 
of this dodrine, was the murder of Monfieur Fou- 
Ion and his (bn-in-law Berthicr ; who, without lb 
much as being charged with any crime, were taken 
by the people, conduiled to Paris, and cruelly 
matracred, I will fay nothing (Jays Du Gour, m 
his eloquent Memoire, page 35), I will fay nothing 
of the favage cruellies committed on Foulon and 
Berthier; I will not rcprefent the bloody head of 
the father-in-law, oftl-red to the fon to kits, prefled 
againli his lips, and afterwards put uudcr his feet ; 
I will not reprefent the inhuman afiaffms rufhing on 
Berthier, tearing out his heart, and placing it, qui- 
M 4 vering 
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vermgand flill palpitating, on the table of the fown- 
hall, hfore (h maglfirafn ot the cominunc. Altrj this, 
their heaHr were ftuck on pifces, and the heart of 
Berthier an the point of a fword. In this manner 
they were carried through the fircets, followed by 
the exulting populace (fee /?i7^tf«/'s Hifiory of the 
French Revolution, papc (17), Nor let it be pre- 
tended that the Aflembly could not prevent this 
fhameful, this bloody deed. They had the abfolute 
comtnand of Paris at the time, and had two hun- 
dred Ihoufand armed men ready to obey their nod. 
But the AfTembly never oppofed the murder of 
thofe whom they looked upon as their enemies; 
nay, Rabaut, their partial hifiorian (who was one 
of (heir body), even jufiifies the murder. 

When the word equality found its way to the co- 
lonies, it was only a fignal for aflailination. At 
Port-au-Prince, the Chevalier dc Maudtiit, a brave 
and generous officer, who rendered etTential fer- 
vices to this country during the latl war, was mur- 
dered by his own foldiers. The villains had the 
infolcnce to order him to kneel down before them : 
*' No," faid he, like a fbldier as he was, " it fhall 
" never be faid that Thomas Maud nit bent his 
** knee before a fet of fcoundrels !" His head was 
cut off; he was torn limb from limb; his bowels 
were trailed along the ftrect, as butchers do thofe 
of beatls in a flaushter-houfe. The next morning 
the difTerent members of Ins body, and morfels of 
Jiis fietb, were llrewn about oppoiile his houfe, and 
his bloody and ^haflly head placed on the Hep of 
the doorway. We know we have before our eyes 
the proofs of what havoc, diftrefs, and deflrui:lioii 
lj|his deteliable word has fince produced In the un- 
fortunate iJland of St. Domingo. 

It was now that the fovcreign people, entering 
on their reign, firft took tlie tamous plunderiBg 
flQotto ■ *' La gusrre aux c/iateaiiXy ei la paix aiix 
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chanmieres ;" that is, If'ar to the gentlemen s houfisy 
and peace to the cottage; or, in other words, War ta 
all thofe who have any thing to hfe. This raol to is 
extremely comprehcntivx; il includes the whole 
docftrine of equality. It was not a vain declaratioa 
in France; but was put in pratHice with that patri- 
otic zeal which has marked the whole courfe of (he 
revolution. To be rich, or of a good family, he- 
came a crime, which was often expiated by the lots 
of life- Men took, as much pains to be thought 
obfcure vagabonds, as they had loimerly done to 
be thought wealthy and of honcft detccnt; and 
what dirtinguilhes the French revolution from alt 
others in the world, to have a ragged pair of 
breeches, or to be totally in want of that fo rieccf- 
fary an article of drefs, was eflcemed the fureil 
mark of pure patriotifoi, and was the grcatcll re* 
commendation to public favour. 

But the National AfTembly, though heartily fij- 
conded by myriads of raggrd populace, knew, how- 
ever, that they could not long depend upon luch a 
promifcuous fupport. The citizens were, therefore, 
to be foldlers at the fame time, and placed \inder 
the command of the creatures of the AfTenibly, To 
this end the territory of the nation underwent a new 
diviJion, on the levelling plan. The provinces of 
France were melted down into a rude (indigelicd 
mafs of departments, diftriifts, and municip<ili<ic!i. 
All the old magiflrates were repluccd by the vrlcrt 
wretches that could be found. There wtrc forty- 
four thoufand municipalities : each o{ thcic had fc- 
veral municipal officers ; and each of thclc latter his 
troop of revolutionary myrmidons. There could 
pot be lefs than three millions of men in arnis, 
ready to burn, cut, and flay, at a moment's warn- 
ing. Nothing was to be teen or hciird but the 
patrolling of thefe Tons of equality. The Alfetnlily 
pretended to hold out the olive-branch, while they 
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were forming the nation into a 



camp. The peace- 
able man trembled for his Ufe. One miil^ have 
been an eyc-vvitnefs of the change prodnccU by 
thcfe meafures, to have the Icatl idea of it. All 
was fufpicion and dread. The bell that had never 
rung but to call the peaceful villagers to the altar, 
was converted into a fignal of approaching danger j 
and the tree, beneath which they Ibrmerly danced, 
became an alarm-poft. The ragged, grqafy rna- 
git^rates, with their municipal troops at their liecU, 
■were for ever prowling about for their prey, the 
property of others. Thefe little platoons of cnt- 
throats ranged the country round, crying havoc, 
burning and laying wafie wherever they came. 
They had not yet begun to murder frequently ; but 
it was of little confequence to a man whether his 
brains were blowed out or not, after bavi-ug ften 
Inmfelf and family reduced, in the (pace of a few 
hours, from affluence to beggary. A band of thele 
enlightened ruffians went to the chateitv, or country- 
houfe of a gentleman in Provence, and demanded 
that his perfon ibould be delivered into their hands. 
The tervants defended the houle for fome time, but 
in vain ; they advanced to the front door, when 
the lady of the houfe appeared with her child in 
her arms, and endeavoured to pacify them, faying, 
that her hufband was gone out at the back door. 
The ruffians inftantly fet fire to the houfe. When 
the lady perceived this, Ihe confelTed that her huf- 
band was hidden in one of the garrets. The houte 
was now on fire; fhe left her child, and rullicd 
through the flames to call her hufband from his 
retreat, but fhe was flifled in the paflagc, and 
burnt to death, and her huiband fhared in her fate, 

leaving a helplefs infant to the mercy of the mur- 
derers of its father and mother. — A hundred vo- 

; lumes like this could not contain the horrors that 
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tbc(e revolutionary robbers committed m the name 
of liberty and equality. 

Let this, Americans, be a lefTon to you ; throw frot 
you the dodtrine of equality as you would the poifoned^ 
chalice. Wlierevcr this dctellable principle gains 
ground to any extent, ruin mult inevitably culue* 
Would you I'lille the noble flanje of emulation, and 
encourage ignorance and idlcncfs ? Would you in- 
culcate defiance of the laws r Would you teach fer-g 
vants to be dilbbcdicnt to their ma Iters, and childret 
to their parents ? Would you fow the feeds of envyJ 
hatred, robbery, and murder? Would you breal^j 
all the bands of ibtiety at under, and turn a civi- 
lized people into a horde of lavages? This is all 
■clone by the comprclicnhvc word equality. But they 
tell us we are not tu take it in the unqualified tcnfc,^ 
In what lenlcare we to take il thep ? Either it means 
furuetliinf; more tban liberty, or it means nothing' 
at all. The niilconflruftion of tlic word lihtty hasJ 
done mi fehief enough in the world; to add to it m 
word of ftill more dangerous extent, was to kindle? 
a dame that never can be cxtinguifhcd but by tJie 
total dcbalcinent, if not deilrudTion, of the lociety 
who are filty or wicked enough to adopt its ufe. 
Wc are told, tiiat every government receives witt 
itscxiftence the latent difcale tliat is one day to ae- 
complifh its death ; but the government that is at- 
tacked with this political apoplexy 18 annihilated iu 
the twinkling of aik eye. 

Tlie civil diforganization of the ftate was but the 
forerunner of thofc curies which the Affembly had 
in {lore for their devoted country. They plainlyrg 
perceived that they never Ihould be able to brutif 
the people to their wifhes without removing th< 
formidable barrlerij of religion and morality. Their' 
heads were turned, but it was neceflary to corrupt 
their hearts. 

JBefidcti this, tUo leaders in the AiTembly were 
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profciTl'd modern philolbphers ; tliat h Jo fay, 
atlieills or dcills. Camus and Gondorcet openly 
titii<ih{ atiieilm, and Ceruli faid, witii his lafl breath, 
*' T/te only regret 1 have in quit! mg this loorld, m, that 
" / leai's a religion on earth." Thel'c words, Uie 
blafphemy of an expiring demon, were applauded 
by (he afTcmblcd Lcgiflalors. It was not lo be 
wondered at, that the vanity of fuch mp- Thuuld be 
flattered in the hope of chanj,'(ii{.f tlic luoft Chridian 
coiir>try into the moft infidel U[)o;i the face of the 
tarth ; for thcie is a (on of ianaticitm in irreligion, 
that leads the profligate atheift to feek for proielytes 
with a xeal that would do honour to a good caufe, 
but whici), cmjiloyed in a bad one^ becomes the 
Iconrge of ibciety. 

The zeal of thefe philolbphers for extirpating the 
truth was 'as great at leaft as that fhown by the 
primitive Chriftians for its propagation. But they 
proceeded io a very different manner. At iirff, 
ibme circiinitiiciftion was necefl'ary. The more ef- 
frciually to defiroy the Chriftian religion altogether, 
tlicv began by tapping the foundation of the Catho- 
lic tliith, the only one that the people had been 
taught to revere, They formed a fchifm with the 
Church of Rome, well knowing that the opinions 
of the vulgar, once fet afloat, were as likely to fix 
on atlieifrn as on any other lyflcm : and more fo, 
as being lel's oppoled to their levelling principles 
than the rigid though fimple morality of the Gofpcl. 
A religion that teaches obedience to the higher 
powers, inculcates humility and peace, ftricitly for- 
bids robbery and murder, and, in Ihort, enjoins on 
men to do as they would be done unto, could by no 
means tiiit the armed ruffians who were to accom- 
pli lb the views of the French Aflembly. 

The prefs, which was made free for the worft of 
purpoles, lent raofi powerful aid to tliefe detiru6tive 
''Teformers. Wiiile itie Catholic religion was ridi- 
culed 
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coled and abu&d. no other ChrilllsD fyncm was 
propol'cd in hs ft cad ; on the contrary, tite pruHigate 
■wielchesttho condudted the public prints, among 
whom were Mirabeau, Marat, Condorctt, and 
Hd>crt, filled one half of their impious ihrcts <* iUi 
whatever could be thought of to degrade all rdlgion 
in geoeral. Themimfters of divine wor/hip, of every 
feet and denomination, were reprcfented as cheats, 
and as the avowed enemies of the fuhliin.- atul fcnti- 
mcQtal fomelliing which the Ailembly had in ftorc 
for the regeneration of the world. 

Mofr of my readers muu have heard of the mag- 
nificent church of St. Genevieve at Paris : it vvas one' 
of the raort noble lirutflures that the world had ever 
feen, and had, hefides, the honour of being con* 
iecrated to the worlhip of Chrift. This editicc the* 
blafphemers feized on as a receptacle for the n-mains 
of their '* great menr From a Chriflian church 
the)' changcid it into a Pagan temple, and gave it 
the name of Panilieon. Condorcet, pre-eminent in 
infamy, propofed the decree by which the name o£. 
God and that of St. Genevieve were ordered (o be 
effaced from the front Itpiece. ri 

To this I'miiheon the alhe:? of Voltaire were fird 
tranfported, and the Aflemhiy (pent no lets than 
three days in determining whether thofe of Roujfeatt-i 
^ould not accompany them. The difiintfiion paid] 
to two of the molt celebrated deifts of the age, wati 
a full declaration of the principles, as well as the 
intention, of the majority of the Airembly. 

Thofe who have not had the patience to wade 
through the lies and blafphemies of Voltaire, know, 
his principles from report. RMiJJ'euii. is not fo well' 
known; and as he was, and llill continues to be, 
the great oracle of the revolutionifls, I am perfnaded , 
a page or two on his cliarafler, and that of his 
works, will not be loft here, particularly as I have 
A heard 
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heard both mentioned with applaufc, in this coun- 
try, by perlbns apparently of the b-jft intentions. 

The phiiofopher Rouflcau, the pagocl of the re- 
generated pTcnch, was boni at Geneva ; and, at a 
proper age, he was bound an apprentice to • an 
artilh During his apprenticcfhip he frequently 
robl)ed his malter, as well as other pcrl'ons. Before 
his time was expired be decamped, tied into the do- 
minions of the King of Sardinia, where he changed 
the Prclhytcrian for the Catholic religion. Tliis be- 
ginning feemcd to proniife fair for what followed. 
By an unexpected turn of fortune he became a 
footman, in which capacity he did n6t forget his 
old habit of ftealing. He is detcifted with the 
flolen goods ; fwears they were given to him by a 
maid-fervant of the houtc ; the girl is confronted 
•with him ; fhe denies the fzA, and weeping preffes 
him to confcts the truth ; but the young phiiofopher 
ftill pcrfifis in the lie, and the poor girl is driven 
trora her place in diigrace. Tired of being a ferving- 
man, he went to throw himfclf on the protection of 
a lady, whom he had feen once before, and who he 
protelis was the moft virtuous creature of her fcx. 
This lady had fo great a regard for him, that fhc 
called him her little darling, and he called her 
mamma. Mamma had a footman, who ferved her, 
betides, in another capacity very much refembling 
that of a hufband ; but flie had a motl tender af- 
fe6lion for her adopted fon RoulTeau, and, as fhe 
feared he was forming connexions with a certain 
lady that might fpoil his morals, fhe herleif, out of 
pure virtue, took him — to bed with her ! This vir- 
tuous effort to prefcrve the purity of Roulieau's 
heart, had a dreadful cffe& on the head of the poor 
footman, and fo he poifoned himfclf — Rouileau 
fell iick, and mamma was obliged to part w.ith 
little darling, while he performed a journey to the 
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fouth of France for the recovery of his health- On 
the road he dines with a gentleman, and hcs with 

his wife. As he was returning back he debated 
with hitnfelf whether he fhould pay this lady a fe- 
cond vifit or not ; hut, fearing he might be tempted 
to fcduce her daughter alfo, virtue got the better, 
and determined the little darling to fly home iula 
the arms of his mamma ; but, alas ! thofe arms 
were filled with another. Mamma's virtue had 
prompttd her to take a fubftitule, whom llic liked 
too well to part with, and our pliilofopher was 
obliged to fhift for himfelf. I fliould have told the 
reader, that the little darling, while he reiidcd 
with his mamma, went to make a tour with a young 
inufician. Their fricndfliip was warm, like that of 
moll young men, and they were, befides, enjoined 
to take particular care of each other during their 
travels. They travelled on for fomc time, agreed 
perfciSlly well, and vowed an everlafting friendfhip 
for each other : but the mufician being one day 
taken in a tit, fell down in the ftreet, which fur- 
niihed the faithful Rouffeau with an opportunity of 
flipping off with fome of his things, and leaving 
him to the mercy of the people in a town where he 
was a total flranger. 

We feldom meet with fo much villany in a youtli. 
His manhood was worthy of it. He turned apoftate 
a Iccond time, was driven from within the walls of 
his native city of Geneva as an incendiary, and an 
apoftle of anarchy and infidelity -, nor did lie Ibrgct 
liow to thieve. At laft the philofoplier marries, 
but like a pliilofopher, that is, without going to 
church. He has a family of children, and, like a 
kind philofophical father, for fear they (hould want 
after his death, he lends them to the poor-houle 
during his lifetime! To conclude, the philofophcr 
dies, and leaves the philofopherefs, his wife, to the 
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protedlion of a friend ; ihr marries a footman, and 
. gets turned out into the Itreet. 

This is a brief Ikflch of the life of Jean Jacques 
Roidlcau, the omcle of the regenerated French : a 
thief, a vvhoretnafirr, an adulterer, a treacherous 
friend, an unnatural father, and twice an apofl^ate. 
There want only about a hundred murders to make 
him equal to ihe immortal Marat, whom we have 
fcen compared to Jefus Chriit. This vile wretch 
has the impudi.-nce to fay, in the work, that contains 
a coofellion of thcle his crimes, that no man can 
come to liie throne of God and lay, / am a better 
man thai Ruiijfeiiti. 

His writings, thotigli they have very great literary 
merit, contain fuch prinriples as might be expeftcd 
from (uch a man: he has cxlianiicd all the powers 
of reafoning and all the charms of eloquence in the 
caufe of anarcliy and irrcligion : and his writings 
are fo much the more daiigerou-;, as he winds him- 
fclf into favour wilh the unwary, by an eternal cant 
about vhi7<e and liberty. He feems to have afTuraed 
the raatk of virtue for no other purpofe than that of 
propagating with more certain luccefs the blackeft- 



and moll: incorrigible vice *. 
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* Twf) philofnphcrs can feldom agree more than two perfoni 
of any other pmt'effion : fo it happened with Valta'trt and Reuffiau. 
The huiiiorotis prophetic fat ire of the former, occafioned by the 
piiblitation of Ketijfdiu'!, romance, the l^c-m EhiJ'a, is fo well 
worthy of a place hei e, that I caoiiol deny myfclf the pleafurc of 
tiftnllating an extraft or two fronn it. 

" In thofe days there will appear in France a wonderful man. 
He will fiy unto the people, Beliold, 1 am poffelfed by the deipoa 
of enthufiafm j I have received from Heaven the gift of paradoxi- 
cal inconfirtenty ; and the light-heeled multitude will dance after 
him, and many will adore him. And he wilt fay, You are all 
rafcals and proftitute?, and I deteft rafcals and prcftitutes, and I 
come 10 live amongft ynu. And he will add. The men and women 
pi e all virnioua in the repiil^lic of Geneva, where I was born ; and 
I love virtuous men and womei^, and I will not live in the country 

where 



»ROARY, 1796. tjf 

Thh was the man and tlie writer ih^it tlie Confii-' 
lucnt Aircnibly held up fo the imiUtion andeveii 
adoration of the poor deluded French people. The 
aflies of this thieving philoluphor eoiX the nation al^^ 
inoft two thoulknd guineas in debates. 

Thofc who know what power novelty has on the 
•"rench, with what cnthufuifm, or rather fury, they 
adopt whatever is in vogue, may guels at the efFe6l 
that this philolbphical canonization of Roulleau 
produced. Every thing was a la Roujfeau ; his works 
were hawked about, mouthed in the National Af- 
fembly (often by thole who underftood them not), 
recommended in ali the prints, and fpouted at the 
'fans-culotte rlubs. His old boorilli fayiiigs became 
the liveUeft traits of wit — all his manners were imi- 
tated ; to bo crtirty and ill-bred was like Jean 
Jacques ; and, what was particularly offenfive to 
every jufi mind, his loathfome down-looking por- 
trait, that portrait which feems to be the chofeti 
teat of guiU, was leen at every corner and in every 
Itand, 

Having thus prepared the public mind, the Af- 
fejmbly made a bold attack on the Church. They 
difcoito-ed, by the light of philofophy, that France 
conlaincd too many cliurches, and, of courfe, too 



where I was born. He will proteft that tlie piaylioufc is a firhool 
of pr&ttitutinn and rorrvipdon ; and he uili write opcr« and 
plays. He will ndvife matikind to go ft:irk -naked, and he will wear 
heed clothes when given unto h'lm. He will fccar that romnnces 
corrupt the morals of ail who rc:\d them, and \\e will cornpofe a 
romance ; and in this romance will be fecn vice in lieciis and vir- 

. tlie in words, and the lorcr; will be mad with love and with pliilo- 
r fophy ; and this mniance will teach how to fednce a young girl 
philolophically J and the fhlciple will lole all flwrne and niodtrty : 
and file will praftiie fool i 111 nti;, 3;id ralfe mjxims and paradoxes 
with berm.ilicr; and file will Itili firft, arid a(k him to lie willi 
her, and he will nfliially lie with hsr, and (he will beronicTOund 
and pregnant rt'ith metaphyfics, And tliis ihey vvill call philofo- 
phy and virtue ; and they will t-i!k about ph'ioii-iphy and virtue liU 

I jio Ibul on earth wiU know what philofophy and vituie is," 

vox,, in. N many 
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many pallors. Great part of them were fherefore 
to be fupprclled, and, to make the innovation go 
down with the people, all tithes were to be abo- 
lifhcd. The meafures fucceeded ; but what did the 
people gain by the abolition of the tithes ? Not a 
farthing ; tor a tax of twenty per cent, was imme- 
diately laid on the lands in c.onfequence of it. The 
theat was not perceived till it was too late. 

But the abolition of the tithes, the only motive of 
which was lo debafe the Clergy in the opinions ot 
the people, was but a trifle to what was to follow. 
The religious orders, that is to fay, the communi- 
ties of monks and nuns, pofTcficd iraraenfe landed 
eftates, and thefe the honefl: Affembly had marked 
for their own. As a pretext for the feizurc, they 
lirft decreed that the wealth of the religious orders 
belonged to the nation, to that indefinite being 
that exifts every where and no where, and that has 
devoured all without receiving any thing. 

As this aift of fcizing the ettatcs 
clergy was one of thojc (hat gave a decillve blow to 
the property as well as religion in France, and out 
that has received the greatell applaufe in this coun- 
try, I Ihall enter a little at length on the flagrant in- 
juftice of it. Nor is the I'ubject inapplicable to our- 
' telves ; for, though there are no religious orders in 
America, there are many people of property ; and it 
is of a violation of property tliat I here charge the 
Aflembly. 

How the eftates of the religions orders became 
the property of a certain foraebody called the nation, 
m 1791, is to me wholly inconceivable, feeing that 
there never was a time when they belonged to that 
fociety of men now calicd the French. Greiit part 
of the monafleries had been founded five, fix, feven 
hundred years, and fome above a thoufand years, 
before the raott worlhlefs of the French took it into 
their heads to be U many fovcrcigns. The founders 

were 



of the regular 



FEBRUARY, 1796. 179 

>were men of pious and aiificre lives, who, wifliiiig 
lo retire from tlie world, obtained grants of unculti- 
Tated laud, generally in fuvae barren and Iblilary 
fpot. Tbere they formed litlle roifLnible fettlc- 
ments, vi^hich, by their frugality and labour, ia 
time became rich meadows, farms, and vineyards. 
A French hiftorian, (peaking of St. Etienne, lays : 
" In 1058 he retired to Citeaux, then a vaft foreft', 
** inhabited only by wild bealls. Here, with the 
** help of his followers, he built a mouaftery of the 
'* wood of the foreft ; but, at firll, it was no more 
" than a group of fhabby huts. Every thing bore 
•• the marks of extreme poverty : the ltoIs was of 
" wood, the cenicrs of copper, and the candlelticks 
** of iron. All the ornaments were of coarie woollen 
" or linen. Labour was the only means of fub- 
** fiftence with the monks of Citeaux. Far many 
'* years bread was their only food, and they were 
" often reduced to a Icarcity of even that." 

lo time this foreft became a cultivated and flourifh- 
ing eftate, and the fucceflbrs of the firll proprietors 
•were not only at their eafe, but even rich. The 
inonaftery, which was at firft but a clump of ill- 
^Thapod huts, built with the limbs of trees, bark, and 
iurf, was become a magnificent pile. The church 
was beautiful beyond defcripfion. Inftead of wood, 
and copper, and iron, the fymbols of religion and 
the facred vales were now of gold, Giver, and pre- 
cious fioncs. This abbey, at the time of the feizure 
by the Conftituent Affembly, had an annual revenue 
of 120,000 Frendi livres^ or about 6000 pounds 
fierling. 

Now I afk any honeft man, was this the pro- 
perty of the French nation, or not ? By what rule 
of right, by what principle of law or juftice, could 
this ellatc belong to ajiy other than the hivfid I'uc- 
ceffors of the firft proprietors; that is to fiiy, the 
j[30ireffors at the epoch of the feizure ? No title ever 
N 2 framed 
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framed by man could be fo good as theirs. The 
community at Cttcaux had never ccalfcd to cxilT', nor 
for a tingle moment cej^fed to keep poITllTion of their 
abbey and its dependencies. They had tirll ob- 
taiiied a lawful grant of the land, had cleared, cul- 
tivated, and enriched it, and had enjoyed an untti- 
terrupted poflcffion during the fpace of teven liun- 
dred and thirty-two j'ears ; but, at the end of tlic 
ml'tghtene'd eighteenth century, the j^ge of Reafon, 
up ftarts a horde of lazy, wortblefs ratfians, calling 
(hemfclves the nation, and lay claim to their cllates ! 
Biilieau, in fpeakingofSt. BenediiS, fays : " The 
" bodily labour ordered by this wile founder, was a 
"fource of peace and tranqoilUty to the firfl monks, 
** and of opulence to their fucceflbrs. The monaf- 
" teries were long an afjlum to thofe Chrifllans who 
" fled from the oppreffions of the Goths and Van- 
dals. The little learning that remained in the 
barbarous and dark ages was prefcrved in the cloif- 
ters. It is to thcra we owe all the raoft precious 
remains of antiquity, as well as many modern in- 
ventions." Indeed, under the great Difpoferof all 
:vents, it is to them we owe that we arc Chriftians ; 
at we potl^fs the word of God, our guide to eter- 
al life. They not only preferved this incftimahle 
'volume, but fpread it in cverj' country in the world, 
^""ithout their agency, our ancefiors might ]iavecon- 
•linaed Pagans ; nay, we ourfclves, perliaps, might 
now have been facrifif ing our children in the hollow 
f a wicker idol. Every man of any reading 
nowB, that the monafleries have contimied to en- 
jrich the world with learned and uicful produdlions, 
ime of the writings that do the gr&iteft honour to 
the French nation, and to tbc human mind, have 
iffued from the cloiftcr. And yet we have icen 
'thtfc men robbed of their eftates, iiripped of even 
their furniture and their veftmentSj driven from bc- 
■peath their roofs, hunted like wild beafis ; andj what 
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I am afliamed to fay, many of us have had the folly, 
or rather bafenefs, to applaud their unprincipled and 
blood-thirtiy purfucrs *. 

We are told that the monks were become too rich. 
ludeed tliis wa* their great ofience in the eyes of an 
Aflcuibly, whole motto was, " War to the rich, 
" and [jcacc to the cottager." But we have fecn 
that the toundation of thefe riches was laid by the 
labour of their prcdeceffors, and we raay oblerve 
that they were augmented, not by oppreffion, as lias 
been falfely alilrted, but by a prudent management 
of their cOates. Thofc communities that cultivated 
their own lands, were noted for the excellent man- 
ner of their cultivation, and for the fu peri or quality 
of their produce; and thofe that rented out their 
farms let ihem at a low rate, fo as to enable the 
farmer to enrich the land at the fame time that he 
enriched himrt:lf. It was by fuch means that their 
cfl^tes became the moll valuable in the country ; a 
circumftance that poor Ihallow-headed Paine has 



* I cannot help obferving here, that thefc unjiift and inhuman 
applaufJers have not always been confined to the mob. •' An 
Oration on the Pmgrt/ls of Reafen" delivered at a public com- 
jnencement in the Univerfity of Cambridge, Maflachnfetts, on 
the iSth of July, 1792^ contains a philippic againl^ the injured 
French Monarch and Clergy, the moft illiberal that ever difgraced 
the lipa of a petulant, felf-ltifticient pedant. The Ora/ur discovers 
but little knowledge ot' any branch or his fubjeft, and more parti» 
*:u!arly of the charadcr of Louis XVI. of that of the French 
ClergVj and of the nature of the old Governmcut j agatnft all 
which he runs on in a firain of inveflive, more refembltng the 
brutal abufisem Is of Calvin, than any thing we ought tocxpcift to 
bear from the chair of a feminar^, at the dole of the enlightened 
eighteenth century. Lil;e many others, this Orator looked upon 
the French revohitiorr as happily teiminated j as the dawn of uni- 
verfal peace, liberty, and virtue : he has fincc had time to fee his 
error, to fee the eftedts of his " Progrcfs of Realon," fome of 
ji'hich I have reLitcd fn the former part of this traft ; if he te 
candid, therefore, he will publicly retraft this error. If he fl»ould 
not do this, I (liall take the liberty, one of thefe days, of con. 
wincing him chat be has erred. 

brought 
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brought againft them as a heinous offence. They 
were gentle, humane rnafters and landlords: a man 
looked upon his fortune as made, when he became 
the tenant ot* a religious order. 

And how were thele riches fpent ? Not in horfes 

and coaches : people fliutup in a cloider had no ufe 

for thefe. Not in balls and plays ; for there they 

could never appear. Not in rich attire and colTly 

I repafta ; for the greater part of them were clothed 

[worte than common beggars, and were forbidden 

the utc of meat, and even of wine, the common 

[.drink of their country. Their riches did not go to 

aggrandize their families ; becaiife, as no individual 

could poiitls any thing, fo he could bequeath or 

difpote of notliing. Who, then, profited from thefe 

[Miches ? Go atlc the poor, who were happy in the 

neighbourhood of their convents. Go alk the aged, 

' the infirm, the widow, and the orphan ; and alk them 

[too, what aid and conlblation they have received 

[from the thieving philofophers of the revolution. 

This ch.irge of being Im rich, is the molt abfurd 
;,ps well as the mofi: vile that could poflibly be in- 
[•vented. Do we fay to a man, wlio has acquired aa 
pimmenfc fortune by the labour of his father, or by 
^ny other means, Yon are too rich, and therefore 
your property bvlongs to the nation ? There is a. 
[community at Bethlem, very much rcfembling 
|-thofc we have been fpeaking of. What fhould we 
IJlitnkofa fcouudrcl legiflator, who thould propofe 
[to Ilrip thefe people of their property, and turn them 
lout to beg their bread, merely becaute the value of 
I their lands is mcreafed ? Such was he who firft 
[propofed the feizure of the church lands in France. 

Some of the convents in France had been founded 

fby lay perfons, upon fuch and fuch conditions ; and 

{•in cale of failure on the part of the community, the 

^property was to revert to the heirs of the donor. — ■ 

Foundations of this kuid were exadtly relembling 

thoftt' 
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thofe we frequently (be among us, of hofplials, fe- 
minarics, &c. and the deeds were flill iu exilicnci; 
at tlie time of tfie fclzure ; but an Aflemblythat 
paid no rclpeft to a riglit of prcfcriptioii, founded on 
a thouliind years of uninterrupted pofleffion, could 
not be expected to pay attention to tlie contents of a 
bit of old parchment. 

We ought not to be altonifhed at hearing the au- 
thor of The jige of Realm attempt to juftify this a^'^l 
of impudent fraud ; but let us fee how his doiflrinc 
would fult, if applied to ourfeWes : for this is lliii 
only way to determine on its mtrits, Suppofe (which 
God forbid!) the principles of the French revolu- 
tion fhould be adopted by our Legiflatore, and they 
ihould declare all the meeting-houfcs, icmlnaries, 
holpitals, &c. together with tlie efiates which have 
been left for their ibpport, the property of the fiaiioti ; 
how fiiould we receive this? Suppofe an army of 
cut- throats fliould be fent to the Friends' meeting- 
houfe, and thrull them out with the point of the bay- 
onet ; fuppofe another fliould go to the epifcopal 
church, drive the congregation from the altar, flrip 
the minifler of his caflbck, feize on the facramental 
cup, and turn the church into a flablc ; I aik, how 
Ihould we like this ? — But, we are told, there is a 
vail: difference ; that the monies were fupertiitious 
drones, ufelefs to fociety. Ah ! let us beware. Let 
us take care not to condemn, becaufe we are Pro- 
tefiants, a religion that differs from our own in form 
only ; a religion that has yet more votaries than any 
other Chrifiian profcffion can boalt of. And as to 
the religious orders being ufelefs to ibciety, wc hive 
no proofs of this, but ftrong prefumptive ones to the 
contrary ; for we know that France was great and 
happy, that it had been increafing in extent, wealth, 
and population, fince llie exirtencc of thofe commu- 
nities. However, I can by no means take upon me 
to prove the public utility of the monaftic life ; odc 
» 4 is 
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is il neceffary ; for if no man is to polTefs property, 
unlefs be can prove his utility to fociety, I am afraid 
that few of us would be ft curj. How many hiindrcda 
of proprietors do we fer, who are much wor/e tliau 
ufclefs to fociely ! Surely the public is as much be- 
nefited by a mian who fpcnds his life in a convent, as 
by one who fpends it in a tavern, at a billiard-table, 
or in a playhoufe. Thonfands and tlioufands there 
are who never worked a llroke nor Itudied a fingte 
hour ; vegetating mortals, who fcera to live only to 
eat and drink j and be carried about. Yet we have 
never thought of feizing their eflates. No j utility, 
or inutility, has nothing to do with the matter ; the 
qucfiion before us is a fiitiple qucftion of right-^ 
Whether monks were ncceHai^ or ufet'ul, in France, 
or not ? We know there were fuch people, and thdt 
they poflefffd property legally acquired ; and every 
honeft man, capable of dilHnguiuiiiig between righb 
and wrong, will hold in abhorrence the AfTembly 
that dared to rob them of it, 

When we hear of luch crying ails of injuftice as 
fbis, wc? are naturally led to inquire who were the 
fir ft promoters of them. I'he reader will be afto-. 
uifhcd to hear, that the decree for this national rob- 
bery was firll: propoled by A Bifliop. Of a hundred 
and thirty-eight IVench Bithops, there were only 
four to be found wiio would give their approbation 
to this deed, and one of thefe four was he who pro- 
poted the decree. The Abbe Barruel fpeaks of him 
in the following terms : '* The AfTembly thought it 
" high time to ronfummate their defigns upon the 
" Church, by ftizing what ftiil remained of its 
"^ pofl'effions. This meafure was fo evidently cou- 
" trary to every principle of ju ft ice and common ho- 
" neily, that it wa? not eafy to find a man fo totally 
" loft to every fentiment of humanity as to bring it 
'f forward. This fecond Judas was at lafi found in 
*' the College of the Apoflles. This wa^j Talleyrand 
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** Perigord, Biftiop ot' Autun. This Pcrigord pof-. 

all the vices of a Jew." — • 



*' fctlcd all the biilenefs. 
See Hift. of the French 
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ergy, page 15. 



To obtain the faiiciion of the people to this art, 
they were told that the wealth of the Church would 
not only pay off the national debt, but render taxes 
in future unnecefDiry. No deception was ever lb 
barefaced as this ; but even this was nut wanted ; 
for the people ihemfclves had nlready beirun to tatte 
the fweets of plunder. Avarice tempted the trading 
part of the nation to approve of the mratltre. At 
the time of palling the decree ihey were teen among 
the Jirfi: to applaud it. They iliw an eafy mean of 
obtaining thole fine rich ctiafe?, the poirefiion of 
which they had, perhap^j long cnvcto.!. In vaia 
tbey were told, that the purchalcr wouUl partake iu 
the infamy of the robbery ; that, it Ihc title of the 
coraTnaunities could not render property fecure, that 
Ikme property could never be fecure under any title 
the plunderers could give. In vain were ihey told, 
that in fandtiomng the feizme of the wealth of 
others, they were iTaniitinning the feizurc of their 
own, whenever thai all-devouring rannlter, the fo- 
vereign people, fhould call on them for it. In vain 
were they told all this: they purchaled: they favv 
with plealure the plundered Clergy driven from their 
dwellings ; but Icarcely had they taken poffellion of 
their ill-gotten wealth, when not only that, but the 
remains of their other property, were wrenched from 
them. Since that we have (een decree ttpon decree 
launched forth againft the rich: their account- books 
have been fubmitted to public examination; they 
have been obliged to give drafts for the funds they 
poffeffed even in foreign countries ; all their letters 
have been intercepted and read. How many hun- 
dreds of them have we fccn led to the fcafFold, 
merely becaufe they were proprietors of whiit their 
' ^vereign Hood in need of I Thele were ac'its of uO; 
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I eitampled tyranny ; but as they refpedlcd (he perfons 
who applauded the fcizure of the eftates of the Church, 
I they were ferfeiily juji. Several of thefe avaricious 
[purchaters have been murdered within (lie walls of 
jihofe buildings, whence they had alTifted to drive 
[the lawful proprietors: this was Ju^: it was the 
[meafure they had meted to others. They Ihared the 
[fate of the injured Clergy, without fharing the pity 
diich that fate excited. When dragged forth to 
lughter in their turn, they were left without even 
Ithe right of complaining ; the lafl Itab of the alfaffiti 
j-was accompanied witli the cutting refle<£tion tliat it 
was//i/?. 

V I have dwelt the longer on this rubjeiH', as it is, 
fperhaps, the moft ftriking and raoft awful example 
©f the coiifequcnces of a violation ot property, that 
the world ever faw. Let it fcrve to warn all thofe 
I who wifli to raife their fortunes on the ruhi of others, 
that fooner or later thdr own turn mufl come. 
From this aft of the Conftituent Aflembly we may 
date the violation, in France, of every right that raen 
ought to hold dear. Hence the feizure of all the 
gold and filver, as the property of the nation ; hence 
the law preventing the fon to claim the wealth of his 
fether; hence the abominable tyranny of requifi-r 
tions J and hence thoufands and thoutands ot* the 
murders that have difgraceJ unhappy France. 

Since the feizure of the Church eftates there has 
not, in faft, been any fuch thing as private property 
in France ; for, tTiough the Conflituent Aiiembly 
did not pafs a decree of thts import, they knew per^ 
fectly well how to pafs decrees and eftablifh regula- 
tions amounting to the fame thing. Some of their 
enormous contributions on the rich were called /)a- 
trio i'tc gifts ; but he who vefofcd to pay the g'tfis in- 
lerted in the lift, knew he had but a few hours to live. 
The money and jewels- dcpofitcd a,t the bar of thp 
Aflembly and on the altar of the country, amounted 
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to immcnfe fums. Thefe wire held out as a proof 
of agenrral approbation of their meafu res ; but had 
the AHemblv been Candid, they would have cod fdfed 
that thcle oiferings were the pure efFedl of fear, of a 
panic that hadleized all the proprietors in the nation, 
and that each giver's hatred to their caufe might b^ 
meafured by tlie him he depoflled. It was not a grate- 
ful irec-wiU offering, but a facrifice that the trem- 
bling WR'tch came to offer at the ihrine of tyranny, 
in order to favc his houfe from the flanles, or his 
Own h'^ad, or that of Ibmc derir relation or parent, 
from 1I1C fcaffbld. Could a man, reduced to afls 
like this, be laid to poflefs anj' thing ? 

The fucccifors of the Confiitucnt AfTcmbly laid 
afide the malK, as no loucier nccefTary, On the 13th 
of March, 1794, all the merchants of Bourdeaux 
(known tor one of the moft iiifiimoufly pnlriotic 
towns in the kingdom) were arrelicd in one day, 
and condemned, in prefence of the guillotine, to a 
fine of pne hundred millions of French livres, upwards 
of four millions fleriing. On the 18th of Aprd, the 
rich Banker, LaBorde, after having pun-luftd /lis life 
eight /i/fii'Sy was guillotined, and the remainder of 
his riche;, confifcated. On the loth of May, twenty- 
fevcn rich P'armcrs- general were executed, becaulQ 
thev had amafled riches under the monarchy. Finally, 
on the 27th of June, all property, of whatever dc-^ 
fcription, was decreed (o belong to the nation, and was 
put in a fhate of requifttion accordingly, as the per- 
Jhns of the whole of the inhabitants had been before. 

The milk-and-water admirers of the ContHtuent 
AfTemhly pretend to be fhocked at thefe meafures ; 
but what are thefe meafures more than an improve- 
ment on Ihofe of that Ailenihly ? 1 lie progrefs was 
not only natural, but even neceflary to the fupport 
of the revolution. Had there been fiill Church 
eftales to feize, and monks to murder, it is probable 
^hat the tyrants who have fuccceded the Conflitu-^ 
L ent 
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cnt Aflemblf, would not have furpaffed their pre* 
deceiibrs ; hut tJiat Ibiircc being exhaufted, they 
wcreobhgcd to find out otliers, or return to order and 
obedience. And I llioiild be glad to know, if the 
property of one individual, or one focicty, was be- 
come the pro}icrty of the ibvcrcign people by virtue 
of a decree of one Affembly, why the fame claim 
I lliould not be made to the property of other indivl- 
> duals, or other focielies. Nor can I believe, what- 
[cver atheifis and dcifts may fay to the contrary, 
Ithat it was any more urijuft to guillotine bankers 
and merchants, or even members of the Conilituent 
►Affembly, than to guillotine or maffacre poor, de- 
fencelefs, friendlefs pricfts. There is fuch an inti- 
mate connexion between the lecurity of property, 
and that of the perfon to whom that property be- 
floDgs, that one can never be faid to be fafc, wiiilo 
^ihc other is in danger. Tyrant princes, tyrant allcm- 
[llies, or tyrant mobs, when once they are fuftercd to 
takeaway with impunity theproperty of the innocent 
[.man, will feel little fcruple at takingavvay his lifealfo. 
I'Rohbcry and murder are the natural auxiliaries of 
teach other; and, with a people rendered ferocious 
[ and hardened by an infidel fyfiem, that removes alt 
' fear of an hereafter, they muft for ever be inse- 
parable. 

Ecfpre the decree was pafled for theafTumptlon of 
the eftatcsof the regular Clergy, every calumny that 
falfehood could invent, and every vexation that ty- 
ranny could enforce, were employed to debafc the 
whole body of the Clergy, and the religion they 
^l^ught. Songs and caricatures were fung, or hawked 
about, by fharaelels ftrumpcts in the pay of the Af- 
fembly. In thefe not only the clerical funftions, and 
I the lives of the Clergy, were ridiculed, but even th« 
I life of Jefus Chrifi: and the Virgin Mary. The in- 
' f arnation of our Saviour became the llibjeft of a 
\ farce, in the fmutty langtiagc of Parifian iifliwomen. 
' WhQ 
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Who were the cbaraflers in this larcc, I leave llw 
ftiuddcriog reader to conceive. 

A decree, in form of an invhtition *, was tfTucJ, 
for bringing the gold and filver from (he cliurchcs 
to the mint. It was well known, thit there were 
none of thcfe metals in the churches, except the 
vafes, the crucifixes, and other fymbols, hitheito 
held facred. What an cffecl the coiniDg up of thefe 
muft have on the minds of the giddy muUItude, is 
not difficult to imagine. Many, liowcver, evoii of 
the mod depraved, felt a momentary horror ; but 
this horror the Aflembly knew how to do away. 
Hundreds, I miglft fay thoufands of abandoned 
fcribbicrs were employed to propagate the new prin- 
ciples. Tlieir little filthy clitlics were fpread throiigk' 
all the departments, at the expenfc of the natiori. 
Some of thcfe were catcchifms in rhyme, in which the 
Conftittition was fubliituted for God, the Afl'embW 
for the taints, and both recommended to the adora- 
tion of the French patriots. Tlie Journal, or Letter, 
as it was called, of Pere dn Chene, written by oae 
Hebert, and of which, .it is faid, fifiy thoufand 
copies were ftruck off daily, was lt;nt into the towns 
and villages by the carriers of the decrees of ilic 
Affembly, This Hebert, whofe (trumpet has lloce 
been adored at Paris as the Goddefs of Realbn, was 
a profelVed atheitt. His journal coiltaincd themoft 
'outrageous abufe of all that was refpeiiable and 
facredj interlarded with oaths and execrations with- 
out number. I have one now before me, which has 
for title: " Leitre du veritable Pin- Ju Cketic-, bjitgre- 
** mmt Patriotic^' — inEnglilh : " Letter of the "true 



• " Invitations from fupcriors," fap fume one, " favour 
* ftronffly of commands." This ftrss fo much the c^^e, m the pre- 
fenc inftanw, that the prieft who dared to dilobey, was ftirc t(} 
cjtpiate his difobedience with his life. The magitUates often en- 
tered the church and feizcd the chalices on the aliar, during the 
^cgt cbrauoa of the mats. ' Sucli arc revolutionary in-jitation^ ! 
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the highcfl in that ancient lown, and for hundreds of 
ars tlie pride of its inhabitanls, was ibid to n Jew 
Dunkirk, lor ihc pitiful fum of 20,000 French 
livres in afiignafs, not moi'e than 200 pounds fler- 
['^ingt nor half the coft of one of the pillars. This 
;auttful edifice, by the fpirc of which the town 
& known at a great diflance, had been chofcn for 
^dcftrU(3ro^, that the humiliation of religion might 
vbe tlie more firiltiug. It met with fuch treatment as 
^might bcexpe<5tcd Iroin the hands of an infidel. Its 
Jofty fpire was tumbled to the earth in lets than a. 
i.tnoiith ; the body of the church was turned into a 
RTope-walk ; and the Jiw proprietor, to complete the 
l»dq*radalion of Chriftianity, left a rcprcfentatton of 
[tthe Lord's Supper uncfFaced in the chancch What 
kiuufl be the grief, what the indignation of the think- 
ing and pious part of the inhabitants of St. Omcr's, 
ms to fee their favourite church, the fan&tiary of 
iheir God, and the God of their fathers, delivered, 
kfor a bundle of depreciated paper-money, into the 
Wiands of a dcfccndaut of the murderers of Him to 
iwhofe worJhip it was confecrated ! 

To give the reader a -juft idea of the ribaldry, of 
Hhc fccncs of brutal impiety, exhibited at the pillage 
^of the convents, is totally impoffible, A dozen or 
►two of carts rattling along with a Commiflary at 
^their head, followed by an efcort of raggamuffins, 
: decorated with a bit of thrcc-colourcd riband, and 
irmcd with hammers, axes, crow-bars, and fpades, 
(generally formed the corps for fuch an expedition. 
I Hardly were the doors opened, when the vaults 
rrang witii tlieir iiamniering and their oaths. Tu a 
few hours the whole was gutted. The decorations 
•of the fdtar, the prit-fia' vcifmcnts, ftatucs, pic- 
torcfi, books, manuiinripts, the niotl precious pieces 
Jof antiquity, the prodnftions of long and laborious 
'■lives of Uudy, were liauled away as lb muchrub- 
hifh. The paintings on the doors, .walls, ceilings, 
a and 
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and other fixtures, were effaced or disfigured : the 
fury of the enlightened rulTians defcended even to 
the graves of tlie deceafed fathers. 

At the expulfion of the nuns, the conduiTt of the 
revolution! lis was, if poffible, ft ill more fwinifh 
and cruel. While the gibing Commiflary pulled 
afidc their veils to examini; their faces, his black- 
guard attendants congratulated them on the plea^ 
Jitres they were going to enjoy in the world, and this 
in a language calculated to raife a blufh on the 
cheek of a common fl reet-walker. They feemed to 
enjoy their tears, and even to make fome facrifices 
to augment them. Had any one a piece of needle- 
work which the wifhed to prcferve, it was rent to 
pieces before her face- A ftnging-blrd that had the 
misfortune to have been the companion of the foli- 
tary hours of its raiflrefs, was fure to be taken from 
her and killed. To thefe dejefled and defencclefi 
females every infult and indignity was offered, not 
forgetting the lafl: of which beaftly libertines can be 
guilty. 

In a country where the crucifix was fent to the 
mint; where churches were put up at au£lion ; where 
the half- worn caflbck, the furplice, and the veil, 
made part of the aflbrtmcnt of a dealer in old 
clothes, and were expofed to public falc on the 
market-place; where the minifiers of the Gofpel 
were fcofFed at, reviled, and frequently murdered 
with as little ceremony as one would kill a dog ; 
where the molt daring blafphemies were uttered and 
publifhed, and fpread through the country, not only 
with the permiffion of its governors, but by thelf 
direfiion ; in a country where all this was prac- 
tifed, religion could not be of long duration. Re- 
ligion, and even the Catholic religion, did, how- 
ever, Itill fubJift in France, at leaft in form. Thfc 
Aflembly had as yet palfed no pofitive decree for its 
abolition. They had robbed the Church, had ftrip- 
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ped its altars, and degradf d its minifters ; but ftill 
the moft pioLis and active of tliofe minifters were 
left in the exercife of their fun«5lions. The paro- 
chial Clergy, though deprived of the tithes, had a 
ilipend allowed them. They yet remained with 
their parlthioners, many of whom, indeed nearly 
all the elderly and fober part of them, continued as 
firmly attached to their paftors, as at any former 
period. 

Things were not fufFered to remain long in this 
flate. The Conflituent AfTembly well Icnew, that 
they and religion couid never exill for any length of 
time in the fame country. The parochial Clergy 
were men of talents and indufiry. They generally 
decided all the little difputes between their pa- 
rifliioncrs ; to which amiable capacity they often 
joined that of phylician or furgeon ; and thefe their 
beneficent tervices were always rendered without fee 
or reward. Even the atheifts and delfts themielves 
had repeatedly acknowledged their virtuous mo~ 
defly, and the great utility they were of to the com- 
munity at large. Such a body of men, immove- 
ably attached to the religion they taught, was truly 
formidable to the new tyrants. Religion had re- 
ceived a icvere blow ; but if thefe men retained 
theii' cures, it might recover. Nay, what was fl ill 
more dreadful, the monarchy itfelf might recover 
along with it ; and it is not difficult to conceive, 
how an idea like this muft haunt the minds of the 
pupils of the favagc and imperious Diderot, who 
hoped to fee "tlie lafl of kings ftrangled with the 
" guts of the lail of priefts." In fliort, the paro- 
chial Clergy were the only men on earth they had 
now to fear, and thefe they got rid of by a ftrata- 
gem worthy of an Aflembly, the leaders of which 
joined to the moll hardened wickedncfs the pro- 
foundeft dillimulation. 

They 
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I'hey laid afide the Rights of Man, together with 
the famous Conftitution, from which they took the 
adjundl: to their name, and which we have lince 
leen burnt by the hands of the common hangman 
(or rather' common guillotiner)^ in that very city of 
Paris, where it had been ilTued amidd tbeapplaufes, 

'and even adorations of the populace. They laid 
afide the difcuflion of this intirument of fhortlived 
and ridiculous memory, to draw up another, which 
they werepleafedto call " the Civic Conftitution of 
the Clergy." They were conftitution-mad, abfo- 
lately frantic. 

It might be fufHcient to fay of this latter conflitu- 
.tioi), that it was juft as fubverfive of religion as the 
other conflitution was of every principle of govern- 
ment and found policy. They knew it to be in direft 

. oppolition to the very natute of the Catholic reli- 
^on : yet they had the aiTurance to tell the people, 
that it was not ; they even went (o far as to proteft, 
■that they would live and die in the religion of their 
forefathers, at the very moment when , they , were 
taking the fureft meafure in the world for deftroying 
it. They were led to this hypocritical declaration 
from a fear that the body of the people were not yet 
ripe for a total abolition of religion ; and. as we 
ihall fee in the fequel, this fear was not entirely un- 
founded. By perfuading the people that nothing 
was intended againtl their faith, they had an addi- 
tional handle againft the Clergy, by reprefenting 
them as unfriendly to their " Civil Conflitution," 
merely becaufe it wasncceflary tothefupport of the 
Rights of Man. 

This inftrument did not, however, pafs into a 
law without confiderable reliftance. , There were 
yet fome honeft and virtuous men even among the 
members of the Conftituent Aflembly. Thefe had 
remained with them, not to aid in overturning the 
Government, and effedting the dreadful revolution 

o 2 that 
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that has Unce rendered the country a daughter^ 
houib, but to oppofe thedeftru<5tive meafures of the 
philofophers, and, if poiUblet fave the Unking' 
Hate.' ' At the head of thefe was the learned and elo- 
quent Abbe Mauiy. He oppofed this ** Civil Con- 
flituti<Ma/* Wfthall the powers of reafoning and all 
the charms of eloquence : but it was caAing pearls 
before fwine. When was an atheift open to oonvic> 
tion ? The decree pailed, and was foon after fol- 
lowed by another, obliging the Clergy to fwear to 
obierve and maintain tl^e *' Civil Conflitution.*' 
This oath they could not take without breaking that 
which they had taken at entering into the prieft- 
hood ; and that the Aflembly had evfcry reafon to 
fuppofe they would not do. Whether they did ot 
not, however, the end of theit tyrants was anfwcr- 
cd •• if they refiifed, they were to be driven from 
their livings; if they complied, they mufl: be look- 
ed upon as apoftates, and be dcfcrtcd by all thofe 
who were flill attached to them. In either cafe the 
tottering remains of religion muft come to the 
ground. The Clergy, and indeed the whole nation, 
and all Europe, faw the real objeA of this inhuman 
and impious decree ; but the Affembly, furrounded 
with their tnlightened myrmidons, the Parifian mob> 
bid defiance to earth and Heaven. 

Generally fpeaking, the Clergy were rcfolved not 
to take the oatli. " Lofe no time," faid the Abb6 
Maury, " in the delivery of your challenge. By 
" ihedding our blood, ytou may ingratiate your- 
" fclves with your conftituents. Lofe, then, not 
"- a fingle moment. Your vidliras are here ; they 
"<« are ready. To their torments add not that of 
*' fufpenfe. Why not vote at once for our execu- 
" tion, glut your hatred, and quench for a little 
*« jour thirft for Wood ? Haften, I fay, while the 
*• power is in your hands ; for remember, I now 
" iottit\, yotir reign tvi/l h of J^ort duration.'* 

^ Thill, 
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This prophetic addrefs, which we have feen fo 
fully vei vied, fcrved only to inflame. Eight days 
only were given the Clergy to determine on compli- 
ance orrefufal, during which no liratagecn that bafe 
and degenerate tyranny could dcvite, was left unef- 
Jayed to intimidate them. This was ever their prac- 
tice, when ihey had an important blow to llrike. 
Rochefouciiult, formerly a dul^, declared, at the 
time the decree for the feizure of the monafteries 
was under deliberation, that " ihe lives of the h'ljhofs 
" and prieftsf in llm AJJ'emhlyy defended upon the 
" faffing of if ;" and, in order to filence all thofe 
who dppoled it, a lift of their names was ftuck up 
on the walls, with a promife of a reward of 
" twelve hundred livres i(/ arty patriot who would aj-- 
*' fajjinate Mew."— According to this laudable cuf- 
tom, this inftance of French liberty, when the day 
for taking the oath, or, as it was well termed, 
" the forfwearing day," arrived, the Aflembly took 
care to call in the aid of the filliwomen and mob. 
*' To the lamp-pnji with the nonjuring hifiops and 
*' priejis /" was echoed from the ilreets and the gal- 
leries. The ruffians were prepared for murder, and 
were howling for their prey, like ib many wolves 
round 3 fheepfold. 

Let the reader imagine himfelf in the fituation of 
one of thefe unfortunate clergymen ; an oath of 
apoflacy before him, and a halter behind his back j 
and then let him give me his opinion of the Rights of 
Man. 

This, did not intimidate the Clergy j only thirty of 
whom could be prevailed on to fubmit, and thefe 
were already known to have abandoned their reli- 
gion. When the oath was tendered to the Bilhop 
of Agen, '* Gentlemen," lays he, " I lament, not 
*' the lots of my fortune ; but there is another lols 
*' which 1 ihould ever lament, the lofs of your 
" elleem and my faith, I could not fail to lol'e 

03 « both. 
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•* both, if r took tlie oath now propofed to mc/* 
1'lie old Bifliop of Poiclicrs, fearing lie might lofe 
|fo lair an opportunily of bearing tcfliruony of hi^l 
[iincerity, advanced to ihe tribune, and calling on thej 
tPrclident to com tn and filciice ; " Gentlenit n," ^^'•^jl 
fjhe, '* I am feventy years old ; I have been tlilrty 1 
p' 3'ears abifhcp: i will never difgjpce my gray hairs'! 
)** byan oath of apollacy," Upon this manly decla- 
ration of the reverend old prelatr",- the Clergy rote' 
from their feats, thanked him for his example, and 
told tfie Aflembly he had cxprefTed their uiupimous 
ifentimcnts. 

Not being a Roman Catholic, 1 hope I fhall boj 
exculed, when I freely declare, that 1 much quef.1 
.lion, whether the muiifiers of any Proteflant com- 
munion, in a moment fo terrible, furrounded witi 
-alfairms, and without a fingle friend, would have 
iho'KnJiick a noble intrepidity. " They have lof 
*' their money," faid the profligate Mirabeau, on^ 
this occafion, *' Int ihey have Jave^ their honour *."' 

And^ 



* Doctor Priefttey (Faft Sermon of 1794, page 46) fays, 
" When 1 was mjfelf in France, in 1774, 1 iaw lufficient reafon 
•' to believe, liiix hardly auy pir fan of eminence^ m church 01 Rate, 
*' and efpecially in the leafl degree eminent in phihfe^hy or lite- 
" ratnrc, wss a believer in Chrirtianity j and no pcrion will fupT 
" pofe that there has been any change in favour ot' Chriflianity in 
'• the loft tmnity yctirs"-^The Doftor ivill allow, 1 luppofe, that 
bifliofis are " peifons of eminerui in the chvnh ;" if he does, it 
jH^W pppear that he knew but very liitle of thofe of the French 
_4jjun;h, and that he fornted a very rafh opinion (to fay the beft of 
it) concerning their belief in Chriflianity j for, of on? hundvtd and 
thirty-eight bifliops, only four, tianielj', Talleyrand, Brier ne, Ja- 
raDte, andGdbet, took the oath of apoftacy. But, he will fay, I 
meant " thofc tmincnt m philsjcfljy and literature.'* Ah i eminent 
m fhilefafhy ! here he is right. No, no 1 not one of the f hile/b- 
tbical diniinfshi.Wt'vtA in Chriflianity; they looked upon Chrill 
as the Unitarians do ; that is, as a fort of " teai;her :" bnt, to the 
honour of the French bifliops, there were but four of thefc philo- 
fophers aniongft them. As to the other buntired ^nd thirty, if they 
ba^vc not given a proof of iheir belief, I jliguld be glad to know 

from 
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Andj if this was the cale, what had the Afltinbly 
done? If, to pnfervs honotir, it was neceHaryto re- 
fute an obedience to iheir decrees, what tort of de- 
crees ronflttiofe be i" 

The AffemWy weredjfconcerted by this firm re- 
fiflance on ttie part of the Clergy ; they knew the 
Clergy in geperal would never lajte the oath, but 
they did not imagine that thofe amongft thciplclves 
would, ainidft the vocifcnitiuns of their cannibals, 
have the courage to give iuch a pofitive denial. For 
a moment they felt abaJbed ; but they were gone 
too far lo tliink of retreating. The apoltate Abbe 
Gregoire, whom we have fince fecn amongft the or- 
ganizers of a Pagan feftival, was^ on this occafion. 



from the DoAor, what proof he will pleafe to be fatisfied with. — ■ 
Their refufttl to take the oath could be dictated by nothing but 
their belief in Chriftianity, and tlierr determinntion not to difho- 
tiour it. Had not this been the cafe, they woujd have taken the 
oaths, and preferved their fortunes. Tbey were in a country 
where the mob do noi, like thofe nf Birmingham, content them- 
fetves with the execution of an ejigy ; they execute the perfon. 
Yet they remaitjed at their port : they did not tltcamp in Hif^ife, 
Even if they efcape the knives of die cut-throats, they know that 
poverty, beggary, a lingering exiftence, muft be the prite of their 
^•efufaf. Thej' could not hrin^ an aHien againj} the city ef Paris : 
no i/ijmijfw are granted by a juiy in that country. They could 
not preach and prate ttgrntifl tht Gevernmtnt wiih impunity ; they 
ceFuld not traiisfer t&eir property, and emi^r,irtia tpen diiy. There arc 
fnch tliitigs as uational guards, municipalities, paflporls, hatters, 
^aggers, knives, drowning-lioats, 3.^d the rightt of man, in France. 
, We have fince feen feveral of thefe bifhops, or men " ot eininent-.c 
•' in the church," refufe, with the blomly poniards at their 
breafts, to take this oath. vVould they bave^oiie this, had they 
been what Dotflor Prieftlcy h^s reprcfcnted them :o he ?— Would 
they have done this, had they been atheifta or deifts ? — Nay, 
■would they have done this, had they been Unitarians ? — If we are 
to judge from the conduft of the Doctor, they would not,— I will 
not take upon me to fay, that the philotophicpl political divina 
meant to propagate an atrocious ca' 11 mny by tliis fermon o^ Ins: 
I (Iiould only obferve, that the fermon was preached long after the 
French bifliopt had given thefe undeniable proofs of their faitiiand 
jfncerity. 

o 4 chofen 
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cholen to convince the Clergy, that the oath roight 



b« taken, without 



any 



violation of their faith. 



After this, in order to deprive the Clergy of an op- 
portunity of defending their opinion'! in oppolition 
to the oath, they were ordered to advance and take 
it at once. This decree had no eftcdt : not a maa 
advanced. Now the matter was brought to a point : 
the decree for enforcing the oath muft be repealed, 
or the Clergy mufl be driven from their livings, an(J 
thofe in the Affembly from their feats. It is hardly 
necefl'ary to fay tliat the latter was adopted : one 
tyrannical meafure is the natural and inevi}able con- 
fcquence of another. 

A decree was now pafled for the expulfion of all 
the nonjuring bithops and priefts, and for the 
choofing of others in their flead. From this day, it 
may be faid, there was no fuch thing as an efta- 
hlillied religion in France. The axe had long been 
laid to the root of the tree ; it was ready to fall, and 
this ftroke levelled it with the earth. 

Had the difpute been about this or that tenet ; 
bad the oath been impofed with an intention of ex- 
changing one religion for another, the cafe would 
have been different j the expulfion might have 
taken place without any very conflderable injury to 
the morals of the people. But the flruggle was 
that of religion againft irreligion, that of Chritlia- 
nity againft atheifm, 

It was (I hope it is fo no longer) the opinion of 

kDoiSor Priefiley, and many other phslofof>himl di- 
virieSi that any change whatever was preterablc to the 
continuation of the Catholic religion in France. 
There is a paffage in Moore's Journal, which con- - 
tains fo complete an anfwer to every thing thcfe 
gentlemen have advanced qn tliis fubjed, that I am 
jurprjfed, conlidcring the principles of the Journa- 
lift, antl his corapauion Laiidcidalc, that it ever 
found a place in that volume. 
^ The 



<( 



(( 



FEBRUARY, 1796. 

The DoiSorj being in Abbeville, met with a Pro- 
teftant clergyman, whom he congratulated on the 
deliverance of himfeif and his brethren from the 
vexation of Romifli perfecution. The clergyman 
feemed to lament, that along with the fpirit of per- 
fecution, that of religion daily diminiftied. "Upon 
*< which," fays the Doiflor, '' I obferved, that, as 
*' nothing could be more oppofite to true religion 
*' than a fpirit of perfecution, the former, It was to 
*' be hoped, would return without the latter; hut, 
*' in the mean time, the Proteftants were happy in 
" not only being tolerated in the exercite of their 
*' religion, but alfo in being rendered capable of 
** enjoying every privilege and advantage which thq 

Catholics theroielves enjoy, 

*' "We are not allowed thole advantages, refumed 

the clergyman, from any regard they bear to our 

religion, but from a total indifference to tlielr 
" own. 

*' Whatever may be the canfc, replied I, the ef- 
" fe£t is the fame with regard to you. 

" No, faid he, the effed might be better, not 
" only with refpe£lto us, but to all France : for the 
** fpirit of perfecution might have difappcared, 
" without an indifference for all religion coming in 
" its place : and in that cafe there would have been 
*' more probability of the true religion gaining 
** ground ; for it is ealicr to draw men from an er- 
" roneous dodrine to a true one, than to iraprefs 
*' the truths of religion on minds which defpife alt 
*' religion whatever. 

" But though you may not be able to make con- 
** verts of them, I replied, iiill you may live liappy 
" among them, in the quiet pollcffion of your own 
" religion, and all your other advantages. 

" I doubt it much, refumed he ; being perfuaded 
*' that, in a country where religious fenliments are 
^ effaced from the minds of the bulk of the people. 
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** crimes of the dcepeft guilt will prevail in fpitc of, 
*' all the reftraints of jaw." 

How fully, alas! has the opinion of this good 
clergyman been confirmed ! Here we fee a man 
living upon llie fpot, a Frenchman and a Proteftant, 
lamenting the decay q( the Catholic religion, an4 
trembling for the confequcnces. This man plainly 
perceived the drift of the philofophiral Icgiflators : 
he faw that the dcfiruflion of all religion was their 
objeift, while lliey pretended to be corrc^ling its 
abules. Very far was he from faying with our 
zealous reformers, " that any change was preferable 
" to the continnation of po[>cry ;" and yet, I think^ 
wc ought to allow Iilm to be as much iiiterefted in 
a change, and as good a judge of its conveniencies 
and inconvenieiiciLS, as pertbns on this lide the fca ; 
except, indeed, that he might not be mf'igJiiened by 
the rays of modern philofopljy *. 

^>om this "digreflion wc mull return to the t%~ 



I 



• Some of the Frenrh PmteRints, however, difff:red widely 
from this good man. The Calviriftt of Nimes began maffacreing 
the Catholics at an earty period of tlie revohition, i;nder the pre- 
text that they were mijifttriits. About fix hunr'tal jierfons, of 
both tees and of all ages, were butchered in their houfes, in the 
itreets and public fqnares, before they conld even fufpeft their 
danger. TlieiV nionfters attarked the convent of the Capnchins, 
forced it open, and jjurfued the venerable fathers out o f their dor- 
mi tor irs and cells. Five of them were left wdtering in their 
btod at the altar's foot. One of thefe, a very old man, craved 
five minutes while he committed his foul to Gofi. The cool and 
deliberate vilJains granted his reqneft. The intended butcher held 
a piftot it^ onf hand, and a watch in the other, and when the five 
minutes were expired, fliot him through the head.— -5« Hifl. ef 
l/ji: Frc«i& Chrgy^ fiage 7 1, Frmch editian. 

This faft fully proves that Proteftants can be as cr\icl as Ca- 
tholics. Let us not, then, imagine that wc are fee u re from events 
of this kind, merely becaufe the Catholic reh^ion is not cftabliflicd 
here. It was not a zeal for the Calvinifticnl religion that led 
the IVoteilants of Nimes to cominit thefe afls of b,irbarity : their 
Icniveswere poiiited, not ngain{t Catholics, as fuch, but asdr^on 
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pulfed Clergy. The parifh priefts generally followed 
the example of their billiops in refufing to take their. 
oath. Others were, of courle, appointed to replace 
them. Talleyrand Peri^ord, whom we have feen 
propoling the afiuraption of the Church eltates, 
was now become a Ibrt of Pope to the modern 
Church, and was bufily employed laying unholy 
hands on the heads of the new biihops. Gohei^ 
one of the four biihops who had forfworn (hem- 
ftlves, was rewarded for his apofl acy by the bi (hop- 
ric of Paris. Vagabond philofophical abbes, who 
had never been able to obtain admittance into the 
I pricfthood under the old government, were now 
not only accepted, but fought after. To thefe were 
gddcd tlie fccular priefls and monks who had apol- 
tati^ed. ^veii ijie wretches who had been expulfcd 
from their cures, or orders, for irregular or criminal 
(jonduft, were now called in from Germany and the 
|liOW Countries. What a fight muft it be, to thofc 
who yet prefcrved fome refpe^t for llicir religion and 
their country, to fee thefe fl rollers, with their ftrum- 
pets at their heels, returning to lake on ihem the 
care of the morals and fouls of a numerous people ! 
After all, the number of apoitates was infuiiicient; 
a great many parifhes remained without any prief^ 
^t all. 

The inftalmcqt of the new pricfls was commonly, 
not to fay always, attended with tumult and vio- 
lence. Many of their predcceffors were knocked 
down, flubbed, or fhot, at their church doors, the 
day, or day after, they had refufed to conform. 
The priefl of the village of Spet-Saux, while he was 
explaining to his parifh ioners his reafons for refuling 
to take the oath, received a mulket-ball in his 
hreaft, aqd tumbled 4cad from the pulpit into the 
ailie. 

Where there was np refinance but on the part of 
the priefl, an aflailination put an end to the ftrug- 
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glc: but, in ibrae places, the vefiivdnce was more 
general. The parifhioners were divided ; one part 
the champions of the apoflatc, and the other thofe 
ot' llie old priert. Churchtime was the moinent 
for deciding ihefe difputes, and the churchyard the 
field of adHon. Thcfe affrays were often hloody; 
TiiStory fometimes leaned to the fide of juttice ; but, 
as the apoftatc appeared in pcrfon at the head of 
his troops, as he had the young people generally on 
his fide, and always the mob and municipal officers, 
with their national guards, he fcldooj failed to keep 
the Beld. Some of thefe wretches have been itren 
condu6^ed to the altar to the found of drums and 
trumpets, at the very moment when their partifans 
were murdering on the outfide of the church. 

The expelling of the parochial Clergy tried the 
real tentiments of the body of the French people 
RK>re than any one ad of their tyrants ever did, be- 
fore or fjnce. Generally fpeaking, the trial was 
honourable to them ; for, if we except Paris, and 
forac other places immediately under the influence 
of tlie revolutionary clubs, tliey wifhed to retain 
their ancient paftors, and did not fcruple to declare 
that wifb, notwithflanding the vociferations of 
hundreds of mob in the pay of the Affetnbly ; not- 
witbftanding alt ihofe petty afTeniblies of fubaltern 
tyrants, called municipal officers, who came to 
order them to receive an apoftate in tlie name of the 
laiD; notwithllanding thoufands of fpieii and aflal- 
linSj ever ready to betray and murder them; in 
tpite of all thefe, whole parillies flocked round their 
priefts, prcflcd them to continue, followed them to 
the fields, and left the apoftatcs to fay mafs to the 
bare walls. Many of the latter, though they con- 
tinued to receive the revolutionary falary for up- 
wards of two years, never could boafl of above three 
or four voluntary hearers. 

Wherever this obfiinate attachment: to religior^ 

appeared^ 
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B^ppeared, the AfTembly knew how fo make the re- 
frai^ory foel their authority. True tyrants, they 
fiifTercd no one to thwart their will with impunity. 
Property, honour, confcience, all muft yield to their 
ful tanic decrees 1 

Condorcet, the atheift Cordorret, propofed fla- 
gellation ; and this was pretty commonly inflit^ed 
on the women and children who afUftcd at (he 
mafTes of the nonjuring Clergy. Tlie Abbe Barruel 
(page 79 of the French edition) tells ns, that three 
fillers of one of the charity-houfes at Paris expired 
under the rods of the aflaflins. Ungrateful mon- 
fters ! The lives of thefe women had been totally de- 
voted to the (ervice of the fick, the lame, and the 
blind. By their vow they were excluded from the 
pleafures of the world, without being excluded from 
its pains. They had made a voluntary furrender of 
all they poflTeiTcd) had alfumed the garb, and fub- 
mitted to the aufterities of the raonaflic life, in 
order to devote themfclves to the mournful occupa- 
tion of attending on the poor who laboured under 
infirmities. It was faid, they did this to fecure them- 
felves a place in heaven ; and moft certainly they 
took the fureft way. 1 feel a rehittance to call inch 
people fuperftitious ; for, if they were fo, tljeir fu- 
perftition was of a moft amiable kind, and fnrely 
nothing thort of the principles of ibis hrllilh revo- 
lution coufd have hardened the hearts of men to 
(courge them to dealli, and that merely bcnaufe they 
would not dltgrace ihemtelvcs by receiving the fa- 
cramcnt from thcrontamiiiatcd handsof an apoJiatc, 

It were eiidlcfs to enumerate all the different 
forts of [>er(ccution exercifcd again it tbote who ri'- 
mained attaclicd to tlieir rehgion. Little childrci* 
were lieaten half to death ; the hair and ears of wo- 
men were cut oft"; they were nioutjtt'd on a ties, 
and led about in the moft iinftrnih' and lho( king 
gtiife. The inftance ot'Jubn Cantabol dcfcrvcs par- 
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ticular notice. Cantabcl was an honell; peafanf^ 
fincerely attached to the rch'gion of his fathers. He 
happened to have a Httle catechiiia» which had been 

Eublifhed by the nonjuriug Clergy ; it was found in 
is l^ufe : and this was a fufScient crime. A com- 
mittee of municipal officers ordered the.catechifm to 
be burnt; a great fire was made; Cantabcl was 
brought forth, and commanded to throw the bouk 
into it. ** No," fays the hcroie peaiant, *• it con- 
*• tains the principles of my religion ; it has been 
« my guide and my comfort, and it now gives me 
** the courage to tell you, that I will never commit 
*• it to the flames." Upon this he was threatened, 
but ilill he remained refolute. One of the ruffians 
feized a flaming torch, and held it under his hand. 
** Burn on," faid he ; *♦ you may burn not only my 
** hand, but my whole body, before I will do any 
" thing to difhonbur my religion." He vas after- 
wards mounted on a horfe, his back to the head, 
and the tail in his hand, and was thus conduced 
about amidft the fhouts of the rabble, llie vile 
wretches, when tired with their fport, fufFered him 
to creep home more dead than alive.' This is the 
hherly of cotifcience in the " Age of Reafon /" This is 
the toleration we might expedl from atheifls, from 
Ihofe infidel philofophers who are continually ex- 
clainhing againfi the prejudices of theif forefathers, 
and againfl the fad efledts of bigotry and religious 
zeal. In the cant of thetc etitightened reformers, 
this pcafant v^'ain fanatic, an artftocrat^ a rehel to the 
law, and, as fuch, they will tell you that he was 
worthy .of death. 

Notwithilanding the parti.al oppofition the apof- 
tates met with, and the horror their condudV, as 
well as thc'ir minilrry, excited in all good minds, 
tlicy, at lafl, found themfclves in poireifion of the 
churches, to the exclufion of the ancient priefts. 
Such of thcfe latter as had efcaped death were now 
1 bex^t 
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bereft of all means of lubfiftence; they were there- 
fore obliged to become a charge to their faithful pa- 
rilhioners. Had there been any fuch things as to- 
leration and liberty under the Conftituent AlFembly, 
thete unfortunate men might Hill have found a re- 
treat amongft their wealthy neighbours, that would 
have left: them no reafon to regret the lofs of their 
falaries. But the greater part of their wealthy 
neighbours were already reduced to their own litua- 
tlon, and thoie who were not, knew that the recep- 
tion of a nonjuring prieft would amount to a proof 
of artfiDcracy^ fufficient to lead them to the guillo- 
tine. The expulfcd priefls were then obliged to 
take fhelter in forae obfcure and miferable cabin ; 
and often was the torture fo great, that, like perfons 
infedted with the plague, no one would admit theux 
beneath his roof. 

From fuch a ilate of mifery and humiliation fome 
iledin difguife to the countries furrounding France; 
fome to receffes in the foreft, wliither the peafants 
of the neighbourhood brought them the means of 
cxiftence. Nuniliers, however, Hill remained in 
their towns and villages. Seeing the whole country 
iwarming with aflaflins, they thpught, 
they might as \yeU wait the flab 
pariftes as feek. it at a diftance. Many, too, 
from age and infirmity, were abfolutely incapable 
of travelling; and, befides, the fmall remainder of 
a life fo full of bitternefs, could not, with fuch 
men, be an obje^l.of fufficient importance to induce 
them to abandon thofc of their parifhioners who 
fliti fought their advice and a>nfalation. Some were 
retained by their affeflion to their relations or their 
parents ; it \% lb hard to break the bands of nature, 
to tear one*s I'elf from all one holds dear, that the 
rilk of death, in competition with fuch a reparation, 
Jofes half its terrors. 

Tlie ancient priefvs who remained in their pari fhcs, 

or 
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or near them, though often obliged to fecrete them- 
felves, and though, to appearance, generally fhunned, 
were reforted to by great numbers, particularly of 
the elderly people. I have already obferved, that 
among the youth there was a pretty general bias to- 
ward the 'apoftates. Hence enfued fuch fcenes of 
divifion and perfecutlon as no country on earth, 
exciept Francd, ever witnefled. Friends were di- 
vided againft friends; one branch of a family againft 
another. ' It often happened that the parents treated 
their children as apotlates, and the children their 
parents as ariftocrats ; quarrels and bloodfhed were 
as often the confequences. We have feen (page 93 
of this volume) a fon cut off the heads of his lather 
and mother, becaufe they refufed to attend to the 
mafs of an apoflafe, carry the heads to his club, and 
receive applaufes for the deed. Adts like thefe were 
not frequent ; but others, very near approaching it, 
were not only frequent but general. Sons, and 
even daughters, have been known to beat and la- 
cerate their parents in the moft cruel manner. 
Hundreds of both fexes have been led to prifon, 
and publicly accufed by their children. A man at 
Faulconberg, in Artois, blew his wife's brains out 
with his roulkct, and left her wallowing in her blood 
on the hearth with feven fmall children crying round, 
her 1 

Can any man, with the common feelings of hu- 
manity about his heart, contemplate fuch fcenes of 
horror without execrating the revolution that gave 
rife to them * ? 

The 

• Many writers (and among others Thomai Paine) have re- 
marked, that the French paid great refpeft, even a fort of adoia- 
tion, to old people : if this was the cafe, which I am by no means 
inclined to deny, or doubt, what fort of a revolution miift that be 
which has changed this refpe£t and veneration, fo juftly due to old 
age, into fcorn and contempt, into a mcrcilcls brutality, nay, 

into 



SBRUARY, 1796. 209 

Tlie apoflafe priefis faUcd not to fan the flames of 
difcord and divifion. To ingratiate themfclvcs with 
the young and ignorant, they mixed in all their 
amufements and debauches, treated them at their 
own houies, and inllituted civic feftivals for the 
mob, with whom they were continually furroUnded. 
Their malTes were fans, amid ft the fhouts of robbers 
and murderers, and ofleii interrupted by the arrival 
of fome innocent conicientious perlbn, dragged' in 
to aflift at what he looked upon as a profanation, 
i heir churches refembled guard-houfes, rather ihan 
places of divine worlhip. In proportion as they 
perceived themftdves neglected and dcfpifcd, their 
wrath againfl their unfliakcn predecefTors incrcafed. 
Vexed and humiliated to find that all the refpedtable 
part of their pa rilh loners took as much pains to avoid 
them as to feek a communication wilh their old 
paftors, the whole weight of their vengeance fell on 
thel'e lafteri In their cxiftence itfclf they law a me- 
mento of their own infamy. There is not a fpecies 
of cruelty that the moft obdurate can devife which 
they left uneflayed. They hunted them from their 
retreats, from the houles of their friends and rela- 
tions, from the woods and caverns even, to cxpofe 
them to infiilt and murder. The infirmities of age, 
the tears of parents, nothing could Ibftcn the hearts 
of thefe apoftale wretches. Wc have fecn enough 
of the fulferings of the old Clergy in the firft chapter 



into p^irricide. Solon made i»o law to piinifli facrilege or parricide ; 
becaiife, he ohftrved, " the tiilt was as yet unknown in Athens, 
" nntl the ffcoad was fo diredly agaiiift all the feelings of naiufj^ 
" that be did not believe it could ever be committed." — Poor 
Solon did not live in the " enlightened eighteenth century," or 
he would never have talked in this way. tf he could but rife 
from the grave, and liften to our philofophers, they uonld not 
only convince him that fiich afliuns are poirible, but they woiilii 
lell him they were indifpenfably neceflfary to the elbblifluiientof a 
free republican government. Had Solon been at Paris fince the 
revohitiori) Ue would have been guillotined for a rack- ariflocrat. 
you lu. F of 
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of this work ; but there is yet one iiiftance which I 
muft quote : *' I was at Trois Rivieres (fays Le 
*' Voyageur de la Revolution), a Uttle villnge in 
" Picardy : I faw feveral women running by the 
*• inn where I had put up ; they all leemcd much 
" alarmed. I alked the landlord What was the 
" matter: he told me that the revolutionary prieft, 
" provoked to find that none of the village attended 
" at his mafs, bad been that morning to Ville d'Ea 
*' for a party of national guards, to aid him in 
" driving the former priell; from a Httlc cottage 
" where he and his mother had taken fhelter. 
" The man gave me a moft afFeding account of 
*' this good prieft, who was upwards of fourfcore 
" years of age, and who iiad been the redtor of that 
*' place for more than fifty years. On the day he 
*' was to deliver his cure into the hands of the 
*' apoftate, he ftjmmoned his little flock to meet 
•' him in the church for the laft time. Not a foul 
" was, abfent, old or young. The women carried 
" their infants in their arms ; and two old people, 
*' not able to walk, were carried on couches. My 
" children f fays the old man, 1 have frejfed your 
** tender hands on the haptifmal fo}it : I have fung the 
** requiem for the fouh of your fathers : I vmji now 
** b'tdymi an eternal farewell, deprived of the cmifola-' 
'*' tton of leaving my afhes amongfi joia" — Here he 
" ceafed ; tears ftifled his voice ; the fobs and cries 
" of his audience rendered the fcene too much for 
" him. While the landlord was fpeaking, we heard 
a dilcharge of mulkets, and a loud fhriek of wo- 
men. We ran to the fpot. The peafants of the 
village, about forty in number, had aflembled 
round the cottage with clubs to defend their 
pafior ; but, the enemy having fire-arms, they 
had been obliged to give way, leaving two of 
their companions dead, and leveral wounded. I 
now beheld a fight fufficient to melt the heart of 

' a tiger. 
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** a tiger. Two ruffians of the national guard 

" were dragging out this veneralilc old man by the 

*' hair of his head, by thote locks as white as fnovv. 

" He had received a wound in his cheek, frotn 

'< . ** which the hlood ran down on his garments. — In 

" this fituation was he led off, hare headed and 

*' bare-footcdj towards P^/k d £«, while his poor 

" old parent, who had been many years blind and 

^' dumb, remained on her bed, happily infcnfible 

" of the forrows of her fon. As the villains pulled 

" him along, all the words he was heard to utter, 

" were, ' My mother ! Oh I my mother !' — The. 

'* women and children of the village followed the 

" efcort with cries and lamentations, till the fa- 

" vages drove them back with the points of their 

" bayonets." 

Nor were thole of the laity fpareJ, who reforted 
to the old Clergy for the exercife of the rites which 
they looked upon as eflcntial. A new-married cou- 
ple having refufcd to have the ceremony performed 1 
by one of the apoftatcsj a party of his myrmidons 
broke in among them on the wedding-night. The 
hufband made his efcape : the wife, in a fwoon, 
became the prey of the party. They gratified their 
brutal paffion, without gratifying their ferocity. 
They tore oft' her brcalls, as a tiger might have 
.done with Lis claws, and threw them on the floor. 
They then left her to wait till death relieved her 
from her horrible fituation*. 



* Set M'fiory of the French Clergy, page 138. — I Cannot help re- 
marking here, that it li Ibmething wonderfui this Hittory is not 
more kno^cn in America. It is a proof, among iiundieds, how 
locked up we have been to every tiling that might lead us to a 
juft eftimation of the French revolution, Jt is true, the gi"eater 
part of the newfpapers havg fet their faces againft truth; but 
furcly, were the prefles free, we ought not to lufFer oiiri elves to 
be kept in the dark by people, who are, probably, paid for Co 
doing. 

f 2 I ffaould 
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I fhouM have fcrupled inlertlng a fa<?l like HiiS, 
though taken from fo refpedtable a vvoik, if the- 
ibrrner part of this volume did not contain others, 
if poffible, fuipaffing it ; I fay, if poiliWe ; for [ 
declare I know not which is moft fbocking, the 
tearing ofTa woman's breafts, or the ripping a child 
from her womb, and flicking it on tlic point of a 
bayonet. Indeed, the greater part of the facRs re- 
lated iiere, are fo much more fhocking and terrific 
than any thing we have ever before had an idea of, 
that common murders appear as trifling. 

By means like thcfe, the old Clergy and their ad- 
herents were extirpated, and religion along with 
them. The bufincfs of the new Clergy (if the 
wretches dcferve the name) was not to etlablifh one 
church on the ruins of another: it would be as 
prepotierons as to fuppofe that an afleBibly of 
athciftsand drills had any ftich intention, as to 
fuppofe that ^ bcirde of apoftatcs were calculated 
for the Work. Thcfe latter were, in fa&, fo many 
miffionaries of blafphcmy and murderj fcnt into the 
provinces purpofely to deftroy the ancient priL-ft- 
hood. The Ailembly forcfaw, that when that was 
done, their new priefts would at any time become 
the apofiles of iuiidcHfy. 

Il roufl be confidered, that thefe legiflafors did 
not want for cunning : an elegant writer has latcfy 
called tticm " archilefts of ruin ;" and, indeed, 
they poflcffed the art of deftroying in its utmoft 
perfection. Their calculations with refpedl to their 
new priefts were extremely jufl ; they came out to 
an unit. When they had annihilated their prede- 
*ceflbrs, they wtrc not only ready to fecond the de- 
crees for the abolition of Chriflianity altogether; 
they were not only iuflrumental therein, but they 
had led the way. Several began to teach the reli- 
gion of ReaffDi in tlte Jacobin clubs, of which they 
were all members, and even in the pulpit. Tke 
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garb of a priefl: itfcif became a burden to tbem, 
and they humbly afked leave to quit it fur the more 
honourable one of the national guard. The apotlatc 
Bifhop of Moulin, who had been coiifccratcd by the 
unhallowed hands of TaUcyraud, wrote lo the Con- 
vention, that he otKciated with a pike and liberty 
€ap, infiead of the croiicr and the mitre, it was this 
vile wretch who firlt cauled to be written on the 
gate of tlie biirying-groundj " This is the place of 
" everlaft'ing fleep." 

Three weeks after this communication of the 
Bifhop of Moulin, Gobei, the new Bifhop of Pa- 
ris, with his grand vicars and three other rcvoUi-j 
tionary bithops, came to the hall of the legiflators,^ 
and there abdicated Chrillianity in form. They 
begged pardon of the injured nation for having fo 
long kept them in the dark, by duping them into 
a belief of the divinity of an impofior, whole reli; 
gion they now threw off with abhorrence, refolved 
in future to acknowledge no other deity than Rea~ 
Jon alone ! 

It was not more than four days after this, that a 
Pagan feftival was held in the cathedral church of 
Paris. A woman named Momoro, the wife of an- 
other man, but the llruinpet of the vile Hebert, 
alias Father Du Chene, was drefled up as the Gad- 
defs of Reafon. Her throne was of green turf; an 
altar was ereded at fome diflancc, on which the 
priefls burnt incenfe, while the legiflators and the 
brutified Parilian herd were proftrated before the 
throne of the god deft Reafoiiy alias Momoro, alias 
pu Chene. 

About this epoch appeared the Pagan ifh repub- 
lican Calendar, with a decree ordering its adoption. 
This was intended to root from the poor tyrannized 
people the very memory of religion ; to dry up the 
only fource of comfort they had left. They ha^ 
been robbed of all they potreflcd in this world, and 
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their inexorable iyrants wiflied to rob them of every 
hope in the next. Some fay that this Calendar it- 
felf was co'Tipored by an apoftate prieft -, others, 

that it was the work of the writer of farces, named 
Des MouHns. Whoever may be the audior, wc 
kDow who has the honour of reprinting it, and re- 
tailing it ill this coinitry. 

It is true,. the lalUmentioned a£ls,the confumnoa- 
tion of the moft horrid blafphemy that ever man 
was witnefs of, took place under llie Convention ; 
but what were they more than a ncceflary conie- 
quence of the meafures of the Conflituent Affem' 
bly ? Nay, the leaders in that Affctnbly boafted^. 
when they had obtained the decree againtl the non- 
juring priefis, that they had tricked the people out 
of their religion, before they perceived it. Nor is . 
there at this time one of thofe who voted for that 
decree, who will not tell you, that Chriftianity is a. 
farce, fit only for the amuft ment of old folks, and 
that he rejoices in its abolition in France. This is 
not mere furmife. 

Indeed, that their fuccefTors have only fulfilled 
their wiihes, in this refpeti, there can be no doubt, 
if any judgment of the wiflics of men is to be 
formed from their principles, their words, and their 
aftions. Who, I afk, that wifhcd to prefer ve re- 
ligion, would have paffed a decree for the expulfion 
of every priell that refuted to forfwear himfelf?. 
Who, that did not wifh to dellroy religion, would 
have pafled a decree for committing it to the care 
of apoflates ? Was it not clear that loch men would 
flick at nothing ? that, at the nod of their maf- 
ter?, they would at any time be ready to blal*pheme 
the God they pretended to adore? On the contrary, 
the Afiembly knew that there was no hope of their 
iyftem taking root, while the ancient Clergy re- 
mained in their cures. Among men, who gave up 
their all, and expofed themfelves to almoft certain 
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death, rather than falfify their faith, they could not 
hope to find a Goht. They could not hope to find 
fupple villains that would voluntarily depofe the 
emblems of their religion on the altar of a ftrum- 
pet, and confcfs themfd ves to have been the crafty 
miniflers of an nrch impoftar. 

The oath tendered to the Clergy was the touch- 
ftone ; it was to prove them ; to know whom the 
AfTcmbly could depend on for the accomplifhraent 
of their projefls, and whom they could not depend* 
on. The enforcing of the oath was the laft blow' 
to public religion in France ; and therefore the dc- 
flruftion of that religion, with all its immoral and* 
murderous confequenccs, is due to the Conitituent' 
Affembly, and to them alone. It is as nonfenlical 
as unjuft to accufe this or that faftion, or even the 
Convention itlclf, of exchanging Chriftianity for a 
fyflcm of Paganifra; infidels who adore an idol are 
as good as infidels who adore none ; and where is 
the difference, whether the adored idol be Jeaa 
Jacques RoulTeau, or Madame Momoro ? An adul~ 
trefs is as good a goddels as an adulterer a god, 
at any time. 

Let the reader now look back, and he will eafily 
trace all the horrors of the French revolution to 
the decrees of the Conflituent AfTembly. It was 
they that rent the Government to pieces ; it was 
they that firft broached the deflruiStive dofitrine of 
equality ; it was they that deftroyed all ideas of 
private property ; and finally, it was they that ren- ' 
dercd the people hardened, by effacing from their 
minds every principle of the only religion capable 
of keeping mankind within the bounds of juflice 
and humanity.- Look alfo at their particular actions, 
3nd you will fee them breaking their oaths to their 
con flitucnts and to their King ; you will fee theif 
accents driving people from their efiatcs, beating 
m : vou will fee them furrounded 
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with a fet of hireling writers and affaffins, employed 
to degrade and murder peaceful people attaclicd to 
tlie religion of their forefathers ; and you will fee 
them not only pardoning muFderers, in I'pite of 
their poor humiliated Monarch, bat even receiving 
the affatiins at their bar, covering tliem with ap- 
■planfes, and inflituting feflivals in their honour. 
What have the members of the Convention and 
their agents done more than this ? They have mur- 
dered in greater numbers. True ; but wliat have 
numbers to do with the matter ? The principle on 
which thofe murders were commitled was ever the 
fame : it was more or lefs adtive as occafion re- 
quired. The wsnts of the Convention were more 
preffing than thofc of the Conftitucnt AfTembly. 
The Aliembly \Vcre not driven to the expedient of 
reqniJitloftSj nor v.'as the hour yet arrived for the 
promulgation of the Paganith Calendar. Confe- 
quently they met with lets opposition, and there- 
fore fewer murders were nccelfary ; but, had they 
continued tiieir fittings to this day, the devaftatioi\ 
of every kind would have been the fame that it has 
been. 

The whole hiflory of the revolution prefents us 
with nothing but a regular progrcfs in robbery and 
murder. The firfi AfFerably, for inftance, begin 
by flattering the mob, wheedling their King out of 
his title and his power; they then fet him at de- 
fiance, profcribe or put to death his friends; and 
then fhut hira up in his palace, as a wild beall in a 
_cage," The fecond Affcmbly fend a gang of ruflians 
to infult and revile him, and then they hurl him 
from his throne. The third Aflembly cut his throat. 
What is there in all this but a regular and natural 
progreffion from had to worfe ? And fo with the 
rcfi of their abominable a t^ ions. 

To throw the hlame on the fueeefTors of the firft 
dcfpotic Ailembly is fuch a perverfion of reafon, 

fuch 
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Juch an abandonment of truth, that no man, wha 
has a finglc grain of fcnfe, can hear of with pa- 
tience. As well might we afcnbe all the murders 
committed at Nantz to the under-cut- throats, by 
whom thty were perpetrated, and not to the Con- 
vention, by wbofe order, and under whole protec- 
tion, thelc cut -throats afted. The Contlituent 
Aflembly knew the confequences of their decrees, 
as well as Foucault (/te page 116} knew the confe- 
quence of his order tor throwing forty women from 
the cliff Pierre Moine into the lea ; and it is full as 
ridiculous to hear them pretend that they did not 
with thotb confequences to follow, as it would be 
to hear Foucault pretend that he did not with the 
forty women fhould be drowned. True, the Cun- 
vention are guilty of every crime under heaven ; 
aflaffins and blafphemers mull ever merit deteii^a- 
tion and abhorrence, from whatever moiive they 
may a&, or by whomfoever taught and infiigated ; 
but fi ill the pre-eminence in infamy is due to iheir 
teachers and inftigators : the Convention is, in re- 
lation to the Conltituent Aflembly, what the igno- 
rant defperale bravo is in relation to his crafty and 
Iculkiog employer. 

Before I conclude, it may not be improper, as I 
have hitherto fpoken of the Conftituent AJlismbly in 
a general way, to make fonie diflindlions with re- 
fpeil to the peifons who compofed it. I am very far 
from holding them alt up as obje^Sts of abhorrence, 
or even of centure. There were many, very many, 
men of great wifdom and virtue, who were elefle^ 
to the States-General, and even who joined the Af- 
fcmbly, after it affumcd the epithet National. It 
would be the height of injufiice to reproach thefc 
men with the conlequenccs of meafures, which they 
oppofed with i'uch uncommon eloquence and cou- 
rage. Hiilory will make honourable mention of 
ihcir names, when the epitome I have here attempted 
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wUI be loft and forgotten, Suflice it tlien to fay, 
that the weight of our cenfurc, of the cenfure of all 
juft and good men, ouglit to fall on thofc licentious 
politicians and infidd philofuphcrs alone, who fane- 
tinned the decree for the annihilation of properly 
and religion. 

Here, too, we ought to divcft ourfclves of every 
thing of a pcrfonal or party natiire, and dire(5l our 
abhorrence to principles alone. As to the atflors, 
they have, in general, already expiated their wic- 
tednef:^ or folly by the lofs of their lives. We have 
feen the athcift Condorcet obliged to fly in dif- 
guitc trom ihc capital, the inhabitants of which he 
had corruptod, and by whom he had been adored 
as the great luminary of the age ; we have feen him 
aflume the garb and the fupplicating tone of a com- 
mon beggar, lurking in the lanes and woods, like a 
houfelels thief, and, at lalt, literally dying in a 
ditch, leaving his carcafs a prey to the fowls of the ' 
air, and his memory as a Icilon to future apofrlcs of 
anarchy and blalphemy. Scores, not to lay hun- 
dreds, of his coadjutors have fliared a fate little 
different from his own ; and thole who have not, 
can have Hltle reafon to congratulate themfelves oa 
their efcape. The tornado they have raifed for the 
deftruflion of others, has fwept them from the feat 
of their tyranny, and fcattered them over every cor- 
ner of the earth. Thofe haughty ufurpers, Vi'ho 
refufed the precedence to the fucceffors of Charle- 
magne, are now obliged to yield it to a pcafant or 
a porter. Thofe who decreed that the " folding- 
doors of the Louvre fhould fly open at their ap- 
proach," are now glad to lift the latch of a wicket, 
and bend their heads beneath the thatch of a cabin. 
And what language can exprefs the vexation, the 
anguifh, the cutting refle6tions, that mnfl be the 
companions of their obfcarity ! When they look 
back on their diflraiSed country, when they behold 

the 




rEBRDARY, 1796. 



219 



the widows, the orplians, the thoufands and hun- 
dreds of thoulands ot' murdered vidims, that it 
prefctits ; when they behold the frantic people, car- 
rying the dagger to the hearts of their parents, nay, 
digging their forefathers from their graves, and 
throwing their athes to the winds; when they be-'- 
hold all this, and reflefl that it is the work of their 
own hands, well might they call on the hills to hide 
them. The torments of fuch an exiflence, who can 
bear? Next to the wrath of Heaven, the maledic- 
tion of one's country is furely the moft tremendous 
and infupportable. 

No-v, what is the advantage we ought to derive 
from the awful example before us ? It ought to pro- 
duce in us a watch fid nets, and a Iteady refolntion 
to oppofe the advances of diforgaiiizing and infidel 
principles. I am aware that it wUl be laid by fomc, 
that all fear of the progrefs of thefe prinriplfs is 
imaginary ; but conftant oblervation aifures me 
that it is but too well founded. Let any man ex- 
amine the change in political and religious opinions 
iincc the efiahliihraent of the general government, 
and particularly the change crept in along with our 
filly admiration of the French revoiutionj and fee if 
the refultof his inquiries does not julHfy a fear of our 
falling under the fcourge that has brought a happy 
and gallant people on their knees, and left them 
bleeding at every pore. 

Unfortunately for America, Great Britain has 

thrown from her tlic principles of the French revo- 

lutionifts with indignation and abhorrence. This, 

which one would imagine fhould have bad little or 

no influence on us, has ferved, in fome mcafure, as 

a guide to our opinions, and has been one of the 

principal motives lor our aftions. A combination 

of circuni fiances, (uch as, perhaps, never before 

' pact together, has fo foured tlie minds of the great 

ipiafs of the people in this country, has worked up 
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their hatred agaujft Great Britain lo fuch a pitch, 
[that the infiant tliat nation is named, they lole uot 
[(bn!y their temper, but their realbn aifo. The dic- 
tates of nature and the exercife of judgment are 
thrown afidc : whatever ihe Britifh adopt mull be 
ejetSled, and whatever they rcjcdl muB he adopted, 
'Hence it is, that all the execrable acts of the French 
It-giflators, not forgetting their murders and their 
blalphcmy, have met with the mofl unqualified ap- 
plaufcs, merely becaufe they were execrated in tht? 
i/land of Britain. 

The word lifpiiMlc has alfo done a great deal, 
France is a republic, and the decrees of the Legifla- 
tors were necciliiry to maintain it a republic. This 
I tt'ori:/ outweighs, in the cflimation of ibme peribna 
(I wifh 1 could fay they were few in number), all the 
horrors that have been, and that can be committed 
in that country. One of thcfe modern repuhlicansi 
will tell you that he does not deny that hundreds of I 
thoufands pf innocent pcrfons have been murdered 
in France ; that the people have neither religion nor 
morals ; that all the tics of nature are rent atundcr j 
(hat the rifing generation will be a race of cut- 
throats ; that poverty and famine fialk forth at large ; 
that the nation is half depopulated ; tlutt its riches, 
along with millions of the beft of the people, are 
gone to enrich and aggrandize its enemies ; that its 
commerce. Its rnanalacturcs, its fciences. Its arts, and 
its honour, arc no more ; but at the end of all this, 
he will tell you that it rauil be happy, becaufe it Is a 
repubhe. I have heard more th3n one of thel'e re- 

fmblican zealots declare, that he would fooner fee the 
afl of the French exterminated, than fee them adopt 
any other form of government. Such a fentiment 
js charaflerillic of a mind locked up in favage igno- 
rance ; and I would no more truft my throat within 
the reach of Cuch a republkanj than 1 would within 
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tliat of a Louvet, a Grcgoire, or any of their col-, 
leagues. 

Our enlightened philolbphcrs run on in a. fine 
canting flrain about the bigotry and ignorance of 
their anceftors ; but [ would alk them, what more 
Hupic! daltiih bigotry can there be, than to make the 
^ Ibund of a word the fiandard of good or bad govern- 
ment ? What is there in the combination of the 
letters which make up the word RcfuthHi: F what la 
there in the found they produce, that the bellowing 
6f it forth Ihould compenfate for the want of every 
virtue, and even tor common lenfe and common ho- 
nefty ? It is lynonymous with liberty,— Fatal error! 
In the mouth of a turbulent demagogue it is fynouy- 
mous with liberty, and with every thing ehe, that 
will pleafe its hearers, but, with the man of virtue 
and fenfe, has no more than its literal value ; that is, 
it means of itfelf neither good nor evil. If he calls 
our own Government that of a republic, and judge 
of the meaning of the word by the efFefts of that 
Government, it will admit of a moft amiable inter- 
pretation ; but if we are to judge of it by what it 
has produced in France, it means all that is ruinous, 
tyrannical, Uafphemous, and bloody. Lafl winter, 
one of thefe republican heroes in Congrefs, accufed 
a gentloraan from New-England of having adopted 
c?//i-/-e/>«W/VtJM principles, bccaiilc he propofed fomc- 
liiing thatfeemed to m\\\t'A{c aguhijl negro-Jlavery ! — 
Thus, then, repablicaniim did not mean liberty. Iq 
Ihort, it means any thing : it is the v^-atch-word of 
faction; and if ever our happy and excellently con - 
ftituted republic fliould be overturned, it will be 
done under the mafk of republicanifni. 

Let us, thea, be upon our guard % let us look to 
the charafters and a<5lio!is of men, and not to their 
profeffions ; let us attach ourfclves to things, and 
9ot to words ; to fenfe, and not to found. Should 
and ?;mr^er arrive, our tyrants 
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calling themfelves republicans, will be but a poor 
cora'ulation to us. The lofii of property, tJie pref- 
fun* of want and beggary, will not be lefs real be- 
caufe flowing from republican decrees. Hunger 
pinches the repuMican, tiie cold bJaft cramps his 
joints as welt as thofe of oihtir men. This word 
does not foften the pangs of death. The keen knife 
will not produce a delect a bit' fenfalion, bcraule drawn 
acrofs tlie throat hy a republican; nor will the word 
republican parry a bullet, or render a flamiiig fire a 
bed of down. When Monfiiur Bertliier had the 
ghaftly head of his lather pretled againft his lips, 
when his own heart was afterwards turn from his 
living body, and placed, all reeking and palpitating, 
on a table before a committee of ma gifl rates, the 
agonies of his mind, and of his mangled carcaft, 
were not afluaged by the fhouta of his republican 
murderers. 

Shall wc fay that thefe things never can take place 
among us ? Becaafe we have hitherto preferved the 
charafter of a pacific humane people, fliall we fet 
danger at defiance ? Though we are not Frenchmen, 
we are men as well as they ; and contcquenlly are 
liable to be milled, and even to be funk to the lowefi: 
degree of brutality, as they have been. They, too, 
had an amiable charaftcr : what charadler have they 
now ? The fame principles brought into adtion 
among us would produce the fame degradation. I 
repeat, we are not what we were before the French 
revolution. Political proje<ftoi'S from every corner 
of Europe, troublers of fociety of every dcfcription, 
from the whining philofophical hypocrite to the dar- 
ing rebel, and more daring blafphcmer, have taken 
ftielter in thefe States. Will it be pretended that 
the principles and paihons of thefe men have changed 
with the change of air ? It would be folly to fup- 
pofe it. 

Nor 
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Nor are men of the fame ftamp wanting among 
the native American?. There is not a lingle a6tion 
of the French revohitlonifts, but has been juftified 
and applauded in our public papers, and many of 
them in our public aflTemblies. Anarchy has its open 
advocates. The divine Author of our religion has 
been put upon a level with the infanioiis Marat. We 
have feen a clergyman of the epifcopal c}iurch pub- 
hcly abufed, becaufe he had recommended to his 
congregation to beware of the atheiftical principles 
of the French. Even their Calendar, the frivolous 
offspring of infidelity, is propolbd for our imitation. 
Where perfons whole livelihood depends on their 
daily publication arc to be found, who arc ever ready 
to pubUlh arficles of this nature, it were the grolloll 
folly not to believe that there are hundreds and thou- 
fands to whom ihcy give pleafure*. But we are 
not left to mere furraife here. How many numerous 
companies have iffued, under the form of toafts, 
fentiments ofFenfive to humanity, and difgraceful to 
our national charadfcr ? We have feen the guillofim 
toafted to three times three cheers, and even under 
the difcharge of cannon. If drunken men, as is 
ufually the cafe, fpeak from the bottom of their 
hearts, what quarter ilionld we have to expefl from 
wretches like thefe ; It muft be allowed, too, that 
wliere the cannons were fired to give e'clat to fuch a 
ibntiment, the convives were not of the moft dcf- 
picable clafs. And what would the reader faj-, 
were I to tell him of a Member of Congrcfs, who 



* It is a truth that no one will deny, tliat the newfpapers of this 
country have became its icoiirge, I (peak with 3 few exceptions. 
It ii laid that they enlighten the people ; but their light is like the 
torch of an incendiary, and the one has the fame deftniftive ef- 
fedt on the mind as the other has on m:\tter. The whole ftndy 
of the editor* fcems to be to deceive and cQnfoutid, Owe would 
■ almoft think they were hired by fome malicious demon, -to turn 
the brains and corrupt the hearts of thtir readers, 
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tvifhed to Tee one of thefe murderous machines em- 
ployed for lopping off the heads of the French, per- 
manent in the Statc-houfe yard of the city of Phila- 
delphia I 

li thcfe men of blood had fucceeded in plunging 
US into a war ; if they had once got tlie fword into 
their hands, they would have mowed us down like 
f!ubble. The word Ar'iJlQcrat would liavc hccn em- 
ployed to as good account here, as ever it had been 
in France. We might, crc this, have fcen our places 
of worfhip turned into ftables ; we might have feea 
the banks of the Delaware, like thofe of the Loire, 
covered with human carcalTcs, and its waters tinged 
withhlood: ere this we might have feen our parents 
butchered, and even the head of our admired and be- 
loved Pre f« dent rolling on a fcaffold. 

I know the reader will fiart back with horror. His 
heart will tell him that it is impolhhle. Bat, once 
more, let hira look at the example before us. The 
man who in 1788 fhould have prcdi died the fate of 
the laft humane and truly patriotic Louis, would 
have been treated as a wretch or a madman. The 
attacks on the character and condudl of the aged 
IFaJh'mgfm, liavc been as bold, if not bolder, than 
thofe which led to the downfal of the unfortunate 
French Monarch. His impudent and ferocious 
enemies have rcprefcntcd him as cankered with 
every vice that marks a worthlets tyrant : they 
have called him the betrayer of the liberties ot 
his country, and have even drawn up and puhlifhcd 
.articles of jiccufatmi againll him! Can it then be 
imagined, that, had they puflcffed the power, they 
wanted the will to dip their hands in hib blood ? I 
am fully afilircd tiiat thcfe wretches do not make a 
hundred ttioulaudth part of (he [leopleof the Union ; 
the name of Wajhingloti. is as dear and dearef to all the 
moderate Whigs, ttian it ever was. But of what con- 
fi,i|ueuce is their afic^llou to hifflj of what avail to 
1 "* thenile'.vef^ 
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themfelves, if they fafFer him to be thus treated, 
without making one fingle effort to defeat the projedt] 
of his infamous traducers > It is not for me to die-] 
tate the method of doing this ; but fure I am, that 
had the friends of virtue and order ihown only a 
hundredth part of the zeal in the caufe of their own ( 
country, as the enemies of both have done in the 
caufe of France, we fhould not now have to lament 
the exigence of a hardened and impious faction, 
whofe deftruftive principles, if not timely and firmly 
oppofed, may one day render the annals of Ame- 
rica as difgraceful as thofe of the French reVQ- 
lution. 



ADDITIONAL FACTS. 



Extra&s from '* The Banditti Unmajksd ; or, Hlfto- 
*' rieai Memoirs of the frefent Times ,-" hj General 
Damcan. 

Pages 25, 26, 

1 HE Military Commiffion fent the municipal of- 
ficers of Laval, without apprizing me of their in- 
tention, to the Pont de Ce, whither they condu6ted, 
at the fame time, fifty cartloads of nuns, priefts, fuf- 
pe£led perfons, federalitl'S, and men of property^ who 
were all guillotined, drowned, or fhot. The forty 
municipal otRcers were included in this infernal ex- 
toedition, by the order of one Milliere, who had 
been a member of the Pari fi an commune during 
the raaflacres of September, and who was now a 
member of the Mihtary Commiffion. This adl of 
barbarity developed all the germs of infurreiftion, 
and the children fwore to avenge the death of their 
fathers. This fame Milliere, who refides at 
TOL. iir. a Par/j, 
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Paris, in IhefefVion of the Bonnct-Roun;e (Red-Cap), 
abfolutely mfifled on having a hundred and thirty- 
two inhabitants of Nantz, whom Carrier had fent 
to Frajicajlel, (hot at Angers ; he came to me leveral 
times on this bufinefsj defired I woold caufe them 
to be iearchedj and even urged me to fcarch them 
rayfelf, " Becaufe," faid he, "they are too rich, and 
may corrupt the garrifon." He made twenty appli- 
cations to me for troops to flioot them, obferving, 
that dnring a fiege, fuch operations were mere mat- 
ters of courfe, &c. 8ic. I devifed a tlionfand pre- 
texts for refuling to comply with his commands, 
and God knows what fl rata gems I was obliged to 
employ, in order to avert the fatal blow. 

Dnring the fiege of Angers, Milliere and his ac* 
complices can fed three or four /Aoa^W Frenchmen to 
be put to death at the Pont dc Cc, arud among the 
number was my landlord. The witnefles to tliele 
horrors wereHortodc, Clerk to the Committee of 
War; Cbrifiophe, a Captain in the 8th regiment 
of huflars ; and La Croix, Adjutant- general, now 
attached to the Parifian flaff, who was the man that 
conveyed to Laval the municipal officers that wgre 
drowned by the ordtr of Milliere. 

Page 27. — It is a certain (&&, that a foldier of 
Marat's Company, who was employ oil on tiiefe 
expeditions, propoled to fave a young girl on certain 
eoruittiom ; but the virtuous vi8im turned from him 
with difdain, and preffing clole to her mother, ac- 
companied her in the fatal boat. 

Fraticajiel caufed full as many to be drowned at 
Angers as Carrier did at Nantz ; and this little raon- 
ftcr is flill luffered toexifi, and calls himfelf a pa- 
triot of tig ! One f^ud, Procureur Syndic in the 
department of Angers, told Franciijla in my pre- 
fcncc, that he had juj} found two conf dental feametij 
ivho ivoiild drowti thepriefts that were at Montjean. 

Page 37.— ^General Parrim was an ufeful aftoron 

the 
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tlie revolutionary flage. He was pofled at Marfeilles 
to madacre the prilbticrs from Orleans, On the fecond 
of September he prefided at one of the tribunals in 
the prifons of Paris ; he was afterwards preiident of 
the Military Commiffion at Saumur, and was called 
to that at Lyons by his friend Cdht SHerhois, who, 
delighteij witli his fer vices, transformed the Judge 
into a General of Divifmi, On the pretended return 
of the reign of juftice, he was difmiiTGd and impri- 
foned at Pleflis. He rofe again on the holy day of 
vengeance (in Odlober, 1795, when he adted as 
General for the Convention, vsrhen they ordered the 
troops to tire on the people for daring to aflert the 
right of chooling their own reprefentatives), and has 
recently availed himfclf of the amnefly, together 
with a great number of perfonages of equal worth 
and integrity. This patriot of 89 has put to death 
upwards oi fix thou/and Frenchmen, and was the 
affociateof MilUerem La Vendee. 

Page 70. — Depopulation was at that time (in 1 794) 
the order of the day, and Carnot difplayed his judg- 
ment in the choice o^ General Vachot. The only 
qualification requifite to form a good fam-cuhtu 
General, was to know how to mafTacre. Thus 
the Iraije and celebrated Rojjigaol, luccefTor to Ge- 
neral B'iron, after having promifed, at the bac 
of the Convention, to purge La Vendee in a 
fortnight, completely fucceeded in exterminating, 
in lefs than three months, one hundred thou/and men 
of both parties. 

Page 84. — While Carrier drowned 20,000 vic- 
tims J while Prieur cauftd tfce federalifls of Brefl to 
be guillotined (and, among others, the father of 
General Moreau, on the very day on which the fon 
took the fort of Sluys) ; while Barras and Freron 
demulillied Toulon, and fhot 800 of our failors and 
naval officers j a madman named La Planche, for- 
merly a Benedidliae monjc, reprefcnted at Caen, 

« a Tiberius 
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Ttherius in afiate of delirium : on his arrival in that 
city, he perceived a conftcrnation on every counte- 
nance, occalioned by the guillotine, and particularly 
by the prefence of* a Deputy. " What means," faid 
he, " this ariftocratic terror that I obfervc ? I order 
** a civic promenade, and, this evening, I fliall give 
** a republican ball j I fhall confider all thole who 
" fhall fail to attend as ariftocrats." The pro- 
menade began at ten in the morning ; La PJanche 
took the lead, followed by the whole population of 
Caen J and, from time to time, halted, and kneeling 
on the ground, addreffed an invocation to Marat^ 
to whom he made a preparatory oiFering of the 
heads of feveral perfons whom he caufed to be tried 
and condemned. In the very middle of the town 
La Pkmche exclaimed, with uplifted hands, great 
Marat I The people who followed in his train 
eagerly re-echoed great Alar a I ! At the civic 
ball in the evening, he played with women's 
necks, obferving, that their bofoms were arillo- 
crats that funk beneath the hand of a republican ; 
and he compelled many of thefe unhappy beings to 
dance with him, while their hulbands and their fa- 
thers were lingering in prifon. 

In 06tober, 1 793, in obedience to the decrees of 
the National Convention, the whole country of La 
Vendee was fet fire tOj and even the patriotic dif- 
tridts were not fpared. Each column was preceded 
by fire and fvvord, by the aid of which an umverfal 
deftru(5lion was effefted, without diftin£tion of age 
or fex. An immcnte population fled before the re- 
publicans, in order to efcape the fury of the flames » 
and joined the Catholic army, which was forced to 
pafs the Loire at St. Florent. Ixt thofe who are en- 
dued with fen Ability reprefcnt to their imaginations 
more than a hundred thoufand French, men, wo- 
men, and children, cafling their eyes, in defpair, 
on a traft of rountry twenty leagues in circumfe- 
rence, where their houfes and cottages were in a ftale 
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of conflagration, and having but a few moments to 
efcapc from certain death. 

Pages 1 J I, 172. — LepeUetier Brutus, Beaurepaire 
Magnier (the pompous name aflTumed by the Preii- 
dent of a Revolutionary Tribunal at Rennes), 
breakfafting, on Good-Friday, with his colleagues, 
faid to them, " Brothers and friends, we muft put 
** to death this day, at the fame hour at which the 
*' cnunter-revolutrntlfi Jesus died, that young de- 
" votee who was lately arrefted." An order was 
immediately figned for bringing her before him. 
The gaoler made a mi flake, and fent him a girl of 
the town, whom the Judges proceeded to queition 
on her fanaticifm, on the relics, the agnufes, and 
the chaplets that were found upon her when fhe was 
arretted ; and on her predileflion for refractory 
prieJls. The girl did not iinderftand what they 
meant, and began to laugh ; upon which the clerk 
was told to write down, " Thatjhe did not deign to 
" anfmeft ami that fie treated the Tribunal with con- 
" tempt." They were about to pronounce fentence 
of death upon her, when the girl exclaimed with all 
her might, that the was no devotee, and that the 
had been put in prifon for debauching and infefling 
a battalion of volunteers. Brutus knitted his brows, 
and thought it was a fubterfuge. The girl, in 
alarm, had recourfc to an indecent gefture, and was 
going to fhow the truth, as fhe called it, when the 
Judges, perceiving their mi (take, fent her back to 
prifon, and ordered the true devotee to be brought 
before them, whom they arraigned to the I'caflbld, 
agreeably to a determination which they had formed 
while they were eating their breakfalt. This faU is 
known to the whole town of Remies. The battalion 
of young children, in the fame place, was employ- 
ed to fhoot the Chouans j Dubois Cmnci flarted the 
idea, in order, as he faid, to accuftom youths \o re' 
publican ^rmnefs. No man dares deny this. — I was at 
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Kennes at the time, and the Deputy yHqtuer no doubt 
recollects my obfervation upon the fubje»5t. ! take 
a pleaTLirc in declaring that 1 found him to poffets 
feme lenfibility. He repeatedly faid to me, with 
tears in his eyes, in his own apartment, " You/ajioQ 
*' much, tny dear Dankanx you wiU bring yourfelf 
*• to the guiliotitie." The Deputy y^/^;wr was terribly 
afraid on his own account. 

Pa^e £77. — It was under the command of that 
mlfcreant (General Turreait de la Lmiere)^ that the 
foldiers carried children on the points of their bayo- 
nets : I faw the original orders by which M. Tut' 
reau prefer! bed univefj'al maffacre, and yet M. I'ur- 
reau has juft been acquitted, and is now employed 
by the Diredlory, who call fuch men asM. Turreau 
de la Liniere^ energetic republicans. 

Page 193. — That I may not be accnfed of always 
ipeaking ab irato, I fhall quote Flats book on La 
Vendee. This man, as T before obfervcd, was a re- 
Tolutionift and a drowner, but having quarrelled 
with his colleagues, he denounced them. 

Page 130, — " On the i^d Ventofe, Turreau ar- 

rived at Chdlomies ; the next day he burnt the pof- 
' ** feffions of the patriots, and caufed feveral women 
** and children to be fhot ; I efcaped with the de- 
" ftru(ftion of a farm." — Again, 

Page 78. — " Of tzveniy thou/and pertbns who 
" vfcrejiot in the department of Maine and Loire, 
*' it is proved by five fentences, now before me, 
" that five hundred and ninety were not dead in 
** Jaw (horsla hi) ; fevcnty-nine were executed on. 
" the 3d Nivole ; feventy-five on the 4th ; two ' 
*• hundred and thirty-three on the 6th ; one hun- 
*• dred and five on the 23d ; and ninety-nine on the 
** 26th Germitial." A •very great number of chil- 
dren were included in thefe five fcntences. 

Francaflel, in his letter on the eftablifliment of 
the Military Commiirion, fays, « That io long a« 
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" there exift: great criminals or federalifts in thefe 
" countries, the ordinary tribunals ought not to 
*' aft." — Vial, addreffing hitnfelf to the popular 
club at Angers, obterves, *' You all know, citizena,^ 
*' that more than two thoufand women and childrei 
" have been affalTinaled in tliis infamous manner." 
Vacheron and Morin, members of that deteflablfl 
commiffion, drew up the lifls. Two women ob- 
ferved to Obrumicr, " That they had only been ar- 
*' relied as fufpefled perlbns ; but, notwithftanding 
*' this, he ordered them to be Ihot, with feventy 
" other females. When any of thefe unhappy be- 
** ings were obterved to breathe, after they had been 
*' ^ot, the humane Goupil plunged his fabre intc 
** their bellies." The citizens of Angers depofedj 
*' That they faw all thefe victims pafs by their! 
•* dooHi, accompanied by mulic playing patriotic 
" tunes; that they obferved girls of fifteen and fix- 
*' teen, doubly interefling by their beauty and their 
" youth, embracing the knees of their exocution- 
" ers, and entreating them to tpare their lives ; and 
*' that every body (even the troops) thed tears, ex- 
** cept the monfters of the Military Commiffion, 
** who had the barbarity to infuU the fenfibility o£ , 
" the people." ■ 

Page lay. — -The members of this commiflion 
were Antoine Felix, Prefident, and fiiccefTor to 
Parrein ; Francois Milliere ; Francois Le Port ; 
Jacques Hudoux 5 Jofeph RoufTel ; Marie Obru- 
mier; Gabriel Goupil; and Loifillon. All thefe 
men are alive and well. Long live Juftice and the 
Diredtory ! Bon Jour Car not ! 

Ptiges 209, 2io, — Yes, conquering people 1 twen- 
ty iow?!S, and eighteen hundred villages^ or hamk/i, 
have been burned by you / And your glory and your 
laurels have coll you three miU'mns ^ men. Thclb 
affii<fling truths cannot be repeated too often, there 
j|re fomany perfons who do not believe thera. 
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For inftanf«, what peupie in Europe do not take 
for a fable, the eftablifhrnent of a tanyard at Meu- 
don, for tanning human Jkins? It cannot, however, 
be forgotten, that a man came to the bar of the 
Convention to announce tbedifcovery of a new andi 
iimple mean for prorunng leather in abundance ; 
that the Committee of Public Safety (Carnot's* 
Committee) affigned him a convenient place for the 
execution of his plan, at the Cafllr of Meudon, the 
gates of which were kept conflantly fhut j antj 
latlly, that Btirrere, P'adier, and others, were the 
firft who wore hoots made of tiumtinjkint Robe/perre 
did not flay his ^cQ^\i: figuratively ; and as Paris fup- 
plied the army with ihoes, it is poflible that more 
than one defender of the country may have worn 
ihocs made of the £kin of his friends and relations. 
This will appear pleafant and incredible to certain 
mtfcreants, and particularly to the Propagaqdills. 

National Convention, a tanyard was eflabliflied 
at Meudon, for tanning human tkins, and France 
was indebted to your cxiflence for a conception fb 
monftrous 1 

Page 11%. — The troops who went from HolIan4 
to Britanny committed every fpecies of crime ori 
their march ; and, in the neighbourhood of Rouen, 
they Hterally hrmhd the feet of a peafant, in order 
to extort a difcovery of Ws money. I fent forty re- 
gular depofitions on this fubjeft to the Staff, and to 
the terrorift FlUe, Thele were the fame troops who 
attempted to kill the coxcombs (mufcadins) at 
Rouen, and who drew their fabres on men for wear- 
ing their hair in a club. The vigorous means 
which I adopted prevented them from putting their 
threats in execution ; but they made thcmfelves am- 
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*le amends for the dilappointment, at the theatre at 
Caen, under the auipices of General Duhayet. 

Pages 230, 23 1, 2 3Z. — The mofi fignal bandUti of 
the Convmt'fon were the very heron whom the Conven- 
tion exioUed. Maigriet reduced Bedouin to afhes, and 
caufed the inhabitants to be maflacred. Carpentier, 
^ hailiff of Valognes, comrnitted a million of crimes 
at St. Malo; he Gripped all the vefTtls, plundered 
the houfes of private perfons, fent the moll opulent 
merchants, and the mo ft virtuous fathtTS of fami- 
lies, to Foijqiiier Tinville, and openly preached pil- 
lage to the popular clubs. Turreau, during fifteen 
months the accomplice of Bourholie and the burner 
of La Vendee, which he termed the grand Hlumma- 
tivn, wantonly confumed by fire one of the fuburbs 
of Saumur, when the enemy were twenty leagues 
from the place ; and at Laval gave me an order to 
put the fick to death in their beds. The order was fo- 
licited by one Baleguier, who delivered to me a copy 
of the deliberations, which is now in my polTeffion. 
This Turreau alfo made his coufin, Turreau dc 
Grarabouville et de Liniere, a General and Burner 
in Chief. Barras and Freron, the grand defolaters 
of the South, where they were on million with the 
worthy patriots Ricard, Salicetti, Robefpierre jui- 
moTf and Gafton, wanted to level Marleilles with 
(he ground, and beftowed on it the appellation of 
the Namelefs. At Toulon they put in requifition 
1 aoo demolifhers, and cauled upwards of Pwo ihou- 
Jand perjons to be fliot and guillotined. That im- 
poftor Jarabon St. Andre, on his return to Breft 
after the naval aftion of the firtl of June, 1794, 
fuffered the people to ftrew flowers upon his head, 
and made a report replete with falfehoods. Ricard, 
Choudieu, Gamier de Xaintes, and Levalfeur de la 
Sarthe, were the accuiers and affaffins of Philip- 
peaux; the two firft had the inlblenceto pronounce 
\ panegyric on the ferocious and cowardly Roflignol. 

Prieuj^ 
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Prieur de la M;irne, a madman, perpetually drunfe, 
excited an infarredlion in Morbilian, in concert 
with a General Canucl, who rode over the bodies of 
the Chouaiis that were fhot at Vanncs ; while at 
Jofleltn, one Batteux, a cook and commiffary, dele- 
gated by Carrier and Prieur, made ilicir vit^Uras dig 
the graves which they were deflincd to fill. The 
whole commune of ijrcfl went to denounce Prieur 
at the bar of the Convention. During the licge of 
Angers he put to death a prodigious number of wo- 
intn and girls, who were arretted in the fuburbs i 
after he had examined ihcm and treated them with 
every mark, of ridicule and contempt, he ordered 
them to be fent to ihe Ho/filal, ^s be called it, and 
they were thot at the water-fide. The foldiers 
laughed while they executed thefe orders, and ilrip- 
ped the bodies. 

A Madame de Civrac, an abbefs, was taken be- 
fore Franca ftcl and Prieur; fhe had a faithful fer- 
vant with her, who refufed to quit her; they were 
accordingly both guillotined at Angers. This lady 
was at leatl eighty years of age. Francaftel caufed 
ieveral pertbns to be drowned, even after the death 
of Robefpierre. At Savenay, Prteur caufed iwehe 
hmdred peafauts, who had laid down their arms, to 
be fhot ; after he had put them all together in a 
church, he ordered a republican column to halt, 
and the Chief of Brigade Carbon was entruficd 
with the dire<ftion of the mafifacre. This Carbon 
muft flill be at Loudeac, where he informed me of 
the circumtlance at a time when he was under my 
command. At Noirmout]er,^/f«; hundied prifuuen 
of war zvere Jhot. It was there that the brave and 
virtuous D'El bee peri flied, with feveral other officers 
of merit. At Mans, all the women that could be 
found were put to death. At tiaval, nine months 
after all thefe maffacres, I had the good fortune to 
lave the life of a young girl of Maulcvricr \ who, at 
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the maflacre at Mans, tiad ren^elved the lafl: fighs of 
her mother, on the liigb road, after which flie had 
lived fix months in the woods. 

Page 241, — In. the ai'ilion on the 5th of Auguft, 
1793, at Doue the vanguard took feveiity-nine pri- 
foners, who were convej'edto the tower at Saumur^ 
whither I had occalion lo go a few days after, to fee 
fome hutTars of my own regiment, who were in pri- 
fon there. Having expreffed a with to fee the Ven- 
dean prifoners, I was taken to the bottom of a large 
tower, where, among a heap of dying perfons, / 
/aw one man aStiially dead, and another expiring at his 
fide. I fell down myfclf, nearly fuffbcatcd by the 
mcphitical vapours, and they were obliged to carry 
me from the place. I fent for the man who fcemcd 
to be dying, and gave him fome broth, which re- 
vived him, and he afterwards recovered. 

Soon after I left Saumar, Levajfeur de la Sarthe 
arrived there. His firft operation was to order the 
prifoners to be tied together in pairs, for the pur- 
pofe, as he faid, of transferring them to another 
place ; but he gave fecret orders to have them put to 
death, and his orders were obeyed. From Saumur 
to Orleans, bands of fifty, fixty, and even a hun- 
dred, were drowned or fhot at one time ; and tlie 
condudlors, Mogue and Fetlt, put the allowance of 
thete unhappy men in their own pockets. Levaffeur 
openly boafted of this expedition in the cave at the 
Thuilleries. (See the fitting of the ifl: Nivofe, la 
the ad year.) 

Interrogate the civil authorities at Blois, and the 
keeper of the prifon at Saumur, on thefe fafts. — 
On that day, ift Nivofe, Lequkm wrote to the 
Convention, to inform them that he had blown out 
the brains of two prifoners at Footenai le Peuple, 
and that he had juft caufed five hundred to be Ihot. 
—(See the Moniteur.) This Lequima has written a 
hillory of La Vendee, in which he denounces as af- 
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iaHins all thofe generals whom the Dlre£lory have 
fince employed again. I declare that the Vendeans 
took upwards of thirty thoufend prifoners, whom 
they relealed after fhaving their heads ; and that they 
committed no adls of cruelty until the republicans 
bad fct the example, by inaflacreing their rich, 
throwing them into the flames, &c. 

On the 15th of July, 1793, at the battle of 
Mardgne, the cowardly and ferocious ftroller Grant' 
nwrit cut to pieces three prifoners who were tied to- 
gether in the Caftlc of Felines. The Generals of 
the weflcni army were, as 1 have before obferved, 
lencgadoes, monks, conftitiitional priefls, moun- 
tebanks, opera dancers, and blackguards of every 
ikfcri^Hon. 
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J^f fucceedivg Extra^s are Jilecfed from a IVork r^- 
cetifJy pubhjhed, efiiitkJ, " A Refidence in France^ 
" during the Years 1792, 1 793) i794j^«'^ 1795?'^*- 
*' Jcribed in a Series of Letters from an Englifh 
*' hady^* 2 vols. Zvo, 

Vol. ii. Page 14. — Tlic whole town of Bedoum, 
in the South of France, was burnt purfuaut to a de- 
cree of the Convention, to expiate the imprudence 
of foine of its inhabitants in having cut down a dead 
tree of liberty. Above fixty people were guillo- 
tined as accomplices, and their bodies thrown into 
pits, dug by order of the Reprefentative Maignet, 
then on miffion, before their death. Thefe execu- 
tions were fucceeded by a conflagration of all the 
boufes, and the iraprifonment or difpcrfion of their 
poflcfibrs. It is likewife worthy of remark, that 
many of thefe laft were obliged, by exprels order of 
Maignet, to be fpe£lators of the murder of their 
friends and relations. 

Pages 55, 56.— The following is the Copy of a 

Letter 
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Letter addreflTed to the Mayor, of Paris, 
milTary of the Government at Angers : 

You will give us pleafure by tranfmitting the 
details of your fete at Parrs laft decade, with the 
'' hymns that were fung. Here we all cried, ' Five 
" id Repuhlique /* as we ever do, when our holy ino- 
" ther Guillotine is at work. Within thefe three 
" days fhc has Ihaved eleven priefls, one c't-devani 
•' noble, a nun, a general, and a fuperb Engllfli- 
" man, fix feet high ; and as he was too tall by a 
'' head, we have put that info a lack. At the fame 
" time eight hundred rebels were fliot at the Pont 
" de Ce, and their carcaflbs thrown into the Loire ! 
" I undcrftand the army is on the track of the run- 
** aways. All we overtake we fhoot on the fpot, 
*' and in fuch numbers that the ways are heaped 
" with them." 

About this time a woman who fold newfpapcrs, 
and the printer of them, were guillotined for para- 
graphs deemed mctviques. 

Page loo. — A farmer was guillotined, becaufe 
fome blades of corn appeared growing in one of 
his ponds ; from which circHmftancc it was inferred 
that he had thrown in a large quantity, in order to 
promote a fcarcity ; though it was fubftantially 
proved on his trial, that at the preceding harveft the 
grain of an adjoining field had been got in during a 
high wind, and that in all probability fome fcattered 
ears which reached the water had produced what was 
deemed fufficient teftimony to convict him. Another 
underwent the fame puniftiment for purfuing his 
ufual courfe of tillage, and growing part of his 
ground with lucerne, inftead of devoting the whole 
to wheat. 

Pages I2T, T22, 123. — I have already noticed the 
cruel and ferocious temper of Le Bon, and the maf- 
facres of his tribunals are already well known, I 
will only add forae circumftances which not only 
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may be confidered as chara(5terifiic of this tyfant, 
but of the times, and I fear I may add, of the peo-' 
pie, who fuftcred and even applauded them. They 
arc feletfled from many others not fufceptible of being 
defcribed in language fit for an Engliili reader. 

Being one day amufing himfelf, as ufual, with a 
£ght of the guillot'tmige, where feveral had already 
'fufiercd, one of the victims having, from a very 
natural emotionj averted his e)'es, while he placed 
his body in the pollure required, the executioner 
perceived It, and going to the facie which coiiiained 
tihe heads of thofcjuft facrificed, took one out, and 
'with the moft horrid imprecations obliged the un- 
happy wretch to kifs it : yet Le Bon not only permit- 
ted, but fanc^ioned this, by dining daily with the 
hangman. He was afterwards reproached with this 
familiarity in the Convention, but defended himfclf 
by laying — " A fimilar ail of Lequinio's was infert- 
•' cd by your orders in the bulletin with honourable 
" mention, and your decrees have invariably confe- 
" crated the principles on which \ acSled." They all 
felt for a moment the dominion of confcicnce, and 
were iilent- On another occafion, he fufpended an 
execution, while the favages, whom he kept in pay, 
threw dirt on the prifoners, and infulted them pre- 
vious to their fuffering. 1 

When any of his colleagues pafTed through Arras, ' 
he always propofed their joining with him in a 
" partie de guillotine;" and the executions were 
perpetrated in a fmall fquare at Arras, rather than in 
the great one, that himtelf, his wife and relations, 
might more commoJioufly enjoy the fpedtaclc from 
the balcony of the theatre, where they took their 
coffee, attended by a band of mulic, which played 
while this human butchery lallcd. 

The Convention, the Cornmittees, all France, 
were well acquainied with the conduit of Le Bon. 
He himfclf began to fear he might have exceeded the 
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limits of hlscommUFiOti ; aud upon cOfrfmunicating 
lb me fcmples of this kind to hts employers, received 
the following letters, which, though they do not 
exculpate him, certainly render the Committee of 
"Public Welfare more criminal than himlelf. 
" Citizen, 
" The Committee of Public Welfare approve the 
meafures you have adopted, at the fame time that 
they deem the warrant which you folicit to be unne- 
cellary ; fuch meafurcs being not only allowable, but 
enjoined by the very nature ot your mitlion. No 
confideration ought to ftand in the way of your re- 
volutionary progrcfs. Give free fcope therefore to 
your energy ; (he powers you are inverted with are 
jinliroited, and ivhatever you may deem conducive 
to the public good, you are free, you are even called 
upon by duty, to carry into execution without delay. 
We here tranfmit you an order of the Committee, 
by which your powers arc extended to the neigh- 
bouring departments. Armed with fuch means, and 
with your energy, you will go on to confound the 
enemies of the Republic, with the very Ichemes 
they have projected foritsdcftrudtion. 

" Carnot. 
*' Barrere. 

" R. LiNDET." 

Extract from anotlter Leiler, figmd Billaud-Varenmif 
Carmt^ and Barrere. 

" There is no commutation for offences againft a 
republic. Death alone can expiate them \ Purthc 
the traitors with fire and fword ; and continue to 
inarch with courage in the revolutionary track you 
have defcribed." 

Page. 176. — So late as the 7th Thermidor ("July 
25), Barrere made a pompous eulogium on Robe- 
fpicrre, and in a long account on the ftate of the 
countrj', he acknowledges that " fome little clouds 
" hang over the political horizon, but they will foon 
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** be difperfed, by the union which fubfifts in the 
" Committees; above all, by a more fpeedy trial 
*' and execution of revolutionary criminals." It is 
difficult to imagine what new means of difpatcb this 
airy barbarian had contrived ; for, in the fix months 
preceding this harangue, twelve hundred and fifty 
had been guillotined in Paris aJom, 

Page 158. — It was Tallien's boaft to have guillo- 
tined none but ariftocrats ; and of this part of his 
merit I am willing to leave him in polleflion. At 
Toulon he was charged with the puntfhment of thofe 
who had given up the town to the Englifh ; but 
finding, as he aljeged, nearly all the inhabitants 
involved, he feleded about two hundred of the 
licheft ; and, that (he horrid bufineis might wear an 
appearance of regularity, the fatnotSy that is, the 
mofl notorious Jamhins, were ordered to give their 
opinion on the guilt of thete vidtlms, who were 
brought out into an open field for that purpofe* 
With fuch judges the fentence was foon paffed, and a 
fitfiUade took place on tlie fpot. It was on this occa- 
iion that Tallien made particular boaft of his huma- 
nity ; and in the lame publication wherein he relates 
the circumllance, he expofes the atrocious conduit of 
the Englifh at Toulon. The cruelty of tliefe barba- 
rians not being fufficiently gratified by difpatching 
their viciims the fhorteft way, they hung up many 
of them by their chins, on hooks at the fharables, 
and left them to die at their leifure. Sec " IVIitraiU 
" lades, Fufillades," a recriminating patisphUt, ad- 
drefTed by TalHen to Col lot d'Herbois. The title 
alludes to CoHot's exploits at Lyons. 

Page 174. — The Marcfchalle deBiron, a very old 
and infirm woman, was taken to the Luxembourg 
at Paris, where her daughter-in-law, the Dutehefe, 
was alfo confined. A cart arriving at that prilbn to 
convey a number of vlftims to the tnburmi, the lift, 
in the coarfe diale(51: of rcjpublicanifm, contained the 

name 



name of La Femme Biron. *' But there are two of 
" them/* faid the keeper : '• Then bring them both." 
TheagedMarefchalle, who was atfupper, concluded 
her meal while the reft were preparing, then took 
up her book of devotion, and departed cheerfully. 
The next day both mother and daughter were guil- 
lotined. 

Page 200. — ^Thc Revolutionary Tribunal conti-> 
nues fentencing people to death, on pretexts as fri- 
volous as in the time of Robefpierre ; they have only 
the advantage of being tried more formally, and of 
forfeiting their lives upon proof, inftcid of without 
it, for actions that a ftridlly adminiftered juttice 
would not punifli by a month's imprironmcnt : for 
inflance, a young Monk, for writing y<W(///V letters, 
and figning refolutions in favour of federalifm ; 
a hofier, for facilitating the return of an emigrant : 
a man of ninety, for fpeaking againft the revolution, 
and difcrediting the affignats; a contra<5lor, for em- 
bezzling forage j people of various defcriptions, 
forobrtru(5ling the recruitment, or infulting the tree 
gf liberty, Thele and many fimilar condemnations 
will be found in the proceedings of the Revolution- 
ary Tribunal, long after ^he death of Roheffierre^ 
and when jujltce and huntanity were faid to be re- 
flored. 

Page 215, 216, 217- — ^Though the horror excited 
by fuch atrocious details muft be terviceablc to hu- 
manity, I am conltrained by decency to fparc the 
reader a part of them. Let the imagination, how- 
ever repugnant, paufe for a moment over Ihefe 
fcenes. Five, or eight hundred people, of different 
iexes, ages, and conditions, are taken from their 
prifons in the dreary months of December and J^' 
nuary, and conducTcd, during the filence of the 
night, to the banks of the Loire. The agents of the 
Republic thdre, del'poil them of their cTptbcs, and* 
force them, fhivering and def«n<:elefs, tp enter tlie 
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machines prepared for their deflru6lion. They are 
chained down, to prevent their efcape by fwimmingy 
and then the bottom is detached from the upper part,- 
and funk. On foipe occalions, the milerable vic- 
tims contrived to loofe themfelves, and cUngipg to 
the boats near them, fhrieked in the agonies of de- 
fpair and death, " Oh fave us ! it is not even now 
*• too late; in mercy fave us !" But they appealed 
to wretches to whom mercy was a fl ranger ; and be- 
ing cut away from their hold by flrokes of the fabre, 
they perifhed with their companions. That nothing 
might be wanting to thefe outrages againfl nature, 
they were defcribed as jefts, and called noyades, 
wafer-parties, and civic bapifms ! Carrier, a Eteputy 
of the Convention, ufed to dine and make parties of 
pleafure, accompanied by mufic, and every fpecies 
of grofs luxury, on board the barges appropriated 
to thofe execrable purpoies. 

At one time fix hundred children appear to have 
been drowned ; fix young people of both fexes 
were tied in pairs and thrown into the river ; (hou-r 
fands were fhot on the high roads and in the fields } 
and vaft numbers were guillotined without a trial '\ 
Six young women, in particular, lifters, and all un- 
der four-and-twenty, were ordered to the guillotine 
together: the youhgeft died inftantly of fear, the 
reft were executed fucceffively. — A child eleven 
years old, who had previoufly told the executioner, 
with afFediing finiplicity, that he hoped he would 
not hurt him much, received three ftrokes of the 
guillotine before his head was. fevered from hi§ 
body ! 

Tvvo thoufand perfons died in lefs than two 
months of a peflilence, occafioned by this carnage : 
the air became infedt^ed, raid the waters of the Loirft 
impoifoned by dead bodies ; and thofe whom tyranny 
yet fpared, perifhed by, the elemepts yrhich na^tur^ 
intended for their fupport, 
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Vaft funis were exadted from the Nantah for pu- 
rifying the air, and taking precautions againft epi- 
demical diforders. 

This black lifl of enormities might be extended 
almoil: ad infinitum, but it is deemed expedient to 
clofe it, at leaft for the prefent, with the confeflion 
of a (launch advocate foi" the French revolution, a 
con ftitution- monger, a legiflator, and a judge — in 
fhort, no lets a perfonage than Thomas Paine, who, 
in his malignant attack upon General Wafhington, 
for the firft time in his hfe ftumbled upon the truth. 
*' To fucli a pitch of rage and fufpicion was Robe- 
" fpierreand his Commit tee" (of which be it obferved, 
^arnot, the adiual Prefident of the Dire6tory, was a 
leading member) " arrived, that it fceroed as if ihcy 
" feared to leave a man alive. No man cotdd count 
" tipon his hfe for twenty hours. One hundred and 
" lixty-nine prifoners were taken out of the Luxem- 
" bourg in one night, and one hundred and fixty of 
" them were guillotined. In the next lift, I have 
" good reafon to believe / was mcJuded."' — Finis 
COronat opus. 
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J. HE reader will pleafe to recoUe(ft, that, in the 
Firft Number of the Cenfor, I brought down the 
proceedings in the Hoitfe of Reprelentativcs to the 
5th of January, the memorable day of the exhibi- 
tion of the French flag. I thould not now have 
thought of returning to the fame fubjeft, had I not 
been ted to it by an attack on the Prefident, in the 
anarchical Aurora of Philadelphia. 

One would have thought that giving this flag a 
place among the archives of the United States would 
have been conferring honour enough upon it j but 
nothing would content the French-AinericanSj who 
write in the paper I have juft mentioned, fliort of 
'its being hoilled in the Congrefs Chamber, as A 
trophy of the vitttory of French influence. They 
cite us the example of the Convention : but let 
them fay under what circumftances, and with what 
motive, our flag was granted a confpicuous place iti 
their hall. It was dithonoured by being fwung up,' 
I gibbeted up, by the fide of the flag of regenerated 
Geneva; a tlate in which the Convention had 
cflablifhed their lyftem of pillage and murder, and 
which they treated as a conquered country, rather 
than as a.n imUfendent aWy. To add to our humilia- 
tion, a duplicate, as I may call it, of our flag was" 
fent to Geneva, and there exhibited in the Convene 
"tion of a poor little degraded nation of thirty fhou- 
^-fand bodies, I will not call them fouls. This was 
piaying to the Genevefe, See, you are not the only 
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■people who have thrown thcmlcU'es on our pw- 
tetfling power, and fent as a pledge of their fubmiC- 
fion to our principles. 

Thus, hy the inditcretion (to give i: tlic mildeft 
term) of our arabafiador, have we been degr^iifi 
in the eyes of even Italians ^ and expofed to the 
gibes of the Httle fcandalizing circles of the leall re- 
Ipe^able people in Europe : and, in return for this 
•cruel infult, we are called upon to ditlinguilh the 
flag of the Convention with a place in the public 
fittings of our Legiflature, and by this aft acknow- 
ledge ourfelves the fupple tools of our infulters 1 — 
This is modern patrtotifm. 

Debate on the Appropriations for the Mnh 
January t^th. 

Mr. Williams, agrefeably to notice before given, 
moved to ftrike out of the Approprlatioa Bill all the 
grofs fum appropriated for the officers of the Mint. 

Mr. Sedgwick, (from Maffachtfefts) thought that 
the courfe which the Gentleman is purfuing has 
never been adopted before. It is incorrctil^ to difcufe 
Ihe merits of the Mint in pafling this bill. We 
might as well take up the falary of the Chief Juftice, 
or any other article in the bill, as the Mint. We 
never would have done at this rate. We are now 
only to vote for the bill, as agreeable to the laws 
already made. Mr. Sedgwick faid, that if the 
Gctitleman from New-York (Mr. Williams) would 
bring forward any propoiition for the regulation, or 
CTKi the abolition, of the eflnblifhment of the Mint, 
if it could be proved produflive of public benefit, he, 
with every other Gentleman, would give him their 
aid to cfFeft the objcft ; but that now, he conceived, 
it could not regularly be brought forward. He 
thought an appropriation bill fliould be conformed 
exai5tly to the ftate ai the public engagements, and 
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that where eftablilhments had been formed and 
ialancs provided, the amount of them fl^ould be the 
principle of calculating the amount of appropria- 
tions ; and the Houfe ought not, by withholding 
appropriations, to break in upon and defiroy efta- 
blifliracnts formed by the whole Lcgiilaturc. That 
thelc obfcrvations had hitherto been fanflioned by 
the practice on this fubjedl. He obferved, that if 
the Houfc was to inveftigatc, in the difcuihan of an 
appropiialion bill, the amount of falaries and the 
Jcgal eftablifhments of Government, the pubhc 
Icrvice would he dangeroufly dctkoyed. He re- 
marked, that it was to be oblerved that no appro- 
priation was made, for any purpole, fince the com- 
mcnccroent of the year. 

Mr. Gallatin (from Gerteva} rofe to fiate a ge- 
neral principle, which he thought it of importance 
to lay down on this occafion, Icli- the decilion on 
the prefent queftion, grounded on a difFcrant prin- 
ciple, fhould, on fome future occafion, be brought 
forward. The principle was, JJuit thh Houfe has a 
right, by iL-ithholding dfiprQ^riitions iv/te?i they fee 
proper, to fiop the. ivheels of Gortrwuent. This, he 
laid, was plainly to be inferred from the praftice of 
the Houfc, in tlieir paffing annually an appropria- 
tion law. He obferved, that in one in fiance the 
Houfe had departed from that principle. In refjieA 
to the payment of the intcretl: on the public debt, 
for the fupport of the public credit, the Houfe had 
thought it neceflary to give up that right. If tliis 
principle is not juft, it would be bell to make a 
permanent provilion at once, 

Mr. Sedgwick faid, that he had certainly no in-.. 

tention to have given occafion to the obfervalious 

[which had been made; but as the genera! principleJ 

[which he had laid down had been denied, and as itT 

'had fome relation, either inliraatc or remote, to llic 

fubje£l before the Committee, he would take the 

liberty 
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liberty to repeat the principle, and to fay a fc\^ 
words in fupport of it. 

The principle, then, which he had afTmned, was, 
that when Icfjal eflablifhrnents were made, it was the 

duty of ihe Lt^giflatiire to make appropriations con- 
formably to the public cntragemcnts, and that neither 
branch had a right to withhold its atfenf. He ob- 
fcrved, that the wliole Legiflature, and not a part,- 
were competent to form cont rafts, and to eftablifli 
and alter compeiifations and falaries. The Legifla- 
ture, and not ciflier branch of it, had the power of 
exprcffing the public will, and pledging the public 
faiih : that when a falary is afccrtained, the public 
faith is pledged that it Ihall be paid according to the 
llipidation ; and that therefore the public credit is 
involved in making the neceflary appropriations, 
without which it could not be paid. He alked, if 
in fuch cafe it was competent to the Houfc rightfully 
to withhold the means necefl'ary for the performance 
of the public engagements.. 

He faid, he had always fuppofed that the power 
of the Houfe, in the cal*e of appropriations, did not 
give a power to yield or withhold afTent on fuch a 
fuljject. He believed in every fuch in fiance the 
exercife of difcrelion was rcftraincd. To illuftratc 
his ideas, he could mention a fimilar inflance. The 
Conftitution had declared, that the Prefident fhould 
rcc(-ive a flated compenfation for his ferviccs, to be 
afcerlained by law,, which could neither be dimi- 
nilhed nor enlarged during the term for which be 
fhould have been elected. Here was a duty impofed 
on the Legiflature, with the performance of which 
they could not, they had no power to ditpenfc. 
Yet after the compentation was Hated, no payment 
could be made but in confequcnce of appropriating. 
He alked, if, in this cale, when the public will was 
cxprefled, the engagement and the national faith 
pledged, the Legiflature could of right withhold the* 

neceflary 
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neceflary appropriation ? The fame obfcrvations 
might, he i'aid, be applied to every infiancc where 
pubHc controls were formed. The public faith was 
pledged ; the nccefliiry appropriations mufr be made 
to prevent a violatioo of it, and, if widibcid, fuch 
violation might juftly be charged on the Legiilature. 

Here a long convcrfation took place %vith rcfpeft 
to the expediency of the propofed meafure, on the 
advantages and difadvantages of a Mint, &c. After 
which Mr. LkmgftoUf whom vvc fhall by and by 
fte making a conlidcrable figure in the field of op- 
pofition to the Government, made a motion for the 
ftriking out the zvhole appropriation for the Mini. 

Mr. Murray (from Marjland) laid, that had the 
Gentleman from New-York moved for delay, for 
the purpt)fe of introducing a motion to repeal the 
law which rendered ihio appropriation neceffary, he 
would not have troubled the Iloufe with a tingle 
remark ; but his motion to flrike out an appropria- 
tion, for the purpofe of bringing the policy of the 
law itfelf into dilcuffion, contained a principle in 
his mind fo repugnant to the great legiflativc duties 
of the Houfe, that he would oppofc it. The objedt 
of tlie appropriation is not a temporary one, but a 
part of the machinery of our Government, under 
the exprefs authority of the Conftitution, by law. 
The doctrine now contended for by the Gentlemen 
from New -York and Peniifylvania (Mr. Livingfton 
and Mr. Gallatin) was, that this Houfc have a dif- 
cretionary power of appropriating, or not. To this 
do£lrine, taken in the extent which he conceived 
they contended for, he could not give his fupport. 
On the contrary, he thought, that in all cafes where 
an appropriation flowed from a law to make good a 
contra<5t, or to eretfl a pennanent organ in the Go- 
vernment, and from any law whole object was per- 
manent, the true doctrine was, that it was the duty 
of the Houfe to vote an appropriation. A law is the 

will 
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will of the nation : the fame powers only that formed J 
it can repeal it. If it be a conft it iit tonal a6t, no' 
power can lavvfnlly obIlni6l its operation or its ex- 
iftence. But atti;nding to the doctrine maintained^ 
to-day, it would follow, that though this Houfe had 
not the power of repealing a law made by all the 
branches of Government, it may obftruft its opera - 
lions and render it a dead letter: though it cannot 
repeal j it may do what fhall amount to a repeal, 
which is the affumption of a power aim oft equal to 
that of exchilive legiflation. He thought he faw in 
this an evil of great extent, and an anarchy of theo- 
retic principles. It appeared to him, that thoagh<j 
we originate money-bills, we had no right to refuft 
an appropriation to exiffmg laws thit either fecured 
a debt or any contract, or that related to ohjedls 
permanent by the law that created or acknowledged 
them, as long as the law itfelf remained unrepealed. 
We had but a fhare of IcgiHative power. Where a 
law, relative to luch objects as he had alluded to^ 
exified, from which an appropriation- followed till 
the law ceafcd, by repeal or by other contFitutional 
means, it was obligatory upon us, as well as upon 
our constituents ; and the only powers we could ex-* 
ercilc, of a difcretionary fort, refolved themfelves 
cither into the mode of making good the appropria- 
tion, or of voting for its repeal. The other branches 
would then judge of the propriety of our pro- 
ceeding ; but till they, who aflifted in its cnafling, 
judged with us the neceflity of doing it away, a 
duty refulted that we ihould give it the energy in- 
tended by its ena6lion. 

The appropriation for the Mint was finally pafled. 

Remarks.— The firfl: three items in the Appro- 
priation Bill were as follows : 
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For compenfation to the Prefident of the Dellart. 
United States ~ - - 35,000 

VTo the Vice-prefident - - - 5,000 

jTo the Members of the Senate - - '38,000 

Now, would it not have been murh the fhorteft 

ray for Mr. Livingfion to move for flrlking out thefe 

three items r This would have, been coming to the 
fmark at once. By only three ftrokes of tlie ** CaJtn 
[Olfen'er's" pen, the free, the independent, the be- 
Pneficent Government of the Unitt-d Slates might have 

been changed int,o a National Convention ; and in 

the fame number of days we might have leen our 
Sftreets patrolled by revolutionary ruffians, our pro- 
►■perty expofcd to requifitions and our heads to the 
^guillotine. 

But it is not my intention to enter into the 
[merits of a motion at once the height of malevolence. 
^and abfurdity ; I have introduced this debate merely 
I to have an opportunity of introducing the principle 
;Iaid down by Mr. GaUaiin, and Mr, Gallatin along 

with it 

This gentleman tells us, that the Houfc of Re- 
; prefentatives " have a right, by withholding appro- 
priations when they fee proper, io Jhp the wheels of 

*' Government" I thou Id be glad to know where 
: he learnt this : whether from his companions in 

Braddock's Field, or from their correfpoodents, the 
kicorrupted fiuur-jnerchants in Philaddpbia. They, 

indeed, were well verfed in flopping the wheels of 
I Government by the egcncy of approprialiojis. 

When Mr. Gallatin rofe from his feat to broacli 
"-this clogging principle, there was an old farmer 
, iitling befide me, to whom the pcrfon of the orator 
libemcd familiar: ''Ah, ah!" fays he, "what's 

f ' little Mofes in Congrefs ?" I Jharply reprimanded 
' liim for taking one of our reprefenta lives for a Jew ; 

}}ut, to confefs a truth, the Gentleman from Gene-va 

Jjas an accent not unlike that of a wanderinfr Ilraelite. 
2 ft 
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It is neither ItaUan, German, nor French ; and were 
it not a fort of Iczc republicanirm, 1 would fay he 
clipped the King's Englifh moil unmerciiully. Such 
an accent is admirably adapted for extolling the va- 
lue of leaden buckles, or for augmenting the dif- 
cordant howlings of a fynagoguc ; but it throws a 
certain air of ridicule over the debates of a legitlative 
affembly, and forms a fort of burlefque on the har- 
monious eloquence of the other members. 

When I told the good jog-trot to take care what 
he was faying, for that the perfonage then on his legs 
was no oiher than the great Gallutin, he opened his 
eyes, and with a look and voice exprcllive of an honcfl 
indignation, '* What !" lays he, " that fame Gal- 
*' latin who was one of the leaders In the weflem 
" infurrcdtion ?** 1 could not help fmiling at the 
fimplicity of my country friend, in not perceiving 
that fuch a circumflance was the Inglieft proof of 
Mr. Gallatin's patriotifm, and the only one that re- 
commended him to the fuiFrages of his con ftituents. 
" No wonder," fays the farmer, " that he wants to 
" Hop the wheels of Government. I with he'd at- 
** tempt to flop the wheels of my waggon as I ani 
*' going dcwn hill." God forgive me, but I believe 
I laid yJmen. 

Mr. Gallatin has been accufed of inconliftency j 
but here 1 cannot join the enemies of that gentle- 
man. Whatever a man may be, I love to do him 
ample juftice. This is a principle fo ftrongly im- 
printed in my brcaft, that it induces me to under- 
take the defence of Mr. Gallatin's contiftency, 
though I have not the highcft refpedf for his general 
condudl or for his character. 

We might follow this gentleman through his poli- 
tical career from liie day of his difembarkation to 
the prefent feffion of Congrefs ; but it will not, I 
imagine, be neceiTary to go further back than the 
wefiern rebellion. 

So 
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So early as the 21ft of July, i 791, wc find him 
Clerk to a meeting for oppofing the excite law, or, 
in other words, '* flopping the wlieels of Govern-. 
*' ment." — On the 2 ill of April, 1792, wc find 
ihis adjourned meeting declaring, " Tlint whereas 
'' fotne men may be fbaiid among us, fo far lofl to 
" every fenfe of virtue, and feeling for the dittreftes 
" of our country, as to accept the office for the 
collc(^^ion of the doty; 

" Refolved, -therefore, that in future we wi 
confider fuch perfons as unworthy of our friend 
fliip, have no intcrcoiirfe or dealings with them, 
withdraw from them every afliltance, and u-ifh- 
hoid all the comforts of life, which depend upon 
thofe duties which as men and fellow-citizens we 
owe to each other, and upon all occalions treat 
them with that contempt they deferve ; and that 
it be, and it is hereby raoft earneftly recommended 
to the people at large, to follow the lame line of 
** condutl towards thera," 

Thus, then, 1 think here is no Inconfiftency; no 
change of principles. The man that could draw np 
s refolution like this, cannot be faid to have ahaor 
doned his principles, when he declares that the 
Iloufe of Reprcfentatives may flop the wheels of 
Government, when they fee proper, by withholding 
appropriations. 

it is laid, indeed, that Mr. Gallatin hasfince re- 
pented of his infurredion condu(?t, that he called 
the above-quoted refolution his " political fin," and 
we all know that he ligned a promife of iLibniiiiion 
to the laws ; but let it be remembered, that he 
never talked about this political lin, until he came 
down to Philadelphia, and that his promife of fub- 
jniflion to the laws was not made, until he law that 
Tefiftance was in vain, and that it was thu only way 
of availing himfelf of the amnefly, and faving hi3 
carcals from a loathfome dungeon. And, if he did 

leave 
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JcavehU poor deluded adherents in the lurch, and 
even facrifice them to his own fefety, this is no more 
than every rebellious ringleader is ready to do, when 
the moment of danger arrives. It is by no means 
a proof of im^onfiltency in the Gentleman from Ge- 
neva. It is, to ufc the words of a late poliiical 
writer, * ' vufying his means to preferve the uuitj/ of his 
»' tnd" When overturning a government, or llop- 
ping its wheels, ia the fole objcft of a patriot, fb 
long as he keeps ftcadijy towards the point, whether 
by open rebellion, confefling his political fin, prcT 
tending fubmiflion, lurching his aflbciates, or with- 
holding appropriations, he can never be jufily 
charged wilh inconliftency, 

Jithate OH the ^Jij^oinimenl of a Slenographert 
January i^th. 

On the 28th a report of the Stenographical Com- 
mittee was given in, fpecifying that the Committee 
had received propofals from Mr. David Roberifon of 
Virginia, vvhofc demand for one feflion was 4000 
dollars. The report been me the order of the day for 
the 29th, when a refolution was propofed in favour 
of the appointment. 

I fhall choolc from this debate what fell from Mr. 
Swanwick and Mr. William Smith, as appearing io 
me to comprife nearly all that was urged on both 
fides. 

Mr, Swanwick (from Fennfylvania). As to the 
gentleman who is the fubjeft of the refolution, if 1 
have more firenuonfly than utiial oppofed the mo- 
tion, it is from a defire to keep him from quitting 
the lucrative iituation he is faid to find himfelf in, 
to embark on the ftormy tea he is contemplating. 
To be ihc organ of the members of this Houfe to 
their conftituenls is indeed a very delicate talk } one 
for which, contidering the danger he might be in of 

an 



MARCH, 1796. 



^57 



an CJrpticus's fate, that of being torn fo pieces, the 
lahiry is but a poor compenltttion. He is to do juf- 
tice to the eloquence of Ibine members — he is to 
clothe in an elegant drefs the uncouth, yet well- 
meaning exprclfions ofothcrs. But what will he da 
with the tilcnt members, who never fpeak At all ? — 
What will their conltituents think of them ? In- 
deed, Sir, if he had the idea I hive formed of his 
danger, he will not undertake at all. Faction ntid 
party have been mentioncd^happy Stenographer, if 
he can keep clear of tliefe ! If he fall into their 
power, infcnhbly he will reprcfent one fide in clouds ' 
and darkncfs, the other as ornamented Wntli the 
brightclf beams of light. How will he pleafe both? 
Mifrcprefentation is complained of : alas. Sir, how 
quick is error, how flow is the progrefs of truth in 
almoft all things ! Our Stenographer muft indeed be 
a wonder-working raan, jf he cdn revert this tide, 
and make every where light, and corret^ reafoning 
prevail. The beft mode of informing on r con flit u- 
ehts is by the Yeas and Nays on our atts ; this truly 
Ihows, as a gentleman from New-Hamplhirc has 
obfcrved, our doings, which are much more inter- 
eiling to them than our abtlraft rcafonings ; theie 
dur conliitUcnts will eafily form to thciniclves ideas 
of when they know our votes. 

Mr. W. Lyman (Majfachifttts) faid, that if this 
rcfolution did not pals. It won/ J ts adiij/ahle to fend 
all the Pnrifers to the gallery. 

Mr. \V. -Smith (South CarolimiJ faid it was admit- 
ted on all lidesj that it was highly important for the 
people to receive the moil: accurate ittformation of 
the proceedings of the HOLil'e, and that the debates 
were in general extremely mifreprcfcntcd. Was it 
not then the duty of the Houlc lo remedy thi^ evil, 
and to adopt I'uch mcafures as would tranfmit to tiie 
people in every part of the United States, tiie molt 
accurate information of the coudu<5t of their reprc- 

voL. ill. s Icntatives? 
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fcntatives ? The Houfe had now an opportunity of 
obtaining the fer vices of a gentleman peculiarly 
diflinguiftied for the rare talent of reporting vvilh 
accuracy public debates : the corapentation which 
would be adequate to fuch ufeful and laborious Ihr- 
vice was beyond the ability of any printer ; the 
Houte ought therefore to contribute towards it. The 
fum required was a trifle when compared with the 
advantages; it was no obje«5l : the only queAion 
then was, whether the Stenographer ought to be an 
officer of the Houtej in that capacity he certainly 
would be more eafily refi rained from tbecommilfion 
of any wilful mifrcprefentation. Mr. Smith did not 
feel the force of the objections againtl the report. 
Jt had been faid,that although the members were 
now mifreprcfented, yet they bad it in their power 
to publifli corrcilions ; but thefe corrcdions were 
often overlooked, while the mifrcprefentation was 
operating very injurioufly to the character of the 
Member : this was generally the cafe in places re- 
mote from the feat of government ; the mangled ac- 
count of a debate was republithed in a diitaut pa> 
per, and the corre<£tion, if it reached the diliant 
printer, was generally dilVegarded. Among the op- 
ponents to the report, Mr. Smith laid that he was 
iurprifed to find the gentleman who reprctented this 
city (Mr. Swanwick), who more than any other 
Member flioutd have withdrawn his oppolition to 
the mcafure propofed ; that gentleman's conftitu-^ 
ents had it in their pov, er at any time to hpar the de- 
U'ltes of Congreft ; ihey were on the fpot ; ought 
lie not then in candour to a0iti iu facilitating to the 
remote citizens the means of obtaining the beft, 
knowledge of the proceedings, and the raoft correal 
flatcmcnt of the difcuiBons of the Boufe ? ought 
they, from their remotencfs, to be kept in the dark, 
or to be furnillied with fuch light as would only 
miAcad ? Had tliey not a claim qh the Houfc ta 

adopt 



adopt fuch means as would enable the citizens in 
every State to jud^e ot" the propriety of public mea- 
fures } I'he Member from this city had another cx- 
cliilivc advantage ; if milreprelented, he could cor- 
rctt the error, and the correftion will be read ; that 
was not the cafe with the members of remoter States, 
vvliofe reputation miglit be injured by mtfreprcfenta- 
tion without a limilar advantage: the Member from 
tLiis city was in the midft" of his conftituents ; he 
had daily opportunities of fctting right any miftate- 
mcnt by perfonal explanation, 

Mr. Smith laid he did not agree with fome gen- 
tlemen, that it was fufficicnt for the people to know 
what laws were pafTed, without knowing the pre- 
vious difcuffions ; he thought, on the contrary, the 
favourable or unfavourable impreffion of a law on 
the public mind would depend in a great degree on 
the reafous affigned for and againft it in debates, and 
the people ought to knowthofe reafons. When a law 
pafTes impofing a tax, would not the people be re- 
conciled, if they faw, from the difculHons of the 
Houfe, that fuch tax was unavoidable, and that the 
particular mode of taxation was the beft which 
Could be deviled ? And ought this information to 
depend entirely on the caprice or convenience of the 
reporters, who attended when it pleafed ihem, and 
who publifhed jufl as much of the debates as they 
found leiltire or patience to accompVifh ? Mr. 
Smith faid, he was convinced that the errors which 
had excited lb much complaint were not the efFedlof, 
delign, but merely of inadequacy to the talk ; very 
few were competent to fuch a bufinefs, which re- 
quired peculiar ikill in tlcuography, very laborious 
application, and a clear comprehenlion of the Ibb- 
je£t matter of debate. It could not be expected 
that perfons thus qualified U'ould devote their whole 
time to this bufine.'a without an ample reward. The 
report was objee!«d to bncaule tbere was novelty in 

s 2 the 
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it svas true the Houlc of Commons ol^ 
officer, but tlicir praftice was 



had no iuv' 
not a ilt precedent for us on this occafion, for thej 
admitted nopcrfou to write down in the Houie their 

' proceedings; their debates \\<ere taken from mcnior_v. 
This Houlc on the contrary had, from its firft hifli- 
tiition, farilitatcd, hy every accommodation, the re- 
porting their proceedings. The tiling was not allo- 
kgcther however without- precedent ; during the ex- 
igence of the National Alfcmljly of France there 

'\vere officers of the Houie wlio conipofcd a daily 
work called the Logographv, which was an exatft 
account of the debates of that body. It had beeaj 

Fsallced, what control the Houie were to have ovef*' 
til is officer ? He anlwered, that the Stenographer 
would be liable to be cenUircd or difplaccd, if he 
flujuld be guilty of wiKnl mifiTprclcntaiion ; it 
would'be always cafy to difcriminate between a cafual 

; inadvertence, and a criminal mifiatemcat i the offi- 
cer's r.iiarai';tcr and talents, his retponfihility to the 
Ilonl~e, and his oath to report with imp;irtiaiity,j 
would be a fufficient pledge of his accuracy. Mrj 
Stnitii fcrioufly believed, that the character of ihe^ 

■ Houlc iiad fuffered from the erroneous Is atcracuts 
which had gone abroad ; he wilhcd to guard againft 

rjhisevil in future; he was willing, for hinifclf, tliat/ 
every Jyilable he uttered within thofe walls Ihouid 
he carried to every part of the Union, but he depre- 
cated niilreprelentation. He was anxious that the 
truth fliould be known, in relation to every aS of 
the Government ; for he was as fatisfied that the af- 
P-feftion and confidence of the people in this Govern- 
ment would increafe \vith the promulgation of truth, " 
as that whatever it had loll of that alFcdion anc' 
^;outidcnce was owijig allogclhcr to the propagatioa-3 
of detraflion and calumny- It was under thefe iin- 
prcflions that he had originally brought forward thc3 
propohtion, and that he now recommended the re- 
port ; 
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port ; and having heard no realbns to change his fen- 
timents of tiie expediency of the meafurc, liefbould 
pcrfifV in liipporting it. 

The Committee of the whole was difchara;cd 
from any further confiderationof the fubjeft. 

Kf. MARKS, — The Hoiife had nearly got upon a 
rock here, which they would have found it diihcult 
to get ofF from in ikfcty. Perhaps (here was never a ■ 
refolution propofed, at once fo apparently trifling 
and fo pregnant with mifchief. Let any man relietit 
for a moment on the flate of parlies in this country, 
and he will look with affright at the appointment of 
an officer, invelted with the power of disfiguring 
every argument, and even every phraie, tliat a Mem- 
ber of the Legiflature may let fall. The gentlemen 
who fupporfed the refolutioHj talk of his being 
fworn ; and did we live in thofe good old times, 
when oaths were fuperior to the fpirit of party, the 
argument would be unanfwerable : but, alas ! thofe 
times are no more. Oaths on the Evangelifls are, 
in this erilighlmed age, little more than mockery. 
The members of the prefent Congrefs have every 
man of them Iworn to maintain the Conftitution of 
the United States, and yet how many of them do 
we fee at this moment, ftraining every faculty of the 
mind to render it null and void f What then could 
be hoped from a Stenographer ? 

Were a perfect flranger to lilten to a debate, he 
would contract a partiality for one tide or the other, 
before it was half over. Every man in a popular 
government has his party ; and who can fuppote 
that the Stenographer would not have his ? It was 
faid that the Houfe had a check upon him, in their 
power to difmils him from his office. But this 
mufl be done by a vote of the Houfe, and therefore 
it could be no defence for a Member who had the 
piisfortune to find himfelf in a minority. 

s 3 Indcedj' 
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Indeed, this power of difmiffion is one of the 
worft parts of the plan ; for, as the Stenographer 
would be loath to quit fo lucrative an employment, 
he would of neceliity be led to preferve a majority 
in his favour ; and what would be fo fure a way of 
doing this as mifreprefenting the fpeeches of the mi- 
nority ? A Member might complain j but the Ste- 
nographer, fecure in his majority, would laugh at 
him. Thus might a man of talents and integrity 
be officially reprefented as a fool or a knave, with- 
out having the poflibiUty of redrefs. In vain would 
he endeavour to juftity himl'elf : the fworn Steno- 
grapher would be believed before him, and the 
Houfe, by a iblemn decifion, would determine that 
he had fa id what he never dreamt of. 

Should an ofHcer like this ever enter the Houfe, 
it iscafy to forefce that he will not be long wanted. 
The very fight of fuch a tremendous umpire would 
frighten away all freedom of fpeech. It is true the 



members of the majority 



might 



prattle away, but 



thofe of the other tide would naturally look upon 
themfclves in the fituation of a man who is making 
a depoJilion. One party only would dare to open 
their mouths. Where there is no oppofition there 
can be no debate, and, of courfe, no need of a 
Stenographer. 

Afr, Smith's objeilion to citing the example of the 
Britifh Houfe of Commons on this occafiondid not 
appear to me well-founded. They permit no one 
to write down their words after them ; yet I believe 
it will be allowed that their debates afe very well re- 
ported ; and this is a pretty good proof that an offi- 
cer for that purpofe is by no means ncceflary. 

This gentleman mentioned the officers of the 
Lcgography employed by the fecond National Af- 
fembly in France. Unfortunate inllancc ! The 
French Conftitution, that '* matter- piece of Icgif- 
*' lation," which was to Iflfl 9S long as the round 

worldj 
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world, lafted only ten months and ten days ; and, 
among tlie engines by which it was deftroyed, the- 
office of the Logography claims a confpicuoiis 
place. There were ten of thefe reporters. They 
wrote in the titerai charadler : one took the firft fen- 
tence, another the fecond, and lb on. Ten men 
were much more difiicult to warp and corrupt than 
one would be, and yet we ever fee them the decided 

'tools of the flrongeft party. Members complained 
of milreprefentations, and had the fatisfatStion to fee 

[4heir complaints fliU more disfigured than their 
fpeeches. The confequence was, the few real 

I /fiends of theconflitution were obliged to hold their 

'•tongues, and fuffer the inflammatory harangues o^ 
their opponents to go forth among the people uncoa- 
traditted. 

I never like to hear the examples of foreign go- 
vernments applied to our own, particularly the ex- 
amples of what is called the Government of France. 
I was atlonilhed that a gentleman of Mr. Smith's 
good fenfe and good intentions fhould hold up for 
our imitation, or even mention as an inftance, one 
of the moft infidious meafures of an Aflembly, who 
were guilty of every crime under heaven ; who, after 
having repeatedly fworn to detend with their lives, 
the inviolability of their tbvereign, coolly planned 
an infurreftion to hurl him from his throne, after- 
wards made this very infurreftion the lubjeit of an 
article of accufation againft him, and decreed that 
their own perjury was a virtue! 

Mr. Lyman s hint for driving all the printers out of 
the Houfe, unlefs the refolution pajfed, was a llriking 
inftance of the domineering fpirit, which would in- 
fallibly have overborne any Stenographer who had 
been unfortunate enough to accept of the pofl. 

This hint broke out, fome days after, in the form 
of a refolution, from the lips of Mr. Heath of Vir- 
ginia-"" Rciolved, that, until a Stenographer be 
i 4 " appointed. 
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" appointed, or fnrtlicr provifion made for taking 

*' the debates of this Houfe, no printer he peniihied, 

t" to fitMtJJi dbjlrncls of thej'i>eeches of tnembers, uttlef^w 

p' fermUied by members making ihe fame" This vvaa 

rthc lubltance of the rcfoJution, and a curious one 

it is, 

, Thefc gentlemen fecm to have been de(crmine4 
Kg force their harangues, at full length, down our 
Khroals, or to keep us in a fort of political ftarva- 
Lfion. We mnli cither fwallow them by dozens of 
K'ards, as buffoons do ribands, or we muft never 
Itiavc a taftc. 

L J wonder where Mr. Lyman learnt a doiSrine like 
Mhis. Such an idea could certainly never be engen^ 
Ijdercd in the free temperate air of MalTacluiletts. 
I As to the Gentleman from Virginia, I am not fur-; 
Iprjfed ; for we know that when a fulky negro will 
I not lick up his mels clean, however iniipid, dif- 

fijlllog, and naufeous it may be, he is muzzled till 
is fiomach comes to. But are we Pcnntjlvanians 
Ito be treated thus ? — No, no, Mr. Heath ; when 
iToii get the government on the other fide of the 
JPolomaet, you may, and undoubtedly will, do 
|:what you pleafc with it ; but we have four years to' 
[live, at any rate j be not in fuch h^fte to muzzle \i% 
[then. \ 

Should this refolution ever reach the other ude of 
the Atlantic, what idea will it give the Englilh pa- 
triots of our liberty of the prcfs ? If a Member of 
the Britiih Houfe of Commons were to propole tbch 
a tyrannical refolution, I ftiould not wonder to hear 
[pf his being floncd to death, Notpublith abltradts 
from fp^echcs without particular permiffion ! The 
idea was certainly imported from the borders of the 
Palm Meotis, 

Had thele two gentlemen refiridcd the prohibition 
to their oivn fpeecJn'Sy 1 believe that neither the 
Houle nor the public would have cared much about | 
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the matter ; for ncUlicr of tlicm is of the Ctcci'oiiiati 
ftanip. It is obtcrvablc, (hat thole who appeared 
moll: anxious for the appoint men t of a Slenogra- 
plicr, if wc except one or two, arc amongft the fuiv 
■whote fpeeches tan do them no lurt of credit with' 
any party. This is the way of tlie world, Ani- 
*mals, whether endued with the faculty of fpccch or- 
not, teem to fly iu the face of nature. I'hc ugly* 
vvoroan iseverlafiingly at her glafs ; the owl thought 
her frightful brood the prcttieft little creatures in the 
world ; and the in lipid orator, while his voice is 
drowned in the bcoimings, cougliings, and fnoringsi 
of his drowfy audience, thinks he is uttering fcq- 
lenccs that ought to be written in ictter& of gold. 

It was obfcrved in the courfe of the debate, tl)at, 
if the printers committed errors, gentlemen might 
write out their fpeeches and fend t hem to the prefs. 
To this Mr. Nichols rcpUed, that he was above do- 
ing any fnch thing. — For my part, I mufi confefs, 
that, were I capable of making a fj>ecch, I thould 
be too lazy to write it out for the ncwfpapcrs ; but 
as to its being beneath a lawgiver, I fhall fay no- 
thing ; for we have an example beibrc our eyes of a 
folio orator in the Houfe of Aflcmbly of Pennfyl- 
vania, who is fo far from thinking il beneath him to 
write out his fpeeches, that he even reads them from 
his feat, like a fchoolboy tVom his bench. 1 allude 
here to one DotJor Morfheus, who, finding his 
neighbours determined not to die under his hands, 
is now endeavouring to aflaffinate the State. The 
State, however, I'eems to partake of ihe obtlinacy 
of ^is neighbours, turning a deaf ear to all his pre- 
fcriptions. The bolus of feditiqn which he had 
kneaded up for the Afl'embly, did, indeed, at firlr, 
operate as a provocative on fome of the members 
from Whifkyland ; but, luckily, the foporific qua- 
lities of it foon became predominant, and, at lafl 
^bfolutely irrefutible. At the end of the fecond pg, 
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ra graph the Chairman was perceived to yawn, tlic 
third rocked him oil', and the fourth laid the whole 
Ancmbly fall afleep. The fifth reached the door- 
keeper, at the further end of the patTage j and be- 
fore the fixth was half tinifhed, an old woraan 
who fells apples at the gate, dropped from her fiooi. 
The political Morphais continued to fpread his pop- 
pies, till, perceiving the effct'T^s of his boiiis, Ije 
flunk, oft' home to his liver nippy and four crout. — 
Should this qnack in polities as well as phyfic be 
fnfl'ered lo continue his leflurcs, the Aflierably of 
Pennfylvania may write over their doors, as tlie 
Trench do over thofc of their burying-grouods : 
" Tliis is the place of everlafling fleep *." 

After this little trip to the Land of Nod, let us 
return to our Stenographer. 

I by no means call in queftion the virtoe of Mr, 
Robertfon, the officer propofed : on the contrarj-, 
I fhoiild fu])pofe his virtue muft be very high ; for 
like that of Fielding's poOboy, it is very high priced. 
Jf it be equal to his modefty, it is certainly beyond 
any thing realbnably to be exf)e(3ed from a frail 
mortal. The humble demand of four thoufand dol- 
lars for the felTion is not a great deal more than eight 
tinies as much as any Member of the Houfe re- 
ceives. The very mention of fuch a fum cannot fail 
to bring forth fwarms of flenographers, as a warm 
night at the playhonfe is faid to hatch comedians. 

I cannot conclude this article without reminding 
gentlemen of their cruelty to my poor Caledonian 
friend, Callender. How was he mauled ! how was 
Jits Regijier torn to pieces ! One took him by the 
wig, another by the ear; he writhed and winced 
and jumped about, as the French fay, hke a frog 
upon a gridiron. I much queftion if he were in 
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greater torture when the conftables of Edinburgh 
were at his heels, — Oh ! gentlemen from Virginia ! 
how could you fo belabour this imported patriot ? 
A man that has not only forfworn his coiintrvj but 
has writteu, or rather tranfcribcd, two whole " Po* 

I'litical Progrefles" purely to curfy favour with you 1 
Nay, he has even blalphetned the Pretident, and 

ijuftified the non-payment of debts ; and yet, oh 
ingratitude ! you could frnilc at his agonies ! It' this 

■ be the way you treat your friends, I hope I Ihall 
never be numbered amonglt them ; at lealt until 
your manners and principles change. 

One gentleman expretled a good deal of anxiety, 

j^Iefl: the " Political Regifter" fhould detbend to pof- 

iterity; but let him quiet his fears on this account; 

■for, whether the fpecches which Callender has col- 
letEtcd were written out or not, they are a more po- 
tent opiate than any drug that was ever pounded in 
the mortar of Dofior Morpheus ; and that is faying a 
great deal, I am furc. 



1 



Debate on Half an Hours AJjowmnent. 
Fehnmry zzd. 

Mr. Smith (from South CaroUna) moved, that the 
Jioufe adjourn for ha!f an hour, in order to give the 
members an opportunity of congratulating the Pre- 
iidcnt of the United States on the return of Ms hirth- 
^ay. 

Strange to tell ! this motion was oppoCed. The 
ground of this oppofition was, that it was the duty 
of the Houfe fir ft to attend to the dsfcharge of their 
legillative funftions, before they attended to the 
paying of compliments. It was faid, on the other 
hand, that it had been the pradlice, ever fince the 
eftablifhment of the general government, for the 
Houfe to make a fhort adjournment, for the purpofe 
Vientioned la the motion. 

After 
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AHcr fotiic converfation In tliis way, Mr, GaUafln 
tJiovcd, that the vvords, " half an hour" be Itruck 
out. 

This amendment was rejected. The motion was 
then put, and loll : 

Ayes 38 
Koes 50 

Thus was it determined, by a majority of twelve, 
to withhold from the Prefidcnt a flight compliment, 
which lie had been accuftomed to receive lirom the 
Houlc, iVora the tirft year of ilg cxiftence. 

1 was but too right in laying, that, at the opening 
of the leffion, " he faw, even among thole to whom 
'■ he addrelTed himfclf, numbers, who were ready 
" to prefent him the cup of humiliation filled to the 
** brim." 

The cxcufc, *• that it was the duty of the Houfe 
" firtl^ to attend to the difcharge of their legtllativc 
*' fund^ions,'* was a rnofi mifcrable fiibterfuge«.J 
Half im hour only was afked for. Heavens ! howr* 
many half hours have been idled away this veryfef- 
iion ! — The Speaker fends word that he is hidifpnfid. 
*— Adjourn 1 Adjourn ! — And this is repeated day 
after day. What would have been eaiier than to ap- 
.point a Speaker /iro tern, if members were lb rcmifs 
Jn the " dilcharge of their Icpjiflative fundtions ?" 
Yet this was not done, nor, I believe, propofed ; 
though fome one of thcfc fifty indefatigable members 
■was certainly prefent. How difi'ercntly do men fee 
[the fame objedt, under different circumllances ! 
[The Speaker's hcadach adjourns the Houle for 
rwhole days. But half an honr, a poor thirty mi- 
nutes, was too precious to be walled in a refpe6lful 
compliment to the Prefidenl ! 

The Gentleman from JFh'iJkyhnd was, without 
doubt, afraid that the motion would not be scjccl-'] 
ed altogether. He imagined the Houle had not fo 
far got the better of frejiul'icey as to come to an un» 

eyjalifie(^ 
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qualified determination not to wait on the Preli- 
dent ; lie therefore propoted to leave out the words, 
" half an hour" If this amendment had palfed, the 
Houfe would have adjourned, not for half an hoiir^ 
but for the whole day ; but then it would liave ftem- 
ed that they did it for their own pleafure and recrea- 
tion, and not for thcpurpofeof complimenling Ge- 
neral Wathington, the only thingthat Mr. Gallatiii 
feeras to have been afraid of. 

This propofed amendment is an excellent expla- 
nation of the ambiguous excufe, "that it was the 
" duty of the Houfe firft to attend to the difcharge 
"of their legiflative fun{ftions," What! would 
their duty permit them to fcparate for the ivhole dayy 
and not permit them to fcparate for half an hour ? 
Thefe gentlemen feem to. count time as the French 
do their atfignats ; a thirtieth part is more valuable 
than the whole. Mr. Gallatin appears to ha.ve 
fcorned the I'uhterfuge. 'No matter how much time. 
was fpent, or in what manner, fo that it was not foc- 
the exf reis purpoft of waiting on the Prcfident ; lb 
that the infult was rendered acute. 

What mutt have been the Prefident's rcflc(?Hong, 
when he read the fketch of this debate ? 

Wlien I compare the detcrminaiion of the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives of this day, with their conduft" 
and that of the people at the time of the Prefix- 
dent's intlallation, I bluih for them both. His jour- 
ney from his feat in Virginia to New- York was al- 'J 
mofl one continued trinmphal entry. As he ap- 
proached the towns, he found the road decked with 
laurel and ftrewed with flowers. Sometimes he was^ 
hailed with the firing of cannon^ at others with the''| 
ringing of bcUs, and every where with the fhouts of 
the multitude, Proceffions were formed to conduct 
him — the magillrates, the military, men of all trades^' 
companies of matrons, and choirs of white- robccS 
virgins. It were vain to attempt an account nf the 

f' fn v-:ils 
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feftivals, balls, gralas, fireworks, ilium i nation s, mof- 
tos, Ibnncfs, and odes, in honotir of the " Saviour 
" of liis Country." " Merit" (faid one of his pia- 
ncg)Tifls on this occafion), "merit mufl be great 
*' indeed, when it can call forth fuch honours from 
" a free and enlightened people : honours due to 
** a man, whole life has been one fcrics of labours, 
*' which are upon a fcale that Heaven never before 
" affigncd to mortal. Future gmerathns will fay of 
" him with the poet: 

" So near perfeftion, that he ttooct 

" Upon tlic bonnd'ry line 
'* Of finite trom infiitiit geail, 

" Of tmnian from t^ivine," 

Will *' future generations" believe, that in lefs 
than Icven years after this unbounded flrain of pane- 
gyric was III vogue, the Reprelentativesof^the People 
came to a formal determination, that half mi hour was 
too mucli to be wartcd in congratulating this fame 
man on the return of Iiis birthday ? 

Debate on the Bi/I authorizing a Loan for the Ufeofihe 
City of fl^Jflwigton, » * 

February z^d. 

This debate was very long, and rather uninterett- 
ing ; but, as I mean to fpeak on it myfclf, I cannot, 
with candour refute to give a iketch of what was fattfl 
by one or two of my opponents, to enable the reader 
to iiidge between us, 

Mr. SwAKwiCii. (who fpoke on the fame fide that 
1 fhall do) faid, that he objcdted to the bill generally 
upon the fame ground as yeftcrday, with refpeftto 
joining The fecurities of the lots and the faith of the. 
United States together. Ileaiked, how tbepaffing 
of this hill could give value to the buildings of thcr 
Federal city ? Is it not, tliid he, already cnatfled,J 
tljat Congrefs fhall lit there in the year t8oi ? The ' 
vaJue of the lots, he faid, was to be increalcd only 
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Hy the felling them to a number of perfous, Tlie 
city muft owe its profperity to its peculiar advaiitaifcs 
as a commercial Ipot, and not to ils being the teat 
of government. It was therefore the intereft of 
the United States to fell the lots, and induce the peo- 
ple to fettle there. The higher price the lots bore, 
the greater would he the obftaclcs 10 rcttlcraent. If 
it was the intention of the United Slates to grant 
money for the completion of the buildings, let the 
Houfe fay fo. When it was firft propofed to remove 
the Government to the Federal city, it was faid, that 
it would be the interetl: of pcrfons to give lots to en- 
courage the Government to come there. The Iccurity 
now afked for was never contemplated. He had, 
however, no nli^cdion to the United States granting 
money, but he wasagainft the making of two loans, 
one on ihe credit of the United States, and anotbcr 
on that of the United States and certain lots. 

Mr. Brent (frcjin flrgima) (AA, that it had been 
obfcrved, that if the lots be a lufficient furety for the 
loan, why guarantee it ? Ai prefent, he faid, the 
lots were not lutficicnt. Mr. Brent obfcrved, that 
the bill hefcre them would be aofuiered as the touchftofu 
to determine tvhether the fiat of government «.'/// go to 
the banks of the Potomack, Br not. Motives of policy 
and economy, and objetSkins to increafing tiie pub- 
lic debt, will Dot apply in this cale j the very adt pro- 
vides funds to guarantee the loan ; for though the 
property, until the propofed loan be guaranteed, 
would fell fur a mere trifle ^ when it is guaranleed, it 
will fell ior A great price \ lb great a difierence would' 
it make, that he belie^'cd property which will then 
fell for two millions of dollars, would not otherwife 
be worth 100,000 dollars. If, therefore, Gcntlcmeti 
are againft the bill fioru economical views, they are 
miflakcn ; for it was bis oplniou, that the property 
would not only pay off the loan, but eventually be a 
CQnJiderabh fund towards the d'tjcharge uf the fubltc debf.^ 

It 
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It had been fuggcfu'd, that the United States wer^ 

lender no obligation to make this guarantee He 

Mhought differently ; he believed the credit of the 

ItJiHtcd States materially concerned; The pubUc 

ijiave rehed fully upon the countenance of Govcrn- 

ffnent in the bufineds; many peribns indeed have 

made great lacrificcs to procure lots in this new city, 

and if, after holding out temptations to people, Go- 

iTernment Ihould not go there at the propolcd time, 

all theje perfons will be ruined, (inda^aiu ii-Ul hciaid 

ttn the itat'iunal charaiier. He hoped, therefore, nd 

objciMion would be made to carrying the bill into 

etFcdt. 

Mr. Giles (from flrginh) wifhcd to remark on 
what had fallen from a Member from Pcnnfylvaniaj 
yettcrday, with relpeift to the law providing tor thc*^ 
removal of the feat of government. That Itiiv, he 
fa'ni, ii'ifferird ftoi/t iili othsrs. The con Hit ut ion itfclf^ 
be laid, prefcribes the rule ; the aft only fixes the fpof 
where it Ihould bccairicd into effeifl, Th ait h, 
iherfftre, not re^peahibie. The confiitution docs not 
give a power to fix npon two fpots, but upon one 
Ipot, He thouj^ht it necelTary to make this remark, 
left he might be fuppofed to countenance the opinion 
he combat ted. It had been remarked, I hat it would 
be in I'ome degR-e degrading to the United States, to 
borrow money on die credit of lots ; he thought dif-'J 
ifercnily, and fhowed that it was a common thing Irt' 
.governments to borfow money on different I'unds. 
'It had been wifhed to difconneft the Government 
from the bull nefs : whillt Government guaranteed the 
loan, he faid it would make no diflferencc whether 
the loan was bottorncd,on lheU>tp, or otherwife. The 
ptfturc of file engagement was the l:ime. The quef- 
tion was, wliether the Houlc would agree to gua- 
; ran tee the loan, or not. 

Mr. Giles faid, that he had feen and was ac- 
<jujinled with the buildings carrying on in theFede- 
I ral 



MARCH, 1796. 



373 



tal city. He til ought the hmije ereSlmg for the refuhnce 
of the Prefuknt ivas much too magnificeiit, much more 
fo than was intended. Every one thought fo who 
faw it ; but this was no reafon for obflmL^ing the 
progrets of the bufinefs. He hoped the bill would 
be formed in a manner fo as to meet the general fentq 
of the Houfc. Though lie had shjeBed to the gran- 
deur of the houfc intended for the Frefidenty he would 
have the buildings/or Congrefi evened on agrandfcale^ 
and fitted for the Reprefentativss of a great and free 
feople. 

The hill was finally recommitted. 

Remarks. — The reader has heard what was faid 
pn both fides of this queflion, and I have now to 
beg him to attend fo what 1 would have faid, had I 
been a Member of Congrefs, 
Mr. Chairman, 

It is well known that lam no orator; that I fpcak 
tight on, making my tongue the true interpreter of 
my heart. You will not therefore expert from me 
the wily fophiftry of a G — tin, the quibbling of a 
G — les, the verbolity of a B — win, or the patriotic 
bombaft of a Liv — ton. 

It is feldora, Sir, that I trouble the Houfe with my 
fentiments on anyqueflion whatever- There are fo 
many Gentlemen among us, who are tpeechifiers by 
profeffion, who deck every l"ubje<5t, however fteru 
and trifling, with all the flowers of the garden of 
eloquence, that a plain fpokefman like me can have 
little chance of being heard with any degree of pa- 
tience. On the prefent occafion, however, thcfe 
Gentlemen do not feem to become like the bee, loaded 
with fweets ; the few,tbeybave brought with them are 
already fcattercd abroad, and have loft their fragrance : 
and as the .day is not yet far enough advanced to 
countenance an adjonroment, "permit me to hope for 
indulgence, while 1 humbly, endeavour to fpin out 
the time between this and dioQcr ; or as our plough- 
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men have it, while I take a gentle turn to wind dowtt 
the fun. 

Should Gentlemen find themfelves inclined to fe- 
pofe, as I have often been in liflening to them, I 
beg them not to fiand upon ceremony, but to loll 
back at their feafe, and leave me to jog quietly on. 

We are called upon. Sir, to gmirantee a loan, for 
which the lots of the city of Wafhington are to be a 
fecurity ; and the Gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Brent, 
tells us, that though the lots are at prefent worth but 
a mere trifle, they will, when guaranteed, h&o( great 
-value. This is rather obfcure ; I Ihall therefore en- 
deavour to explain it by comparifon, which, I make 
iio doubt, I ihall do'to the fatisfaction of the Houte. 
Suppofel had a lot not worth a brafs farthing, and 
was to draw a note payable out of the produce of 
tliis fame lot, loch note would be worth but a " mere 
" trifle-" but, whcnendorled by a man of credit, il 
would be " of great value i^' becaufethe holder would 
always know where to look for payment. 

But the friends of the guarantee do not flop here. 
TJicy aflure us that it would render the lots Ib'very 
valuable as to " create a coiifiderable fqnd towards 
" the difcharge of the public debt !" Much as I 
wifli to fee that debt difcharged, 1 by no means ap- 
prove of its being done by taking advantage of aa 
overt! rained generofity. The Virginians have mofi 
gencroufly beflovved part of the land ; and not con- 
teiit with that, they now offer us an opportunity of 
paying off the public tiebt with fpeculations in the 
lots-, I am one of thofe who are willing to forego 
any and every offer of this kind. I am willing that 
the Virginians themfelves fhouldbe permitted to gua- 
rantee this loan, and receive exclulively ajl the im.- 
menfe advantages accruing thecefrom. Let theni 
Undertake the negotiation upofi thcit own bottom, 
whicih, from the great credit they enjoy in foreiga 

couatrics. 



MARCli, 1796. 



475 



fcoiiAtricF;, Ihey cannot fail lo elfefl upon the moft 
teafonable terms. 

It is Hiid, that foreigners will not venture their 
money on the lota, becaufe they can form no idea of 
their value ; neither can I : and this is another reafon 
for my wifhtng to leave the bufinefs in the hands of 
Ihofe who are upon the fpot, and who teem to be 
the only perfons intercftcd in the matter. 

The Gentleman who made us the bounteous pro- 
pofal for paying off the public debt by the means of 
the guarantee, concluded with an argument, which, 
I believe, he conceived to carry more weight with 
it ; that is, unlefs the Governmcnt'went to the city of 
Wathington at the time fpccified by the aft, it would 
be •' ajlatn on the national character" I participate 
with Mr. Brent in his anxiety for our national cha- 
ta61er, and am glad to have it in my power to con- 
vince him, that it could be in no danger from the dil*- 
appointment he feems fo much afraid of. We fee a 
very confiderable State of the Union, Sir, teoa- 
cioufly adhering to a law, made exprefsly to ikrecn 
its citizens from the obligation of dilcharging their 
Ajuft debts ; and we have feeu this very Houfe pafs a 
tefolution for the lequeftration of all debts due from 
Americans to their creditors in Great Britain, Nei- 
ther of thefe has ever been called a ftain on our na- 
tional charafler ; and if thefe are not, if our cha- 
racter is proof againfl: thefe, I imagine we have little 
to fear ffom the Government's remaining at Phila- 
delphia. I will mention another hiftance, Sir, ftill 
ftrooger. If We look, back into the journals of Con- 
grefs, we fliall tind the King of France fly led, our 
great mid good ally, our friend and deliverer; and yet 

we have applauded his murd . 

[Here the Chairman would have called me to order ; 
Upon which I thould have faid] — Sir, I fhould be 
forry to break through the rules of this Houle, and 
1 muft infirt that I am perfectly in order. The Gcn- 

T 3 tleman 
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tlemao from Virginia had laid great ftrefs on what 
he prefumed would be a ftain on our national cha- 
rafler. I looked upon myfeif as entitled to prove 
that he was inittakcn ; and I certainly had a right to 
do this, by bringing forward what I conceived to be 
much better calculated toiaiprefs a ftain, and which, 
however, had not produced that cffefl. If, there- 
fore, there was any deviation from the queftion, the 
Gentleman led the way, and I was only following 
hira. Beiides, Sir, look over the debates of tiiis 
Houte, and you will fee to what a nutOiell compafs 
tbey will be reduced, if you exclude all the extra- 
neous matter. If members are to be bound down to < 
the fimple queftion before them, if no latitude of di- 
grefllon is allowed of, no little rambles to France 
for eulogiucq, and to Great Britain for inveilive^ 
how do you imagine, Sir, that fdtrktic members 
would be able to give proofs of their diligence, by 
eking out the feftlon to lix or libven months ? Your 
aftent, Sir, to thcjuflnefs of thefe obfervations ea- 
cou rages me to take up the thread of my argu- 
ment. 

If, on the day of our pompous reception of th^i 
French flag, poor murdered Louis had rifcn up'j 
through tiie floor, and laid, " Ungrateful Ame- 
" ricanst you who flattered me in the hour of, I 
" my profperity and your diftrefs ; you who callpd J 
" me your deliverer ; you who made public rejoi- 
" ciags for the day of my nativity, are now joining] 
hands witli the very men who led me to the block \} 
are exprcfling * your fincerc and lively fenfibility,1 
your f3inpathy and affcftiou' towards them ; aro( 
givi/ig a pompous receptiotj to the emblems ofi 
their triumph over me, at the very moment th^tf 
my portrait, which was to be the momento of mj\ 
fcrvices and of your gratiliide, is hanging up^ 
f within your walls" — If the fpe£lre of this injured-] 
'"fince had thus fppken, what fliouid we have faid J 

I know 
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I know a Member who would have replied, Avannt, 
** ermincd moufter !'* But, for my part, 1 Ihould 
have felt the flain : I fhould have thought myrelf 
fpotted as a leopard : and yet, Sir, this has never 
been mentioned as a ilain on our national charac- 
ter. To apprehend, therefore, any danger from our 
not removing to the banks of the Potomack, is to 
ftrain at a gnat, while we fwallow a giant. 

Much has been laid, Sir, on the manner in which 
the buildings of the city of Wafhington have been 
conduced. This is a branch of the fubjedt that [ 
fhould have pafl'ed over in filence, had it not been for 
an expreffion or two that fell from another Gentle- 
man from Virginia, Mr. Giles. That Gentleman 
oblcrved that " the houfe ereiSIng for the refidence 
" of the Prelident, was inuch too magnificent j" but 
" that though he ohjeUedtQ the grandeur of the houfc 
" intended for the PrefiJetit, he would have the 
" buildings /(ir Cojigr-efs evc&cA w^on ^ grand fcaie, 
*' and fitted for the Repre/entathes of a great and free 
** people." — I do not ehcofe, Sir, to let this (ally go 
abroad unnoticed, Jell the world fliould imagine 
us all tainted with that ungovernable vanity, which 
fcems to have engrofled the foul of our unfortunate 
colleague. 

The Gentleman is afraid that the houfe of the Pre- 
fid^nt may be too magnificent ; but that whici) he cx- 
peds to occupy hmfelf, he wifhes to lee upon a 
grand Jcale, Mode ft man ! The Prefidt- nt is to be 
kept within the walls of a plain building, to remind 
him of the Jowhncfs of his cfiate, of his being the 
fervant of tlie public ; while Mr. Giles is to It rut 
beneath the roof of buildings upon a grand ffa/e, 
fitted for the Reprefentath^es oi' a great peo^/e ; or, in 
other words, for the gri\tt Repre/entatiirs of the 
people. 

I am thinking. Sir, that the public will do well to 
teep us within a plain building, or I am afraid nur 

T 3 Ueajd^v 
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heads will foon be turned. We are in abfoUite nceijn 
of Wing dieted, lor wc are grafping not only at all^ 
'4ionour, but at all power too. If we once enter the 
[pilepropolcd by our colleague ; if we once get un- 
r der thofe Corinthian columns and fiarry vaults, we 
I ihall cxpcA other things on a '■'■ gran^ fcaW^ alfo; 
iivc muft have our coaches and fix, our led hortes, 
our pages, our grooms, our huntfmen and our buckT 
I hounds ; our villas, baths, fofas, and beds of ftate. 
I Wc may cxpet^f, in due time, to bear the Gentlemaa 
I iVom Virginia propoie ^feragUo as among the conve- 
Tiiencifs of the " Reprejmtati-ves of a great and frei 
[ "people." 

' Much do I fear, Sir, that if we were once got in 

polTeflion of all tbefe pretty things, we ihould be 

^ very loath to return to our humble dwellings andouc 

homely fare. In Ihort, I think we fhould do like 

i the greai Reprffcntalh-c:, of the French, that is, de- 

clare ourfelves permanent, or, at lea ft, order th& 

people to elet!^ nobody but ourfelves, which amounts 

I to exacUy the fame. 

j, But wc are told that this building upon a grand 
[ fcah is not intended as an honour to us, but to our 
conflituents. This is the very gull -trap which the 
poor filly French have fallen into. Every thing that 
their grovelling, low-bred tyrants have affumcd to 
themfelves, has been done under thefpccious pretext 
of doing honour '* to a great and/«e people." They 
have feized on all the palaces in the kingdom, on the 
royal ftuds, coaches, and every other article of lux- 
ury, for their own excluilve ufe ; they wallow in 
funiptuoufnefs, while their ragged flaves have but 
two or three ounces of dirty-coloured bread a day, 
and if they murmur, they fhoot them down by thou- 
fands ; and all this is for the " honour of a great and 
''yj-'tif people." A great people, a free people, a fove-: 
reign people,, and ihe like, are very pretty phrafes ; 
they tickle the cars of the multitude j but fhould 

they 
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4licy perceive how completely the demagogues tranl- 
Yer this grandeur, Hberty, -and fuvereignty to ihcni- 
Jl-lves, perhaps they would ceafc to admire tht:;m ; and 
^nothing iecms better culculated to open their eyes, 
than feeing them in a Iplcndtd palace, while they, 
many of them at leaft, are obliged to put up with 
log-huts. 

It is become a prevailing fartiion among the oppo- 
j 'ftrs of oLir Government, to confine the cxprcllion 
i *' Reprefenta lives of the People" to this Houfe 
I only. But, Sir, is not this a very falte, as well as 
^■jdangerous notion ? Is not the Prefidentthe Reprc 

i 
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£ntativ,e of tiie people as well as Mr. Giles ? — 

es, and of the whole of the people too, while Mr, 

'Giles reprcfents but a very t'mall part of one State. 

The epithet immetfiate is Ibnietimes prefixed ; but then 

Mr. Giles can be the mtneJhite RepreJentaShe of no 

more than an eighteenth part of the State of Virginia, 

^—^while the PrefuU^nt is the immediate Reprefentative 

^■tof the whole Union ; for the reprefcntation muft 

^^ ever be immediate, though the elet^ion may not. 

' If, therefore, a preference is due to any branch of 

the Government, the Prefident teems to have a better 

^ title to it than any of us : and feeing the thing in this 

light, I cannot help looking upon the obfervatioa of 

the Gentleman from Virginia as extremely improper, 

^•if not indecent. 
1 thought, Sir, I heard the word Crf;!>//o/ mentioned 
duringthe debate. For the love of niodelly, I hope 
^^the Congrefs- houfe is not to be called a Qipilol ! If 
^Vthis be the cafe, it will be neccffary to go a Iiep fur- 
ther, and affumetlie mafquerade drefs of the French 
>Komans. How pretty we fhall look in long white 
irobes, defcending to our toes, a blue girdle about 
ur waifts, a fcarlet cloak on our Ihoulders, and xi 
ed liberty cap on our beads ! Let them all be well 
embroidered with gold, as thofe of the French le- 
iflatorsare to be ; and if they are even fct with pre- 
cious iloncsj it will be an additional proof of our 
T 4 jealouly 
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jealouly for the honour of " a great &n*\ free pe»ph'* 
We fhalt, indeed, bring upon U3 a ridicule equal to 
that excited by the upflart pettifoggers of the NHtioual 
AflTembly, when they infifledon the Joldiog-doors of 
the Louvre being thrown open at their approach ; 
but let the world be merry ; while we are fwaggering 
about in our confular robes, we Ihall care but littlo 
whether we are called ambitious buffoons or not. 

The idea of a Capilol Teems to be borrowed from 
the State of Virginia, the Aflcmbly-houfe of which 
has taken that name. For what reafon it was there 
adopted I know not, unlets it be that there are fuch 
numbers of Cfefars and Pompeys in the neighbour- 
hood, againft whofe ambitious projefts the grave 
and virtuous Senate are ever vigilant to prefer ve the 
liberty of their country. The Gipiiol of Virginia 
refembles that of Rome alio, in that it has ajlave^' 
7mrtm its vicinity. 

I ftiall now, Sir, return to the propofcd guaran- 
tee, and advert to another of the forcible arguments 
of Mr. Brent. This gentleman tells us, that " the 
*' guarantee is the touch ftone to prove whether the 
** I'eat of government is to be removed or not." I 
am willing to take the gentleman at his word. I am 
willing to allow, that refuling the guarantee of the 
loan, will amount to a declaration of our with to re- 
main where we are ; and, with this view, I fhall 
give the refutal my hearty fupport .... [Here a 
loud cry of Hear him ! Hear him ! ] I am glad to find, 
Mr. Cliairman, that Gentlemen are fo difpofed to 
hear ; for I can affure them that what 1 have to fay, 
is not only worth hearing, but attending to alfo, 

I look forward. Sir, to the day of removing thij 
Government to the banks of the Potomack, as the 
dawq of its deftruction. Open the page of hiftory, 
and you will fee that the fate of every popular got- 
vernmcnt in a great meafure depends on the diipa- 
iitJon of the people immediately in its neighbour- 
hoods 
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hood. I could cite you a (houfand examples from 
the fall of the Grecian States down to our own timen, 
but I fhall content myfelf with one of modern date j 
and as the Gentlemen on tlie other fide of the Houfe 
are fo fond of flying to France, I trull 1 fliall be ex- 
cufed for doiog the fame. 

When the Conliituent Aflemhly conceived the 
deftruilive project of annihilating the government, 
which their couftituents had politively ordered them 
to aid and ftrcngthen, what did they do ? Removed 
themfelves to Paris, where they knew the greatell 
number of difaflfedled perfons were atreiablcd. The 
confequences are but too well known. 

We are not ignorant of the general difpofition of 
the State to which this Government is to be removed. 
We have ieen its Legiflature, during this very fcflion^ 
foliciting every State in the Union to join thcni in re- 
ducing this government to a mere democracy. Not 
can any of us have forgotten the public invitation to 
the people of other States, to oppofe the treaty with 
hLs Britannic Majefty by open force, boafling that 
there were " a hundred thoufand free and in- 
'* dependent Virginians," ready to flrike the firft 
blow. Can it be fuppofed then, if we were now af- 
fembled at thecity of Walhington, that thefe hun- 
dred thoufand free and independent Virginians, 
whether black, white, or yellow, would not dictate- 
to us all we fhould dare to tay or do ? Do you think. 
Sir, that the cutting truths which have this day fallen 
ilrom my lips, would ever have been uttered in the' 
•city of Wafhington ? No ; I fhould have expected ' 
[to have my throat cut, or my eyes gouged out bj 
[^me flave or flave-dealcr, before I got home to my , 
[dinner. I will never go there, Sir! and to thofc 
Gentlemen who do, 1 Jiucerely recommend ihe prc-- 
caution of a fteel collar, if not a luit of armour cap' 

Mr- Giles las told uSj Sir, that the law for the 

removal 
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removal of ihe feat of j^overnment differs from al 
others ; that " the Confritution itfclf has marked the 
•' ra/fs and only left Ctmgrefs to name the J'pot ; that 
•* the law is therefore not rtyit'i/ZaWf." Curious quib- 
ble ! The Conftitution fays, that the Congrefs 
ihiW *' exercifeexclufivelegiflation ovcrrudi diftridl 
** as may become the feat of government of the 
" United States." Now, what is there here that makes 
the afl unrepealable ? What nile is here marked 
out ? Is tlicrc a word about the law being unalter- 
able? Does the Coniiitutioii fay, that when the 
difirldl is once fixed on, it fhall never be changed 
for another ? There is fomcthing lb ridiculous in the 
idea, that one would wonder how it -ever found its 
way into words ; and to hazard thofe words, the 
Gentleman iru!ft have a very high opinion-of the for- 
bearance of this Houfe. Suppofe, for inftance, tlic 
banks of the Potomack fhould be vifited with the 
plague or yellow fever ; are we to remain there, and 
let our carcafTes be thrown into the river ? Suppofe 
a volcano or earthquake, or, in fhort, fuppofe what 
you will, arc we yet bound to make the city of 

, Wadiington the feat of government ? And what, 

;I afk, are plagues, yellow fevers, volcanos, ani 
earthquakes, compared with the knives of *' a hun 

' ** dred thoutand/ra' and mJependetii Jluves f* In 3 
word, Mr. Chairman, fo fully am 1 convinced, that 

'the removal of the feat of government to the neigh-. 

pfcourhood of the State of Virginia will prove the 

I overthrow of our happy Conftitution, and eventu- 
Tally plunge our country in anarchy and blood, tliat 

I I iball not only oppofe every meal'ure that may ac- 
tcelerate the fatal epoch, bat 1 pledge myfelf to bring 

forward a motion for the repeal of the act altoge- 
Jther.^-And now, Sir, as I fee the Gentlemen from 
/^irginia are burfling with reply, I fit down, fatisfied 
)f having difcharged my duty, without giving of- 
Flence to anv one to whole ears truth is not difagree- 
i^hlc, " pehate 
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f)ehdte on the Meafures to he tahu to prevmt the 
Lnprejfmenf of American Seamen* 

February 18//;. 

Mr. Livingston (Neiv-York) faid, he would caU 
the attention of the Houle to the fituation of a very 
important and meritorious clafs of men, whofe value 
feemed to have been overlooked, and whole dcareft 
rights were either fhamefuHy neglefted or ignotni- 
iiioufly furrendered. He adverted to the feamen of 
the United States. This valuable clafs of men would 
fall under one of thcfb defcriptions : 
I. Native American citizens, 
a. Such as were citizens at the declaration of In- 
dependepcc, and at the period of the peace with 
Great Britain. 

J. Foreigners naturalized fince the declaration of 
independence. 

It would be no difficult matter to prove, that all , 
the individuals of either of thofe dclcriptions were 
equally entitled to the proteidtion of Government ; 
to the fame or greater exertions in iheir favour tnaa 
were made for thofe citizens whofc fituation rendered 
it eaficr to apply for relief. Yet this meritorious body 
of our conftituents, he faid, thus entitled to our 
irotedtion and favour, failing under the fanctioii of 
Pour national flag, had been illegally feized, violently 
forced into a fervice they abhorred, cruelly torn from I 
Itjieir relations, their families, and their countrj', and] 
Sgnominioufly fcourged for afferting the privileges of 1 
[their citizenfhip. The country, to which they looked J 
[for proteftion and relief, had regarded their fufter-j 
Jings with apathy and indifFercncc ! Three years w^j 
Iliad beheld their mifcries and heard their cries ; yea 
Vfor three years we had been filent fpeilators of ihiaj 
[difgraccful fcene. We had begun a compact \vitlj| 
their oppreflbrs, in which thcfe unfortunate meaj 
looked in vain for one word of comfort in their mi- 
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fery, for one little article io tlie roluminous page? of 
the inftrument, fliat might offer a hope of recom- 
penfe for their paft fufferiHgs, or fecurtty againft fu- 
ture opprdlions. " I bhflt (faid Mr. Livingfion) as 
" an Atneriran, totbink it was an American Miiiiller 
** who could be guUty of tliis difgrJcefuJ wiijjiofr. I 
" flioulJ be foveriu/ isLithJhame and cotifulion/or w/y 
** country, if I coold fuppofe it capable of giving 
*' tliat omiflion its ianftion ; and I hold it a facrcd 
** duty, in whatever ilation I may be placed, to 
** contribute every exertion, and the little influence 
*• I poflefSj for their relief." — He concluded with 
movine the following refolufion : 

RejUvedy That a Committee be appointed to in- 
quire and report whether any, and what legiflative 
provifion is neceffary for the relief of fuch American 
feamen as may have been impreffed into the lervice 
of any foreign power — and alfo to report a mode 
of furnidiing American feamen with fuch evidence 
of ihcircitizcnfhip as may protefl them from foreign 
jmprefTments in future. 

Ketcrred to a fele£t Committ^. 

February 2 9 /A. 

The Comraittee made their report, the fuliffanre 
of which was, that the impreffment of Amcricao 
leamen by f&reigtt-fij-wers was too neiorkus to need 
froof; and that the Preiident of the United States 
Ihall fend agents to England 2.nd the Weft Indies, 
in order to afford relief to fuch American citizens as 
liave been illegally feized. 

Mr. Harpek. (S. CaroUrkjJ hoped wben this re- 
folution was committed to a feledl Committee, forae 
jlatements would have been brought forward, ibmc 
facls produced, upon which to found the propofed 
inquiry. The Committee have reported that they do 
not think it neccffary to adduce any particular in- 
ilanccs in which American feamen have been iro- 
3 ^retfed 



MARCH, 1796. 



«85 



preiTed by foreign nations : the (aA^, they alleged, 
are too notorious to require particiilarizinir. He 
could not fuppofc thefc Gentleman would bi'licve 
that ttse Houfe couid proceed to legiflate on uncer- 
tain newspaper reports. He trulied they would af- 
ford tome proofi who, wliat number, when, an4j 
where American leamco have been impreffed. Until 
this was done, lie ihould doubt the fadV. He was 
heard, he believed, by Reprefcntalives from every 
port in the United States ; and if the fact was lb no-] 
torioiis as to need no further evidence, he doubted 
not Ibme of thefe Gentlemen would be able to give] 
ibme account of the bulinefs. 

if ihefaiits were eftablifhed, Mr. Harper bcHeved 
Jhcre would be but one opinion on the propriety of j 
i^ranting relief; but before they proceeded farther, 
jme information was neceffkry rcfj>ei£ting the exilt-J 
Encc of this abufe. He had applied to the office of* 
[the Secretary of State, and to other offices likely to 
[afford information on the fiibjedt ; but he found n»i 
linftance of the imprefTment corn plained of, in whicli^| 
pfedrefs had not been given. But if any fuch inllanccs * 
do exift, in which relief has been applied for and 
not obtained, Gentlemen from fome of the leaports 
t\vill be able to mention them. If not, be hoped the 
Comtnittee would rife and recommit the report. 

Mr. Livingston laid, the prefent meafute was 

intended to afford rcHef totuch of their diflreffed 

I feliow-citizens as had been illegally Icizcd on the 

[high teas. The Gentleman, he faid, who brings 

I forward objections to the propofed inquiry, was in 

I his place when the refolution upon which the report 

.of the Committee is founded, pafled unanimoully. 

Why did he not then come forward ? [Mr, Harpet 

< faid he was not in the Houle at the time.]-^The re- 

foiutioo does not direft the Committee to inquire into 

foils ; they were confidered as notorious ; and nothing 

feeined necefifary but to fix ypon the beft mode of 

furniftiing 
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fnrnifliing relief. The Legiflature of the United 
States have formerly had evidence, and they have 
aded upon it. If the Gentleman will look iptb th6 
proceedings of the laft feflion of Congrefs, he will 
find a confidcrable fum granted to Mr. Cutting, for 
icltefof this difircfled body of men. Some he relieved, 
others he did not. Whcnthedignity.of the nation, faid 
be, isinfultedin the perfons of our fellow-citizens^ 
it is ncceflary at Icafl to make inquiry into their 
fofFerings. 

A remark had fallen, Mr. Livingfton faid, from 
the Member from South Carolina, which he wifhed 
to notice. He faid he had applied to the office of 
the Secretary of State, and found there no complaint 
which had not been redreffed. Now, he had waited 
upon the Secretary of State, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, in vain, for information on the fubjedt. The 
Secretary informed him, that he could not give him 
the evidence, which it appears he has given to the 
Member from South Carolina. How, he wifhed ten 
know, happened it, that a Member who oppofes the 
bufinefs in qneflion, fhould be furnilhed with that 
information which was denied to a Member who fup-i 
ported it ? 

It is faid, added Mr. Livingfton, that we Are at- 
tempting to legiflatc without evidence. Though na 
k&s are at prefent before the Houfe, it is notorious 
that numerous inflances have been made known to 
Government, and the prefent meafu re is meant to 
inquire into the cafes of fuflferers, and remedy^ them 
as far as poffible. It is admitted by the Member 
from South Carolina that fa6ls have exifled, but that ~ 
they have been reu)oved. If. thefe grievances then, 
feid he, have exifted, let us prevent them 'in future. 
Let us not wait tjU it is too late to grant relief. The 
men, faid he, who fufFer by the depredations com^ 
plained of, are at a great diftance fr6m their homes' 
and friends, in foreign ports, dragged on board ten- 
I ders. 



ders, and made to experience every haidfhip tbat can 
be conceived. And now, when a mode is propofed 
for the relief of thefc diflrefled citizens, evidence is 
called for ! Jfotie of thcfe mmi is conjined in the Eaji 
Indies f can evidence of hn bondage be expeiled to be given 
here? Such hardfliips have exifted, and it was their 
bufincfs to prevent them from again occurring. He 
hoped, therefore, the Committee would not rife, as 
be truftcd there was fulHcient evidence on which to 
ground the inquiry. 

Mr. Harper wifhed to remark on what had 
fallen from the Member from New-York, on the Se- 
cretary of State's refufing information to certain 
memi)ers and giving it to others. He applied to the 
ofiice of the Secretary of State, to learn whether 
there were any documents there to fupport the pro- 
poled inquiry, and was informed there were only 
two cales ; in one of which application was noadeto 
the Britifh Government : four perfons were fa id to 
have been impreifed ; hut on inquiry, it appeared, 
that two of them -were Erilijh fubjcBsy and the other 
two had infixed into the favice. The other com- 
plaint came to the office when the Secretary of State 
was mucli engaged in other concerns, but lie believed 
relief was granted. This, he faid, was verbal in- 
formation ; he had applied for written documents 
on the fubjedl, and doubted not he fhouM receive 
them as foon as other bufincfs would permit. 

Mr. Swan WICK (Penrfylvania) laid, the Mem- 
ber from S, Carolina had called for information ; he 
conceived no particular information neceflary. He 
could mention an indance in which he had imme- 
diate concern. A vcifel of his going to the Weft 
Indies had all her hands taken out of her, and 
obliged to work the guns of an Englifh frigate; 
and, on their expoflulating, that though they were 
pri Toners they did not wifh to work the guns, they 
ware threatened with whipping, and the Captain 

was 
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was told» if he interfered, he fhould be whipped ancf 
ftnt home to England in irons; If he had thought 
t'ac^s were warning, by a finglc advcrtifement in one 
of -tlie Philadelphia papers, they would have been 
overpowered with facts. But if he had done fo, he 
fiippofcd he fhould have been charged with railing 
diflatisfadion in the minds of the people, or with 
ciKQuraging JacoiMriiral principles. He therefore 
did not do it. But, without going out of the walls 
of the Houle, he laid, he found evidence fuffirient. 
He read an cxtrat^l from the communication of the 
Secretary of State, datetl March 2, 1 794, in which 
u-ere mt:ntioned the reprelentations made by fundry 
mcrcli.mts of Plilladelphta (of whom he was one) 
rel'pecling the inipreliincnt of Araericaft feamcn. 
This document was thought fufficiently flrong lo 
make an article of inftrudion to Mr. Jay in his late 
negotiation ; but, owing to certain difficulties, no 
ipecitic agreement was entered into by him lor their 
relief. 

The plan now before the Houft:» faid Mr. Swan- 
wick, is intended to remedy the difficulties which 
-have been urged as obHacles In this bulincls, by 
opening regiliers in which to enter every Araericati- 
feaman, by which may be known at any time the 
number of fcamen belonging to the United States, 
and by means of which every fuch Teaman would be 
polfeiled of a certificate of his dtizenjhip. 

Every one knows, faid he, what has hem felt on 
account of American Icamcn carried into Algiers. 
Ko ei'idence was required ivsth refpe£t to their mmihers, 
or hoiv ihey were employ ed. The united exertions of 
the whole American \ico\i\cfeemed(o cry o?// for their 
relcalement, and the bulinefs, at length, has been 
efteflcd. And let us not, laid he, attend to our 
diflrefTed citizens, in one part only, but in all parts 
of the world. _ Let us not, faid he, be too nice ahoui 
evidence. Thefe men are generaUy ignoratitf and 

cannot 
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cannot give the neceffary information ; he Ihought, 
however, they had information futficient for legif- 
lating upon in the prefent calb. He hoped, there- 
fore, the report wodld not be recommitted, until 
the Committee had difcnffed the biifinefs. 

Mr. Tracy ('from C'inneBicul) believed that every 
Member in that Houfe felt the propriety of extend- 
ing the benefit of the laws to every dafs of citizens, 
and to none more than to American feamen. Some 
members feemcd to fuppofe that the dith-effes of 
American feamen have been looked upon wilH 
apathy ; hut if due attention had been paid to the ef- 
forts of Government, it would have been feen that 
they had always been duly attended to. It is well 
known that great difficulties arife when it is attempt- 
fed to dillinguiOi between Englijh and jimericatifea~ 
men. This has been the reafon why ample regula- 
tions have not always taken place. He hoped the 
Government would be papular, and that the new 
hiembejrs in the Houie would affill the old ones td 
render it more and more fo ; but thought Govern- 
ment ought not to be charged with apathy without 
paying due attention to what Government had 
done. 

Mr. Tracy proceeded to take notice of the refo- 
lutions propofed in the report. He inquired what 
good the agent to be tent to Great Britain woold do; 
Are there feamen, faid he, employed but at one 
place ? Had not the United States confuls at every 
fiort, and can they not do the bullnefs ? He wiflied. 
for information on the fubjedl, A gnat part of the 
feamen were forrigners, he faid, and it would be very 
difficult to feparate them. If the plan propofed^ 
however, could be made to appear to be beneficial,, 
he would heartily join in eiFeiSing the defired relief 
to the clafs of citizens alluded to. 

Mr, GooDiiiTE(from Mqfachtfetts) faid the Mem- 
ber from New-York J on bringing forward this -bu- 

voL, III, tf fineS, 
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iinefs, had charged Government witli looking upon 
the diftrefles of American leacnen with apathy, and 
hlnjhed on acrount of its condutft towards them. 
He reprcfcnted, he beHeved, twenty times the num- 
ber of American feamen that that Gentleman reprc- 
fcnted : he washimfelf, indeed, formerly a fea man; 
yet he did not believe the evil complained of exifted 
to any alarming degree. Mr. Cutting, it had been 
faid, had relieved many fea men ; that was in the 
year 1790. L;ill fnmmer the Britilh took many 
veffels bound to France, but they did not take the 
crews. There were tome tnflanccs, he fatd, in which 
teamen had been impreired, and he fhould be in fa- 
vour of every nccetlary flep to afford them relief; 
but no obloquy lliould be thrown on Government, 
Neither does the evil exill to the extent it miglit 
have been ibppofed, when the bufincfs was brought 
forward. A Member from Pennlylvania had men- 
tioned a particular inftance : he could mention a 
particular inflance of a French Captain who had fo 
ill treated tome American teamen as to be cafhiered, 
on a rcprefcotation being made to the French Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. Dayton (from New-Jerfey) faid that he had 
not expefted an oppotition to the refolution under 
confideralion on the ground of fact : that he could 
not have fuppofed any Member would have quel- 
tioned the exigence of the evils which the propofi- 
tjons were calculated to remedy. He entertained a 
belief that the impreilinent of Ameri«!;an fea men, 
particularly on board of Britifii flaps of war, was a 
matter of too great notoriety to need any evidence at 
this time. But the Member from South Carolina, 
who manifefted the moft zealous oppofitiou to thef& 
sneafures, had admitted that there had exilted in- 
ftances of this fort ; and as it muft follow that what 
had once exifted might again exifi, it behoved 
Congrels to make provilions tending to prevent, or 

&t 
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at leafl: moft fpecdily and efficacioufly to remedy 
them. 

Mr. Dayton declared that he heartily approved 
the obje(5t of the refolution, as originally propofed 
by the Member frdm New- York, and the general 
principles of the report founded thereon, as a quef- 
tion of humanity, atid of great national policy. It 
was, however, with pain that he heard the worthy 
mover draw into unfavourable queflion the conduct 
of the Secretary of State, and indulge himfelf in 
fome feverc refledtions and imputations upon that 
officer. Mr. Dayton afcribed it to an irritability, 
and perhaps an honeft irritability, upon this fubjeit 
(b affbfling and interefling to Americans. He af- 
cribed it to a warmth of temper, in which, in thig 
particular cale, the cooler judgment of that Gentle- 
man, and the knowledge of the real charadler and 
condudl of the Secretary of State, had no agency or 
influence. The exprelhons which had been uttered 
by fome Gentlemen in the courfe of the dilcuflion, 
tending to charge our Government with a criminal 
apathy and indifference towards this delcription of 
citizens, did by no means, Mr. Dayton faid, meet 
with his approbation : he believed them to be un- 
founded ; for he was perfuaded that whenever it 
heard, it did whatever it could to relieve the feamen 
of the United States, and to obtain for thofe who 
unfortunately needed it, complete redrefs. Having 
faid thus much in vindication of the conduft of 
the Government, he returned to the refolution itfelf, 
and declared himfelf its advocate. It contained, nei- 
ther in its words nor fpirit, any imputation upon tha 
Executive of the fort hinted at. 

In the tbrmer cafe every one mufl: perceive it mort 
than poffible, that owing to diftance and the time 
which mufi conlequenliy be expended in the com- 
munication to, and rcmonllrance from our Go- 
vernment, an jimsrican citizen might be impreffed 

u z aod 
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and compelled to fcrvc months, perhaps years, in it 
fi:rvicc which he tlclened, cnhl l^'jffthly forced to apply 
the match to a cannnn eharged iv'ilh halls aimed for the 
defl ruff ion of his frttmh. 

Mr. Bourne (from Rhode 1ft and) propofed tf 
amefid the rclbliilion, bj' Jtriking out that part of if 
which appoints an agent tor Great Britain, and con- 
fines the lending of an agent to that part of the Eng- 
lilh polTcffions in ihc Wcfl: Indies to which the 
greatcft number of Ameiicfiii velTels Ihil, 

Mr. Livingston was plcafed to fee Gcntlemeiv 

concur in endeavouring to form a plan for the relief 

(if Ameriran feamcn. It has been allied why the 

ronfuls were not infruflcd with this buiincfs ; Uie 

Committee confidercd, that as the conl'uls of the 

I United States received no odier reoom|>enrc for theii 

[fcrvices than the dignity and confequence whicb 

^their office gives them, they would^ not be likely tc 

[pav fiifficient attention to a bufincfs of this kind. 

,Thcy roniidered the immeufc labour of Mr. Cutting 

Lfo deliver the impreffed American feamen. They 

[flippofed, tlieieforc, if the duty were laid upon the 

^confuls, a falary fhould he annexed to their office; 

(tut, as there is no confid iti the VVe(l Indies, £(l 

fpccial agent fhould be appoinlLd. In order to brin^ 

^k view of the bufincls before the Houfe, he would] 

how relief is to be afforded to a feaman whol 

has been imprclled ? Snppofe he is feizcd in London,' 

he li fent down to PortAnouih. The a^cnt muft 

attend immediately, get ccititicates, pay fees of 

.(Office, employ eonnfel, &e. to rcleafc a iingle fca- 

liuHn; a troublcj he believed, no conful would 

take. The Committee fuppoied that the ibleranity 

,,©f commlffioning an agciU el'peeidlly on the bufi- 

nefs, would ^o\Vi'\\\cc forngu pu'A'ers that they would ' 

no longer ftfftr the Brit'i/h, or others, to exercifc; 

llsat poviier over American feamen whicii they thcm- 

"^slves could not exercifc. ^ It is lo be hoped a lfo, 

that,, 
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that, when the Government of Great Britain fees a 
flep of this fort taken, it will give up the praflice of 
ieizing American leaiiien, and let thum pais in qiiiet- 
nefs, Ifnotj the agents employed could tranfmit to 
this cocntry an account of what teamen were Icized 
by them, and every parllcular refpecting the tame. 
This conlideration iajlueoced (he Committee, and 
he trufted it would iiitiuciice the lIoLite. 

Mr. S. S_\[iTH (from Miiijiam/} hud, that as the^ 
Member from Soulh Carolina had called upon G. n- 
tlemcn from fcaports for evidence, if they weie 
lilent it would be luppotcd ihat no information could 
be given on the fubjed under difcufHon. He fup- 
pofed he Ihould be prevented from giving this in- 
formation now, becaufe the amendment of the iirtl 
relblution was under conlideration. [The Iloufc 
called for information.] He faid he reprefentcd a port 
where the fatl of American teamen being impreffcd 
by the Britith was Jo iiotorioi/s that every mati knew 
it. But how, faid he, is tlils information to be got 
and tranfmittcd to the Secretary of State ? No com- 
plaint is likely to reach his office, except brought 
ihere by merchants. Iq his ow/i trade he had fre- 
quent inflances of this fort, almoft in every voyage. 
He couid noi Jay ihc men ivtprejpd v.^ere ahvtiys Ame- 
ricans, but they luere men jaiimg umhr the authority of 
ilie United Stales. Wc Iiave a flag ; under that flag 
men are feized, and they have a right to expert, 
when feizedj redrefs from Government. There is 
no dijference between Hntijh and Algermes; for, by 
tlie former, they are compelled to fight again ft thofe 
whom they w'ljh u'f//, which 1$ equal to any Jlavery 
ihat can he impofed. He laid, that from one of his 
Ihips there were two New-England men imprcffed ; 
one of whom beinsa flout, courageous man, wifhed 
to have defended himieU" againft his aflailants; but 
tho fupercargo faid, No ; this will rilk the cargo of 

u 3 the 
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the owner. This advice he gave, fuppofing Govern- 
ment would aftord tlicfemei: rehef. 

If tlic Memljcr from South Carolina wifhed for 
Jiich mjormnihn as tvsTiki be recekied before a Court of 
Jucftcalnre, it could nol be got. Mr, Smith thought 
fufficient attention had not been paid by Govern - 
Bicnt to merchants and feamen. Mr. Jay, in bis com- 
munication to Lord Grenville, fays, an imprcffment 
of American ft-a men had taken place, who had been 
forced to fight, &c. If this bad not been fo, it had 
not been written by Mr. Jay, nor would Lord Gren- 
ville have promiled relief. He hoped this iiiforma- 
lion would be tliought fufficient. 

]t had been faid that there were not many in- 
flanccs of American fearaen imprefled ; but, fup- 
]3ofc there were but one man, and he a ttegro, luffer- 
jng under the gaU'mg yoke of imprejfment, it is the 
duty of Government to provide relief for that man. 
The fame Member has faid that the Quiberon veflTels 
did not imprefs the crews of the fhips ; he laid it 
was fufficient to take their flour and pay them nine 
dollans for what might have been fold the next day 
for twenty or upwards. Mr. Smith concluded by 
obferving, that if we were a feeble nation, we had 
a right to expcdl: jtiflicc ; but he hoped we were not 
fo feeble as fome Gentlemen imagined. 

Mr. Giles (from Virginia) was of opinion, with 
the Member from Rhode Ifland, that American ci- 
tizens fhould be attended to in other countries, as 
well as in Great Britain. He had not heard of any 
imprejjheftts but by the Britifh, but he had heard of 
captivilifs ; and that Houfe had heard of a French 
officer being caffiiercd fur ill-treating American citi- 
zens ; but it bad lieard no inilance of Great Britain 
punifhiiig officers fur ill-treating American citizens. 
No : this markix! the different charailters of the two 
nations tosvards the Aiuericaus. 

Mr. 




Mr. SwANwiCK rofc to inform the Hoiife, that 
fince he was in his place yeflerday, he had been 
called upon witli evidence on the lubjefl now before 
the Committee, in confcqiience of the call made for 
it in the courfe of the debate. The infianccs he had 
given to him were, the cafe of Robert Norris, a 
native of Princeton in New-Jerfey, and five otlters 
who Jailed on board the American brig Matildti, 
Captain Burke, from Philadelphia, which faiU;d 
from this port in May latl: for Bourdeaux, and were 
on the 9th of July brought to by four BritiA frigates, 
forcibly taken into the vefTel, impreireJ, and com- 
pelled to go and ierve on board one of I lie fa id 
frigates called the Stag, where they fcrvcd four 
months, when the fa id Robert Norris made his ef- 
cape from the frigate at Sbeernefs, at the riik of his 
life, and returned in January laft to the United 
States. His companions, he believes, are yet in 
bondage. The other inftance was the brig Sally, 
Captain Wilkins, which failed from this port in 
May la ft bound to Madeira, and five days after 
leaving the Capes was brought to by the Rattle- 
fnake floop of war, Captain York, and the mate 
(a native of Scotland, but who had failed for ?«(?«> 
jears out of the United States) and one of the befl 
feamen (an American) taken out, They were 
carried to fjallifax, from whence the foremali-man 
made his efcape, and a'rrived here the beginning of 
July. Before they arrived at Hallifax, he informs, 
tbal fifteen men were taken out of American veflels. 
Mr. Swan wick read alfo an account from an owner 
of feveral other impreflments. 

Mr. Sedgwick (from Alajfachufills) tliid, he was 
yellerday prevented from attending the Houfe by 
indifpofition. The fubjetSt ftruck his mind, he laid, 
in feveral points of view which had nut bt^n noticed. 
He was furprifed why the buliiiefs was undertaken 
i^p the way it was. No dcfcription of men;, h^. ft id, 
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were more entitled to regard ihan feamcn : but this 
did not reconcile the adoption of the lubjc£t in the 
manner propofed. The Execufivie, he was of opi- 
nion, would confidcr itfelf as charged with this bu- 
:finefs. An agent, who is ueither contul nor minifler, 
is an inftrament unknown, an undefined charadtec 
that would not be recogniied. It was impoffiblc, 
he faid, for any two agents, one in Great Britain 
and the other in the Weft Indies, to gain informa- 
tion of the fufl'erings of leamen in ditlerent parts of 
the two countries, particularly in Great Britain. He 
called upon Gentlemen to lay whether they bad 
ever heard of fuch a chara)51cr as they were pro- 
pofing to create ? He faid America had confuls iri 
^very part of the world, and if they have not, they 
ought to have falaries fur the buiinefs. Why ap- 
point agents, and what authority will they have ? 

Mr. Sedgwick noticed the different kinds of 
American citizens, and the difficulties arifing from 
the dodrinc of inalienable right fupported by 
the English ; and obferved, that when two countries 
each claim a right to a man, no means but force were 
left to decide between them. 

The refolution was amended, and a feledt Com- 
snittee ordered to prepare a bill. The fubfiance of 
^vhich in the next Cenfor. 

Now, extraordinary as it may feem, and much 
as the reader may be difappointed, I muft abfolutely 
decline making a tingle remark on this debate, I 
would, however, recommend it to him to give it 
an attentive perufal ; after which, by way of recrc- 
^tioDj he may read the following dialogue: 



Lcgf/iat'tve Wrangling, a la Mode de Parts. 

Mr, Liv'mgjion. — :The feamen, failing under the 
landlion of our national flag, have been violently 
forced into a fervice they abhor, cruelly torn from 
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their dear wives and fmiling babes, and 



tgnorami- 



oufly fcourged for aflerting tlicir privileges as citi- 
zens ! The country to wliich they looked for relief 
has regarded their fufferiiigs with apathy and indif- 
ference. Three long, long years we have behel4 
their whippings and heard their lamentable cries ; 
yet, for three long, long years we have been iilent 
ijje(5lators of the difgraceful fcene ! We have be- 
gua a compact with their oppreflbrs, in which Ihcfe 
poor dear fellows look with longing eyes in vain for 
one little tiny article, one ray of hope ! / bjujh, 
that an American Minifler could be gu'tUy of this 
difgraceful omiffion ! 

Peter Porcupine. — Mr. Chairman, the Gentleman 
who fpoke laft, has dcfcribed tlir: fufferings of our 
injored fellow-citizens in a manner that docs infi- 
fiilc honour to his fceluigs. He talks ai)out hlujhing 
and guihy difgraceful mujfions with a warmth peculiar 
-to himfelf, and admirably calculated to produce 
what the players call ftage effe6i. Indeed, Sir, I 
cannot help looking on ourfelves as engaged in the 
performance of a tragedy here : the Gentleman has 
gone back 3203 years, even to the days o^ Euripides ^ 
for his modeh The piece will certainly do us ho- 
nour ; but it feems to be incomplete without a cho- 
rus to throw light on tome parts of it, that in parti- 
cular where he Ipeaks of blujli'mg \ and, as I have 
a few verfes in my hand, which are not quite foreign 
$0 the fubjedt, I beg leave to read them. 

* *' Id fhort, ta mn the Livingftonian round, 
" Where ev'ry trick of knavery is found, 
" Clofe at his heels trots cou fin PelerR, 

" And M , a younger, feebler ftar : 

'* Two hopeful brothers of a hopeful breed, 
•' Two thrifty plant] of well-approved feed, 
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" Who Jong have tried, ij/ arts and meafurti bafe, 

♦• To lift from fiith the remnant of iheir race ; 

" A race fo funk, by habit fodeprav'd, 

•* So long by vice and infaoiy enflav'd; 

*• So weak, fo haughty, pompons, pmiid, and mean, 

*' Indeed fo black, lb fliameru! and obfcene, 

" That nought but flsength omnipotent can fave 

** Their name depp finking in oblivjyn's wave." 

Charity begins at home, fays the old proverb j 
and lb ought blujh'mg^ Mr. Chairman. One would 
tliink. that a man to whom lines like thcfe apply, 
need lend his cheek to blufb for nobodyj and parti- 
cularly for the Governor of New- York, one of tlie 
brightelt charafters in this or any country. Tliere 
is more wifdom, more honetly, more real patriot ifm 
in one curl, nay in one lingle hair of Mr. Jay's 
wig, than in all the Ikulls of all the Livingi^ons, 
from the days of St. Patrick down to the prelent 
hour. 

Mr. Liv'tngfion. — The Gentleman feems to be 
paying me off in my oitm way. 

Peter Porcupine. — No, Sir, by no means ; I am 
paying you at the rate of iwentyjiilli/igs in the po74tuL 

Mr. Li'uingflotu — I fee the Gentleman is a little 
nettled. The Houfe know too well the value of 
what he advances to form a wrong cflimate of it. 
I rtiall let him fling his dirt ; thank Heaven, it can- 
not foil my character. 

Peier Porcupine. — True, Sir; nor is it fo mali- 
cious to fling dirt as to flingy^owff. I defy any one to 
fay, that I or any of my family ot friends, ever flung 
flones in order to knock out the brains of a man, 
whofe arguments l was afraid to hear, becaufe I 
knew them to be irrefiftible. The treatment of Mr, 
Hamilton is a ftain, an evcrlaflingflain, oti the city 
of New -York. 1 do not fcruple to fay, without 
dilparagement to a crovvd of worthily celebrated 
men of whom this country may boa ft, that, after 
General Walhingtou, this nan has rendered it the 
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moft eflcntial fer vices ; this very man whom a j;ang 
of foreign niffians were hired to dil patch, H;id one 
of the miffiles hurled from their infamous hands 
ilruck him on the temple, you might have had the 
plealbre of feeing him expire at your feet, while we 
ihould have mourned the irreparable lofs. Were I 
to draw your character, Sir, and place it by the fide 
of that of Mr. Hamilton ; then you would have 
reafon to blufh indeed ; a die ten thoufand times 
deeper than crirafon would become your jaundiced 
cheek. 

Mr. Swarewkk. — The Gentleman laft up feems 
to have lort light of the quefiion altogctlier. One 
would think he was contemplating protection to 
Mr. Hamilton inflead of American feamen, I fliall 
endeavour to bring him back to the fubjedt before the 
Committee, reminding him, at the fame time, that 
fuch perfonalities as he deals about him are very de- 
rogatory to the dignity of this Houfe. 

I am aftonifhed that proofs of impreffinents are 
called for. When we heard of American lea men 
being prifoners in JIgiers, no evidence was required 
with rcfpefl to numbers. The united exertions of 
the whole American people feeracd io cry out for 
their releafement. Let us not be too nice about evi- 
dence. Thefe men are ignorant, and cannot give the 
neceffary information. 

Feter Forcupme* — Mr. Chairman, I thank the 
Gentleman for his hint about perfonalities ; but he 
will allow, that I am as exculable as Mr, Living- 
fton, who talked about the Jhamefid, guilty, and 
dy'graceful condutfl of a mofl: upright public Minif- 
ter. I may not have the mellifluent eloquence of 
the Gentleman lall up: I know I am a rough-hewn 
mortal ; but, as I am fpeaking to men, and not to 
analTembly of little mijfes, the want of that Gentle- 
man's filver lifp may not amount to a total difqua- 
ILication. 

I fhall 
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I fliall now turn to what the Gentleman has ad- 
vanced on the fubjeiSt before us — He begs us*' not 
" to be too nice about evidence." This is going a 
i!ep beyond the Revolutionary Tribunal of Paris, 
There the itecu/tr is heard, and if the jury are fatif- 
iied of the guilt of the prifoner, ?io evidence is heard 
in his defines. This is not being over-nice ; but we 
are required to be Itill lets nice. The merciful 
French hear the witnetTes againtl the prifoner at any 
rate ; but we are called upon to give our vcrdidt, 
"without hearing any at all. Poor unfortunate Great 
Britain is to be condemned upon the bare indidt- 
inent. One comes forward and accutes her ; the 
holds up her feeble emaciated hand, and pleads. 
Not Goilty, ray Lords. Some ofus wifh to hear 
what can be urged againft her ; but the Gentleman 
tells us not to be too nice about evidence ; that the is 
a notorious offender ; that " every man ktioivs it, 
" though no Due can give regular information of it ;" 
and, in ibort, that fhc ought to have been annihi- 
lated long ago. In vain do we, like Pontius Pi- 
late, aflc, For what? Still they cry with one voice, 
Let her be crucified ! Let her he crucified ! — And 
js it thus we treat our poor old mother in the hour 
of her difirefs ? 

The Gentleman produces, as a fufficient reafon 
for our not being /oo nice^ the great " ignorance of 
*' the cifizem impreffed," And do I hear this lan- 
guage from Mr. Swanwick ? Is it poffible for the 
people to he ignorant, while under the rays of this 
focus of fcience ? Do I live, Mr. Chairman, to 
hear the words ignorance and citizens articulated in 
the fame breath ? How long. Sir, have our ears 
been dinned wiih, an informed people^ an e?iHghttned 
people ; with the deftrudtion of fuperflition and pre- 
judice, and the luminous clofe of the eighteenth 
century ? And fhall we now be told, that our 
fitlzens are ignorant f that they arc fuch n:upid 

brutes 




MARCH, 1795, 



301 



I 



l)fulcs as not to be able to give au account of what 
has befallen them ? not even of their imprifoa- 
ments and their ftrlpes ? 

Bat Mr. Swanwick., after two or three days 
diligent fearch, brings ns Ibmcthing like an account 
of Ibmc men irapreffed from a veflel of his own; and 
this, he inftfts, is evidence enough for any reafon- 
able man. Tbus, when a failor can be broiieht to 
lay, that he has been imprened and Iconrged, he is 
an enlightensd cilizen ; bdt when he cannot, he is a 
poor ignorant devil, " not capable of giving thene- 
•' ccffary information." 

The Gentleman told us fomething about Algiers ; 
and, though 1 cannot for ray foul perceive why Al- 
giers was dragged into the debate, I look upon 
myfelf as entitled to lay a word or two in reply. 
" The united exertions," fays he, " of the whole 
*' American people feemed to cry oui for the releafe- 
" raent of the prifoners in Algiers." I believe, Sir, 
that the people in general were much afFefted witli 
the fate of thofe unfortunate men, and that, had 
proper meafures been taken to call their feelings into 
action, the prifoners would long ago have been re- 
ftored to their families and country, without the in- 
terpofition of Government ; buL no one will deny, 
that Ihefe meafures fiiould have originated with the 
7nerchants\ thatthc example thouKl have been given, 
and, indeed, the greated part of the money be- 
ilowfd, by themfclves. Was this the cafe ? They 
did, indeed, *' ay out j" they might, for ought I 
know, make fervent applications to Heaven ; but 
the applications to their purfes, which had been 
filled by the toil and hardfhips of thefc poor fellows, 
were veryfaintand inefFe{^ual. A fubfcription wa? 
opened in this city ; Mr. Swanwick was hirafelf one 
of the receivers ; and I now call upon him to fay, 
how much his brethren fubtcribed, and how much 
he furbfcrlbed himfclf. 1 
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ther a company of foreign players, yea, even Eng- 
lilh players, did not fubfcribe more than all the 
merchants of this great, rich, and flourifhing city ! 
— Here was " ajmthy and indiflVrence," hi deed ! 
Here Mr. LivingLlon might have feen reafon to 
" blii/h for a iiilgraceful omijjion /" 

I am not lorry that the Utile Gentleman beftowed 
a few of his tilver founds on the flavcs in Algiers, 
as it fijrnifhes mc with an opportunity of comparing 
the conduct of the friends of the refolutioti towards 
thofe men, and tliat which they now hold towards 
leamen ira pre lied by the EngJifh, The flaves in Al- 
giers could have been at any time raufomed, and 
we well know that they were ali real Americans. 
The feamcn impretred are indefinite; we know not 
who or where they are; all we know about them is, 
that they are all, or nearly lb, fubjefts of the King 
of Grciit Britain. Now, how comes it, that thcfe 
gcnlltMnen thow fuch amazing zeal, and are fo deep- 
ly touched with what they gravely call ihe Jufferings 
of the lhhje(51-s of his Britannic Majefty, while they 
fhow fuch induTcrence for our own citizens? This 
J«;ms totally unaccountable ; yet,. Mr. Chairman, [ 
think I can explain it in a few words. The iinprefl- 
ment of Brilijh feamen by the Britifh forms a I'ub- 
\vt\ of oppoiition fo the treaty; any meafures taken 
to reiifi iiiat imprrirmctit may lead to a war; the cx- 
pcnfc atlcndinj^ the agents fent out will come from 
tlic public purfe, and not from the purie of ihefe 
gentlemen. None of thefe weighty reafons exilled 
with riffpeift to the flaves in Algiers; and therefore 
they might have remained, there, till they bad rotted 
in their chains, had not that Government which 
ibefe flicklcrs for humanity now accufe of apathy 
and inditicrence, been much more vigilant and hu- 
mane than tiiey. ; 

1 have much more to fay on this fubje£V, Sir; 

but as the liour of Turkey aud Madeira is at hand, 
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i fit down, in order to give tbe Houfe an opporlu- 
oity of adjourning. 

(To h conclude J in the Cenfor for April.) 



^ 




Narrative of the Stiicide of the Ar^us of Netv York. ^^J 
OF all the at^is ariling from folly, wicked iiefs,' oi^l' 
defpair, that of fuicide is heft calculated to awaken 
curiofity. It is fo hard to be accounted for from the ^ 
common evils incident to life, and is iucb a direct 
violation of th? firil law of nature, that a man mud 
poffefs an extraordinary degree of iloicifm, not to 
feel fome inclination to be in forme J of the caufe. 
For my part, I felt this inclination fo forcibly, upon 
hearing of the fate of the renowned Argus, that f 
could not red till I had obtained a circuml'iantial 
account of the whole atfair. I trull, it is unnccef- 
fary to fay how my breaft has been wrung by this 
melancholy relation ; neverthelefs, I Ainuld not 
think I difcharged my duty as Cffi/hr, did I negleci 
to impart it to my readers. 

By way of preface to this narrative, it may not be 
amifs to give fume account of the wonderful twc- 
Icgged creature who is the fub)e(5t of it. 

His name indicates that he has a hundred eye?, 
which is a real fa(5t. Thcfe eyes, like tiiofe of the 
bad in tlie vifion, are divided between his fon; 
and hinder parts; but in other refpedts they refeui- 
ble thofe of tlie lamper eel : that is, they emit lillli 
and noxious matter, in place of admittiag light ; or, 
10 other words, they anfwer. none of the ufeful pur- 
pofes of this organ in other aifuiials. He is ex- 
tremely vindictive and ferocious ; and though hii 
ftupid eyes are too dim to wound in the manner of 
the batlliJk, yet when he has no other means of 
vengeance left, he drops tears that fc^ld and bnrii 
like a^ua forfts. 

Thefc 
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Thefe qtialitics could not fail to recommend bin! 
to the great Citizen Genet, of feditious and infolent 
memory. Hii very loon became the Citizen's chief 
favourite, and is Inppofed to have drunk deeply at 
Ihe fountain of his largctics. From motives of gra- 
titude, therefore, he was dcfperatcly attached to the 
canle of the French Repuhhc. He has written j 
fworn, and hed in that caufe; and, of all the tools 
of faction, has, perhaps, been tlie moll: fic-ady to 
his truli. He has chanted the Marfeilloi* Hymn, 
and celebrated all the tliccefaful maflacres of his be-' 
nefaelors, Vt-ith that kind of favagc joy that aiii-i 
mates the ravages of beafls of prey. 

But, alas ! how tranlitory arc all fublunary 
iltlngs ! The difgraccful defeats, or, to ufe their 
own expreflion, " the lifile Jun-e/s,'" of his raaftersj 
during the laft campaign, plunged hira into a flate 
of dejeclion, from which he was only railed to be 
iunk over head and ears in del pair. Like many 
other charitable patriots, he was buoyed up by tli 
hope of a rebellion, or, to give it the fafhionable 
term, of a rr^'ohtlwn, in Great Britain ; and this 
event was reduced to a certainty by the account con- 
cernins" ibeStrIi lion Bills, which our induilrious, and 
faithful, and impartial ncwfmongcrs fpread through 
thecounlry. 

This, then, was the rock of our Argus's hope : 
fiill, however, he had his doubts and his fears, and 
Ihefe were left to fluctuate during the wide chafra in 
our foreign intelligence. Nothing torments and 
liaraflcs the mind like lulpenfe. The poor ^rgus 
became peiilive and raelanchoiy, was often feen to 
Hop in the middle of the flrcct, and heard to mutter 
incoherent expreffions about rebellion and Sedilion. 
Bills, and Pitt and King George, or Citizen Guelph, 
as he called him. 

On Wednetday, the fatal 13d of March, about a 
quarter after lix in the morning, he was perceived 

with 
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with a fpylng-glafs in his hand, walking 011 the bat- 
tery oppofite the port. He was obferved to Hop of- 
ten and clap the glafs to one of liis eyes, then 
fcratch his head, clench his fifl-, and give other evi- 
dent tokens of anger or madnefs. At lall, turning 
hirnfdf towards the water, he laid the telefcope to 
his fhoulder, as if it were a gun, and, after making 
a motion to fire, uttered a loud cry, and ran down 
to the beach. Two labourers, who had viewed him 
all this time, now lofl light of him. One of them 
haflened to the fpot, where he found the poor dif- 
tra(5ed wretch belabouring a log which had been 
thrown up by the tide. His left haod was all over 
blood, and the telefcope was reduced to Iplinters, 
except about four inches of it, wliich heliill gripped 
fefV in his right. Upon being alked what was the 
matter ? •' Look," fays he, holding his bloody 
hand to the man, " look, my lad, that's the heart's 
" blood of Pitt : no pity ! no pity ! let's to thepa- 
*' lace, and cut atl their throats !" 

The other workman now came up ; and the two ' 
together, with the help of a third perfon, made 
fhift to get him home, without fiirthcr raifcliief. 
This was not efFedted, however, without fome dan- 
ger; for, as he conceived himfelf going to New- 
gate, as a preparative for a voyage to Botany Bay, 
there is not a mean of annoyance that he did not 
make ufe oC or.an execration that he did not vomit 
forth. 

When he was put to bed, he fwore he was on a 
rack a million times crueller than that of Daraien. 
" Rafcals," fays he, *' I have only killed a Minil- 
" ter. I have only done my duty as a citizen and a 
** patriot." Thefe ravings continued for nearly two 
hours, after which, having been copioufly bled, he 
dropt off to flcep. 

About four in the afternoon he awaked, vi'hen to 
the joy of his friends, and the furpril'e of every body, 
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he feemcd perfectly reflored to his fenfes. He ate a 
baiin of panada, drank a little wine and water, and 
appeared quite recovered, except from the bruilcs he 
received from the ribs of Miniller Log, 

Juft as things were taking this happy turn, one of 
his printers brought word that a fhip was that mo- 
ment arrived from Liverpool, bringing news to the 
end of February. This imprudent communication 
was the caufe of an immediate relapfe. He jumped 
up, and, without either hat or coat, ran down to 
the wharf, from whence he got on board the veffel, 
" Well," fays he, with a voice and look that 
icared the whole crew, " well, rafcats, you are 
*' come at laft. Tell me this moment, are the 
" fiilh pafTed ?" — The Captain anfwered, y«. 
" What !" fays the raving Argn$, " the Bills paffrd, 
" and no revolution!" None, fays the Captain. — 
" What ! the Englifli are not cutting one 'another's 
** throats yet ?'* — A^o, fays the humane tarpawling, 
more h the pUy ; but let us hope, for tie love of Gaid, 
that they will begiti foon — This charitable informant 
had hardly done fpcaking, when our poor unfortu- 
nate friend made an attempt to throw himfelf over 
the quarter-deck. Being prevented here, he aflumed 

placid mien, pretended he was only in a joke. 



though it was evident to 
much in earnefV. Soon 



every one he was but too 

afler this he flipped from 
among the crowd (which was very confiderable on 
account of the great news (hat was expefted), and 
got away on the forecaftle, where he was preparing 
to hang himfelf. He had even got the cord round 
his neck, when he was perceived by a niao upon the 
yards. His intentions were now fo matiifell, that it 
would have been downright inhumanity to negledi 
him any longer. He was fondu<?led home by fome 
of the citizens, and put under the care of his own 
people. 

Arrived 
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Arrived once more at his home, he. Teems to have 
been refolved to defer the execution of his defperate 
delign no longer. He difTembled, however ; talked 
Ycry connectedly ; inquired whether the paper was 
nearly compofed or not, and even fat down and took 
his pen, under pretence of writing an article of 
news. By thefe means he prevailed on his people to 
leave hioi alone ; two of them, however, thought it 
prudent to remain at the head of the ftairs, in order 
to be at hand, fhoutd he make any attempt on his 
life. Their fufpiclons were but too well founded ; 

c ] at the end of half an hour's dead filence, they 
xieard him utter a motl dreadful groan, and, pre- 
fently after, fall on the floor. They attempted to 
force the door, but it was too fecurely faliened. 
They then applied to the wainfcot, and, at lad,, 
made an openings when, fhocking to relate ! theyl 
found their dear raafter weltering in his blood, his 
throat being cut nearly acrofs. A furgcon was in- 
flantly called, and every afliftance given ; but, I am 
forry to add, that, when this morning's poll came 
away, there was little hope of recovery. 

The interval between his entering his apartment 
and perpetration of the horrid deed, was, it feems, 
employed in v/riting a farewell letter to his filter and 
only relation, the Aurora of Philadelphia. I am 
promifed a copy of this letter, which, if obtained, 
ihall find a place in the next Cm/or. 

It is faid, with what truth I do not pretend to 
afcertain, that the inftrument with which the fatal 
gafh was given, was one of the long confemx em- 
ployed in the prifons of Pans, and wab a keepfak^ 
from a very intimate friend now in France. 



THE END OF CENSOR, NO. II, 



X 1 



( 309 ) 

POLITICAL CENSOR. 

No. IIL 



Ml 



Dihales in the Houfe of Reprefentattves, 
(Contimied from Page 296.) 



.R. S- Smith obferved, that, " were there but 
" one man, and he a negro^ fuffering under the gall- 
" ing yoke of imprijhmnent , it was the duty of the 
" Government to provide rcZ/e/" for that man." Now, 
Mr. Smith, have you not fcveral negroes ? How 
eafy, then, is it for you to do an a£l of phllan-' 
thropy, without application to the Government, 
and without plunging the country into a dangerous 
difpute with another nation i You wilt fay, with-" 
out doubt, that your negroes arc not fuffering under 
ibe galling " yoke of imprefTment ;" but, where is. 
the difFurence whether they arc under the yoke of the 
Britifli, or under j'ouryoke ? Slavery is Itill flavery ; 
nor is the yoke the weight of a hair lighter, ^ot lad- 
ing durante vita, or becaufc it is impofed by a man 
.who pretends to be the advocate of liberty. 

Nothing (hat I have faid, or fhall fay on this fub- 
Ijeft, is inlendcdtojuftify theBritilh in their imprcff- 
Tinent of Anieruam : I look upon their conduit in 
J this refpeft as tyrannical ; ^s the efirft of that over- 
Itearing iiilulcnce which is the charadleriftic of but 
Uoo many among their fubaUern officers ; and I think. 
llhat rcdrefs ouglu to be obtained with all convenient 
[ipeed. But I here confine myfclf to Amej-kam ahne^ 
Ifcy which word I mean, tbofe who were born in tlie 
[.United States, or were jtihabitauts af them at the 
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peace of 1783, not including difeiters from the Bn- 
tl/h daring the war. Thefe are Americans, and no 
others are; and I venture to predict, that whatever 
fchemea the Congrcfs may Tall on, whatever regiflers, 
certificates, or oaths of civifm they may think proper 
to furnith failors with, Great Britain will ever lijize 
hers where ihc finds them, 

• Mr. Livingston faidj that " it would be no 
" difRcult matter to prove, that fo-'eigners natural - 
** ized fince tlie dcclaritlon of independence, were 
** entitled to the protection of the Govcrnmeot." — 
He attempted to prove this, but I fhall nrot contra- 
di6l him, for the thing is in ilfel f(b evidently abfard, 
as to need no remark. As to what he pleafcs to call 
the naturalizalion of foreigners (whole cargoes at a 
time, or othcrwifej, the rights of cltlzcnlliip they 
enjoy under their new maflers, &c, fliall be referved 
for a future opportunity. It will be llifficient to add, 
on til is article, that a bill was at la ft agreed to for 
appointing agents for the relief and prolc<ftion of im- 
preffed feamen. But if thefe agents are to be em- 
ployed (as the infiruments of a predominant faction) 
to embroil this country in a war, it were far better 
they had never been appointed. 

Papers relative to the Treaty iviih Great Britain, 
Mari-k 2. 

Mr. Livingston (tVom N. York) faid, that it wa9| 
generally underfiooJ that fomc important conftitu* 
tional queition would be difcufled, when the treatyj 
lately concluded between this country and Great 
Britain fhould come under conlidcration : it was verjJ 
defirable, therefore, that every document which.J 
might tend to throw light on the fubjeft ihould bej 
before the Houfe, For this purpofe he would movej 
the following rclolution ; 

" Refolved, That the Prefident of the United*]] 
" States be reqnefted to lay before this Houfe, a copy 

" of 
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of the inftrudlions given to the Mini tier of the 
*' United States who negotiated the treaty with Great 
*' Britain, cotnmunicatcd by his raefrage on the ift 
" infl. together witJi the correrpondencc and docu- 
" meats relative to the iaid treaty." — Ordered to He 
on the tahlc. 

To this refolution the followhig exception was af- 
terwards added: — "Excepting luch of the faid'l 
*' papers as any exilting negotiation may render im- 
*' proper to be difclofed." 

Mj. Tracy (CmneSscut) requefled the Gentle- 
roan who brought forward this refolution to give his 
reafons for doing lb. He had at prefent only tol4 
the Houfe that, as the conflitutionality of the treaty 
might be difcufled, he thought it neceflary to pro - 
pole the raeafure. It was well known by every matt 
ui that Houic, that much difference of opinion, and 1 
much lenfibility, had been occafioned by the treaty 
in quefiion all over the Union. He thought that 
the only way to treat the matter fairly, would be, 
for every Member on that floor to come forward and 
expret's himfelf openly. Perhaps the happinefs of] 
the country might depend upon the iffiie of their de- 
liberations upon it. In order to avoid all bitterneft 
and mifunderfl^andinu;, it would he bcfl: for raembera 
to come forward at firff and flate their opinions fully. 
He therefore alkcd, why this motion was made ? 
If made barely to enable the Houfe to examine into | 
the conflitutionality of the treaty, bethought that 
Plight be determined by comparing it with the Con- 
flitution jltclf. It may he thought ncccirary that 
thele papers be produced in order to impeach any of , 
the. peribns employed in the negotiation, or" the Pre- 
fident. He wifhed to know for what purpote thefe 
paprrs are called. He thought to declare tiic wholo 
intention of the motion would be a mean of harmo- 
nizing the Houfe upon the lubjett. However, un- 
til he knew the real intention, he would hope it was 

X. 4 a good 



312 POLITICAL CENSOR, No. Til. ^ 

a good one. If he difagrced from the honourable 
Mover, he /hould give his reafons for it. It was a de- 
licate fubje£t. That they had a right to the papers 
called for, for a good purpofe, could not be doubted ; 
butunlefs the Houfehad real occafion for them, the 
Prtfident would be juftificd in keeping them where 
they arc. What, faid he, do we waot with thefe 
papers ? Is it to make a better treaty, or to do away 
the one made ? He wifhed to know the Mover's rea- 
fons fully. 

Mr. Livingston faid, he had oever any wifh to 
conceal his intention, as he truflcd he never fhould 
have any wbiLli he fliould be afhamed to avow. The 
Gentleman afkcd with propriety for information; be 
, anfwcrcd, his motion was made for the purpofe of 
gaining information. Fie afked, to what particular 
point ? It may be to all the points he has mentioned. 
It was impoflibleto know, until the papers were be- 
fore him. lie wiflicd for information : the refult 
would depend upon the information received. He 
did not know that the impcaclimcnt of any perfon 
would be determined upon by that Houfe. He did 
not think fo biml'elf ; but he thought it nccclfary 
they fhoukl have an opportunity of making a fait 
judgment of the matter. They were the proper pcr- 
Ibns to vi^hom was delegated the ppwer of punifhing 
officers; they ougbf, ttierefore, to have full oppor- 
tunity of judging of their conduft. It was fimply 
for information that the rctblution afked, not only 
with refpeft to the oflicers who were cmjjloyed on 
the occalion, but with refpet?l to (be thing ittclf. He 
believed that Houfe had the power to carry into ef- 
{c& any treaty, or not. It was for this purpofe that 
he wanted intbrmalion ; and if the Houfe were of 
the fame opinion, they would lupport the motion. 
Somelhinrf bad been faid as to the delicacy of the 
fubjedt. If, faia he, any reafon of ftatc will not 
permit the Prciidcnt to give the papers they afked 
forj he will give hrs reafons for reluiing them. He 
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meant not to invade the rights of any branch of IJu- 
vernment ; it was intbrnmtion which he ibtight for. 

Mr. Giles (Vlrgiftfa) laid lie would briefly iVMc 
the reafons wliich inducc<l him to fiipport the paflint^ 
of the rcfolutions which lay on the table. Tiie Gen- 
tleman from Connecticut Ikiu jufily laid that the 
treaty liad cauled great rentibilily throughout IJic:' 
United States. It was on this account tluit he wanted, 
that information which they had a right lo expcdt, 
and without wiiidh they couht not jirocced to cc»n- 
lider the tuhjt^et. If he were fu judge of the treatv 
itlelf, it would not allay that lirnlihility which hail' 
been railed againtt it ; but he trufted the information. 
which was called for would be of a tort to rcconL'ile 
the public mind. If no information was given, he 
mult own it would have an unfavourable imprellioii 
on his mind. He wifhed, therefore, for iutorm- 
ation. 

Mr. Murray (Marylmd) obfervcd, that if liic. 
Mover of the refolut ion betbretlie Iloufe had clearly 
declared that the objett of it was for information, 
he fliould not have an objection to it ; but the cs- 
pUnation given led him to believe that it had in view 
the etiahliihment of a very alarming doctrine — no 
lets than to determine, whetiicr the treaty Ihall bu 
carried into etiisft, or not. By the Conltitution ht>J 
faid the treaty was become the law of the land, and 
obligatory on all the citizens of the Unitcvl Stalesi 
PVoni the exphuiation given, he lliunld give the 
mealbre his decided negative 1 for if that Huufc hatdj 
the power to decide on the legality of the treaty, iti' 
vain has the Conftitutioii given power to the Preti- 
dent and Senate lo make treaties. It appeared to^^ 
him that the Houle had no right to inqnire intotht 
particular ground upon wiiich this trgaty has Ijeconic 
the law of the land, iince it appears that the Preli- 
dent and Senate have acted agreeably to the Confii- 
tiitioii. It would be a lukcilin in- government to 

jay. 
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lay, that there were two powers which could control 
each other. He thought the rel'olutioii iinconllitu- 
tional, as it was predicated on the right of that 
Houfe to interfere with the power placed inllie Pre- 
iidcnt and Senate to make treaties. In order to juf- 
tify (his motion, the Houfe fhoulJ firft determine the 
treaty to be unconlritutional, and that it ought not 
to be the law of the land. If it was agreed that 
that Houfe had a right to examine all the fecrcts at- 
tending negotiations, a plan will be adopted which 
may open fecrcts that may be of great injnry to the 
nation. Every man knows, faid he, that in diplo- 
matic tranfaAions there are certain Iccret negoti- 
ations; he did not know that it was (he cafe in this, 
but it might be fo. To carry into cfFedl this refolu- 
tion, appeared to him a direft invafion upon the 
conflitutiona! rights placed in the Prclident in con- 
junction with the Senate. He doubted whether the 
Senate could make (his demand. 

Thus did the difculTion wander from its objeiS. 
This motion of Mr. Livingfton was the lignal of 
hoftile preparation. The friends of the treaty -took 
the alarm ; and the qoeftion became, not whether 
the Houfe had a right to call for the papers or not, 
but whether their fandlion was ncceffary to the exe- 
cution of a treaty. 

The debates occupied the Houfe and the public 
during nearly a month. It is incompatible with my 
plan to give the fpeechcs at length, many of which 
do honour to the hearts, and many others to the 
heads ot the fpcakers : among the former may be 
noticed thofe of Meffrs. Buck, Sedgwick, Harper, 
and William Smith ; among the latter, thdfe of 
Meflrs. Gallatin and Giles. 

The refolution was finally carried, and on the 
31ft of March the Houfe received the following 
raeffage from the Pre fide nt, in reply. 

*'Xienthmsn 
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*' With the utmotl attention I have conlidered 
your rctblution of the 241I1 inft. requcfting me to 
lay before j'our Hoiifc a copy of the iiifiruiiions to 
the Minifter of the United States vyho negotiated 
the treaty with the King of Great Britain, toge- 
ther with the correfpondence and other doca- 
racnts relative to that treaty, excepting fach of 
the laid papers as any exifting negotiation may 
render improper to be difclofed. 
" In deliberating upon tiiis fubjcfl, it was Impof- 
lihle tor nie to lofe light of the principle which 
fome have avowed in its difcuffion, or to avoid 
extending my views to the confequences which 
nauft flow from the adraillion of that principle. 
" I trull- that no part of my conduft has ever 
indicated a difpohtion to withhold any informa- 
tion which the Contntution has enjoined upon 
the Prelident as a duty to give, or which could 
be required of him by either Houfe of Congrefs 
as a right ; and with truth I affirm, that it has 
been, as it will continue to be, while I have the 
honour to prefidc in llie government, myconftant 
endeavour to harmonize with the other branches 
thereof, fo far as the trufl delegated to me by the 
people of the United Stales, and my fen fc of the 
obligation It impofes to prelerve, protedt, and dc- 

■ fend the Confiitution, will permit. 

" The nature of . foreign negotiations requires 
caution; and their fuccds mu ft often depend on 
fecrecy ; and even when brought to a conclulion, 

■ a full difcloliirc of all the mealures, demands, or 

■ eventual conceflions which may have been pru- 
pofed or contemplated, would be extremely im- 

'• politic ; for this might have a pernicious in- 
' fluence on future negotiations ; or produce im- 
' mediate iacaavenicncies, perhaps danger and 

" mifchief, 
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" milchief, in relation to other pjwers. The nece('-» 
" Jily of fuch cay t ion and leciecy was one cogent 
" rcal'on for veftiug tlic power of making treaties in 
*' thePrcfident, with the advice and content of the 
" Senate ; the principle on which that body was 
" formed confining it to a I'mal I number of mem- 
bers. To admit then a right in the [loufo of 
Rcprcfcntativcs to demand, and to Iiave as a 
matter of courfe, all tlic papers refpedting a ne- 
gotiation with a foreign power, would be to clia- 
•' blitii a dangerous precedent. 

'* It does not occur, that the infpeftion of the 
" papers afkcd for can be relative lo any purpofc 
*' under the cognizance of the I Joule of Reprctent- 
'* ativcs, except that of an impeachment ; which 
" the rct<j!iilion has not expreHed. I repeat that I 
" have no diipolition to witlihold any information 
which the duty of my flation will permit, or the 
public good fliall require to be difclofcd ; and, 
in fa 61:, all ilic papcr.=; aftrfling the negolialion 
with Great Britain were laid before the Senate 
when tiie treaty itfelf was oominunicatcd fur their 
confidcration and advice. 
" The conrle which (he debate has taken on the 
" refolution of the Houfe, leads to fomc obfcrva- 
'* tions on the mode of making treaties under the 
'* Conltitution of theUnited Slates. 

" Having been a member of the General Con- 
** venlion, and knowing the principles on which 
" the Conl'tilution was formed, I have ever enter- 
" tained but one opinion on this fnbjefl ; and from 
" the firlt ellabliflimcnt of the government to this 
" moment, my condiu^ )us exemplified that opi- 
*' nion, that the power of makitig treaties is ex-. 
" elulivcly veiled In the Prefidciit, by and with^ 
'* the advice and content of the Senate, pro-' 
*' vidcd two thirds of the Senators prefent concur; 
** and that every treaty fo made and promulgated, 
2 ' " thence- 
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•» thenceforward becomes the law oT the land. It 
** is tiiQS the treaty^making power has been under- 
♦* Hood by foreign nations ; and in all the treaties 
*' made with tbem wf have declared, and fliav ha# 
*' believed, that, when ratified by the Prelident, 
*' vvitji the advice and confent of the Senate, they 
*' become obligatory. In the conftruftion of the 
•' Conflitution every Houfe of Rcpvefentativcs has 
heretofore acqutefced ; and until the prcfcnt time 
not a doubt or fufpicion has appeared, to xny 
knowledge, that this conftrmftion vyas not the 
true one. Nay, they have more than acqui- 
efced ; for, t'l' now, without controverting the 
obiigatton of Ibch treaties, they liave made all the 
requilite provifions for carrying them into elfc£t. 
" There is alfo reafon to believe that this con- 
ftruiiion agrees with the opinions entertained by 
the State conventions, when they were delibe- 
rating on the Conttitution, efpecially by thofe 
who objedled to it, becaule there was not required, J 
in (ommercial treaties, the confent of two thirds of 
the whole number of the members of the Se- 
nate, infiead of two thirds of the Senators pre- 
fent, and becaule in treaties refpecSling territo- 
rial and certain other rights and claims, the con- 
currence of three fourths of the whole number 
of the members of both Houfes, retpedively, was 
not made necpfTary. 

" It is a faft declared by the General Convention, 
and univerially underflood, that the Conliitutionof 
the UnUed States was the refult of a fpirit of amity 
and mutual conceflion. And it is well known 
that, under this influence, the fmaller States were 
admitted to an equal reprefcntation in the Senate, 
with) the larger States ; and that this branch of (lie 
Government was inveiled with great powers; for 
on the equal participation of thofe powers, the 

" (bvereignty 
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** fovereignty and political fafety of the fmaller 
•• States were deemed eflentially to depend, 

" If other proofs than thcfe, and the plain letter 
* of the Conftitution ittclf, he necetlary to afcertain 
" the point under confideration, they may be found 
** in the Journals of the General Convention, which 
•' I have depofited in the office of the department of 
*' State. In thofe journals it will appear, that a 
*' propofilion was made, ' that no treaty Ihould be 
** binding on the United States which was not rati- 
" ficd by a law,' and that the propofition was ex- 
*' plicitly rejected. 

" As, therefore, it is perfctfVly clear to my under- 
** ftanding, that the allent of the Houfe of Repre- 
" fentatives is not nccefTary to the validity of a 
** treaty ; as the treaty with Great Britain exhibits 
" in itfelf all the objcdis requiring legiflative provi- 
** Hon, and on thefe the papers called tor can throw 
*' no light ; and as it is etfential to the due admini- 
" ftration of the Government, that the boundaries 
*' fixed by the Conftitution between the diflerent 
*• departments thould be prefcrved ; a juft regard to 
" the Conftitution and to the duty of my office, 
*' under all the circum fiances of this cafe, forbid a 
" compliance with your requcft." 

Remarks. — Nobody will deny, that the Iloufe of 
Reprcfentatives have a right to call for papers of 
every kind, relative to matters laid before them ; 
nor will any one deny, that the Prefident has an 
equal rig/it to refufe them. The neceflity of the call 
can alone render it juftifiable in point of pvopriety ; 
and, confequently, if no fuch neceffity exilts, a rc- 
fufal on the part of the Prefident cannot be improper. 

Three reatbns were urged in favour of the call : 
1 . Something might be dilcovered that would juflify 
an impeachment ; 2. The papers might throw light 
on forae parts of the treaty ; 3. They might contain 
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fomething, which would tend to reconcile the peo- 
ple to that inllrumcnt. 

With refpctft to the firfl: of thefe — Ji/coverin^ 
grounds for an Impeachment — I would aik, who could] 
have been the object of this impeachment ? Not the" 
negotiator certainly ; for, whatever roight be hii 
conduit at the court of London, it had received the! 
foleinn fanftion of the Preiidcnt and Senate. He 
was charged with powers to make a treaty j he had 
done fo ; and thole who had difpatched him, hat 
approved and ratified the rcfult of his negotiation ; 
if therefore, there was any blame, it mutt fall oal 
thofe under whofe orders he afled, and not on him. 
I prefume the idea of impeacliing the Senate • 
never entered the brains of even Virginians, and of I 
courfe the Prciident uauil be the object. But the\ 
papers 7ntghi throtv lighi an Jhme parts of the treaty.. 
Now I, who am no fiatefman, God knows, have 
read this treatj', and I think lunderflaad it perfefllj- 
well. It is in good plain EngHfli, and, though that, 
may be one of its principal faults with the quibblers j 
from, the South, yet it ought to render explanatory , 
papers unneceffary. Will any one of the oppofitioa, 
members fay, that lie does not undcrftand the treaty? 
If he fays fo, will it not be neccirary to fend him 
back to his confiituents, or furnith him with an in- 
terpreter ? I confcfs that the outlandifh gentlemen, 
fuch as Mr. Galluiin for example, may experience 
ferious difficulties on this account ; but is this to 
[authorize a call that would divulge all the fecrets of | 
Ltlic State ? would it not be infinitely better to have 
{the treaty tranflated into Italian, or, like the French 
{■decrees of fralernity, into all the living languages? 
[£ctides, let it be remembered, that the papers called I 
[for are in Englilh as well as the treaty, and of courfa 
Uhofe who do not underftand the latter would not j 
[VOfJcrfland the former. 

I would 
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I would by no means infinuate here, that all (lie 

oppofition members, who are not foreigners, are 
adequate to a full comprchenlion of the treaty ; for 
thoufrh, like the Bourgeois Geniilhomme, they talk 

"tolerably pood profc, without knowing it, their 
fpcec'hes ft-illy prove ihat tlicyknow but liltle of the 

'r- Tits of the treaty. And to ihcm, as to foreigners, 
the fame qucflion will apply : Il'thcy cannot under- 
iland the treaty, how are they to underftand the 
papers ? Mofl people, 1 believe, will allow, that a 
diplomatic corrcfpondence is more difhcuU to ana- 
lyfe than the infirument in queftion ; andiffo. how 
is it poflible that thefc contrafted minds fhould de- 
rive light from fuch a eorrefpondcnce ? 

Some of (he members of oppofition are, howev-er, 
of a dificrent fiamp. Thcfe did not want light ; 
they arc blcffed with that in the extreme degree. 
The rays ftrike on their minds with fuch force as to 
T)Und every principle of honour and honcfty. From 
the fincfTc of thefc gentlemen what could have been 
c::pe*51:cd (i-om the papers ? That profound politician 
patriot HL/Jifon tound out jf^'i? difterent conllrudlions 
of onefingle claufc of the Conflitution ; and perhaps 
he would have found five times the number of every 
c!aufc in the difpatcbes. Where or when could this 
have ended ? 

It is foinething truly aftoni thing, that papers, or 
any thing cite, ihould, at this late hour, be called 
for, in order to throw light on the Britith treaty. 
There have been, upon a moderate computation, 
more than fifty volumes in folio written and printed 
on the fubjeft ; public meetings have been held on 
it in every corner of the Union ; petitions by hun- 
dreds have been given in for and againft it ; and the 
infirnmcnt itfclf has been in the hands of every one 
during ihe fpace of eight months. Where, then, dq^ 
(hefe people come from, who now want papers ti 
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on the l"i;bje6lj if, indeed, they can 
prove, ttiat they have been buried in the wcflern 
woods, plotting " political fins" anew, or con- 
flantly occupied in driving their negro cotijfihicuii to 
the tobacco-fields and home again, I (hall be ready 
to make an allowance for tlicir ignorance; but if 
they cannot prove this, if thev have enjoyed th<' ikmc 
means of information as thofe enjoyed by every man 
in the free States, and are yet ignorant of the mf'rlls 
or demerits of the treat j, I muil abfoliitcly decl.:re 
them too llupid to judge of it at all, and totally un- 
worthy of having an intricate diplomatic corretpond- 
ence fubmitted to their examination. 

But, allowing that the papers might have thrown 
light on tome pads of the treaty, how was this ne- 
ceffary to tlicir deciding on granting the fuppliea 
neceffary to carry it into effect ? for it is for this 
purpofe atone that a treaty is laid before them. We 
will fuppofe, for a moment, that they had difcovered 
that Mr. Jay had gone beyond, or fallen ihort of 
his infiruiiions ; nay, we will even fuppofe that 
they had found as indubitable proofs of Englilh cor- 
ruption, as they have had of French corruption ; 
how could that circumflance have ;ifl''61ed their de- 
cifion ? It they have a right of excrcifing their judg- 
ment with rcfj>eCt to a treaty, it muftbc on the 
treaty itl'cU ; and that was before them. The means 
employed in the negotiation could not alter the 
inflrument itfelf. It has a precifc meaning, couched 
in terms which cannot be mifundcrllood : and on 
that meaning alone could they found their decihon. 
"What an idiot of a connoifleur fhould we think, him, 
who, upon the fight of a picture, ihould call for 
the pencils with which it was painted, in order to 
form an opinion of its merits I Yet, exa»?Jy fuch 
was the call for papers relatiTC to the treaty. 

There was, liowcver, another reafbn alTigned.: 
ihefe fapers might contain fame things ivhich would ten 
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to reconcile 

excul'ed every tJiing but this grois, this palpable 
hypocrify. Wliat ! did thcfe oppofition members 
ddire to fee (bmething that would reconcile the 
people to the treaty ? — thefe very men who had, in 
ways more or lefs dire(5l, ilipulated with the mob to 
oppofeit. It is a fact well known, that the leaders 
among them had all written or made public fpeeehes 
reprefentiug it as inimical to the rights and liberties 
©f the people; the Gentleman who brought forward 
the refolution was one of thole who took the lead at 
New -York, when the French and American flags 
-were hoifled againft it, and when it was abfolutely 
burnt before the houfc of Governor Jay. And yet thefe 
very men now pretend, that they wifh for fomething 
that may reconcile the people to it ! What an opinion 
muil they have of the Prefident, to fuppofe him 
open to fuch barefaced deception ! When men have 
longfucceeded in this, or any way, they are apt to 
over-rate their talents ; it is not therefore fo very won- 
derful that they fliould imagine it is as eafy to cajole 
General Wafhington as their deluded conftituents. 

I have now done with the ^re/fH^/sJ motives of the 
refolution (on which I muil confefs I have taken up 
too much of the reader's time), and fliall come to 
what I imagine to be the reui motives of it. 

To begin at the fountain-head, the mind from 
which the mifchievous and malicious idea firft 
iflued : it is tolerably well known, that the Living- 
Jions harbour a mortal hatred againO: the family of 
his Excellency Governor Jay^ which hatred is un- 
doubtedly paid back with contempt. The charac- 
ters of the parties fufficiently explain the caute. 
This is not the firfl: inftance of private refentment 
finding its way into public affemblies. Something 
in thel'e papers might have been found, which, if 
properly handled, would have impreffed on the 
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fninds of the ignorant, a belief that Mr. Jay had 
abandoned their interefts ; that he was partial to the 
Englifh nation (which alone is a fufficient crime), 
and that he felt little anxiety for the fuccefs of the 
French. The flightefi: expreffion, leaning this way, 
would have been tortured into the moft odious lig- 
nification by raen who are capable of iinding five 
different cmiftraflions of a limple fentence. There 
coutd not be imagined a more complete method of 
rendering the worthy Envoy odious to the raajority, 
in numbers, of his State, and of preparing the way 
for his being rejedlcd at another eledlion. 

But though this might be the principal objetB: 
with the '^ hmiourahle Mover," as he has been ironi- 
cally called, yet we muft not fuppofcall the mem- 
bers of Oppofition to have no higher views. They 
undoubtedly participate with Mr. L'wingjion in a 
deteflation of the Envoy. I prefume this, becaufe 
jt is natural ; but their projects feem to be much 
more extenfive than the oufting of a Governor. 
Their eyes are fixed on another quarter, where a 
nobler game prefents itfelf. In fhort, ifl have any 
penetration, their plan is nothing fhort of driving 
the Prefident of the United States frora the pofl he 
now fills. 

If there be any one who, meafaring the hearts of 
others by his own, looks upon this as impoflible, I 
rcqueli him to turn his eye to the intuits that have 
been heaped on this man daring the prefent feffion 
of Congrels. The fail is, nobody doubts of this; 
and the only thing that lurprites me, is, nobody 
attempts to render the deftrudlivc projeft abortive. 

It may be alkcd, what views can tlic Oppofition 
have ? To this queftion I anfwer by another ; what 
views have the dilbrganizers in every country ? 
What views could the nobleman have who propofed, 
in France, the abolition of nobility? What views 
had the bijliop who propofed the abolition oi religion? 

y % What 
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What views had the filly Lord Stanhope when he 
propoied an imitation of the French fans -culottes, 
and declared At' iirndd like (o he hanged? Is there 
any thing too fi lipid, abfijrd, and vile, to be wiflied 
for by thofe who are the partifans of France ? 

That they may not fucceed, is furely tlie finc^re 
delire of every man who wifhea well to his country. 
But the event is, at lealt, doubtful. It requires 
fortitude ioniclhing more tlian human, to endure 
fuch treatment as the Prelident has received, without 
yielding to the dictates of difguft. There is hardly 
a man on earth but himfelf, that would not have 
retired long ago. For my part, I fhoukl have hurled 
the papers in ihclr face, in the midft of their quib- 
bling and Ipiteful harangues, fent them my refigna- 
tion, and retired to my home. Happily, General 
Wafhington is a man of another charafter. But it 
is not reafonablc to hope that he will bear this tan- 
talizing for ever : there is a certain point beyond 
which the palicnce and fortitude of no man can go ; 
and fhouUl his ungrateful enemies fnrpafs it, we 
muft expert to be kt't adrift in the florm. 

I have hitherto deferred giviugthe reader the Ayes 
and Noes on the call for papers, in order that they 
may appear in this place, after the motives of the 
refolution have been, as I prefume, fairly ftafcd. 
Here they follow ; and the reader will do well to 
rccollcdt, that, however ihcy may fhift hereafter, 
this is the lift to which he may at all times refer, to 
lioow who are the friends and who are the enemies 
of the government, conititulion, peace, and pro- 
fperltyofthe United StatcH. 

Ayes. — jVIeineurs Baily, Baird, Baldwin, Ben- 
ton, Blount, Brent, Bryan, Burgcfs, Cabcl, Cknjiie, 
Claibournc, Clopton, Coles, Dearborn, Deutf 
Duval, Earl, FhtJley, Franklin, Gallatin, Gillefpie, 
Giles, Gregg, Greenup, Grove, Hampton, Han- 
cockj Harriifon, Hulhomj Ilavem, Heathj Plolland, 

Jacklbn, 
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Jacklbn, Kitchell, Lhhig/lon, Locke, //-' Lyman^ 
Madajt Macon, Madifon, Milledgc, MoorCj Muh- 
hnkrg. New, NicliolaSj Orr, Page, Parker, Pn/kti, 
PreRon, Richanl, Rutherford, Sherborn, Ifrael 
Smith, Samud Smilh, Spring, Swatnvick, Tatem, 
fmi-Courlhimit, P^armim, V enable, Winn. — 62. 

Nays. — Mefficurs Bourne^ Bradbury, Buckf 
Coii, Cooper, A. Fojhr, D. Fofler, Freeman, G'tUi 
GihiaUy elm, Goodhue, Goodrich, Grl/wald, Harper, 
Hartley, Hillhoiife, Hindmafi, Kilt era ^ S. Lyman, 
Malbrjne, Murray , Reed, Sedgwick, Sitgr eaves ^ 
Jeremiah Smith, A\ Smith, Jfaac Smith, W. Smith, 
Swift, Thatcher, Thomas, Thomp/ofi, Tracey, P^an- 
jiHen, PVad/worth, If'll/iams. — 37. 

It is a troth, which cannot be too often repeated, 
that the oppofers of the Britifh treaty are, for the 
mofl partj men who have long and fleadtly oppofed 
every falutary meafure of the General Government, 
joined by fuch as this treaty obliged to pay their juft 
debts. It is well known that it is againti the fouth- 
em States alone that tlie Britifh merchants com- 
plain ; and for this reafon it is that we lee the mem- 
bers from thofe States molt oppofed to it. All the 
names in the above lifts, written in ifaiics, arc of 
members coming from States to the north of \^ir- 
ginia, from which it will appear, that only two 
members from the font hern States voted in the mi- 
nority. This circnmftance is a fufficie-nt proof of the 
motives of the Oppofition. 



Mefolution By 'way af Prof eft againjl the PreJiJent^s 
MeJJage, 



^^^ jipril 26. 

HP The Moule having rcfblved itfclf Into a Committee 
~ of the whole on the meirage from the Preiident, Mr. 
Blount (from North Carolina) moved the following 
refolutiops, which were finally palFcd. 

Y 3 RefqlveJ, 



325 



POLITICAL CENSOp, No. III. 



Refolved, that, it being declared by the fecond 
fed^ion of the fccond article of the Conitltution, 
" that the Preiident fhall have power, by and with 
" the advice and content of the Senate, to make 
*• treaties, provided two thirds of the Senate prefent 
" concur," the Houfc of Reprefentatives do not 
claim any agency in mahin^^ freat'm i but that when 
a treaty fiipulatcs regulations on any of ihe fuhjeSls 
Jubmitted hy the Coiiftihition to the power of Congrefs, 
it rauft depend for its execution, as to fuch flipula- 
tions, on a Jaw or laws to he pailbd by Cougrefs ; 
and it is the contlitutional right and duty of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, in all fuch cafes, to de- 
liberate on the expediency or inexpediency of car- 
rying fuch treaties into effect, and to determine and 
a£t thereon, as in their judgment may be mofl con- 
ducive to the public good. 

Refolved, that it is not nccelFary to the propriety 
of any application from this Hoofe to the Executive 
for information deli red by them, and which may re- 
late to any confiitutional functions of the Houfe, 
that the purpofes for which fuch information may be 
wanted, or to which the fanae may be applied, 
fliould be fiated in the application. 

On the latter of thefe relblutions it is only necef- 
iary to obferve^ that it is by no means inconfitlent 
with the motives that diflated the call for papers j 
thofe motives I have already ilated, it will therefore 
be ofelefs to fay any thing more on the refolution. 

The firfi: refolution merits a great deal of atten- 
tion, as it feems to be the 1 aiding definition of the 
treaty-making power. 

Piiiriot Madifon was the only Member that en- 
tered into a defence of this relblution. To give his 
fpeech here would be to fill up ray pages with what 
no one would read ; I fhall, therefore, content my- 
felf with inferting an extraft from the debates in the 
Virginia Convention, at the time when the Confti- 
4 tutioti 
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tution of the United States was under confidera- 
tion. 

The reader fliould be informed, that Ihis patriot 
was, at the time of forming the Conflitiition, a firm 
friend to it ; and indeed 1 have feen it aflerted in 
print, that he even drew it up. Let uSj then, com- 
pare the explanation he gave of this treaty-making 
claufcj at the time the Conftitntion was under con- 
fideration, with the explanation contained in the 
relblution which he now fupports. 

A Member in the Convention having obje»5icd to 
the treaty-making povver, as exprefled in the Con- 
flitution, becaufe treaties became fupreme laws of 
the land, without the participation of Congrefs^ pa- 
triot Madifon rote and faid, ** Are not treaties the 
*' law of the land in Ejigland? I will refer you to 
" a book which is in every man's hand, Black- 
" ftone's Commentaries. Jt will inform you, that 
'* treaties, made by the King^ are to be the fupreme 
" laws of the land. If they are to have any efficacy^ 
*' they mujt be laws of the land. They arc fo in every 
" country" 

Now where has the patriot been iince the time 
that he gave this explanation of the treaty-making 
power ? What fort of company muft he have fallea 
into ? I fliould be very forry to fuppofe that he has 
drunk at the fountain that poifoned his countryman 
Randolph ; but really, fuch a change of fentiment, 
fuch dire611y contradictory explanation of the very 
fame claufe, is hard to be accounted for. 

In this debate on the call for the papers, which 
was, in faft^ a debate on the treaty-maKing power, 
the patriot was Ibveral limes called on for an expla- 
nation of his doftrine advanced in the Convention. 
He had the prudence to avoid an anfwer at that 
time, and to refcrve himfclf for thedifcufBon of the 
prefent refolution. He tells us here, that, upon his 

t, he has forgotten what palfed in the Conven- 
Y 4 tion i 
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tion ; but that, however refpeSahle fuch authorities 
may be, the Conftitution mufl now exphin itfeIf.-~*. 
And lb, Sir, you have fargo fieri, have you ? for- 
gotten all about it ? The waters of Virginia, where 
you have undergone your political baptifm, and 
where you have emerged a new man, are, I lup- 
pofe, hke thot"e of Lethe. 

But though Mr. Madifon had been dipped in th» 
pool of oblivion, Ibme other members of the Houic 
bad not ; and as they made fo prefling a call on him 
for the explanation, he was obliged to fay lbme« 
thing. It was not certainly a very fatisfa^itory an- 
fwer, to fay that, however refpei%ihh fuch authori- 
ties might be, the Conftitution muft now exflaiu it- 
Jjilf. As to the jifpffliiHlity of the authority, as far 
as relates to himfelf, 1 am ready to give that up ; but 
how the Conftitution \^ to explain itfelf, when he 
has found out five different conftruOions of the lame 
clauli.-, I cannot perceive. If it be true, that he 
penned the Conftitution, I hope he will not boaft of 
his work, unkfs, indeed, which is not irapofliblc, 
he wijhed it to anfwer all the convenient purpotes 
of a JefuilV creed. 

The Prciidcnt, in his mcfTagc, tells the Houfe, 
that I he treaty -making power has been thus under- 
lloud by both parties in the negotiations with foreign 
powers. ** It is tlius," fays he, " that the treaty- 
*' making power has been underftood by foreign 
♦' nation:-. ; and in all treaties made with them, we 
" have dei-iared, and ^//^y have believed, that, when 
'* ratified bj the Prcftdent, with the advice and cdn- 
" fent of the Senate, they became obhgatory." To 
this Mr, Madifon replies : *' By -we was to be uoa 
*' deiltood tiic Executive alone, and not the Houfe 
** of Rtprefentativcs."* Again he obfcrvei that 
" this was theflrft treaty made with a /or«^^w power, 
** fince the o Deration ot the piefent Government, 
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*' and tliat tlierefore precedents muft lofe much of 
*' their weight." 

What the patriot means by a foreign power, I 
know not : it is more than probable that, in Iiis am- 
ple budget of conftruc^Uoos, he may have a dozen 
or two ready to be applied to his wovd foreign ; but, 
according to my fimple conception of the meaning 
of this epithet, it is applicable to every power witji 
whom the United States have made, or ran make, 
treaties ; and of conrfc, it ought to be applied to 
the Indian as well as to the European nations. The 
continental powers of Europe are all fituaJcd on the 
fame land ; fome of them mint neceffarily be divided 
by landmarks, us we are from the Indians ; yet they 
treat each other as foreign powers. If the word fo- 
reign is to be applied to no nation fitualu! on the 
fame lind with onrfelves, it is yei to be proved, 
whether it ought to be applied to France and Spain, 
or not. Inticed it is likely that the patriot means 
to confine the word foreign to the Brilifh nation, as 
the only one which is divided from us by the fea ; if 
fo, and if he thould be able lo perfnade us that his 
conftrticiion is a good one, we may then allow that 
this treaty is the firft which the Federal Government 
has formed with foreign powers ; but till he can do 
this, I, lor my part, rauli continue to look upon the 
treaties made with the Indians as made with, toreign 
powers. 

If then it he true, and true it moft afTuredly is, 
that the treaties made with the Indians bear in them- 
felves the full force of the principle laid down by 
the Prefident ; that, " when ratified by the P^efideiit 
" and Senate, they become obligatory ;" how hap- 
pens it that no objeflion was ever yet made lo iheir 
contents in that refpe<5-t ? Foreign nations have feen 
thofe treaties go quietly into cffedt, without waiting 
for the fandion of t!jc Houle of Reprefentatives ; 
and frisj of itfelf, wjk a declaration of the whole 

nation. 
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nation, that no fucli fandlion was neceffary. But, 
fays the patriotj *• the Hotife of Reprcienlatucs 
" nevermade any fuch declaration ;" and for iliis very 
realbn ; bccaufe no fncli declaration was wanted. 
The Prefident and Senate ratified the treaties, and 
nobody difputed their authority fo to do ; the un- 
making power of the Houfe was reserved to be ex- 
erciled on the prcfent occafion. 

Had the Houfe of Reprcfcntativcs pofTcflcd the 
power of fctting a treaty afide, or rather, as they 
now contend, of giving it a final ralitication, they 
fhould have come forvt'ard and declared fo, when 
the firfl treaty made under the prefent Goveniment 
was laid before thera. This would have been can- 
didly telling other powers not to look upon a treaty 
3S finally ratified by the United States, till it had 
been approved of by the Houfe : and, in the pre- 
fent inftance, the King of Great Britain would not 
have been deceived into a ratification on his part, 
till Inch apprrb^tion had been obtained. 

Taking leave of the tcrgiverfation of patriot 
Madifon, I Ihall add a few fhort remarks on the re- 
Ichition itfclf. 

One of its greatcfl faults is, its unnecelTary 
length ; it is however, like all the other propofitions 
brought forward by the Oppofition, calculated to 
deceive the multitude, and rally them under the 
banners of an intercftcd, and perhaps corrupted 
faflion, tmdcr the pretext offupporting their rights. 
The plain meaning of it is this : T^e Prefident and 
Senate have a right to make treaties, and the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives to unmake them % and Mr. Blonnt, if 
he had had as much courage as malice, would have 
couched it in thefe very words. 

" When a treaty," fays the refolation, *' flipu- 
** lates regulations on any fubjeft fubmittcd by the 
" Cpnftitution to the power of Congi'efs, it muft 
" depend for its exccQlion on Congicfs," and coii« 
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fequcntly on the Honfe of Reprefentativas. Several 
regulations are fubmitted to the power of Congrefs ; 
I Ihall confine royfelf to one only, as fufficient to 
demonllrate the coniequences of the dotSrinc here 
held up. " Congrefs," fays the Conftitution, " is 
•* empowered to regulate commerce wiih foreign w*- 
•' domJ' Now what treaty, let me aft, can the 
United States make with any nation on earth, riof 
contmn'mg Jiipulatiom on commerce? What treaty can 
be formed with Great Britain, with Spain, with the 
Algerincs, or even with the Indians, that does not 
contain flipulations of this kind ? There are trea- 
ties with them all now before the Houfe, and they 
all do contain fuch flipulations. It fq! lows, of 
couric, that the Prefident and Senate can make no 
treaty, that can be carried iqto execution without 
the confent or ratification of the Houfe of Reprc- 
feotativcs. 

Yes, there arc treaties of alliance offenfive or de- 
feniive, or both, which may not contain flipula- 
tions on commerce ; but then, the Congrefs has the 
power to declare war ; and as thcfe are certainly 
warlike regulations, the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
will undoubtedly claim a participation in making 
them, or at leaft in unmaking them, according to 
the fpirit of the refolution. So that the Prelident 
and Senate's treaty- making power is, in fadl, no 
power at all. It is a mere form of words ; a de- 
ception thrown out to give foreign nations a belief 
of the ftability and promptitude of this Govern- 
ment, in order to lure them into concejjions, while 
the real power is refcrved, for annulling fuch trea- 
ties as fall fliort of the exorbitant pretenfions, or 
militate againll the intercfted views, of thefe States. 

If a vote of the Houfe of Reprefentatives be ne- 
ccflary to the ratification of a treaty (I fay ratifica- 
tion, becaufe that act alone is worthy of the name, 
\vhich gives full and complete effedl to a treaty) -, if, 
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then, a vote of this Houfe be nccelTary 1o fuch fatl- 
fication, it ihould be obtained before the ratification 
is difpatchcd to a foreign Court. Any other man- 
ner of proceeding is mere duplicity. What fays the 
treaty before us ? ** This treaty, when the famefhall 
" have been ratified by his Majefty, and by the 
" Prcfident of the United States, by and with Ihc 
•' advice and content of tfieir Senate, and tlie re- 
*' Jpe£live ratifications mutually exchanged, fiiall 
" be binding and obligatory on his Majefiy, and 
'• on the faid States, &c," Now, this has been 
done ; the treaty has been ratified by his Majefty 
and by the Prefident, with the confent of the Se- 
n;Uc ; and yet the Houfe of Rcprefentatives pretend, 
that it is not binding on thefe States, without their 
covfmt alfo. Is this duplicity, or is it fomcthing 



woife ? 

SLippofe 
this treaty, 



the pofis, which are, in fulfilment of 
to be delivered up to the United States, 
were lituated in fome part of Europe, where no in- 
telligence of this refolution could be obtained in due 
time to prevent the delivery ; or fuppoie the treaty- 
had ftipulatedfor the weflcrn pofls being given up 
in the month of December laft. Had either of thefe 
been the cafe, Great Britain would have fulfilled 
])cr engagement, in this relpcdt, while the United 
States are debating with themfelves ivh^fher they 
^liil! fulfil theirs or not. What fort of national faith 
is tliis ? To make ufe of the words of Mr. Giles 
refpedting the land-jobbers, this iBfuuindl'mg upon 4 
ifroadfcahf indeed. 

This refolution, whatever may be the fate of the 
Britifh treaty, will have the mofl: pernicious efFeifts 
on the relations of the United States with foreign 
'nations. If the Minit^ers of any power can be 
fuppofcd to undcrfl^and this Conflitution, it niuft be 
thof'c of Great Britain. Wc fee that they have 
underftood it as giving the fole povvtT of making 
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and ratifying treaties to the Prcfident and Senate ; 
and it is certain that other powers have, till now, 
underftood it in the fame way. But the refolution 
of patriot Blount is well calculated to undeceive 
thera. All nations will now fay, ' Yes, the Arae- 

* ricans have a Prefident and Senate, whom they 

* hold forth to us as officers empowered to make 

* treaties with us, and to give fuch treaties their 

* full effect, as " fupreme laws of their land ;" but 
' we now perceive that this is all deception ; thefe 

* officers are only authorised to make and ratify 
' Jham treaties with us ; if they ohtaiu their withes, 

* they confirm thefe treaties afterwards ; but if not, 
' they referve to therafelves the power of letting 

* them aiide.' In future, tlierefore, we muft natu- 
rally expeft, that no power on earth, except, per- 
haps, a humiliated King of Spain, or a liupid In- 
dian Chief, will ever look upon a treaty with us as 
legally ratified, till it has 'received tlie lkn6iion of the 
Houfe of Repretentatives ; nay, were I a Prince, I 
would not ratify, till the treaty had been ligned by 
every individual Member of the fovcreign people ; 
for, as j>a/r/o/ Madifonjudiciouflyoblerved, " there 
" is a pfovident article in the Conftitution itfelf, by 
" which an avenue is always left open to the fovff~ 
*' reign people for ex-plajiatiom or amendmenls, as lliej» 
" may be found indifpcnfable." 

Here I fiiall be told, that the Britifh Houfe of 
Commons poffetres the fame power, with refpciil (a 
treaties, as is contended for by the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives ; and yet that does not prevent other na- 
tions from treating with the King of Great Britain. 
If any inconfiftency on the part of the Oppolitiott 
could at this day excite furprite, it would be their 
having held up the prasftices of Great Britain as pro- 
per for their imitation. What ! thefe very men, 
whole continual theme has been the execrating of 
the pradliccs of ihat nation, now fly to it for prece- 
dents ! 
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dents ! The firft writer that appeared in oppofition to 
the Britifh treaty, reprefented it as dangerous, bc- 
caufc it would " tend to the introduction of the i 
" faihions, forms, and freeedertis of a monarchy!' 
Mr, Giles faid, in the debate concerning Randall^-I 
^that " he fhould be ^rrv to lee this Hou/e adopt ^n?- 
*' cedents from the Britifh Houfe of Commons !" 
Several tiroes during this very debate, it was averred 
that the Conftitution of Great Britain was juft. 
crumbling to pieces ; and it is no longer ago than 
laft year, that the fagacious patriot Madifon fore- 
told, that he fhould loon lee the Peers of Great , 
Britain coming to alk a lodging from him. Mr. 
Swan wick, in the debates on the frigates^ faid that! 
Great Britain was on the verge of ruin. Anotherj 
of thefe oppofers declared fhc was at her lafl: gafp.^ 
And thefe are the men, who now tell us that imi- 
tating Great Britain is the only way of prelerving 
the liberties of the people ; while they feize every 
opportunity moft flanderoufly to reprefent the peo- 
ple of that country as flaves. 

But what are thefe precedents which they have 
taken from the Conftitution of Great Britain ? 
They tell us that the Houfe of Commons claim a 
right to withhold the lapplies necclTary to carry a 
treaty into cfFeft. They claim this right with re- 
Ipedt to all fupplies ; but, were they ever known to 
cxercife it fince the reign of the profligate frenchi- 
fied Charles ? At lea ft, were they ever known to 
exercife it for the purpofe of violating a treaty made 
with a foreign power ? I defy thefe gentlemen to 
prove any lucli thing ; and even if they could prove 
it, I VkTould be vei;y glad to know how the prece- 
dent will apply to themfelves. The Britifh Confli- 
tution, . happily for the people of that country, is 
not written in a book ; is not reduced to a fcvf 
claufe«, each of which admits oi Jive tonjirufflom. 

There 
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There is no pofitivc law that fays to the Houfe of 
Commons, ' You fhall have no deliberative voice on 
* the expediency or inexpediency of treaties/ This 
is not uecefTary in a Government like that of Great 
Britain. The orgauizration of the Ooufe of Com- 
mons is itfelf a guarantee for tlieir doing nothing 
that may endanger tlic honour or fafety of the 
State. Theeleflors there are few ; the members are 
the reprelentatives of property, and not of num- 
bers. They arc elefled for feyen years, and not for 
two. They are independent of the mob — a mucli 
better fccurity for the State, than tlieir being inde- 
pendent of thofe who ht at the helm of affairs. 
There is not, I am pcrfuaded, a man in tliat Houfe, 
who could, under any circumliances, bring himfelf 
to avow openly, that "he aJored the voice of the 
" people," as Mr. Giles did in the debate on the call 
for papers. There is not the moft diftant refemblance 
between the Houfc of Commons and the Houfe of 
Reprelentatives ; and therefore the citing of prece- 
dents from the records of each other muft be totally 
inadmitlible. In one particular, however, I am wilt- 
ing to allow that the Houte of Reprefcnfativcs would 
do well in imitating the Houfe of Commons ; and 
here I believe I fliall he feconded by every honelt 
man in the Union ; I mean in making provifion for 
•carrying the prefent treaty into effect. 

In the Philadelphia Gazette of laft year I find the 
following words made ufc of by Mr. Giles in the 
debate on the allowances to members of Congrefs : 
Mr. Giles faid, there was a country from which 
America had copied a great deal too much. The 
members of the Britifti Honfe of Commons re- 
ceived no wages, while the otficeri of State had 
immenfe fabrics. It was, however, underfiood^ 
that the Britifh Houfe of Commons were very 

« well 
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" well pu'td. Mr. Giles did not wifti to (ccfimei 
" ot" 1 1 Jilt kind in thh court hy." 

Now. wijuJd if, 1 wonder, be pertuitted me to aJk 
lliib tiilkativf- Gentleman, What he meant by 
*• iccncs ?" If this were permitted, I would go on, 
and alk him what he meant by copying too tmu:h from 
(Jteat Britain r If he iiimklf l>e a copy of fome 
original litJtii ibat country, which I believe to b6 
the cali:, in ihis iriftance I fhall not contend that 
we have not ( opieJ too much ; but as to wages to 
members of Cuiip;reffl, I think, we have not copied 
(juite cnouf^h, witnefs a lefiion fpun out to the month 
of ^hly, and i.othing done. Again, I would atk 
liitn, how heiatneto itndtrjituid, that the members 
of the Britilh tloufe of Commons were very wt*// 
faiilj or, in other words, corrupted by the King? He 
fcnows how Icvercly I could retort upon hinj here ; 
how I could dare him to a comparifon ; but 1 for- 
bear, and return to the fentcnce of this extracl which 
lb immediately applies to the fuhjcdt before us; 

It is well known that the members of the Houfe 
of Commons receive no llipend for their firrvices in 
that capacity ; therefore, when the propofal before 
the Houfc was to draw money out of tlic pockets of 
the people to pay Mr. Giles and his colleagues lucli 
a ftipcud. he thought America fliould not copy from 
Great Britain. Imitating the Houfe of Common# 
in this inOance, would have deprived the Gcntleraao 
of what he probably-" adorat^ as much as he docs 
" the voice of the people,'' and, perhaps, a great 
deal more. The Houfe of Commons was therefore 
thrown afide as totally unworthy of imitation ; but 
when fomething from the records of that Houfe 
feemcd to ftrengthcn the arguments of Mr. Giles 
for fetting afide the treaty, then it was not wrong to 
copy from it : it was to be imitated as the only model ; 
as the only alTembly in the world, that was the true 
repofitory of the liberties of the people.— Thefc pal- 
a pable 
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pable inconfiftencies I leave Mr. Giles to reconcile, 
which I make no doubt he will be able to do, to the 
entire iatisfa(9ion of Ms conflituents. 

I Ihall now diimifs this refolution of Citizen Blount, 
with obferving, that if no treaty, containing ftifitla-' 
tions on commerce^ is finally ratified till fan6lioned by 
a vote of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, no treaty 
formed by the prefent Government is yet valid ; fof 
though that with Spain, for inftance, has been fanc-^ 
tioned by the Houfe, fuch fan<5tion was not obtained 
prior to the ratification by the King of Spain. The 
ratification which that King now poflefles is not 
valid, and therefore the treaty is not. This is rfear 
and fair reafoning, and Idefy even patriot Madifon, 
with his five conftrudtions, to oppofe it with fuccefs. 
Is it afferted that the ratification now in the hands 
of the Court of Spain is binding on the United 
States ? So, then, is the ratification now in the hand's 
pf his Britannic Majefty ; for they have both emanated 
from exadlly the fame powers. If the ratification 
exchanged with Great Britain be not final, be not 
obligatory, neither is that exchanged with Spain ; 
the Kings of both nations have been duped ; they 
have exchanged obligatory ratifications for fuch as 
were not obligatory, and,, of courfe, both the trea- 
ties become null and void : nor fhould I fcruple, 
were 1 the Minifter of either of thofe Princes, to 
advife an infraction of either treaty, when circum- 
ilances might render it convenient ; fully confident 
that this refolution of the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
would jufi:ify the proceeding. 

Refiiution for jetting aftdt the Britijh Treaty. 

April lifthi. 

Mr. HitLHousE (from ConneSicut) having 

brought forward a refolution for pafiing the laws ne- 

cefiary to carry the treaty into efie6l, Mr. Maclay 

voi.. ui. z fpoke 
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fpoke againft it, and concluded his Ipcech with the , 
following preamble and refolution : 

*' The Houfe having taken into confideration thej 
** treaty of amity, commerce, and navigatioDj be- 
*f tween the United States and Great BritaiUj com-f 
.•* municafed by the Prc/idcnt in his niefiage of the' 
" tirfl day of March lall:, are of opinion, that it Is, 
*' in many relpefls, highly injurious to the interefts 
*• of the United States; yet, ivere ihey pojejfed of 
*' any wfonmilionii/hich could jujlijy the great Jacrtfices 
*' contained in the treaty, their lincere dclire to 
** cherhh harmony and amicable intcrcourfe with 
" all nations, and their eariieli wifh to co-operate 
*• in hallening to a final adjuftment of the differ- 
" en CCS lubliiluii! between the United States and 
" Great Britain, might have induced them to wave 
*' their objcAions to the treaty ; but, whm they cou- 
** template the conduEi of Great Britain iti perfeveriug^ 
*' fmee the treaty tviis Jigncd, in the imprejfment of 
** American feamen and the/eizure of jimerican vejfels 
* ' (laden with provifiofu), contrary to the [acred rights 
" of neutral natioTis ; whether this be viewed as the 
*' coaftrudion meant to be given to any articles in 
*' the treaty, or as contrary to and an infraction of- 
" the true meaning and Ipirit thereof, the riou*e 
" cannot but regard it as incumbent on them, in 
** fidelity to the truft repoled in them, to forbear, 
" under iuch circunTllances, taking at prefcnt any 
" acSive raeafurcs oh the l'ubje(5l : tliercforc, Refolvcd, 
*' tluii under the drcttmjiances afonfuid, and "with fuck 
' * inforiHiition as the Houfe poJJ'efs, it is nat expedient^ 
•' at this time, to concur in pajjing the Itfjus necejfuy 
' * far earrying the faid treaty into effeH." 

Remarks. — The preamble to this refolution holds 
out as an excufe fur withholding the fupplies, that 
the lloufe is not in pojeffion of any information to jujiify 
the great fdcrifces contained in the treaty. Wliat in- 
formation could poilibly render thoie facrifices Ids 

than 
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than they are ? How could the communication of the 
corrcfpoiidetice between the Prefident and Mr. Jay 
alter the natnre of facrifices contained in the treaty 
itfelf ? If an infradion of this treaty fhould take 
place on the part of Great Britain, to what ihould 
we appeal ? To the treaty itfelf, and not to the 
notes and converfations employed in the negotiation. 
The inftrument ittelf is good or bad, and contains 
in itfclf full proofs of either ; and if the Houfe have 
a right to decide on its merits, why not do it boldly ? 
why not tcorn this miferable fubterfuge ? 

" But," fays the preamble, *' when they contera- 
*' plate the conduit of Great Britain fince the treaty 
" was figned, &e." Now, allowing all the falfe- 
hoods whicU have been circulated concerning im- 
prefl'ments and leizures, to be undeniable truths, 
and that they are all contrary to the rights of neu- 
tral nations, w hat have they to do wit h laws necef- 
fary to carry the treaty into efFeft, or how can the 
papers of negotiation render them more or lefs in- 
jurious ? If they are contrary to the rights of neu- 
tral nations or to the letter of the treaty, no papers 
whatever can jutHfy them ; if they are not, no papers 
can render them unjuflifiable. 

One fentence in this preamble is Angularly unfor- 
tunate : ^'Jifice the treaty was ^pied." Obferve here 
well, that an objection to giving the treaty its final 
ratification is founded on fomething that Great Bri- 
tain has done as an infradion of it. The Gentlemen 
have fairly tumbled into their own pit. According 
to the refolution of Mr. Blount, now on the journals 
of theHoufe, the treaty is not a law of this laud ; it 
is not in force ; it isftot yet a treaty, and confequcnt- 
ly the Britifh can be guilty of no infraction. Do thq 
Oppofition with that this intlrument fhould be obli- 
gatory on Great Britain, from the moment of the 
ligning^ of the ratifications as they now Hand, and 
that it fliould not even yet be obligatory on thefe 

X 2 States? 
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States ? They may, probably, find powers to treat 
with them on this footing ; a King of fcalpers, the 
liTc Kings of France (barber Tom and his com- 
tades four% or a degenerate fcionof the Aump of the 
Bourbons, may, perhaps, do it ; but the King of 
Great Britain never will. 

After thete remarks on this hypocritical and abfurd 
preamble, I fhall endeavour to point out the fatal 
conrequcnces that the adoption of therefolation mufl: 
be attended with, taking previoufly a view of the 
caufes which have led to tne prefent oppodtion. If, 
in doing this, 1 make ufe of an undifgaifed lan- 
guage, which, notwithftanding the boafted liberty 
of the prefs, is little caflomary in thefe States, I hope 
my liege lords, the fovercign citizens, will not take 
• onence, as I declare upon my honour, that my mo- 
tive, and my only motive, is, to perfuade them to 
live in peace with the only power on earth that is 
capable of doing them an injury in war. 

Among the caufes of the oppolilion to the treaty,, 
the flipulation for an honourable difcharge of the 
debts due from the fouthern States (J'lrgma in par- 
ticular) to the merchants of Great Britain certainly 
claims the firft place. Thefe debts, due before the 
American war, were, according to the treaty of 

Eace, to be honooraWy difcharged ; or, at leaft, no 
w was to be paflcd, or to remain in force, which 
might operate as an impediment to tlicir recovery. 
Here is the article of the treaty: *' j4rt. IV. It is 
" agreed, that creditors on either ^\6& Jhall meet with 
•** m Jawfiil impediment to the recavcry of the full 
•' value, in Aerling money, of aU bona fide debts 
•* heretofore contra^led." 

Notwithftanding this, in defiance of the General 
'Government, and ri^rdlefs of the national faith, 
thusfolemnly pledge^ the State of Virginia in par- 
ticular has enaded, oir kept in force, fuch laws as 
are an in^dioient to-the recorcry of theie debts. In 

confequcnce 
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confequence of this violation of the treaty of peace, 
and as a protecHon due from Great Britain to her 
merchants, flie kept pofleflion of the weftern pofts, 
in order to oblige the United States to a fulfilment 
of their engagements. The dehior State or States 
have continued their difhonourable laws in force to 
this day ; and for this reafon it is, tliat to this day 
Great Britain keeps the forts in her pofleffion. 

When a new treaty between the two nations was 
to be made, the relinquiihmeut of the pofts was the 
firft obje£t on the part of Great Britain, and accord- 
ingly the treaty fets out with a flipnlation for their 
being given up on the \Ji day of June 1796, five 
weeks from this day. But on the other hand, the 
United States ftipulate to pay, or caufe to be paid, 
the above-mentioned debts, the recovery of which 
has been hitherto unjuftly iqipcded, by a6i:s which 
the Virginians have the impudence to dignify with 
the name of laws. 

It was not to be fuppofcd that Virginia would not 
oppofe this arrangement. Both her Senators fiepped 
forward againlt the treaty. One of them, Mr, Mafon, 
divulged its contents prematurely. It was printed 
without the permiflion of the executive power ; 
agents were difpatched with it to every part of the 
Union, with inflrudlions to mil'reprelentits meaning, 
and to ftir up fuch an oppolition as might deter the 
Prefident frotn a ratification. The following adver- 
tiiiemcnt will fully fiiow the temper of that State at 
the time. 

" Richmotid (Capilal of f^sfginia). 

' ' Notice is hereby given, 

*' That in cafe the treaty entered into by that d — I 

*' arch traitor J — a J — y with ttie Brifijh Tynmi 

fiiould be ratified, a petition will be prcfented to 

the next general Aflembly of Virginia at their 

next feffion, praying that the faid State may re-- 

** cede from (he Uiiiorif and be left under the govern-^ 
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ment and protc(5Vion of one hundred thousand 
free and independent Virginians. 
" P. S. As it is the wifh of the people of the faid 
State to enter into a treaty of amity, commerce, and 
navigatioHf with any other State or States of the 
prefent Union, who are averfe to returning again 
*' under the galhng yoke of Great Britain, the 
" Printers of the (at prefent) United States are re- 
** qucfted to pubhfli the above notification." 
** Richmond J July 30M, *795' 
T muft beg to be excufed for ftepping afide front 
my fubjeft a minLitc, in order to make a few obfer- 
vations of a more general nature, on the conduct of 
this turbulent, and I may fay rebellious State. One 
of her Reprefentatives in Congrefs, Mr. Giles, (aid, 
•' that he hoped Virginia would purfue uniformly 
•' the line of condu^ that had ever marked her po* 
*' litical chara£ler. Her conduct, he obierved, had 
" been uniform from the beginning of the revolu- 
** tion to the prefent day ; uniform and exemplary 
*' in her obedience to the laws, &c. He prided him- 
" felf in reprefenting fuch a State." About a twen- 
tieth part of fuch a State the Gentleman meant, with- 
out doubt ; that is, if he did not for the moment 
mean to give up his title of " immediute Reprefent-. 
« ative." 

Indeed, as Mr, Giles obferved, thecondudt of his 
State has been uniform, if 3 continual difafletSlion 
to the Government of the United States, fometimes 
concealed under the mafk of hypocrily and bafe 
crawling flattery, and fometimes breaking out in 
open oppofition ; if this be a uniform cpndqit, her 
condudl has been uniform. The reader muft have 
remarked the words " Brttijk Tyrant," in the above 
advertifemcnt, and he mud alfo know that to abufc 
and vilify (hat Monarch is the favourite thenae of Vir- 
ginians. Now to give him a pretty correct idea pf 
the uniformity of their political condq(5tj, I ftiall here 

infert 



APRIL,' 1796. 343 

jnfert an dttratSl from the American Magazine for 
September, 1769 ; " We your Majefty's nmfl loyal, 
" duiifnli and iiffeBmmte JuhjeBs^ of your Majelly's 
" ancient colony of Virginia, beg leave in thci 
" humbhfi manner to afTiire your Majefty, that vourl 
" faitlifal fubjexiis of this colony, ever diflingni'ftiedJ 
*' by their loj*alty, and firm att>jchment to your' 
" Majefiy and your royal anceftors, &c. Sec. ' We^ 
** are ready tofacrifice our lives and for tunes in defence 
" of your Majefty'sytrrrifJ perfon ^nd Government." 
" It is with the dcepefi: concern and moft heart-feU^ 
" JT/V/ that your Majefty's dutiful fubjefls of tbial 
" colony find that their loyalty hath been iraduced,* 
" and that thofe meafures which a juft regard for; 
" the Britt/h Conflilution (dearer to them than life) \ 
*' made ncceffary duties, have been mifreprefented' 
" as rebellious attacks on your MajetVy's Govern- ' 
" ment. — After expreffing our confidence in your 
" royal wifdom and goodnefs, permit us to affureJ 
" your Majefty, that the moil fervent prayers ot* 
" your people of this colony are daUy addrejfed to the 
" Almighty, that your Majcfly's reign may be long 
*' and profperous over Great Britain and all your 
*' dominions ; and that, after death, your Majefty 
** may tafle the fuHeft fruition of eternal blifs, and 
" that a defcendant of your illufirioiis Houfe may 
" reign over the extended Britifh empire until time 
*• ^mll be no more." — Amen ! 

The man whofe farred perfon ihey were ready to 
facrlficc life and fortune in defence of, is now called 
the " Britljj Tyrant;" and " the Britijh Conflitution^ 
*' dearer to them than lifgy" is now " the galling 
*' yoke of Great Britain ,'" Poor bankrn pt devils ! the 
King of Great Britain flands in no need of their lives 
and fortunes, nor of their prayers daily addretfed to 
the Almighty. Neither do their curies affedl him a 
bit more than thofe of the French atheifls. I dare 
fay^ if the truth were known, that he docs not think 

z 4 halt 
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half fo much about the "ancient and dutiful and, 
*' loyal and pious Slate of Virginia" as be does about-5 
the kennel of his flag- hounds. 

Another trait of the uniformity of conduifl in thiai 
State is exhibited in her behaviour to the Prefident* 
of the United States. After his eletftton, he received" 
the firft addrefs from the Virginians- I can fay no- 
thing better nor worfe of this addrefs, than that it'j 
was full as dutiful, afFeftionatc, and fincere, as the"] 
addrefs to the King. Let any man compare that ad-"! 
drcfs with the infults that this infolent State, and hci 
members in Congrcfs, have heaped on the Preiident] 
during the lafi nine months, and then doubt of the^ 
■uniformity of the conduct of Virginia if he can. 

But Mr. Giles fays, " Virginia has been uniform'! 
" and exeraplary in lier obedience to the laws." In 
fhall mention but two inftances of this. The firft*4 
is, her having abfolutely difobeyed the treaty of 
peace, by raakingj or keeping in force, afls which 
have hitherto prevented the fulfilment of that treaty, 
and which had nearly plunged the Union into a war.-d 
' The fecond Inftance is, her having attempted, during*! 
this very feffion of Congrefs, to raife up an oppotl-| 
lion to the Government in ever)' State in the Unions 
and even to dellroy the Conilitution. If thefe in-»| 
fiances of her " obedience to the laws" were not fuf-1 
ficient, one might add her initruiiions to all her Re^ 
prefentatives to oppofe the execution of the Britifh 
treaty, " a fupreme law of the land." Such arc the 
proofs which Mr. Giles might have cited of het 
'* uniform and exemplary obedience to tlie laws." 

Mr. Giles may " pride himjclf in being a Repre- 
" Tentative from fuch a State ;" but I believe that 
few men who do not adore " the voice of the 
" people," will envy him his poft. 

Who did not expect that every member from this 
State would do his utmoll to fct the treaty afide ? 
The final determination of the Houfe of Reprcfent- 

ative^ 
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allves is not yet known ; but I do not fcruple to 
declare all thole enemies of the treaty, who voted in 
favour of Mr. Blount's refolution ; and it is well 
known that every member from Virginfa is iucludf-d 
in that number. Had the treaty been oppofed from 
any other motive than the one I contend for, furely 
out of eighteen members, fomc one would have been 
found not included in the Oppolition. 

If there are any particular members among thole 
now leagued againft the Conltitution, who claim the 
guilty pre-eminence, it mull be thofe who are actu- 
ated by this felfifh, this difgraceful motive. It is a 
truth, and a truth that will be a latliog iHgma on 
the American charaiter, that if this treaty be ren- 
dered null, it will be for no other reafon than he- 
caufe it engages far a dtfcharge of juji debts, on tlicpart 
of Americans, 

I am far from wllhing to infinuate, that there arc 
no honourable exceptions to be found among the 
people of Virginia j a recent attempt in their Icgif- 
lature to fubjei^l lands to feizure for the payment of 
debts, is a full proof that fuch exceptions do exift: 
but in fpeaking of a State, we mutt fpeak of it as 
one ; our opinions muft be founded on the mcafurcs 
it adopts, whether fuch inealVircs may be the eticcl 
of the unanimous voice of the people, or not. In 
like manner foreign nations muft judge of the United 
States. If they fail in the fulfiimcnt of their en- 
gagements, if the fwindling propolitions for annul- 
ling the treaty fhould finally fucceed, foreign na- 
tions will pronounce on the meafurc itfL:h', without 
paying any attention to our internal difputes and 
divifions. The minority will be lumped with the 
majority ; the evcrlafting fiain will imprint ilfclf on 
the whole American people, not excepting the hi- 
therto fpotlefs charaSer of a Wafhington. 

French influence is another fource of oppofilion 
to the treaty. Thofe who have read Mr. Randolph's 

Vindication, 
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Vindication, as it was ironically called, have feeij > 

how narrowly the Prcfident efcaped from the plots ' 

of that Gentleman ; what overtures were made to* 

the French Minifter for '• fomethoufands of dollars. 

They will lee how that '* pretended patriot" laboured 

to protraft the ratification ; how well his plans were 

laid for embroiling this country with Great Britain, 

and how all his meafurcs were taken for fubje£ting 

the Government of this country to France. I do 

►not fay that any of the members who now oppole 

ktbe Government and the treaty, are abfolutely in the 

Ipay of the five Kings ; but after reviewing the infi- 

[Siotis conduft of the Secretary of State, after having 

duly confidered the rank of the perfons on whofe 

[behalf, as well as his own, certain overtures were 

Linade ; after having feen fomp of the men now in 

Congrefs, particularly an incmijijleni leader^ named 

as a confidential friend of Cil'tzen Fatichei^ I mull 

I fee cxcufed if I have my doubts. Doubts I fhall 

[Jiave till I fee thofe who nowoppofe the treaty, cealc 

{iheir eulogiums, their fulfome and naufeous eulo- 

giuros of a people, who, in their prefent ftate, are 

not entitled even to pity. 

What influence the French have had among the 
multitude will appear from two circujnftances fl 
could mention a thoufand) frefh in every one's mind. 
At the town-meeting at New -York, called to coui- 
dcmn the treaty, the people march9d under the ban- 
ners of France and America. Thefe flags were 
carried at the head of the vile and infolent procetiion 
that proceeded to the Governor's houfe, and there 
burnt the treaty. The other faft is of flill more re- 
cent date, and flill more ftriking. The peti- 
tion, faid to be figned by fifteen hundred cUi%tns 
of Philadelphia, againft the treaty, and now 
before the Houfe, was carried round for fignaturc 
by a Frenchman. The chairman of the meeting was 
plfo a Frenchman ; nor ami fure that it was not ori- 
ginally 
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^^inally drawn up in the French Imigmge. 
what the people of England, or, indeed, of any in- 
dependent nation, would fay to a foreigner, who 
fhouM carry round lor their ilgnature a petition 
ngainft the execution of a " law of the land ;" a 
foJemn contra £t entered into between them and an- 
other nation ? There is a certain point of debale- 
ment, below which no nation can fink : whether 
this be that point, or not, I will not at prefent take 
upon me to lay : God only knows what he has yet 
in relerve for us. 

lam aware, it will be faid here, that, though 
the chairman, under whofe authority and dire(?tiori 
this petition was drawn up, was a Frejichman, yet it 
was prefented to iheHoufeby an EngUJhman, or, to 
fpeak more correftly, an Iwrnuncw, born in Eng- 
land. But let it be recolledled that this homunch 
has, finoe the beginning of the prefent war, been 
a moft defperate fupporter of the caufe of the 
French ; that he trades to France, and to France 
principally, and that the whole of his political ca- 
reer juflifies the name of Englljh Jacobin, 

The reader, from what has been faid of this dimi- 
nutive mortal, will at once perceive that I am fpeak- 
ingof M'. Smamvki, one of the auguft Reprefenta^ 
tives of the city of Philadelphia. I have been told 
that this gentleman has taken upon him to pronounce 
me a hired Rnglt^fcribbler. I will not tell this omic- 
ciuolo (for the Italian diminutive fuits him beft on 
pvcry account) what I am ; but I will tell him what I 
am not. 1 am not deftended from the dregs of the 
King of Great Britain's Cuftom-houlc; I was never 
fed from the fcraps of his Majefty's bounty, colletfted 
by au honell Ipy, called a Tkle-zvaih-r. I never 
fnapped at the hand that gave rae bread, and nou- 
riihicd the fl reams from which I drew my life. I 
am the bafe and cringing flatterer of no man, much 
Jcfs of the men I defpite. I never wrote to England 



348 



POLITICAL CENSOR, No. lit. 



an cnuraeratlon of my t'tlles, outnumbering thofe of 
a Spanilli Hidalgo, and conrluding with, " the Pre- 
*' fident of the Emigration Society, Treafurer of the ' 
•• Dancing AfTcmbly, and 'iVuilce of the Young | 
*• Ladies School." At the age of thirty-eight, in 
the prime of life, I never decorated my bed-cham- 
ber with lafcivious pi£liircs, Leda and her Sivan, and' 
fuch-likc ftimulufes. One vv]io is obliged to have 
rerourfe to thefe mifcrable Ibiftsis unworthy even of j 
the name omimwih. 

After having thus candidly given an account of j 
myfelf, let rae alk you, Mr. Swumvici, a cjiicflion 
pr two. How came you to imagine yourlelf bletrcd 
[ivith the auradh'ma ? How came you to imagine that 
[the Mufes^ who are of the female fcx, had ever call a 
favourable eye on you ? Befidee, if you muft com- 
mit your mifcrable doggret to paper, why fend it to 
England for impreffion ? Why take fuch incredible [ 
pains to cnfure its appearance in an Englifh Maga- 
fgine ? Why did you not fend it to your new coun- j 
[try France ? Can it be poffible that you yet wifh to 
pihine among the countrymen of your anccftors ? I 
[■will wear the fbine ofT you, as lure as you and I live, 
rAs to the piece 1 here allude to, I have not room at 
iprefent to lay it before my readers ; but I will juft 
h^fk, how you came to difcover that earth is to he-* 
rfome the prototype of heaven — 

"So dial] the year to harm mi y be given, 
" And earth ht fiimd l!?e frBtot-^pe nf keaven" 

Let the year be given to harmony as much as you ' 
l^jpleafe, let all your veflals to chanting, and rock us 

to fleep with your own canzoms, yet 1 prcfume it wiH I 
tjiever be found tbat earth is the. prolo type of heaven ; 

the prototype of Ibmething that cxified ^f/bre i/, aneij 
j which it is to rejtmbh. As foon as there is a vacancy I 
Mn your young Ladies academy, I advife you to fi^j 
mt yourfelf, and to let poetry and politics aloae. 1 

* 4 It' 
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It is juit matter of furprife that tliis G^entleman 
fhould be eleflcd the Reprefentative of Uich a city 
as Piiiladelphia. Tlie arts by wtiich his elcdlion 
was brouglit about I referve as the fubjeft of ap ar- 
ticle in a future Cenfor. I have heard of a fturdy 
young Lord in England, who got himfelf elected 
through the intereft of the wives and daughters of 
hi? conflituejits ; Mr. Swanwick. will never be fuf- 
pedted of this kind of cfjiruption ; but whether he 
tinght to be fufpedled of no other kind, is more than 
I will pretend to determine. Grog is cheap, and its 
influence is mighty. 

After this long and rambling digreffion, I return 
to the fubjefl ot French influence ; and I am per- 
fuaded that the reader muft agree with me, that, after 
the Virginia debts, it has been the principal caufe of 
oppofition to the Britifh treaty. 

However, It niuft be confcfled that thele caufes> 
powerful as they have been, would have produced 
but a partial effeft, had they not been aided by the 
deluiion of the great body of the people with rclpetH: 
to the lituation of Great Britain. The rancour they 
entertained againft that nation laid them opep to the 
fahchoods which the friends of France, among whom 
we may reckon nearly all the news-printers, fo in- 
duftrioufly fpread through the country. A hundred 
times Great Britain has been reprcfcnted as on the 
brink of ruin. The Editor of the Philadelphia Ga- 
zette opened the new year, 1795, with congratulat- 
ing his cuftomers on the liability and vigour of the 
Federal Government, while tliat of Great Britain 
was juft crumbling to pieces. In the fame paper, he 
called the ifland of Britain " nn iufitlai Bujfile.*' — 
When intelligence was received of the progrel's the 
French were making in Holland, the papers an- 
nounced it as an event that muft neceflarily be the 
immediate caufe of the total overthrow of the BritiOi 
nation. " The taking of Amfterdara," faid the pa- 
pers. 
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pers, 
Bets were 



" is the laft blow to the power of Bvitam. 
laid that Great Britain would become ani 
appendage of the French Republic ; and more than 
once were we informed by the public papers, that 
the tri-coloured flag was flying on St. James's 
palace. 

Grofs as theie impofitions were, they were greedily 

(wallowed by the people, nine tenths of whom be- 

llieved every atreition of the kind that was made. 

I Wen arc apt to believe what they wifh ; it is hard to 

convince them, that thofe whom they hate are ob- 

'jeSs of envy and refpctSl. Such was the general 

opinion of the diftrelTes arid wcakoefs of Great Bri- 

taiii, and fuch tiieperfualion thatiier fituation would 

oblige her to yield to any thing that Mr. Jay fliould 

diiState, that when intelligence was received of the 

conclulion of the treaty, Pichegru was toafled as the 

negoUaior. 

A circumllance like this, though defpicable in it- 
felf, proves that an opinion was entertained that his 
Britannic Majcfiy had hf:cn forced by the fucceflcs of 
the French, to accept of fuch terms as Mr. Jay chofe 
to offer ; and, of courfe, a treaty was expefted, at 
once humiliating to Great Britain, and honourable 
as well as advantageous to the United States. No- 
thing equal to thefe lofty expe<5lations was to be found 
in the treaty. It was a difappointment ; and difap- 
pointment ever difpofesmcn to difcontent. In vain 
were the people told that ihcy liad been deceived 
with rcfpcft to the flate of Great Britain : in vain 
was it hinted to them, that the would finally be fuc- 
cefsful in the war : their hatred and the continued 
chain of falfehood running through the public papers, 
had rendered thera deaf to the voice of reafon and of 
truth. The fouthern debtors and French emifla- 
ries took advantage of this prevalent delulion, and 
tbe oppofition became almoll univerlal. 
There were not wanting men of talents to add 

fuel 
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fuel to the fiarae ; nor were there wanting others, 
aduatcd by a linccre love of their country, who en- 
deavoured to counteract fuch baleful efforts. It is 
certainly owing to the writings of tliefe Gentlemen, 
that the people have latterly begun to form a rigtit 
judgment of this important treaty, and to rally round 
that Government on which their very exigence as an 
independent nation depends. Tlie Judges too, in 
the middle and northern States, have exerted a laud- 
able zeal ; tome of the public papers have flood 
forth in the caufe of order and truth ; and there 
is not the lea ft doubt that the treaty would have met 
with no oppoiition in the Houfe of Reprel'entatives, 
had not the members been chofcn while the public 
mind was at the height of its fermentation. This 
was unfortunately the cafe ; treaty and no treaty , were 
the fignalsat the eledllons; and as the oppofers were 
the moft numcrouSi fo are the members of the Qp- 
pofition. 

Thus is this oppoiition bottomed on dijhmefi^y 
cQrruptmiy or ignorance, and probably on all three 
together. That it may be fruflrated, is my lincere 
wifh ; and that it will, I have not the leaft doubt. I 
cannot bring myfelf to imagine that the people of 
this country will tamely falFer themfelves to be hurled 
from the pinnacle of national profperity, into the 
horrid abyts of foreign and civil war, of anarch)*, 
requiiitions, and malTacre, by a band of interefled 
and defperate leaders, who have nothing to lofe but 
the pofts which their too credulous con flit ucnts have 
beftowed on them. I have not the leaft doubt that 
the nefarious confpiratlon will be finally rendered 
abortive, and that the French gold, now in circula- 
tion, will be as inefFedtualas that formerly diftriliutcd 
among the •' pretended patriots of America j" l>ut 
while there is a poffibility of the contrary, the atten- 
tion of the people ought to be directed te the dan- 
gers that await them, 

I fliall 
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r lliall point out thefe dangers as they prcfeot tbem- 
felves to me : if the reader lliould think them ima- 
ginary, he may do well to treat them like other ef- 
Ibrts of imagination ; but if he has the leaft reafon 
to think them real, it is certainly his duty to en- 
deavour to avert them by every exertion in his 
power. 

The firH thing that prefents itftlf among the con- 
fequences of annulling the treaty is, the dttt-ntion 
of the weftern polls by the Britifh. The not pof- 
fcfling of thcfc pofts has latterly cofl: the people of 
this country' about a million of dollars annuaUy, be- 
fides the lofs of lives, bcfides defeats and continual 
difcontents. The pofTeflion of them muft then be a 
defirable objefl. But, fay the enemies of the treaty, 
they ought to have been given up long ago, uncon- 
ditionally. I have proved the contrary, and I could 
repeat my proofs, but this is now totally out of the 
queilion : wc know they were not given up, that 
they are not yet given up, and we may be atrured 
that they will not be given up, unlefa the prefent 
treaty is carried into effcA. 

But it is faid that the Britifh are bound by the 
treaty to give up the pofts on the firft of June, and 
that they ought to fulfil this part of (heir engage- 
ments without paying any attention to what is doing 
in Congrefs ; that they have no buiincis with our in- 
ternal dlfputes, the treaty being the only rule for 
their condu(5l ; and, with this do<Srine in hand, it is 
fuppofcd that tome members of the Houte of Rc- 
prcfentatives mean to delay their decifion on thefub- 
jeft till after the firft of June; and if the pofla are 
not evacuated at that time, to accufe the Britiih of 
annulling the treaty. To this I anfwer, that I am 
|, fully perfuaded that the Governor of Canada will 
retain the pofls, till the treaty has been fandiionect 
by an appropriation law ; and that I am fully con- 
vinced he would he juftitied in fo doing. This 

nation 
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nation formed a certain Confii^utioii, or manner of 
government, wliich they promulgated to the world; 
in this Confiitution it is faid, that treaties, made 
and ratified by the Prefident and Senate, Jhall be 
ftipreme latn'S of the land, Pcrtuaded that the nation 
would abide by this its folcmn declaration, leveral 
powers made treaties witli the Prefident and Senate, 
and among others, Gtcat Britain; but befort; the 
time for fulfilling a certain ftipulalion in the treaty 
with Great Britain is arrived, it becomes matter of 
doubt, whether this treaty be valid or not ; or rather, 
one branch of the American Government declares 
it invalid, by a rcfolution entered on its jour- 
nals. Under fuch circumllauccs, will common 
reafon or common fenfe deny, that the Britifh 
Would be juftifiable in refufing to fulfil their part 
of the Stipulations ? 

X have faid, that Mr. Blount's refolution declares 
the treaty invalid. The word invalid is not made 
ufe of, but we iball foon fee that the refolution goes 
to the full length. The Houfe, by adopting rt, 
have formally and explicitly declared, that a treaty 
including commercial regulations, is not binding 
on the United States, till fantlioned by the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives. The prefent treaty includes 
commercial regulations, and therefore is not binding 
on the United Stales. The Houfe have alfo declared 
in this rdblution, that treaties including commercial 
regulations require the fandlion of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives before they can be efietlual; or, in 
other words, that the ratification of the Prefident 
and Senate is not fufficient to givejiich treaties their 
full and entire effeh. The prelent treaty was, then, 
coQcluded and ratified by perfous not fully em- 
powered fo to do. 

Now, the firft principles, touching treaties, arc ; 
that, to be valid, ths parties mitft have full pmver 
i9 conclude, ratify, an^ carry into effeff; and that 
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the covenant muli be equally bhtJftig and obligaiory . 
on both parties. I'iic Houle of Reprefcntatives have 
declared, that the prefent treaty (ails in both thefe 
points ; (hey det lure it invalid, and the Britifli will 
certainly be permitted to believe them. Upon this 
ground it is, that, fliould the Governor of Canada 
dehver the polls, before the Houfe has fandtioned 
the treaty, he would delerveJo lofe his head. 

I will juft flop here to obfcrve, that I dare fay 
it never entered into the heads of llie wife Oppofi- 
tion, that Billy Pitt may, perhaps, play them a- 
trick. Suppofe he could gull the five fans-culotte 
Kings with Canada, in exchange for St. Doraingo ? 
the pofis would go into the bargain, of courlc, and 
then we fhould have to difpute with our own dear 
kindred republicans for them. Take care, Gentle- 
men ; now or never is the time to have thenij take 
my word for it. 

The treaty being invalid, all the other ftipulations 
as well as that refpedting the pofts, will afluredly re- 
main unfulfilled. The revifal of the toutences given 
in the courts of vice-admiralty, and the appoint- ' 
ment of coramiflioners for examining appeals, &c. 
will not take place ; the conlequcnce of which will 
be, the merchants of this country will lofe about, 
five or lix millions of dollars. Indeed, Mr. Living- 
fton, with a view of iilencing thefe people, has 
brought forward a refolution for paying thefe few 
millions out of the treafury of the United States. 
All the difference in this cale will be, that the lots 
will be divided among us all j the hardworking pea- 
sant and mechanic will be obliged to contribute to- 
wards an indemnification for a lofs incurred by ad- 
venturers and fpcculators. 

Things will remain, then, with refpe£l to Great • 
Britain, juft as I hey were before Mr. jay went to 
England; we mull, therefore, bring ourlel yes back, 
to that epoch, and fet out afrefh. 

The 
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The fame alternative prefents itfelf: a negofiatioa 
or war. The Prefident would prefer a negotiation ;^ 
but can any one fuppofe that he will ever enter 
into another ? I ihall, however, for a moment, ad-. 
mit this to be poffible. I fhall fuppofe him content, 
to give up his adherence to the Conftitution, to re- 
ceive his inflru6tions from the Houfe of Reprefent«l 
atives, and to order his Envoy to confine himfel£| 
^vithin the bounds traced out by that Houfe. I fhall < 
fuppofe the Envoy arrived at the Court of St, 
James's ; and, that all may be of a piece, I fhall 
fuppofe this Envoy to be the immaculate Mr. Galla- \ 
fin. If this refpettable perfonage fhould be admit-* 
ted to an interview with Lord Greoville, of which [. 
much doubt, the following dialogue would very 
probably take place. 

Lard GrenvUle. Your mofl, obedient, Sir. What, 
may have procured us the honour of this Extraor- 
dinary Envoy from our very good friends the 
United States ? 

Mr. Gallatin. Vy, me Lort, de Citizens Sovereigns ' 
of my country dit fend me to make a treaty vit 
you's King. 

Lord Grenvilk (afide). I wonder where the devil 
his country is ? — Sir, I fear here is fome miftake. 
Pray, Sir, permit me to aJkj of what country you are 
a citizen ? 

Mr. Gallatin, I am porn Citizen of Gme'ua. but — 

Lord Grenvilk (iriferrupting him). But now you • 
are a Citizen of France, I fuppofe. It is my duty 
to inform you. Sir, that the King my mafter au- 
thorizes me to open no negotiation with any per- 
fon a<5Hng under the direction of regicides and 
common ftabbers. Here ! Tom ! fhow this Citizen 
down flairs ; and, do you hear ! dmt let him come 
behind yau, 

Tom (taking the Envoy by the fhoulder). Come, 
come, go along, go along, my good fellow. J 

A A 2 * Monder 
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wonder where t!ie flupid porter was, that tbi3 ill- 
looking fellow got up ftairs, 

Mr Gallatin (refitting). But, me IjOrt, hear rnff] 
Ton vort. Though I vas porn Citizen Geuevefe, 
am now Citizen American*; ant I am tended tc 
you's King py me Sovereigns, to make a treaty vit4 
him. Here, me Lort, are me credentials (pulling 
out papers). 

LordGfenvilh, But, Sir, previous to exaraininff^ 
your paperF, may 1 beg to be iriformcd, liow it corneal 
to pals, that the Americans fhould choole for theJ 
Reprcfentalivr of their nation, or for a ReprefentcpA 
five of atijf kiiui, a foreigner, and a foreigner too] 
"whofe looks are not calculated to produce a prcpof-i 
Icifion in his favour ? 

A/r. GaUalhi, Bella di fuori, e dcntro ha la 



inagagna. 



Lord Grenvilh. A proverb ill applied, Sir ; for 
I believe that your infide is as bad as your outfidcj 
I do not believe that that infurrcttion face of youi 
belies your heart. 

Mr, Gallaiin. Infurretftion \ me Lorf ! vj' it is 
de very firfl' article in de Rights of Man. I ha vol 
made von infurreclion in de mountains of Pennlyt-. 
vene, dat is vy I am Reprelentative. 

Lord GremsUle, Upon my word it is a curiou^J 
qualification. But let me caution you, Sir, unlefi 
you have a mind to take a trip to Botany Bayj not 



* Mi-.GallatiA has, I am told, founded a new town in the Whilkj 
conntry, which he has nnmed Ncvj Geneva. A fellow tranfpon 
ed, fome years ago, to a certain State not frs; from the Potomac^ 
chriflened his cabin, Nc-w Ncw'atf, It was, I prefume, in imita- 
tion of this worthy emigrant, that our Italian g;we the name of hi^ 
little native mumdpui jaii to an Ameriean taw lu I would advife 
him to ■fufftr none but imported Savoyards (in Frencii lynony- 
mous with c/jimney-f'wi'cps) to fettle In it ; and, (hen, as the fay^* 
iitg is, he will have a Little hell of his own, 
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atfcmpt to exerclle this ariicle of your dcclaratioa 
of rights ill this country, Your papers, Sir, if yon 
pleafe. 

Ml. Gallatin. Dcre de are, me Lort, in de Tcri- 
table revolutionary ftylc. 

Lord GrenviUe (readiog), " produced grfiat 

*• difputes and divijions has been declared in- 

*' valid— — will not f^raut the lums — into ciFcit — 

-hopes that the rnag- 
— wuh to preierve 



" chano-ed tlie Conflitution — 
•* nanimity of his Majefty- 
*' peace and good underftanding." 

Mr. GaUiU'm. Yes, me Lort, vee vifTies to lif in 
£e peas and goot undcrllanding. 

Lord GrenvlUe. And fo. Sir, you have chabged 
your Conftitution^ and thts is to render the Treaty in- 
valid on your part, but uot on ours. What Ibit of 
\vork is this ? 

Mr. GuUatin. Vec Citizens call dis " ^oUikal 
*' fm" me Lort. 

Lard Grewutlh, It is a fin, I believe, my friend, 
yon wili have to expiate yonrfclves. Our a-igjft 
Monarch will, undoubtedly, thank you for the high 
opinion you entertain of his magna niraity ; but I 
atn afraid you deceive yourlelvcs, if yoj imagine he 
will live in peace and good undcrllandiug with you 
upon your terms. As to a new treaty, we can make 
none with you; for, as a changt; in yourConflituiion 
has rendered one invalid, another ehunge may ren- 
der another invalid ; and fo, Sir, I heartily wilh you 
a fafe return over the Atlantic. 

Mr. GaUat'm, But, me Lort, hear me von oder 
vort. 

Lord Grenvllk. Not one, upon my honour; I 
have heard you too long already. Be tides, we are 
i)ufy here fettling the affairs of your friends the 
French. After that'3 done you may h'ar from us. — 
Tom, conduct the Citizen into the llRct. 

Lord GrcnvHh (Jolus). Can it be poililMf^ that the 
A A 3 Americans 
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Americans arc Co poor in talents, fo debafed in prin- 
ciple, as to intrufl their public affairs to an European 
adventurer, the leader of an iufurreftion ? Can t^efe 
people be fo degenerated ? I bkifh to think them the 
offspring of Britons. BletTcd for ever be the laws 
of Old England, that exclude all foreigners from 
public offices. Thefe wretches are now tearing the 
Government of America to pieces, as the fublle and 
intriguing Necker did that of France. They join- 
therafcives to the refllefs rabble of every country, 
flatter their patHons and prejudices, make war upon 
the rich, divide the fpoil, and then retire to their, 
own country to devour it. 

I do not pretend to fay, that the interview would 
be condudted exaftly thus ; but I am ccrtam as to 
its rcfult. I am certain that every offer to treat 
would be rejected with difdain. War then muft be 
reforted to ; not that war is the neceflary conte- 
qucnce of the violation of a treaty ; but with the 
accumulated load of griefs and infults on both lides,^ 
and the irreconcilable hatred exiliing in this coun- i 
try againil Great Britain, it is morally inipoflible to j 
preferve peace. 

m The Preiident and Senate are oppofed to war ; 

. tliey know v/ell its confcqucnccs to this country 
hut who can tell what the Frefident of nex.t year 
may be ? Can any man poliibly hope, that General 
Wafhington vifill fufTer himlclf to be degraded by 
remaining the pageant, the mere tool of a faithlcts 
and profligate fadlion ? The reputation he has gain- 
ed it is not in the power of hell to wreft from him ; 
hitherto be has been fnffered to keep in the path of 
honour; but one fin gle flep in the direction he ia 
now required to tread, and his renown is blafted ftir. 
ever. No ; if this treaty does not go into effect, it 
cannot be expedled, it cannot be lioped, that h 
will again accept the pott of Preiident. Nor will 
any other man accept of it, who is attached to thej 

prefen<j 
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'prefent Conflitiition. Some more pliant mortal inuft 
ihen be found ; fome proftituted friend of France, 
ready to facrifice the intereils of this country to the 
wild and bloody principles of the Convention, With 
fuch a Prelident, and with fuch a majority in the 
Houfe of Reprefenfativcsj war with Britain would 
be inevitable. 

War is at all times and to all countries dreadful 
in its efFefls, but to no country and at no time was 
it ever fo dreadful as it would now be to America, 
This is not a warlike nation, nor has this nation a 
warlike Government. In a war with any nation 
whatever, this country can gain nothing, and in a 
war with Great Britain it has every thing to lofe. 

When affertions like thefe are advanced, the ad- 
vocates for war turn, with imaginary triumph, to the 
rcfult of the laft war. They tell us, that America 
was viftorious, and that the country is now mucli 
more populous and rich than it was then. 

In the firfl: place, what did this country _f(7;Vi by 
the laft war ? If mdefcndencc was a gain (for ai 
ffefint that is very problematical), it was the only 
gain. I Iliall not dwell on the hjfes. Thofe who have 
had their houfcs burnt about their ears ; thofe who 
have been pillaged, plundered, robbed of their pro- 
perty ; thofe who are now flarving with bundles of 
continental money under their roofs ; ihofc who have 
loft their children or their parents, do not need to be 
reminded of th"e loffes of that war. If iti^efendence 
was the oiily gain of latt war, what is to be the gain 
of another ? The ',.vaniors do not pretend that wc 
could go and take Great Britain ; they do not pre- 
tend that we could take Jamaica ; they do not pre- 
tend even that we could take Bermuda. What ihen 
can we take ? Why — Canada, This is the burden 
of their fong, or rather ivar-whoDp. With this they 
divert tlie rabble, and Iharpen ihcir fangs for war 
and conqueft. If you alk them /;otf they would do 
A A 4 this, 
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tbis, they tell you that men are not wanting; that 
four hamhed thottfattd would turn out volunteers 
againft Great Britain. I believe twice that number 
would turn out for a field-day, with flicks and 
ilaves, and return very peaceably home to i'upper; 
but would they do this two days running? If I am 
to judge from experience, from the infinite difficulty 
the Government had to aflenible fo trifling a force 
as fifteen thoufand men on a recent occafion, I 
ihould reduce (his army of four hundred thoufand 
men I0 three or four baftallons. I fhall be told that 
t!ic fcntiraents of the people concerning the exc'tfe 
were divided ; and arc they uimniaious concerning 
the treaty ? I will however fuppofe the people to 
have but one fentimcnt ; I will fuppofe one hundred 
thoufand men ready to lubmit themfelves to all the 
rigour of military dllcipllne, and all tlie hardfhips iu- 
Icparablc from aL^ual leri'ice ; I will fuppofe them all 
heroes, ready to " Icck. the bubble reputation in the 
" cannon's mouth ;" and I will fuppofe a Wafhing- 
ton at their head. Yet thei'e heroes mult eat, and 
muft have forae kind of covering too; and this will 
cotl money. In (hort, I have made a little calcula- 
tion of the expenlb of Jifly thoufand men, ten armed 
vefiels, ten galleys, with all the neceffary officers, 
hort'cs, waggons, cannon, &c. &c. &c. and I find 
the amount to be above twenty miUimi of dollars 
annually, a fum three times as great as the pre^ 
Jent revenue of the United States. Can any fobe^ 
\ man look at this, and imagine this country fit fo en- 
gage in a war ? There is not money in the Ireafury 
tufficient to carry on the war one month. As to loans, 
where are they to be obtained? In France or in 
Holland ? The very mention of thofe countnc;, on 
futli a fnhjeit^, excites laughter. Domellic loans ! 
who will knd a fix pence ? Taxes \ there will be no- 
thing but houles and land to tax. Commerce will 
be no more. The enemy vtfill let nothing out of 
. ' pur 
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our ports, or into tliem. In a word, it is aljfolutely 
impoffible for this couutry to equip any thing like 
a crecUtablt; force, without having rccourie to a 
fiiper mrrmcy and reguijihons. I care not who dif- 
fers from me in opinion ; this opinion I gire as 
my own, andj if war is declared, I fliall fee it 
verified. 

As iiohig hijnry to Great BrUam is the flrongeftj 
ilinmUis to war in this country, I fhall now take a] 
vicvV of the extent of that injnry in the preteut in- 
fiance. As to the taking of Canada, I do not be-' 
lieve it probable. There are men in that country 
as well as in this ; and they are better men, too, if 
we believe thofe debafed wretches, who tell us, that 
one Frenchman is worth three of their own ancef- 
tors. At any rate they are men, they are at home, 
they have eight or nine regular regiments, and t} 
train of artillery, fuch as this country wilt not have 
in fifty years to come, engineers and other expe- 
rienced officers. When the warriors talk about 
taking Canada, they forget that there is any body to 
defend it. To be fure, the poor devils are fuhJuSls ; 
but as they might get together twice the number of 
the citizens marched rgainft them, there is a pofli- 
bility at leatl that they might lay fome icw of the 
latter dead upon the field. 

By fea, a war with this country would not add a 
dollar to the expenles of Great Britain. She is al- 
ready armed, and can very well fpare a flout fqua- 
dron for this coafl. How t[ns fquadron might be em- 
floyai I ftiall not point out ; fuffice it to fay, that, 
if doing injury fhould be the objedi: of the Britifh 
Court, more could be done to us in one week, than 
we could do to Great Britain in ten years. 

But we fhould flarve their iflands : no fuch thing. 
He who is mailer of the fca, may call himlelf the 
piafler of the land. Thofe who ha^e produce to 

fell. 
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fell, will fell it, in fpite of decrees and ordinances, 
The Britifti would obtain all they wanted, juft a 
they do now, with this advantage, that they woul 
prevent theii* enemies from doing the fame. Th 
more I contemplate this lubjedt, the more I ara con 
Tinced that a war with America would be fa 
Tourahle to the caufe in which Great Britain is af 
prefent engaged. 

Another reafon for going to war is, we fhould 
injure (always injure) the manufacliirers in Great 
Britaiii : to which I beg may be added, v\-e IhonldFj 
leave ourfclves naked. This latter may be a defir- 
able objeft with the fans-cuhttes, though I fhould 
hardly imagine that Mr. Swiunmck would much ap- 
prove of it. People vainly fuppofe that the very ex- 
jftence of Great Britain depends on her commerce 
with this country : experience might have taught us 
ihe contrary : flie can do without our trade for a 
flozen years at a time. Nor would fuch a contrac- 
tion of her commerce at the prefent time, and /// ihe 
frefent cafe, cante any difcontent in that country. — 
Our behaviour would unite the nation, and the 
Englilhman that would not patiently bear a tempo- 
rary inconvenience or diftrcfs, that would not even 
fpcnd his lafl fhilling, to enable his King to revenge 
lUch an abominable trait of jicrfid)'- as the annulling 
of this treaty, ought to be fi ripped to his fkin, nay 
of his fkin into the bargain. The faft isj that, be- 
lides wanting the aid of France, this country would 
alfo want the aid of the Enghfh in this war ; and 
this would he one of the great differences between 
this war and the laft. Laft war, addrelFes to the 
people of England did much : lome of thofe who 
came to fight for the King, took very good care to 
iisht asainft him : foldiers and failors came to de- 
fert to their brothers, who were combatting in a 
caufe, which was pretty generally looked upon as 
4 the 
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the caufe of Britons. Things are now cliang-ed. 
Do^or Franklin i were he to rife from the dead, 
would not now be heard at the bar of the Houfe of 
Lords. No Englifh Lord, efter ihe fate of Lord 
Chatham s Jlatue at Chnrlefton, will ever take upon 
him the caufe of this countr)^ ; unlefe indeed it be 
Earl Stanhope, who wijhes to he hanged *. Dodior 
Priefiley we have the happinefs to have among 
us, and therefore he can do his country no more 
harm. No : if we are to have war, let us come 
forward boldly like republicans, and tell the Britilh 
we abhor and deteft them. No wheedling, no coax- 
ing. Let thofe who have burnt that nation's flag, 
and called for all the thunderbolts in the ft ores of 
Heaven to be hurled on them, expe^S froqi them all 
the mifchicf they can poffibly do. 

I know that I'uch language as this is unufual in this 
country. It would be much more pleailng to dwell 
on the power of the United States and the decrepit 
flate of Great Britain ; but I am no candidate for 
popular favour or applanfe. 1 delight in fpeaking 
hard truths ; and befides, this is not the time for 
jelling or flattery. 

I have hitherto proceeded upon the foppofilion 
that the people of this country would be all united 
in the caufe of the war. But how far would this be 
fi-om the cafe ! Almolt all (lie rich, almoll all the 
people of property, would be oppofed to it There 
is another and flill more dangerous kind of divifion, 
which would finally end in a difiblution of the 
Union : I mean the divilion of the North from the 



South. The enemies of 



peace. 



in the Houfe of Re- 



prefentativcsj arc, with two honourable exceptions, 
to be found ahnoft I'olcly in the fouthern States. Can 



* Such was really the fate of Lord Chatham's flattie at Cbarkf- 
ton, in the fpring of 1794. ^\v. tPlUiam Pittas effigy was burnt 



in the fame town, aiitltx^ihc fame day. 
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it I>c imagined, that the hoiieft and induririous peo- 
ple of the North will futFerthein(clres to be dragged 
down to perdition, merely to falisfy the unprincipled 
vengeance of a nefl: of fraudulent debtors ? Can it 
be imagined, that the New -Engl anders will tamely 
fufFer the lords of Virginia to fport with ihcii pro- 
J'pcrity and liappinefs, as they do witli their barrels 
of rice and tobacco at a cork-matrh ? Cotnraon 
fcnfe forbids us to believe any facb thing. 

I have fuppofcd alio, tlial the Government would 
retain its piclcnt form ; but can this potiibly be fo ? 
No ; the moment a war fhould be declared, in con- 
(equence of the rejettion of the treaty, the Confti- 
tution vi^ould be thrown alidc as ufelefs lumber. A 
revolutionary flate miifl fucceed. Then our Brif- 
Ibts and our Robefpierres would mount the throne : 
we have them ready at band, and a war is all that 
is wanting to bring tlicm forth. We fhould have 
our arifiocrntsi indeed, they are already pointed 
out : the ere^ion of a guillotine is all that remains" 
for the patriots to do, preparatory to thctr execu- 
tion. In fhort, do we envy the French their fitu- 
ation, or do we not? Do we wilh to experience 
thole fufTcrings, at the recital of which we now 
weep ? Do we wiflv to w^itncls all thole cruelties, 
thole fright I'ul horrors that freeze the blood and 
make us afhamed of our fpecies ? If we do, a war, 
at the prcfent moment, will infallibly bring us the 
objecft of our wilbes, and we fhall do well to fe- 
cond the endeavours of the Livingttans, andMadi^ 
ions, and the CiUafins. 

1 am pcrfuadedjtliat the following letter, from ray 
Coujin Hedj^clii^g at New- York, will not be unac- 
ceptable to my readers. 

Ntrji-'-Yvrk^ lift ^fril, 1796. 
Dear Cousin, 

I have long been a con fi ant reader of your ufl'ful 
works^ and, as belonging to a branch of you family, 

I have 
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I have taken to myfelf fome part of the honour 
which their boldncis and evident object reflect oil 
the author; but, as my branch is a younger, or 
fubaltern one, and as I have not had the folly to 
adopt the leveUing principles of the fans-culottes of 
tlie prefeni day, I have not till now preiuraed to in- 
trude on your time, nor thould I have done it at aU, 
had not the democratic tricks in this city teemed to 
call aloud for publicity. 

Without further apology, then, I take the liberty 
to inform you, that yetterday an affembly was held 
in the Bridewell Fields (they were, you fee, on their 
own dunghill) to re-damn the treaty ; or, in other 
words, to decide on a peMion to order the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives not to pafs the laws neceirary for 
carrying it into efTeft, As all the merchants, and 
other inhabitants of credit and confequencc, had 
before ligned a petition to a contrary efteft, you 
will eafily fuppofe of whom this Bridewell meeting 
was compofed. The hour was twelve o'clock, when 
iahourers of every defcription were at leifure to at* 
tend. P. R. Liv — ton and M. Liv — ton (u^orthy re- 
lations of our nominal Reprefentative) were the lead- 
ing orators. After thefe came their coadjutor, 
Francis Van D — ^ke, a chocolate-grinder, known 
only for his flupid head, his rancorous lieart, his 
four phiz, and tlie ridiculous buttle he made about 
the irl-cohured fldg, that fome wag had the liber- 
ticide impudence to tear down from the place where 
it was hoittcd in our Coffee-houle. This man was 
chairman of the meeting. The next orator was 
Serj — t CI — ke, fo confeffcdly in the pay in France, 
that he once actual !y fued G — net for not paying 
h\^ Jecret fervu-es according to flipulated agreement. 
This ^' pretended patriot,'' previous to the meeting, 
advcrtifcd for the purpofe of purchallng " fcveral 
*' ihoufand of hoop-poles, to be ufed as Junh'ls 
" {alius bludgeons) on the day of parade." 

The 
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Tlie complexion of the meeting was fuch, that 
it is faid even the Liv — tons hlujhed at it. This, 
however, nobody that knows the thicknefs of their 
Ikjn will believe. A petition was drawn up ; but, 
as the affiflants could not be luppofed capable of 
ligning their names, and as in making their marks 
they mull: have rendered the paper as footy as their 
own paws, a Committee was appointed to fign for 
them, though the paws of this Committee are cer- 
tainly not much cleaner than thole of the allembly 
in general. 

WhatefFefl fuch a petition as this may have I 
know not : the fapient heads of the Oppofition feem 
to be turned ; but they may reft aliured, that, if 
they have fold us to France, the bargain will not. 
ftand. They object to our treaty with Britain, be- 
caufe contraded without their confent, and we tliall 
objeift to their treaty with France, bccaufe contradl- 
ed without our confent. This is fighting them at 
their own weapons. 

I muft now call your attention to another event. 
On the 1 '2 th in (Taut, one Keiiiafas, whole offenc 
was that of vilifying the ajfemhly of ihe State, was 
let at liberty, and drawn in triumph through the 
ftreetS) feated in an old ragged phaeton, by the 
guards of the city ; 1 mean the black-guards. On 
this joyful occafion there was a fort of civic feftival. 
The French hulkst now lying In our harbour (where- 
they have lain for nine months pa ft, and where 
they will lie while there is an Englith armed fhip at 
fea), decorated themfelves in all their fans-culotte 
paraphernalia, uliially exhibited at the triumph of 
favage anarchy over order and law. 

Thus you fee the clofe connexion that every 
where exifls between the French and the brutal 
enemies of our Government. Thefe are infults 
that no Government ever before put up with ; in- 

fults. 
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fults, I truft, we Ihall not long fufFer with im- 
punity. , 

I am, &c. 

J. Hedgehog. 

P. S. Unfortunately, your intelligence, in the 
laft Cenjor, concerning our malicious Argus (as far 
as relates to his deceafe), was not well founded. A 
French furgeon fewed up his neck, and the wretch is 
now dropping about his aqtca fortis with as much 
malice as ever. Would not your quills and his eyes 
meet very lovingly together ? My prickles are not 
long enough. 
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Proceedhigs In the Haufe of Reprefentathes, 

When the laft Cenfor went to the prcfs, tlie'j 
long-contefled and important qiieftion on the treaty 
with Great Britain was flill undecided. Go ! laid I, 
gentle Cenfor, and in thy mild and conciliating ac- 
cents, befeecli the delperatc demagogues to fpare us 
a little longer, 

A fort of cloud had interpofed between the people, i 
and the fun of profperity. Terror had feized on all 
thofe who had fotpething to lofe ; they knew not 
whether it was prudent to buy or to fell ; whether 
their fhips were fafeft Jn the harbour or out at fea j 
the fans-culottes began to grind their teeth and whet 
their couteanx, while the heads of the ariftocrats 
feeraed to totter on their fhoulders, and hang as it 
were by a bit of Ikin. 

In this tituation were we, when, on the 29th of 
April, the quefllon was taken in a Committee of the 
whole Houfe. The jlyes were 49 — and the Noes 
49 : the Chairman, Mr. Muhlenberg of Pennfyl- 
■vania, gave the carting vote in the affirmative. 

Thus was the fate of a nation fulpended upon the: 
voice of one man, and thus have we once more 
narrowly efcaped war and anarchy. 

Some benignant fylph certainly whifpeied Mr. 

Muhlenberg in the ear; for it is well known that he 

had been a declared enemy to the treaty from the 

roL. III. 6 B iiril 



370 POLITICAL CENSOR, No. IV- 

firll moment of fts appearance. He was one of the 
leader* at the town meeting held at Philadelphia, on 
the 25ih of July, 1795. At this meeting " the 
" d — necl treaty was kicked to hell," and the Aflem- 
bly adjourned to go and break. Mr. Bingham's win 
dows. This meeting appointed a Committee to draw 
up a Memorial, praymg the Prefident not to ratify 
the treaty. The Memorial, after reprobating every 
article of (he treaty fingly, concludes 'thus : " Your 
•* Comsuittee apprehend that great evils would re- 
" Cult to Ihcfc States from this treaty, if ratified ; 
*' they therefore recommend that an addrcfs be pre- 
" pared, and pretented tothe Prefident of the United 
*• States, praying thai lie will not ratify the faiti 
'* treaty." Now, Mr, Muhlenberg was one of the 
very Coraraitlee who drew up this Memorial. Nor 
did his oppofition ceafe here, for we find him voting 
for the paj)ers, and for the protefiing refolution of 
ISlr. Blount, Had he not voted for this latter refo- 
lution, 1 could have admitted that he gave his caft- 
ing vole from a pcrfuafion that the Fkture had no. 
light to fet the treaty afide ; but in voting for the 
refoluiion of Mr. Blount, he infifis on this right, 
and therefore the calling vote remains to be account- 
ed lor. ldlefl:oriesgo about : flandcr is ever on the 
wing : for my part, I am not one of thofe who will 
give credit to nothing that they cannot fee through ; 
but 1 leave a myficry as 1 find iL This miraculous 
eonverfion is certainly to be attributed to the interpo- 
lition of tome t/ivifiNe power ; to that power let us 
return our thanks, and not to Mr. Muhlenberg. 

But though the refolution for carrying the treaty 
into eft~e<S; had patTed In the Committee, it had yet 
to get through the Houfe, and much apprehenfion 
was entertained for its iafety on the pafTage. The 
Oppofition was determined to difpute the ground to 
the tali inch ; accordingly, when the refoluiion was 
taken up in the Houfe, on the golh, Mr. Dearborn 

moved 
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moved tEe following preamble tu it ; '' Tliat allhou^fi 
in the opinion of this Houl'^ the treaiy is highly 
ohjeSioTiable, and niaj prove itijurhus lo the Umted 
Sinks, 3'ctj confldering all the rircumftances re- 
lating thereto, particularly that the lad iS articles 
are to continae in force only during the prefeiit 
war, and two years thereafter, and confiding alfo 
*' in the efficacy of meafnres which may be taken for 
*' bringing about a dilcontinuance of the violationaj 
" committed on our neutral rights, iu regard to oufj 
** veflbls and teamen, llierefore ;" &c, 

This was the lafl fliift of a baffled faiTtion. * M 

* you do carry the treaty,' faid they, ' your refoln- 

* tion thall contain the proofs of your own folly andj 

* inconfiftency.' The plan was well laid : it wa<J 
expetled that fomc of the members who had votedl 
for the retblution the day before, would alfo vote fc 
the preamble ; nor was this improbable ; any incon'^ 
fiftency might be expefled from forae of them. 

Mr. Muhlenberg, as if afraid of being outftrip-1 
ped by Mr. Chriftie and forae others, hallened toj 
give the preamble his entire approbation, and did atj 
lall ai5tually vote for it. Thus we fee this Gentle- 
man firft oppofing the treaty at a town meeting, andl 
drawing up a Memorial bc-feeching the Prefident not 
to ratify it ; then we find him voting for a r.efolutio«l 
that declares the Houfc to have a right to fet th«f 
treaty afide ; but when called on for his carting voice,] 
lie teems to have forgotten all about the evil tend- 
ency of the treaty and the unmaking power of thai 
Houfe. Sleep, however, feems to have refrcfheiil 
his memory, and we find him next day voting for %i 
preamble that declares this treaty " highly nhjettionaileA 
*' aud that it may f rove injiuriaus to the United SfaksC 
but in lefg than ten minutes afterwards, he falls bact 
into his old ftate of torpidity, and really votes fori 
this very *' highly objcdtjonable and injurious treaty,' 
without any modification or preamble at all. What 
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an excellent political weathercock ! He tacks with 
ten times the celerity of the Indian on the top of his 
fugar-houfe. 

When the preamble was put, there appeared ac- 
cording to the counting, or rather mifcounting, of the 
" Calm Ohfirver" ^yes 49 and Noes 49 ; confe- 
quently the Speaker, Mr. Day Ion, was called on for 
the catting vote, and he gave it in the negative. 

Thus another cafling vote preferved the honour 
of the Houfe, as a former one had done that of the 
nation. But it mufl. he remarked here, that when 
the names of the members came to be printed, it 
appeared 50 had voted in the negative ; fo that there 
was a majority againft the inconiilTient preamble, even 
without the cafting vote of the Speaker. 

Mr. Jckyll, in his account of the Habeas Carpus 
a6l (Woodfall's Reports for 1794, vol. iv. p. 12), 
fays, " This adi was iirft obtained by fomething like 
*' a miracle. In one flage it was carried in the up- 
" per Houfe by a ibrt o( pious fraud : one of the 
*' tellers feeing a very fat Lord coming in, and 
** knowing him to be a man of -jijeighi, counted him 
** for /en." I ftould have thought that, tor like rea- 
fonSj Mr, Muhlenberg had been counted for two, 
had not (he error been by fubtraflion in place of ad- 
dition. Whether the frmid would have been quite 
fo pious on this occafion, as in obtaining the a£t of 
Habeas Corpus, is another thing : yes^ Mr. Beckley, 
that's another thing. 

How the Clerk, of the Honfe came to mifcount, 
or how his mifcounting came to pafs unreproved 
when difcovered, are queftions well worth afking. 
Such millakcs are not common, nor is it likely that 
an extraordinary di-grec of inaltentivenefs would 
prevail at fuch an important moment. I do not pre- 
tend to didlate to members of Congrefs ; but were I 
one, I would exert my utroofl to difplace a Clerk who 
'Vould dare to miltate a vote of the Houfe, though 

that 
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That Clerk (hould be the very image of Lord Chalk- 
/lone himfelf. 

Finally, the refolution of Mr. Hillhoufe was put^, 
in its original form : " Reiblvcd, that the neceffary 
" laws be pafled for carrying Into effect the treaty 
, " concluded between his Britannic Majefty and the 
" United Stales." — The Aye) and Noes were as fol- 
lows : 

Ayes. — Mefliciirs Arties, Bailey, Bourne, Brad-< 
bury, Buck, Chrijlie, Coit, Cooper, Crabb, Detit^, 
A. Fofter, D. Poller, Gilbert, Gilman, Glenn, 
Goodhue, Goodrich, Gr^^^^, Grifwold, Grove, Hati' 
CQcky Harper, Hartley, Henderfon, Hillhoufe, Hind- 
man, Kilcheil, Kiltcra, Leonard, S. Lyman, Mai* 
bone, Mnhleiiberg^ Murray, Reed, Richards, Sedg- 
wick, Sitgreavcs, J. Smith, N. Smith, Ifaac Smith, 
S, Smith, W, Smith, Swift, Thatcher, Thomas, 
Thompfon, Tracey, Van Allen, Van Courtlandt^^ 
Wadfworth, Williams. — 51. il 

Noes. — MefTieursBaird, Baldwin, Benton, Blount,! 
Brent, Bryan, Burgefs, Caleb, Claiborne, Clopton, 
Coles, Dearborn, Earle, Franklin, Gallatin, Gil- 
lelpie, Giles, Greenup, Hampton, Harrifon, Ha- 
thorn, Havens, Heath, Heifter, Holland, Jackfon, 
Llvitjgfion, Lockcj VV. Lyman^ Maclay, Macon, 
Madifon, MiUedge, Moore, New, Nicholas, Orr, 
Page, Parker, Pretlon, Rutherford, Ifrael Smith,. 
Sprigg, Svvanwick, Tatom, Varnum, Venable, Wina*| 
— 4». 

The rcfolution pafTcd of courfe, and a Committee' 
was appointed to bring in the bills. 

The reader will recollc6t, that to know the real in- 
clinations of the members, he mnft obfcrve who 
voted for the call for papers, and who did not. In 
the prefent lift for Ayes, I have marked in italics 
thofe members who have voted in favour of Mr, 
' Livingfton's paper motion^ that fuch as laboured 
through the heat of the day may be diftiDguiilied 
^L ^E -^ from 
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from luch as did not drop in until the clcTentli 

hour. 

l"hc Rcprefentalives who voted on tins memora- 
ble queflion, may be divided into three clafies : *«^J 
flamich friends of the Conftitution and the treaty 7^| 
a. tlie converts ; 3. the hardened political tinners. ^^ 

As to the firll of thefe clafies, I fhall fay nothing : 
the perlbns coropofing it are fo mucli above all 
prailc, that I could not hope to do them juflice. 
They will find an ample reward in the fuccels of theif 
indefatigable efibrts, and in the grateful acknovv- 
lod^euts of all their worthy conltitucnts. 

The fccond clafs, or the converis, merit but little 
thanks from any bpdy. Their apologies for fhifting 
fides were, as indeed apologies generally are, a mo(l 
monltrous abufc of words. \Vhat, for iullance, 
could be more ridiculous than for a man to get up 
and make a long harangucj in order to perfuade 
olhers to vote againlt the treaty, and conclude with 
faying, that he fkould vote for it ? — And why ? — Be- 
caule he would not create a divition between the dif- 
ferent branches of the Government ! Surprifing ! 
He had voted for Ibrciiig the papers out of the Pre- 
fidcni's hands ; he had alto voted for the rcfolution 
that was to remain as a proteft againfi the Prefident's 
rcfufmg of thefe papers ; and, at laft, he votes for 
the treaty, in order to cultivate harmony between the 
difterent branches of the Government ! The Gen- 
tleman feems to have fallen out with the other 
branches, merely to have the pleafure of making it 
up again. This farce may, thenj take t fie name of a 
comedy lately written by a Citizen of Philadelphia ; 
*' The Triumphs of Love ; or, ILippy Reconci- 
*< liation." 

The fadH; is, however, tliis converfion was not 
owing to a conciliating dlfpolition in the converted. 
Had it not been for the manly, prudent, and well- 
timed meafurcs of tlic merchants of Philadelphia, 

this 
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ttiisimporfant treaty would lia^'e been fetafide*. Haw- 
ever indifferent the converts might beto the rufpenlioa 
of enfurance and the general fliock given to bulinet'Si 
of every kind ; however they might aft'edl lo laugh ati 
the alarniilts, Ihcy would have been afraid to rctiira j 
among their conlTiitucnts, had ihey phingcd the] 
country into diilrefs and confijfion. Very probablyj 
their turn for roaiinig would have come : they might 
have fecn their effigies dragged about in a dung-cart, 
with French gold in their hands. Happy nnght they j 

havcJ 



• T(»e following Memorial was p re fen ted to the Ho uTe on the 
.jyth of April. 

I ,*' To tbe Honourable the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United _ 

States. 

?■<&< Memorial »f the Suhfcrihers, STerchaHti and Traders 0^ 
FbiUidtlphia, 

" Refpefl fully reprefents, 
*• That they h.we waited, with anxious expeflalion, to fee the ] 
•:*' neceflary meaiures adopted by your bonouialik Houfe ftir car- 
** rj'ing into operation the treaty condiidfd betiveen the United] 
'•' States and Great Britain, and arc now ferioiifly alarmed left] 
" thofe mcafnres fliouid be further delayed or entirely omitted. 
[: *' Under that impreffion, rhcy deem it incumbent on them to -^ 
reprefent, that the property of the merchants of the United 
*' States, amounting, upyn a moderate comprtaiiiin, to more 
•' than five millions of dollars, has been taken fri ra them by the 
fubjeiSs of Great Britain, the reflitution of which they verily J 
believe depends in a great meafure upon the completion of I 
the treaty on our part, 

" Itjdependent of this immenfe fnra, they have embarked the 
principal part of their remaining fortunes in veflels and adven- 
,*' turcs, the fafety of which will, as they apprehend, be ninte- 
•-' rially affefied by a refufal or negleiJI: on the part of the United , 
States to comply with ftipuhitionsfo foleijinly entered into. Be- 
'*' fid« their particular interefts as merchants and traders, they 
'*' feel an intcreft, in common with their fisllow-titizens ot other 
"*' defcriptions, in the prefer vat ion of peace, on which the pro- 
fperity of this country depends ; and they fhould deem theiu- 
lelvcs wanting in that fpirit and independence wbjch ought 
ever to charaftf rize fjrecmen, if they forbear, on fo-Ufterefiing 
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have thought themfclves, if a jultly enraged people 
liatl confined iheir vengeance to the burning ot 
iniiiges and picftures when the originals were a^H 
Land. Their recantation was, in iTiort, like that oi^^ 
a man who fees the liake and the faggots before liim. 
I look upon their fupport of Government, on the^H 
preient occasion, as a Ibrt of verbal conformity withal 
a mental rcfervation. P'ew people are dupes enough 
to believe them fincere. The dofe they iiave twal- 
lowed with fo many wry faces, han only ierved to 
Jet their gall in motion : ihe executive branch of 
Government may cxpcft at their hands every clicck 
and impediment that difnppointed malice can fug- 

But little merit as I afcnbe to the converts, and 
little liope as 1 have of their reformation, Imuft ftill 
prefer thena to the hardened tinners ; for though a 
iort of deatli-bed repentance, loch, for in fiance, as 
that of the caji'mg voice, can never be fuppofed to 
ntone fur a life of political tin, yet it is at any rate 
lefs oifentive to morality and decency, than to hear^ 
the tons of reprobation blafpheming to the lull ga(p^^| 
and expiring with curfes on their lips. ^ 

All the 48 members found in the t^pofition on 



" an occaCon as tlie prefent, to exprefs their wiflies and expeftaJ 
** tions. They, therefore, with all due rcfpeft for the Rf prefeoM 
*' ativea of the people of the United States, beg leave to recon 
'' iiicnd tiial [lo paiiial i;oiilir!erations of policy may influence theij 
'' decifioti oil this important queftion ; but that they both fh 
" hotiour and the intLTcH of the nation may be preferved, 
" making the necefTary provifions for carrying the treaty ini 
" fair and honourable eifcfl." 



Nor did the merchants of the capital flop here : they appointi 
a Committee to correfpoDd with other mercantile towns, and with 
ilie hack couDties of I'ennfylvania. This meafure brought fui 
t'.v;uiii3 of petitions from the people of property of every quaf' 
tcr of the Union, that the Oppoijtion beg«n to perceive how liti' 
ih«tr own ftrcngtli w'a«. 

4 . ' the 
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ihe definitive quefiion concerning tlie treaty, will 
unavoidably meet with the approbation of tlie French 
National Convention. They all certainly merit the 
fraternal hug ; but tliere are fome of them whom it 
would be UHJuft to mix promifciioufly with the com- • 
mon herd : thefe ought tohave a kits on both checks, 
while the reil nii2;ht be put off with a kifs on one ; 
or if French politenels will inlift upon the douhh 
hii'ifes to all, the live Kings might lalute the leaders, 
whilethc reft might be left to the ikinny-lipped blood- 
luckers of the Council of Elders. 

In order to regulate the ceremonialj I fliall point 
out thofe whom I think entitled to the diftinguifh- 
cd honour of being llobbered by the five Sultans ; 
bfcrving, once for all, that I do not wifli to de- 
reciatc the value of any mau's labour, or inter- 
*ere with any bargain that might be previoufly en- 
tered into between the parties. The labourer is 
worthy of his hire, whether he I'ucceeds in his objedt 
or not. 

To place the Italian at the head of thefe worthies 
is an a6"t of jufticc, and an act of juttice which I 
hare the more pleafure in performing, as I have 
lately been accufcd (how falfcly every body knows) 
f attempting to fink tliat Gentleman in the opi- 
Bton of the public. 

When the treaty-making power was to be at- 
tacked ; or, ill other words, when a breach was to be 
made in the Conftitution, and fuch a breach as never 
could have been clofed, the afTailants feemed atalofs 
for a leader. Citizen Madi'ba fhrank from the taik. 
The eyes of the phalanx at laft turned towards the 
italian. Murderers, when preparing for tlieir hor-- 
rid work, always choufe from among their gang, 
forae precioufly ill-looking villain to give the firll ; 
ftab ; that done, they fall ou with lefs rcmorfe, and 
difpatch the proftrate viiflim. I do not pretend to 
(ay that the aflailants of the Conftitution a6ted upotx 

the 
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' Ihe fame maxims of ph) liognomy : no, God forbid 
I iliould fay or inlinuate any fuch thing ; on the 
contrar}', if pedbn had any thing to do in the mat* 
ter, I fhouid rather fuppofe that the leader was chofe 
for his beauty. 

Let, however, the motive to the choice be wh 
it tnightj that it was a good one, we all know, 
With what art did the Gau'vefe approach ! How did 
he twift and liarn when he found an ohftaclc in h 
way ! How did his eyes gliltenj when ready to dai 
in upon his devoted prey ! ThoCc that followed 
him liad little inore to do than to mouth over what 
Ihey had heard, as the yelping puppies of the pack 
give tongucj when they hear tlic cry of the leading 
old hound. 

»' The fi,mnch old hounit, 

*' Guide of the pacit, althsu^h ?tianl and uglf^ 
"Is yet of great accouBt. He II oft untie 
" The Gordian knot, when rcafon at a ftand, 
" Puzzling, is loft, and every art is vain. 
" /Is forty chief i in fenates who pre fide, 
** Wiih pleaded rea(i>n and with artful fpeech 
*' Conduft the fiaring muifitude ; fa be 
" DireBi the pack, who wilh^'p; // cry apprme^ 
" And loudly boaji dfLoticries net tbcir on/s." 

Had Somerville written his beautiful poem of The 

Chafe but yeflerday, with the late proceedings of tliQ^f 
Houfc of Kcprefentativcs before his eyes, he coal^^' 
not have made a more apt allnfion than is contained 
in the above-quoted pafliigc. The reft did, indeed, 
with joint cry approve, and loudly boafl difcoverics 
not iheir own; but t!ic. fagacious and indefatigable 
Gencvefe untied the Gordian knot ; and though hii 
game at laft efcaped him, he is entitled to all the ho 
rioursof the field. The grateful fpartfrnan, to reward 
his faithful and laborious cur, claps him on the bac 
and fpits in his mouth. And lb our llaluin il»all b 
difiinguiflicd from his colleagues by fume fuperiorj 
reward. i 

After 
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After the Genevefe, I think, we muft give the pre- 
cedence to the long man fiom New-York, and the 
Jhvrt matt from Philadelphia. 

From the firfl: of thefe, who labours under an ex- 
treme poverty of talents, much could not be expect- 
ed. His head is generally thought to be as erapty as 
his purfe ever was, yet he certainly furpailcd all his 
fellow-labourers, except the cunning ital'ian. He 
let out with L'lujhing, and I leave any one loguefs at 
the efforts that muft be made to get a bluili through 
a fkin like his. Befides, where will you lind a 
young mail of his pretentions, a kind of cvcoIg. Aionls^ 
as it were, who would riik his complexion for a fio- 
glc moment ? Who would fuftcr his pure yellow, 
his fine golden hue, to be mixed with red, and thus 
debafed to a vile copper colour ? Who would, in 
fhort, fuffer himfelf to be changed from a guinea to 
a halfpenny ? I do not know whether the Gentle- 
man has been accuftomcd io fitch depreciat'iom or not ; 
but if this be the tirft time, fuch a facrifice is, in my 
humble opinion, worthy of a capital compenfation. 

I did not intend to trouble the reader with re- 
marks on any particular paffagee of this Gentleman's 
fpecches : they are generally fuch ftrings of plagia- 
rifms, that, to cenllire them, you mull cenfure their 
authors ; and this is fomctmes difagreeable. One 

Faiiage or two, however, call for oblcrvation, which 
am the more ready to beftovv on them, as they ap- 
pear to be original. 

The Gentleman, in defence of his paper motion^ 
told the Houfe that " it was impoflible to determine 
" that they would not impeach until the papers were 
*' feen. Fails might then appear which would reit- 
*' der that an unavoidable meafure which was not 
" now contemplated. If, for inftance, inftead of a 
" treaty with Great Britain, they were now difcuff- 
" iog one formed with the Porte, where it is the 
*' «vifioia for ujinillers to give and to receive ^r^*/f ; • 

"and 
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" and on tlic produ<ftion of the correlpoiidciice, it 
" Ihould ajjpear that our Mimfter had received i 
" douceur (bribe) on the fignature of the treaty; 
" would not the Houle think themfelves obliged to 
'* impeach ?" 

This is a fuppofitlon wound up with an interroga- 
tion. Now let us tee if we cannot fiippofc and put 
queftions as well as this Adonis. Suppofe, then, that 
the c1e«5^nrs of a certain d!ftr!<n: or city were filly 
enough to choofc as their Rcprcfentativc, a man at 
once proud and poor, haughty and mean, infolent 
and crawling ; fuppofc that this man were an infol- 
vent debtor, who had vilited the infide of a jail, and 
who had bilked his creditors by paying them but 
three Jhilfitigs in the pound. Now ihould a man like 
this rife tip in Congrefs, and adopting the fcntiments, 
the ftyle, artd even the gefticulations of the mob, 
bafely infinuate, tliat a public Miniflcr, of unfpotted 
fame, had received a bribe from a foreign Prince — 
what, I alk, would fuch a man deferve ? — To be cut 
out at full length in a Vfuingjione, and ftuck up at 
the corner of the Fly-Market ^ for the boys to throw 
rotten eggs at, till the llatue became as yellow as 
the original. 

The Gentleman declared (and very Jincerelj, with* 
out doubt) that his ruppofUion was by no means ap- 
pHcable to Mr. Jay ; and I dcclard, with equal fin- 
cerily, that my fuppofition is by no means applica- 
ble to Mr. Livingfton, for wliofc feelings, as the 
reader mull have already perceived, I have a won- 
derful tcnderncls }■ a tendernels, indeed, that I would 
wifh to equal that which he has ftiown for the feel- 
ings of the Prefident and Mr. Jay. 

The next paiTage that attrafils my attention feems to 
be a fort of lide-wind eulogy on the five Kings and 
their mild and humane Government. " All Europe/* 
fays our Adonis, " was once free ; all Europe, with 
" the exception of />««/•? and Switzerland, are nova 
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" in chains. Where, then, will hiftorlcal facts b« 
" found to juflify the charge? In the obfequlous, 
*• Parliament of Britain f Stc^Poor Adonis, bow " 
little does he know about all Europe 1 And is it pof- 
fiblethat any one, pretending to be a reafonablc' 
creature, fhould yet talk, to us about French liberty ? 
A decree launched forth by their merciful lords, the , 
other day, will give us a pretty corredt idea oi\ 
Frenchmen's freedom. I'his decree bears, '* that the 
.** parents of emigrants fliall now give up to the 
" ?uitiori that portion of their property which would) 
" have fallen, after their death, to their emigrant'' J 
" children." Let any one judge from this, whether- 
the poor devils are in chains or not. But why do I 
cite particular inflances of their flavery ? Wliat oc- 
cafionhavel here to attempt acontnidit5lion of what 
every one, even the mod ignorant of the people,' 
^uows to be fatfe and ridiculous ? " In Turkey, and 
.*' in Morocco," fays Playfair, " the people know 
f' under what delpotifm they groan ; they know 
" who their rulers are, and they know that what-. 
ever injuftice they may be guilty of towards indi- 
viduals, they muft have forae regard to the gene- 
,'* ral ioterefl, to the prefervation of the whole. They 
" have the fatisfatftion too of complaining to a. 
f friend in fccret of their misfortunes ; but the mi- 
" ferable French Jlave, who thinks hitnfelf a. free ct- 
." ttzerif does not know who his matters are. He 
*' dares not complain, bccaufe all around him con- 
*' fider that their mifcries are the efFe«5ts of freedom" 
^* and philofophy ; and like the philofopher Paugtofe, 
though ruined and miferable, they have beea 
«• taught to fay that all is as well as potlible,^ 
" Wretched people ! among whom every thing is at 
f' the difpofition of a gang of intriguing defpots, 
who, by means of a printing-prefs and reams of , 
afiignats, pillage the nation, and excite to maf- 
facre and bloodfhed !" This is tlie only people in 

Euro^Q 
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Europe who, our jidojits tt.lls us, is not in chains ! 
i can affiire him ihat Tuch an aifertion, at this day, 
is barely honoured with a fneer. 'Ihe people of 
America have at laft opened their eyes. They have 
leen French liberty fcated on her throne, the guil- 
lotine, I'urrouiidcd with confifcations, guards, ma- 
nacles, and dungeons; they have Teen French religion 
exhibited in blalphemies againli the Almighty, and 
in the adoration of a common profiitute ; the\' have 
feen French humanity in the form of a child torn 
from its mother's womb, and writliing on tlic point 
of a bayonet. Yes, and they have teen the efFedls 
of French gold too ; and I can tell you, Mr. Ltving- 
ftoo, that they defpife the corrupter as well as the 
corrupted, French friend fhip they know they do 
not want, and French enmity is become the obje6l 
of their contempt. To ply them then, Sir, with 
this old, ridiculous, threadbare tale of French 
liberty, though it may procure you a fm de Jote 
from the hulks at New- York, is an Infult to the un- 
derftandings of your conftituents, for which I much 
quell ion if even your ignorance will be thought a, 
fufficicnt apology. 

But it feeras there is one other nation, bcfides the 
French, who arc fiot in chains ; theSwifs, It is forae- 
thing Angular that our orator forgot the republics of 
Bithii'ia and Geneva. They have both the hap- 
pincis of having the fame kind of free Govcrn- 
ment as his dear France. Their legiflativc and ex- 
ecutive branches, and all their offices of fiatc, ex- 
cepting the prime rainitrer, Citizen Guillotine, are 
the fame. What, then, could render Ihem un- 
worthy of being called free nations ? How comes 
Switzerland, the befl: part of which groans under 
an ariflocracy, to be prefciTed to thcle regenerated 
States, thelc apes of the French republic, thefe firft- 
born of the great baboon ? Our Adonis's head was 
abfolutely turned with his paper-kite motion. 

Never 
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Never fiirely was poor 3?auth fo difcomiiited, 
fcouted, and routed as he has been during this fef- 
lion. After a month's hard labour, the Prefident 
refufes him a peep at the papers ; he fetks venge- 
ance, meets a lecond rebuff, and is at lall reduced 
to (he mortification of feeing the fchcmes of nine 
long months overturned in a fingle moment, in fpite 
of thecounter-efforts of bis worthy relations at New- 
York, joined to thofe of the Chocolate-grinder and 
Sergeant Clarke. In this fituation what is he to 
do ? Jog back quietly to daddy's, make the mofl: 
of his pcrfonal charms, ogle the fair fex in place 
of grinning at General Wafhington, and content 
himfelf with reading billets doux inftcad of ftatc. 
papers. But, for mercy's fake, let him take care 
how he hlujhes : " the bankrupt" fays an author, 
f ' never yet found the fair one kind," and what then 
could he expeft for a yellow boy who fhould blufl» 
himfelf to Jerl'ey copper ? 

Having thus difmiffcd the long rawboned knighfc 
of the woful count enance, I muft now beg the reader's 
refpe<Stful attention, while I bring on the fcene, pro-r 
bably for the laft time, the little duck legged 
Squire, — ^There he is, like a ballad-finger in a fair ! 
don't fright yourfelves, ladies ; upon my foul he'll' 
do you no violence. "Tis as gentle a little creaturq 
as you ever fet eyes on : you may even ftroke hini' 
without apprehending the leafi: mifchief; do batj 
liften to his fpeech, and he'll lick your hand like ^ \ 
fpanieL 

This Gentleman's efforts on the oppofition may ' 
be confidered as confined to the exaltation of the] 
vmgnanimiiy of the Khi^ of Spain, and that of hif] 
DWTt dy'inSereflednefs, Indeed, both fubjedts were] 
equally worthy of his fmall-talk eloquence. The! 
magnanimity of a man who fhakcs hands in ani 
humble peace with the murderers of the head of hiii 
■ (amily, is well matched with the difintereftednefs o#| 

another. 
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another, who aims at the dertrud^ion of his country, 
or at Icall of all that is valuable in it, that he may 
raife himtbll" on its ruins. 

He told the Houfc that "he had feveral veflcls 
*' at (ca, not enfured ; that lie had landed property 
" in great quantity j" aod hcocc he took occafion to 
conclude, that he could not be (ufpe(Sed as withing 
t6 involve the country in a war. This, indeed, 
from a man of moderate views, from a man of mo- 
derate vanity even, ought to have fome weight ; but 
from one like the perfon here fpoken of, it ought to 
have none at all. 

There are forae men, who, as the poet lays, 
" never are at heart's cafe while they fee a greater 
" than llienifelves." Such is this Gentleman. He 
muft be every where, and every where at the head ; 
and as it commonly happens with thofe of his Aaiap, 
nature has abfolutcly dilqualified him for the attain- 
ment by fair means. Still, however, he drives on 
towards his objedt, and in his progrefs employs 
all thofe little arts that worth and genius difdain. 
How has he laboured to eflablifh for himfelf the 
charadtcr of a man of learning and tafte ! How 
often and how barefacedly has he condefcended ta^ 
become his own puffin the common papers ! Hov 
many letters has he written to diftant places to cn- 
fure the infertion of articles in praife of himfelf ! 
What incredible pains has he taken to procure the 
appearance of a filJy poem, figned with his name, 
in a periodical publication of a foreign country ! 

He told the tJoufe of Rcprefentatives of his ihipgj 
and his lands ; he might have told them of'tm-Aow/H 
too, unlets, indeed, he looked upon that as unnei 
cefTary, from its being fo perfeftly known. This 
houfe, which refembles, in furnitine, a Dutch virtu-J 
■ ofo's baby-hutch, is become a kind of rarcefhow,. 
The vain proprietor adls the part of a defpicablel 
{bowman. This houfe that Jack built is his hobby^j 
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Iiorfe ; and when nnonnted on it, he Is more an ob- 
jetft of ridicule than the whore on the black ram, or 
poor Gulliver aflridc the nipple of the Brobdingna- 
gian raaid of honour. 

Money however he has, and with this he finds 
his way into almofl. every meeting that bears the 
name oia fociety ; a name, by the by, of which moft 
men of fenle begin to be heartily tired. Our LillUJ 
putian, with his dollars, gets accefs where, without! 
them, he would not be fiitfcred to appcnf. But of| 
all his little baits for admiration ami confeqitencej" 
tione is furcly lb perfeftly ludicrous as his becom- 
ing the Mentor of the Htfk nujfes. That a vain 
man fhoiild condefcend to cajole tbe mob^ to greaf© 
I the hands of the leaders of a club or fociety ; that 
he fhould crawl to news-printers, or even run dan- 
Lgling about after fpeilators to admire his ti) fly man - 
^lion, is not lb very furprifing ; but that he lliould] 
,fo far defy the power of ridicule as to profel^ hitnlelfi 
the periodical declaimer at the breakings up of a 1 
[ boarding -fchool, and even thow an uncommon' 
I anxiety to have his fpeeches on thofe occaiions pub- 
iliflied, is what no mortal could ever have expe<5led, 
I no, not from John Swan wick. 

What attention is due to a man like this, when 
jhe produces the coincidence of his own intereft with 1 
! that of his own country as a proof that his conduiSt] 
lis in conformity to both ? Such a man feels intereft* 
[cd in nothing that does not bring food to his vanity ; 
, and if a greater quantity of this is to be obtained 
I hf the lofs of his property than by its prcfervation, he 
will never fcruple to hazard it. Where then arc his 
difintereftednds and his patriolifm ? 

At firft glance, one would imagine that a being 

[iike this was formed for the contempt, or at leafl for 

\ the diverfion of mankind ; and, under certain Govern-. 

rnents, he would, indeed, be h armlets ; but in a 

ftate where all depends upon the popular voice, I 

VOL. in. c c do 
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do not know a more dangerous character. Of a 
proud man you have ibme hold ; his pride will not 
let him ftoop to fuch meanncfles, by which alone he 
can come at the power that makes him formidable ; 
while the vain one will flop at nothing. Knowing 
that the accompli fhrnent of his hopes depends on 
the people, and that it is to numbers he muft owe 
his fuccefs, he Ipeculates in their errors and their 
prejudices, and turns them to his own advantage at 
the expenfe of the romm unity. No rebuff^, no ill 
treatment or difcomiit, difcourages him •. kick him 
out at your front door, and he will come in at the 
back : drive liim from one oitice or one aftembly, 
and he will get into another ; fome where he will 
be, where he can make himfclf talked of. He 
is ever the cringing flavc of power ; he adores it, in 
whatever hands it may be found : as he wheedles a 
democratic populace, fo would he the cruel lelt dcf- 
pot on earth ; he has not a drop of independent 
blood in his heart, and he is themoftal enemy of all 
thole who have. 

Tiiat fuch a man as this fhould be the Reprefent- 
ative of a State of vvhicli I am an inhabitant, is, t 
muft confefs, a mortification ; as to reprefenling me, 
however, he never did, nor Iball he ever do it : 
therefore, as a fraftion of the fovereign people, I 
do hereby, once for all, enter my protelt again It 
(-very thing that he may do, or have a hand in. — 
When he looks round, from his holjby-horfe, on 
the multitude who have been weak enough to rom- 
mit their interefls to his tapient head and inflated 
heart, let him remember, that there is oue who 
would not truft him with the fturapof an old woru- 
out pen, 

•• When I fee people, who have chofcn a Rcprefent- 
ative like this, brought to the verge of ruin by 
him and his aifociatcs, 1 cannot lay I pily them. 
Many of the merchants and traders who were 16 

^ " 2, alarmed 




MAY, 1796. 387 

alarmed tlie other day, on account of the oppofi- 
tion to the treaty, had ufed every effort in (heir 
power to enfure this man's election. What mu(i be 
their reflexions, when they law him, not only 
voting for the dcflrudlion of their property and 
therofelvcR, hut endeavouring to nullify their peti- 
tion by another, figned by foreigners, blaclcgiiards, 
and negroes ? Surely this ouglit to be a Iciron to 
thofe, who are to choofc or vcjcA him another time. 
But, indeed, men of property, men who ought to 
be of weight, are in this country, as in moft others, 
indifferent and flothful as to their political rights. 
Whatever may be the eaufe of this, the confe- 
quences arc well known, they are already felt, and 
will froin day to day, and from year to year, be felt 
more feverely. 

Thus I have endeavoured to jnttify llie prefer- 
ence to be given to ihefe three heroes of the hard- 
ened fimiers. Citizen Madifon was formerly rec- 
koned as a fort of chief; but he li;is fo funk, out of 
fight this campaign, that we can look upon him, at 
leaf}, as no more than an aid-dc-camp. The firtn 
and ind'tv'tfMe phalanx of Virginia were led on by a 
j'bunguT, more bold, and more artful coramanderj 
had vit^tory decided in their favour, the citizen 
would have put in his claim to a fhare in the glory 
of the day ; but the timely defcrtion of the hmvy 
horfe of Philadelphia, and the dilgraeeful defeat that 
fucceeded, have left him without even the hope of re- 
pairing his reputation. As a politician he is no more ; 
he is abtblutcly deceafed, coljd, fliftj aind buried in 
oblivion (or ever and ever. 

There are, then, but three of thefe gentlemen 
whom I look upon as entitled to the collade fruter- 
nelk from the five Kings; the others muft put up 
with a fmack from the elders or yourigers. 

There is one difficulty remaining, vvliich it will 
g c a not 
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not be very eal'y to get over ; that is, the parties 
arc at fuch a diilatice from each other, that to era- 
brace in perlbii would be impoflible, uiiiefs one or 
the other would be content to make a voyage; 
a thing whicli we cannot expeft ; for, bke the buz- 
zard, neither bke to lofe light of their jjrey. 'T is 
true, that in France they do embrace by proxy ; 
and probably this may be now reforted to. Wc 
can very v^ell fpare a deputation ; and if they 
ihould never return, few, 1 believej would mourn 
their lofs. 

I now bid the oppofers of the treaty farewell : they 
and I have been at war for rather better than a 
year : I Iiave feen them completely beaten ; and 
though I pretend to no other merit than the little 
that is due to a diligent drummer or trumpeter, I 
muft be permitted to rejoice as well as others. Re- 
joice t certainly do at their downfal, and notvvilh- 
ftanding I think it unmanly to fet my foot upon the 
neck of a proftrate foe, no endeavours of mine fhall 
be wanting to prevent them from rifmg ; 



igaiD. 



Fames Age of Rmjun, 



The Chriliian religion teaches men to forego 
their private interefls for the fake of doing good ; it 
is not therefore furpritiog, that deifts and atheifis 
Hiould forego their private interelts for the fake of 
doing mifchief. Things oppolite in their nature 
jKuft be expected to be oppofite in their effefls. 

The Editor of the Aurora of Philadelphia (Mr. 
Franklin Bac he) has advertized for tale a Second Part 
of Paine's Age of Reafon, at a hw price. It is faid, 
he has received _^/e£'« tlmujand copies of this from 
Paris, and it is very certain that he fells them at a 
price which will hardly pay firft coil and expenfes. 
When I went to fchool, 1 remember we had for a 
copy, " Zml in a gQod caufe dcferves apphtije" If 

this 
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I would afk, wiiat 



this old maxim be a true one, 
Keal in a had caufe deferves ? 

A perfon to whom the parties were well known, 
has afTured me, that poor Paine imbibed his firft 
principles of deilm from Dodtor Franklin ; if fo, if is 
poflible that the Editor of lheyf?<rorfl may look npon 
the diltribution of the Age of Reafon as a mean of 
propagating his grandfather s principles ; and fo far 
fame ferjuns will defend it, as an a6t of filial piety, J 
or rather filial gratitude ; for, as to piety, I think we ' 
may venture to leave it out of the queftion. 

This grateful young man (hould, however, recol- 
lect, that a vender of poifon will not be excufed 
merely becaufe the compound was kneaded up, or 
the receipt for it given by his anceflor. Dcifm can- J 
not be well fa id to run in the blood, or I fhould * 
really be afraid that the defcendant of the illufirious 
olddeift was containinatcd. Charity bids me to hope J 
the contrary, and to afcribe the exccfs of his zeal to ' 
the amiable motive above mentioned. 

It is going too far, perhaps, to fay, that any lofs 
on thefe blafphemous pamphlets is to fall on Mr. 
@ache. The French Republic has erer fliown a 
fincere defire of regenerating us, and as fhe finds 
us obftinate in politics, Ihe rasy be willing to try 
her hand in another way. The papers have told 
us lately, that Mad Tom takes up his lodgings at 
the houieof the American Ambaflador ; if this Second 
Part of the Age of Reafon fhould have come to us un- 
der his aufpices, it is a fadt of a curious nature indeed. 

As to the work itfelf, it cannot be better defcribed 
than by faying that it is as flupid and defpicable as 
its author. The wretch has all his life been emploj'- 
cd in leading fools aftray from their duty, and, as 
nothing is more eafy, he has often fucceedcd. His 
religion is exactly of a piece with his politics ; one 
inculcates the right of revolting againft Government, 
and the other that of revolting again ft God. Hav- 
ing fucceeded again fl the Lord's anointed (I mean 
c c 3 hk 
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bis and our d-devaitt friend, the Moft Chriftian 
King) he turned his impious arms againft the Lord 
himll'If. This proccfs is peifcftty natural, as has 
hccn exemplified in the condudl of others as well as 
that of I'aine. 

How Tom came to think of excrcifinghis clumty 
battered pen upon the Chriftian religion, is what 
has excited a good deal of curiofity, without eve^ 
being well accounted for in this country : notwith- 
flanding, the circumflances under which a man writes 
ought to be attended to in forming a judgment of 
his opinions, particularly if thote opinions are new 
and extraordinary. For this rcafon I fhall endea- 
vour to trace this raggamuffin deill from America to 
Ills Paris dungeon, and to account for his having 
laid down the dagger of infurretlion in order to tak^ 
up tile chalice of irrcligion. 

Thomas, after having retailed out a good deal of 
very cmmon ft-i'/e, Commonly called nonfenfe, found 
hiiiUeli* rather richer than when he beean *. This 
gnvt; liim afmack tor revolutions ; but finding him- 
lelf finking faii into his native mud, and pretty uni- 
■verfiilly dei'piled and negtcdlcJ by the people of this 
cnuntry ; finding, in fhort, that the Americans were 
returning to order, and feeling that his element was 
confufion, he croifed the Atlantic to baik in the 
rays of the French revolution. 

I'he PropaganJe at Paris, that i% tbe tbcicty in- 
ftitutcd fortlie propagation of the vile and deteflab,le 
principles of the Rights of Man, as laid down in the 



* In bis Second I'art of the Rights of Man, he fays he has a 
place in the State of Delaware. Wbettier this be a lie or not, I 
tannot tell ; tiut if it be true, it was certainly the product of th^ 
revolution ; for every one knaws he had nothing before. This 
was cncoor.igeinent for liini to tiy his talent in other coiiiitrie!. A 
confifeated curtle in France, or fome abbey where he mii;ht Join 
facrilcge to robbery, naa a fufficieni temptation to lead hbn acrofi 
the ocean. 
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famous French ConftUution, fixed Iheir Jacobinical 
eyes on Tom, as an excellent miinonary for Great 
Britain and Ireland. Off goes Tom with Iiis Rights 
of Man, which he had the abominable irapiidence 
to dedicate to General Ifajhhigton *. Tlie Englifh 
Jacobins flared at liira at firft : be went a ftcp further 
than they had ever dreamed of : his dotftrines, how-r 
ever, grew familiar to their cars : they took him un- 
der their wing, and he made fure of another revolu- 
tion. This fecurity was his misfortune, and had 
nearly eofl. him a voyage to the South Sea. 

From the thief-catchers in England Tom fled, 
and took his feat among the thieves of Paris. After 
having diftinguifhed himfelf in execrating the Con- 
rtitution he had written in defence of, he and two or 
three others fet to work and made a new one, quite 
brand nevir, without a fingle ounce of old fluff. 
This covered Tom with glory loon after, when it 
was unanimoufly accepted by thericli, free, generous 
and humane French nation. 

This may be looked upon as the happiefi part of 
Tom's life. He had enjoyed partial revolts before, 
had feen doors and windows broken in, and had pro- 
bably partaken of the pillage of fome ariliocratic 
Hores and dvirelling-houl'es I bat to hve in a conti- 
nual ftate of infurreflion, " facrcd, holy, organized 
" infurredlion ;" to fit feven days in the week iffuing 
decrees for plunder, prolcription, and maffacre, was 
a luxurious life indeed ! It vvas, however, a fhort 
life and a merry one : it la lied but five months. The 
tender-hearted philanthropic murderer, Brilfot, and 
his faftion, fell from the pinnacle of their glory : 
poor Tom's wares got out of vogue, and his carcals 
got into a dungeon. 



* The Sii^ond Part was dedkiktcd to La Fayelit, to which do- 
Vicdy hail any kindot" objcabn. 

«C4 This 
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This was a dreadful reverie for old Common 
Serife. To be hurled, all in a moment, from the 
tip top of the Ahimta'm of the Grartde Convention 
Nationaie down to the very bottom of aftinking dun- 
geon, was enough to gi ^e a fhock to his poor untleady 
brain. But this was not all ; he well knew that the 
national razor was at work, and had every reatbn to 
fuppofe that his days were numbered. He lay ex- 
tended on the dirt, like a fheep or a calf in a flaugh- 
ter-houfe, expecting every moment that the butcher 
would come for hiin. 

How Thomas came to efcape, is fomething that 
will probably remain a my fiery. It was laid that 
Danion (the new chief tyrant) fpared his life at the 
icqueft of certain Americans ; but this is impiobablej 
not that fomc Americans might be found iilly enough 
to petition for it, but becaufe, when his enlargement 
was afterwards demanded, upon the fcore of his be- 
ing an American, the ruling tyrants anfwcred, that 
he was ^ facri Angloh, a d — n'd Englifhman. The 
fatt is, 1 believe, Danf on and his party defpifed Tom 
too much to run any rifk of difobliging their friends 
ia Great Britain and America, by taking away his 
worthleft life. Be the motive what it might, he was 
kept in his cage, and there he wrote the Firft Part of 
his jige of B,£tifon. 

Now to the motive that led him to the com por- 
tion of this blalphemous work, which was no other 
than that of favi;]g his ugly uncombed head from the 
guillotine. 

The reader will rccolleft that it was under the 
reign of Danton that the Chriftian religion was abo- 
lifhed by a decree. A few days before Tom's im- 
prifoument the famous fcfiival of Reatbn was held. 
A common ftrumpet was dreffed up as the Goddefs 
Kea/ofi*, icaled on a throne of turf, and, while in- 



* She was guillotined (boa. after« 
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cenfe was burnt before her altar at fome little diflancc, 
the tdolntrous populace, with the Convention at 
their head, prolirated thcmfelves before her, Not 
many days before this, the conjiilutiomil Bifhop of 
Paris *, with his Vicars and tliree Rcflors, came to 
the Convention and abdicated their religion, declar- 
ing themfclves to have been cheats, and that in future 
they would profefs no other worlhip than that of 
Reafon. In fliort, Danlon and Robefpkm (then fe- 
cond in command) were inceflantly occupied in ex- 
tirpating the Imafl remains of Chriflianity from the 
minds of the poor brutified and enllaved French, 
It was a neceliary preparation to the bloody work 
they intended they thould execute. 

Citizen Common Senie knew this, and therefore 
h was not wonderful that he fbould attempt to foflen 
his lot, and prolong, perhaps, his miferable days by 
fomething from his pen, calculated at once to flatter j 
their vanity and further their execrable views. Tho- 
mas had long railed againfl thebafenefs of courtiers; 
but when the moment of trial came, he was found 
as bafc as the bafeit. The high-minded repuijlican 
Paine, who had fet Lords and Kings at defiance, 
^as glad to bend the knee before a vile, low-bred, 
French pettifogger. lie defeended to make ufe of 
the very phrafes that the new tyrants had introduced. 
The Goddds was called Reajhn, ihz church which 
was profaned by her worfhip was called the Temple 
of Reafon y and the infcription on the banners carried 
at the fe(i:ival was " The Age of Reafon''' (Le Siecl®i 
de la Railbn), the very title of Tom's book. Bate 
adulation ! adulation not to be exculed even by the 
iHtuation in which he was. The old French clergy, 
with the daggers at their breaft, fcorned to purchafe 
life at Ibch a price. 



* Tlie confiiiutianal clergy means the nfw ckr^, the dcrgy of 
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I would by no means be undcrftood as be- 
lieving that Paine's book was a delertion of his 
principles; for, aa before obferffed, he liad been 
corrupted years before. It is the difgraceful motive 
lor publifliing his creed that I am expofiog. That it 
%V3S done to make his court to the tyrants of the day, 
cannot be doubted; for in all his former works, if 
lie has occaitoii to fpcak of the ChrilHan religion, he 
docs it in decent, if not refpctStful language. In hi? 
Rights of Man, for in fiance, he extols toleration, 
and obferves, tliat nil re/}j^iofis are good ; but as foon 
3S he had got into his new-fafhioned fludy, a dun- 
geon, he difcQvered that ihty were allhad^ or at leafl: 
the Chriflian religion, and it was of the divers de- 
rtomitiations of that religion that he h&^oie pretended 
to fpcak. When he faid that all religions were good, 
he was an abominable hypocrite, or he is pne now, 
when he tells us that the Chriflian religion is a very 
bad one. Either he difgnifed his fentiments tq de-^ 
ceive the Englifh, or he has fince donefo to deceive 
J^ofiSon and Hobefpierre. Tom knows the value of a 
eharader for conliflency too well to run the rilk. of 
loling it, unlefsupon a prefling emergency : but the 
guillotine was yet red with the blood of hiscomrades, 
and he well knew that there was but this one way of 
keeping his own corrupted fl reams within his veins. 

It will be faid by Tom's deiflical friends, that the 
Second Piirt of the Age of Reafon was written after 
his releafement, and at a time when he was in np 
danger. Very true ; but the die was caft ; the Firfi 
Pari was out, and there was no recalling it. He 
liad openly attacked both Irleavenand earth; he could 
do no more. One eflay at blafpheniy was, as good as 
a thoufand for eftablirt)in.g his new pretentions to 
infamy ; but Thomas had now fomething elfe tp at- 
tend to befides his reputation ; I mean his l>elly. — 
The ul'u^l means of fubfiltence had failed : he was no 
longer a great Reprefentative pf a great -^nd free 

people. 
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people. The handful of alligoats he received daily 
were gone to fome moreftaunch patriot, and the old 
Rights of Man was left to dine where he could. As 
to poHtical drugs, Thomas's were grown out of 
vogue in France, as much as ttiey now are«n this 
country ; his Conliilution was declared to be the 
molt Ilupid performance that ever ilVued from a fick 
brain, and its author fell into difcredit as rapidly as 
he had rhen to fame *. Among thoufands of others, 
he cxpcrit>uced the ludden change in tlic opinions of 
the volatile Pariiians : from being a iort of derail 
god, he was btcome the mo ft degraded tiling in na- 
ture, a jtoor, half-flarved, defpilisd pretender to re- 
nown. BcJides, the ConlVitutlou that was now com- 
ing into play, witn a Council of Youngfters, and a 
Cotjncil of Elders, and five Kings, eletted hy people 
of fome property, or, at leaft, fome qjiallficatlony was 
what Toni never could defend with h's right of uoi- 
verfal fuftVage and continual infurreiSition ; and, for 
once, he had the prudence to hold his tongue. 

Tom's fate in France was nearly what itliad been 
in America i when it was no longer neceffary to era- 
ploy him, he funk, into negleft. Happy if he couid 
have ceafed eating when his infurrection talents be- 
came ufelefs ; but as he could not, he muft continue 
to write : and as he was in a country where he was 
permitted to revile none but the Almiglily, the Al- 
HMghty he reviled. The prefeut of poifon he has 
fent to his " fellow-citizens" of America, is not 
therefore fo much the work, of choice as of necefhty. 
The Second Part of the Age of Reafoii he wrote for 
a living, and the Firfl. Part he wrote lor his life. 



* In/urrcHieii, rmehti'ait, eenfiitnthn, a knowledge in all thefe 
feems to t)e a neceflaty qualification in a profeflluot the Ri^hn of 
Man. Tom Faine tinilei itood the firft pcrfeftly well ; he had a 
fmauering of the-Jecond j but as to the ttiird, he was, and if alive 
if, totally ieouraat. 
' ■ Thofe 
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Thofe who pr-.fer a (cw years of life to every thing 
elfe, may find an excnfe for this degraded man : it 
is impofliblc for any of us to fay how we fliould adt 
at the foot of the guillotine. But what fliall be faid 
lo thofe, who, prcfied by neither danger nor want, 
make uncommon exertions to fpread his infamous 
performance among the ignorant part of (heir coun- 
trymen, and thereby fow in their minds the feeds of 
vice, inquietude, anddefpair? Again; deifts may 
iind fome apology for doing this; hut who will dare 
to become the apotogifi: of thofe bookiellers, who, 
profeflbrs of the Chriftian faith, throw out this bait 
of blafphcmy to catch unwary comers, and, fmiling 
at their fimplicity, pocket the dirty pence ? Such 
men (and they are but too numerous) are like the 
Hollander on the coaft of Japan, who, to outftrip 
others in trade with the natives, tramples on the 
crofs of his Saviour *, 



Epitaph on Tom Pahie-^. 

When the night who here lies hcneath the cold earth, 
Firft quitted the land that liad given him bin h, 
He commenc'd the apoille of bloodlhed and ftrife, 
^nd praftis'd the trade to the end of his life. 
Sedition and nonfenfe and lies ta difpeiife, 
He took up the title of •* OU Cemmea Stnfe ;" 
Taught poor honeft men how rich rogues to keep under, 
Excited to pillage, and fliai'd in the plunder; 
But when there no lonjjcr xvas plunder to fhare. 
His " common fenfe" led him tofeek it elfewhere. 
To his countrymen now he return'd back again. 
The wronger of rights and (he righter of men ; 

* 1 know a printer and bookfeller who has taken for his figti 
thepidure of the blafphemer Paine. This undoubtedly is to in- 
form the amateurs of inl'nrrettion and infidelity that they ma}* be 
fupptied within. It is no more than fair to impute this intention 
to him who hangs out Inch a fign. When Katttrfdla placed the 
pidtiireof the Devil over his door, it was to inform people that 
hell was to be feen in his lioiife. 

■f- At thd time this was written it was generally believed that 
Paijic was dead. 

He 
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He Told til em they ftili were a nation of flaves, 
That their king Was a fool, and his minifters knaves', 
And the only fure way for the people to thrive 
Was to leave neither one nor the other alive. 
But Thomas, who never knew wheti he fhould (top, 
"Went a little too far, and was catch'd oa the hap. 
In fhort, 't wasdetermin'd that poor Tom fliould lofe 
His ears at a poft, or bla life in a noofe. 
" Old Comman Senfe" boggles, then (kiilks out of fight, 
Then packs up his rags and decamps in the night. 
His arrival at Paris occafions a ffite, 
And he Radi in the den of alTafliiis a feat. 
Here he murders, and thieves, and makes laws for a feafon j 
Is cramm'd in a dungeon, and preaches up — " Rcafen;" 
Blafphemes the Almighty, lives in filth like a hog, 
Is abandon'd in death, and interr'd like a dog, 
Tom Paine for the Devil is furely a match : 
In hanging Old England he cheated Jack-Catch ; 
In France (the fiift tiine fuch a thing had been feeo) 
He cheated the watchful and (harp Guillotine ; 
And at laft, to the forrow of all the beholders. 
He "mareh'd out of life with his head on his flioulders. 



3»f 



Fremh GeneroftSy, 

On the 2,7th of April lafl, there appeared, m the 
Philadelphia Gazette, an order, fa id to he iffued by 
the French Conircntion (I lump the five Kings and 
Council of old ones and Council of young ones all 
together), to the commanders of their privateers, con- 
cerning the papers of Mr. Spillard^ the famous tra- 
veller. The [jcrlbn who fends this article to Mr. 
Broivn, requeds him to publifh it, as " it wfill be 
" acceptable to every friend of the French nation, and 
" of ufeful djj'coveries.''' 

Before we fay any thing about the order itfelf, we 
ought to obferve, that it is publiflied to give plea- 
fure to the friends of the French, by extolling 
Prench generojity. The friends of ufeful difcnveries 
too are to be obliged ; and the paragraphift feems to j 
ihint, that thofe who are friends of the latter muft ba' 
I of the former. 1 rauft allow that the French have 

made 
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made fevera! wiru'difcoveries, as, forinflance, forced 
loans, affignats, the rnaxtmuni, rcquifitions, rcvolu-- 
tionary tribunals, fcitivals to Reafon, drowning- 
boats, Ihoottng en maffe, and the renowned guillo- 
ttne. While S[>il!ard has been employed in exploring 
llie baok paits of America, the French have been 
rroploycd in cxplorinj^ both back and belly parts of 
the human body : they have been cutting off the 
breafls of women and fccrets of men; they have 
been tearing out the heart from the breaft, and tlie 
embryo from fhc womb. Tlicfe are certainly difco- 
vericfi ; but, I imagine, the " friends of France'* 
alone will think, ihem " it/efut" ones. 

Now to the generous order. After having run on 
a long while, in the ufual bombaftical cant of the 
Convention (but with hjs vaimtmg than formerly), 
the ordi'r fays : 

" As a philofophiral traveller, Jie knew the 
*' chances of war : he knew how fornudaUc the coii- 
*' rage uf the French was. By venturing on lea to 
'' reach his country, he undoubtedly puts his con- 
" fide nee in \hc getiero/i/y of z great repuhlic, found- 
*' ed upon the love of •virtue ^ thejriences, and nr/s. 

" No, Spilliird's. hope fliall not be in vain; and 
** to have rerapitnlaled here his intercfling labours, 
" is Itiriicicnt to be convinced of the readinefs of his 
" captors to allifl: the views of the Government, That 
" is a debt which they will acquit in the name of 
" the Republic, a great hjfon which they will give ta 
" our enemiesj and a great claim to the glory whirh 
" they will acquire ; for a good at^ion defcrves as 
" much as a great vidlory." 

The Convention could not, all at once, leave off 
their old llyle. We mult yet be dunned with the 
ffii-midabkuej's of French courage ; and poor Spiilard 
mnlt be called a philofopher, a name now fynony- 
mous with cut-throat. They muft yet keep up their 
cant about a great rej^uhUcy and their love of virtue 

and 
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and of llie arts and fciences. We have indeed leen 
fome few in^ancfs of the force of their genius, and 
of their application, in the di/iovcrJes above enume- 
rated ; but how long is it, I would be glad to know, 
iince they have become the patrons and proteflors 
of the arts and Jiiences ? 

1 have a book lying before me from which I fliall 
here borrow a fail or two. The library at Aney wa« 
crammed into hogtheads ; at Nar!)onne the books 
were fent to the arfenal ; at Fontaine le Dijon the 
library of the Feuillants was thrown afide as wafte 
paper. Many of the libraries of monks contained 
editions printed in the firft days ot' the art o( print- 
ing ; books, fold in France for a few crowns, were 
fold in london for 125 guineas. A clock m nutla- 
ehite was told for a trifle, though the only one ex- 
iliing. They mutilated or deftroyed all the famous 
ftatues, one in particular that en ft 2co,ooo livres. 
At Pont MoulTon, a large picture, wliich contioif- 
fcurs offered to cover with guineas as its price, was 
fold for lefs than two. At Nancy, in the I'pace of a 
few hours, they broke and burned to the value of 
100,000 crowns in books and pi^lures. At Lyons 
8co antique medals of gold were thrown into the 
crucible. The antiquities of Aries were deftroyed 
to come at faltpetre. 

One member of this Vandal Convention propoftd , 
to defiroy the portal of St, Denis ; another wamted' 
to kill all the rare animals in theMufeum of Natu- 
ral Hiftory ; a third faid he did not like learned men, 
and that the term was fynonymons with aritiocrat ; 
a fourth propofed, that foldiers might be promoted 
to generals, without being able to write : to con- 
clude, one of thele monllers laid, that all mc?i of 
genius Jhould be gmUot'med. 

Thele are lovers of the arts and tciences ! Thcle 
are the Repreleiitatives of that great republic to 

whofe 
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whole generous forbearance SptJlttrd is lo owe the 
recovery of his papers. Amazing change ! Thefe 
people, who burnt i/orrtfff and /'7/y;7 becaule they 
had been encouraged by kings, and who deftroyed 
the royal library, merely bccaufe it was royal, are 
BOW uliiig their utmoft endeavours to prcferve the 
papers of SpUlard for the life of a king, and, oh 
ye gods ! for a King of England too ! — a " defpot," 
wilb whom they were " never to make peace, till 
" he begged it on his knees, with a halter about hia 
" neck !" 

Kind, forgiving, generous fellows ! How are they 
reformed ! They who, in tlie beginning of the war, 
feizcd on the properly, even to the very clothes, of 
all the Brililh fubjeCTs who happened to be in 
France, and threw their pcrlbns into loatbfome pri- 
fons, where hundreds of them perifhed ; they who, 
in the days of their fucnj's, ifTued a decree for mur* 
dcring every Briton taken in the field of aftion % 
they, wbofe cannibal agents dug the half- rotten 
body of the brave General Duvdas from llie grave, 
and hung it on a gibbet — yes, thefc very people are 
now uncommonly folicitous to favc, for an Englifh 
gentleman, the little memorandums he may have 
made in his travels ! 

How Ihall we pofiibly account for all this ? Let 
us fee if the clofing lenience of the extract T have 
given from their order, will not throw foroe light 
on the matter. " This will," fay they, " give a 
" great lejfon to our enemies ; for a good a&ion defer vca 
" as inuch as n great -vii^lary." So, fo ; daddy Mer~ 
iin is coming round, is he ? A great leilbn of gene- 
rojiiy is to be given to their enemies, and this good 
ad ion is to yield them as much as a great vidtor}' ? 
This is what you may call coaxing, No, no ; none 
of your good adtions ; keep ihem for your friends, 
and your great viflories for your enemies. 

And 
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And do I live to fee the Grande Convention Fran- 
fo'tfe wheedling " the nation of Jhof keepers?'"' — the 
people of that devpted Carthage, which they pro- 
mifed us they would dell roy ! They may wheedle 
long enough : Pitt has not forgotten that his head 
was to be brought before them, as a preliminary to 
any peace they might grant to the " fiiopkeeping 
** nation :" he has not forgotten that they guillotined 
him in effigy along with his Royal Maficr." 

When the reader compares their patronage of the 
arts and fciences, in their own country, and their 
^CTz^ro^/yftiown towards the Englifh, in their pro- 
fperous days, with their pretended motives let forth ill 
this generous order, I am perfuaded he will attribute 
their change of conduft to the proper caule. 

.Pray, then, Mr. Brown, the Gazette-man, let us 
hear no more of your French generofity. For Ihame, 
Sir ! how can you fufFer your fine large Gazette to 
talk about French virtue ? Tell your corrcfpondent, 
if he ihould peller you with fuch another paragraph, 
that the bore is difcovered ; tell him that the "friends 
" of France" are very much reduced in numbers, 
and are daily and hourly decrealing. Tell him, above 
all, that nothing can keep the fans-culotte caufe 
alive but an immediate fupply of the ready; that 
the " friends" of France" are not to be fatisficd 
with -mere founds of generoftty, that fraternity 
and flattery go but little way at the fliambles or 
the grog-fliop ; and that, in Ihort, flour-merchants 
or not flour-merchants, they all prefer " folidpud- 
** ding to empty praife." 



Remarks on the poetical Works of John Swanwick of 
Philadelphia. 

In the laft Cenfor I made my readers a fort of 
half promife to give ttiem fome account of the poeti- 
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cal works of Mr. Swanwick ; and I am now prepar* 
ing to fulfil it. 

Thefe works arc as yet confined to a poem, which 
is to be found in the Gentleman's Magazine for 
June, 1795, pu^li^cd by Sylvanus Urban, of the 
city of London. The reader will be furprifed that A 
poem, written in Philadelphia, ftiould be exported 
to England for publication : I was and am yet fur- 
prifed at this; and fiill more, that Citizen Swan- 
wick fhould lend his works to the editor of a Gen- 
tJe>nati& Magazine. , He had heard, I prefume, that 
this is the repofitory of mofl: of the little fugitive 
pieces written by men of learning and genius, and 
lb he condcfcended to enrich it with a piece of his 
own. This was certainly generous in him, if we 
recoUoft what a hatred he has for all that is gentle- 
munlike. 

The poem is entitled, " The Pfofped of feeing 
** the Fine Arts flourifii in America." After hav- 
ing fpoken of the epoch when the artifis of Ame- 
rica fliall flay at home " to finifli the glories of the 
" rifen day of Columbia," our author, by a happy 
tranfition, turns our eyes to what we already pof- 
fcfs : 

" But fee vAaxJlcwrets we already claim, 

" What lovely h(irbinp-ers of future fame ! 

" Behold philofoihy's bright temple rife, 

" And fanes to learning every where furprife; 

" What fchcnui of charity the foul excite 

" To afts of bounty and unmix'd delight ' 

" Some to the jail nuttb pitying Jleps repair, 

" To miniller to •vjoes that languijb there ; 

" Others the bed of raging iUhefsfmooth, 

" And the worft pangs of )Mi\n2Laforrowufooth" 

Thus, ihen, fchemes of charily, viftting the jail, and 
nmijierivg to thafick, are, by Mr. Swanwick, called 
'* Jiowrets, the lovely harbingers of fame ;" and 
hence arc to Ipring the fint arts. Never did I be- 
fore 
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.fore hear \\\?A poor-houfes, jails, and^ck-beJs were 

S laces for cultivating or encouraging the jfine arts. 
Ir. Swanwick may there pracHife fine arts, perhaps 
fuch as are neceflary to gain him votes at anelecSiion ; 
thefe are very fine arts indeed. But flop ; there arc 
more of thefe arts to come yet : 

' Some to fair Freedom U-ving altars ralfe, ■. 
And bid the negro celebrate her praife ; 
Others \!as farmer with their cares embrace. 
And pay due homage to his ufefiil race ; 
Some manufaBurers and their am protect, 
Others humane efiablifliments eredt. 
But ceafe the Mufe ! " 

Our poet alludes to the iV<?^ro Society, or Abolition 
Society, as it is called ; and 1 am ready to allow it a 
place among the harbingers of the fine arts. This 
fociety is, indeed, a nurfery for fome of the fineft 
arts ever pra<Stifed either in Europe or America. But 
how comes our author to number farming and manu- 
faSiuring among his fine arts ? Ploughing and grub- 
bing, and making anchors and cables, or grinding 
fnuff, or boiling up fugar ; thefe do not feem to me 
to bey?«« arts. After thefe come " humane ejlablijh- 
" mentsi" and, though thefe had been before enu- 
merated, Mr. Swanwick muft thus fum them up to- 
gether, andexprefs them over again, for fear we 
ihould imagine that he did not look on them as 
mere tricks of art. Mercy on us ! Who ever heard 
before, that humane eflablilhments vvere among the 
hot-beds of the fine arts ? 

So much for the vein of abfurdity running through 
this metre — now to the nonfenfe. 

MiniJieTing to woes may be a fine art ; but when 
we are told that thefe woes lajiguijh, what are we 
Xo think of the fine artifl ? To Jangmjh is to fim 
away, to droop, iofmk under affiiQioh. Now, can it 
be faid that a woe ^ines and droops? Let us change 

D D a the 
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the principal words in this line for luch as are lyno- 
nymous with ihem, but rather more familiar, an(l3 
U we fhall be Itruck, nny, knocked down with th» 
Donfcnfc — 

" To fuecanr pjiits that pint in the jail." 

I could fay fomethlng about ihc rag'mjr illnefs of 
fdjrozVf and forrow Jtrelchei uprin a M/too; but I 
haften on to the Jhm-^ altars of Frewlom. The poet 
tells us, that the Slave Society raife living altars to 
Freedom, and then b"d tlte negroes celebrate her 
praife. Now, what are thcfe living altars f Why, 
the perfons freed, the ragroes theinfolves % and fo, 
thefc kind gcntlcnicn bid the aflars praife the god- 
defs,' Tbey will flaiid in no need of priefls, at any 
rale, 

Wilh refpe(5l to iht. farmer, I will leave it to the 
experience and good feufe of the reader to deter- 
mine, whether it be either uiiial or tilting to^^jy ho- 
mage to the race of him iv//cw zi'i- have taken under 
vur care mid patronage. Our poet often makes ufe of 
figures of rhetoric, but that of {he. gaUimatiu is the 
only one he has perfectly at comnmud. It requires 
neither learning nor talle to difcover that he has a 
plentiful lack of both. 

Bath'r, in remarking on the verfes of the woul3-, 
lie pocls of his lime, fays tliey made one line for? 
/?tt/? and one for rhyme. It is certain that this is 
u moO lure mark of flerility ; but our little man 
goes a ftep further, or rather falls a flcp fhort, of 
this : he has one line for f/iyme, and the other for 
2ionlenfc. 

This piece of rhyming profe I do not fcniple to 
pronounce the moft mi)i;rable attempt at verfifica- 
tion that ever appeared in the Gentleman's Ma- 
^aitiue; nor can I peiluade myfelf that the editor 
would ever have aduiitted it without a douceur. It 

appeared. 
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appeared, indeed, to have experienced tome couii- 
derablc delay ; for it is dated in 1 788, Certain I 
am, thatif oldSylvanus Urban liad been acquainted 
witli our little autbor's priiKi[)le3 in politics, he ne- 
ver would have lliffcrcd his chiming to enter his re- 
pofitory. 

Had this piece been fcratched out in a hurry, and 
fent away to tlic newfpaper, one might have winked 
at its faults, one nfiight have yawned over its infipi- 
dity, and thifivvn italide ; but here is a ftudied trjsp 
for fame; this poor dull morfel had been copied 
over a hundred times, perhaps, before it was fent all 
the way to Old England. I think I lee rbc little 
poet now, fcni telling his bead and gnawing his 
per), telling bis fingers and fearching his rhyme- 
book. Alas ! Mr. Swanwick, people do not mnke 
poetry this way. They may hammer out lines till 
they clink; butastg poetry, it never was hammered 
out of a dull brain. 

What is moft laughable, is, to hear the little man 
calling out upon the Muje — " But ceafe the Mufe /'' 
As much as to fay that the Mufe had infpired the 
fmall-beer verfcs we have sBove cxtradted ! It is 
I with rapture I hear Milton invoke the heavenly 
Mufe, or Shakefpcare wilhing for a Mufe of fire j 
but when, at the end of fifty lines of vapid metre, 
J hear the little whiffling poetal'ter calling on his 
Mufe to ceafe her courfe, a fneer contratts tlie mul- 
cles of my nofc, In fpite of all my complaifancc and 
compaffion. 

\{ Mr. Swanwick reckons the noble art, taught 
by the famous Martinns Scrihkrus, I me^n the art 
of fluking in poetry ; if he reckons this among the 
fine arts, I congratulate him on having brought it to 
perfe6tion, for he has certainly rolled from the very 
bottommofi fiep of the Bathos. 

Thus it is to be a pretender to univerfal genius, 
without having any genius at all, Inflead of get- 
D D 3 ting 
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ting renown, a man gets himfelf laughed at. It is 
a real* misfortune. Mr. Swanwick might have been 
happy all his days as a tidt-ivuiter ; but, from his 
dabbling in a variety of arts for which he is not cal^ 
culatrd, he will moft probably preferve through 
life that rharadler fo defpicable among partifans— 
*' a Jack of all trades, and mqfter of none." 



French Fraternity. 

Since the autumn of 1793, we have heard talk 
about little elfc than Britifh depredations on the 
American commerce. Moft of the newspapers have 
been crammed with philippics againfl: the Britifh 
Government on this account ; the nation have been 
called thieves, and their King the great fea-robbfcr. 
This was not very decent language ; but even this 
was furpafTed by certain memliers of Congrefs, who 
fcemed to vie with each other in the ufe of that fort 
of rhetoric ufually called BUUngfgate. I have their 
Ijpeechcs now b.efore me, but the extra<fts I would 
\vilh to give from them are too lengthy, and I 
Ihould be lorry to mutilate fuch elegant com- 
pofitions. 

I am the lafl on earth that would attempt to juftify 
injuflice; 1 cannot therefore be thought to approve 
of the depredations of the Britifh ; but at the fame 
time I know they have been a thoufand times falfely 
accufed, that every art has been made ufe of to ex- 
aggerate their violences, that the number of vcfTels 
taken by them has been counted fifty times over, and 
that language has been imputed to them which they 
never held. 

Nor can the Britifh be juftificd by faying that 
they have done no more than imitate the French ; 
but we mull be petmitted to wonder that the depre- 
dations of one nation fhould excite fuch a lively re- 
fentment as to pufh the country within a hair's 

breadth 
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' Weadtli of a war, while equal depredations 011 the 
part of France iTioiitd excite not the lead difcoutent, 
except among the merchants immediately feci 111;:; the 
lof<i, At the very moment that the members of Con- 
grefs were execrating the fea-robbers of Brtiaiii, and 
ordering Geocral Confi (cation and Admiral Embargo 
to take up arms ajxainft them ; at this very moment 
the depredations of our dear, generous, JiHmi.:m;mv.\ 
fiire-Jingcred allies had committed greater havoc 
and a6fs of difhonetly than "the King of pirates" 
(to ufe a Icgiflative exprcfiion) or his Iiibjects had 
ever done, I have In another work quoted the Re- 
port delivered to the Houfc of Rcprclbnlativcs on 
this fubjetSt, ftating " that the French had not only 
" been guilty of depredatiofis equal to thqfe of Xhc Bri- 
*' tiih, but that they had, befivlcs, violated the 
" treaty between the two countries, and had, 
" moreover, cheated the American merchants by 
" difcharging in depreciated affignats a contraiit 
" which fhould have been difLhargcd in coin." 

When this Report came to be examined, every un~ 
corrupted man was a (Ion i died to hear members falJ 
upon the Britifh tooth and nail, while they were 
ready to give the batftr fraternel to the robbinsr Car- 
magnoles. One faid, that as to tiie depredations 
of France, "fome idloivance muft be made tor a great 
" nation, combatting in the caufe ofld^ertyy and that 
" he made no doubt that magnanimous people would 
** be ready to make every jurt compenfalion." This 
was the reafoning of tholc times, and fo an Envoy 
was feat to obtain rcdrefs from Britain, and wliich 
by the treaty is obtained ; but Ibmc allowance was 
made for file |rfrt/ nation who was lighting in the 
caute of liberty, and therefore all account again ft 
her died away. 

The merchants, however, though generally pai'- 
tlal enough towards {\\Qgnmde Reptddique, liill recot- 
lc<5lcd the l«fs which has been ever fince increafin^r. 
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Thefe men are too well arquaiiited with book-keep- 
jn? lo be real good republicans a la Fiuti^oife. They 
were as ready as any body *' to makefime al/owcmces^^ 
for the exceifcs of tlie French, provided always that 
thofe allowances did not come out of their pockets. 
Their exceffcsin the Low Countries, their robbing of 
the merchants at Arallerdaoi, fet the bells to ringing 
at Philadelphia ; but when they came lo lay their 
fraternal fingers on the Philadelphians themfelves, 
oh ! then they were fad rogues, and fo the merchants 
fend a Memorial to Congrefs. — Now we lliall hear 
their own hiflory of the affair. 

" The MemQrinl, &c. reJfeStfuUy psoii<eih^ 
" That the Memorialifts, and divers others ki the 
" regular courl'e of their trade in the years 1793, 
" 1794j and 1795, invcfled large fums of money in 
" provifions and other mcrchandifes fuitcd to the 
" Weft Indian market, and fent them thilher, where 
** many cargoes were fold to the officers of Colonial 
" Adniiniftralion of the Republic of France, to be 
*' paid for in cafh or colonial produce; many others 
'< were taken by force by the faid ofhcers, from the 
'* fupercargoes and confjgnees, at prices arbitrarily 
'* fxed by ikatifches, to be paid for in produce at rates 
** and terms of credit fixed at their plea fure ; and 
" that oihers have been arrefted on the highfeas, car- 
" ricd into their ports, and taken for the ufe of the 
" Republic, without any flipulatcd price orcontraft; 
" that your Memorialifts confidently beheve that 
" the amount of property belonging to the citizens 
•'of the United States, thus delivered to and taken 
*' by the adminiftrative bodies of the French Repub- 
" lie in the Weft Indies, exceeds t-wo millions of dot' 
*' lars noiv in arrear, for which your Memorialifls 
" and others concerned have no mode of obtaining 
*• paymetit, fatisfaction, or redrefs. That the ufual 
*' courie is, alter taking the cargo by force and 

" durcfsj 
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" durcfs, to detain the vcfTcls under pretence of pay- 
*' ing in produce, until tiic mailers and crew*- arc 
** wearied wiih idlcnels, fickncfr, dfi\3.\% and ivfiJt^ 
" io as to be willing to return citheraltogcllier witli-^H 
" out pay, or ultli I'ucb linall portions thereof, asr V 
** fcarcely to pay the freight and charges oecationed 
" by tbelc long delays ; whereby in motV inftances 
" the whole capital has been left behind; and in 
*• thole inftaiices where a contideraiile part of the 
" cargo has been paid for in coloni.d produce, the 
" expenfes of demurrage have contumad almoll the 
" whole, as by vouchers ready to be hiid before the 
" Houfc or a Committee thereof will abundantly ap- 
" pear, 

" Your Memorialifls further iliow, that fome of 
•* the earliell fufferers among them applied perfon- 
*• ally and by memorials to Clltzens Gfneiy Faucheff 
'-' and ^dei^ the firji attd Jacceedwg M'lmjiers of I he 
•' Frmch Republic, for redreft, wiil/out ol'taimng it. 
** They alio applied by memorial to the Prehdcnt 
*< of the United States, who referred ihcm to the 
" Secretary for the department of State, whofc ad- 
" ■vice they purfued in committing their claims to 
•* James Monroe, Efq. Minifler Plenipotentiary of 
" the United States to the Republic of France, at 
" the time of his erabarkalion. That aJtbough your 
*' Memorial ills are perfeitly fatislied tliat the cxc- 
• " cutive authority of the Union hath done all with- 
" in its power to procure rcdrefs to your Mcmorial- 
" ills, yet it has not hadthcdeilrcdetFecil. 

" Your Memorialifls further rcprcfcnt that they 
*• had hoped that fome arrangement would have 
" been alVented to, whereby the debt due from the 
*' Republic of France to the citizens of America 
" might have been difcharged out of the debt due 
" to her from the United blates, and under this 
" expetiation they exercifid patience ; but finding 
•' that money funded and iramferi'ed to an tigent of 
i •' the 
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" the Republic, all hope from that refource is va- 
" niflied. 

•' Your Memorialifls feel the more concern, that 
*' while provijton has been made by the Executive of the 
" Union for obtaining from other nations a redrefs for 
" fpoliations committed on their commerce, no mea- 
" fures adopted have been fuCccfsftil for procuring 
" limilar fatisfadion from that nation which the 
" merchants of this have fhown/o decided an aJfeSlion 
" to, by fupplying their iflands with provilions and 
" neceflaric- at a greater rifk than attended any otl'er 
*' branch of their trade — fupplies that were abfolutely 
" nccclfary to their colonies, and which fhey could 
" from no other place nor in any other manner bo 
'* furnifhed with, 

" Yogr Mcmorialifts therefore pray that tiie Le- 
" giflature will take their fufFcring cafe into conli- 
" deration, and afford them fuch relief and protec- 
'• tion as to their wifdom fliall feem confifteut with 
" right and jufiice." 

Some people will pity and others will laugh at 
thefe Memorialiti^s : the French republicans will be 
among (he latter. Upon my word, it was very cruel 
of our dear allies : after having received fuch proofs 
of our " ib decided ajJ'cSlion,'' to cheat and infult us 
even more than the "great fea-robber" did! After 
the patriotic and affecSlionate captains had run the 
gauntlet, as it were, to get into the ports of their 
dear friends and allies to fave them from flarving, 
how filly they mull look to have their cargoes feized, 
and be tliemfclves thrown into a dungeon ! This 
was often the cafe. I have once before faid that the 
Carmagnoles called them, les capltaines a coup de 
baton, or caned captains ; juft as their Convention 
called the Pruffians, Irs foldats a coup de bdton, or 
caned fjldlers. Indeed they did often beat and kick 
thclc captains ; and though the poet tells us that fuch 
kind of blows wound honour more than any other, 
yet we Jiave never heard this called a national dif- 
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grnce : on tlic contrar}% the more thefe fellows were 
kicked, tlicloudfr did they cry Loj/g live the Republic! 
and tlic more lies did they bring us in her favour. 

The hearts of tlie patriots at home partook of the 
infcnlibility of the backs and pofteriors of the gal- 
lant roariners ; and had it not been for this after-dap 
Memorial of the merchants, the whole would have 
funk into oblivion. 

Some perfons of extraordinary patriotifra went fo 
far as to apologize for the conduct of the French ; 
as thus : " The mother-country, engaged in combat- 
" ting defpotifm at home, and endeavouring to calm 
" thole troubles which exift in her bofom, cannot 
" pay futficient attention to the filling the offices in 
" the iflands with honcrt and upright chara<5lers, 
" otherwife tliey certainly would not fufFer the con-- 
*• dudt purfued. This is proved by the honourable 
" and very ample payment for damages and demurrage 
" made to Americans detained in their ports. They 
" arc therefore not implicated in the charge of dc- 
" prcdalion." (Seethe Aurora of 28th May, 1795.) 

Now Great Britain was at war in Europe as well as 
France was ; why then was not the fame apology ap- 
plicable to her ? But this apologtft fays, that ample 
payment v:as viade for damages, &c. If this be true, 
the Mcmorialitts arc miftaken, for they fay there are 
/ceo W/////&WJ of dollars yet unpaid in May, 1796. I 
know very well tliat the French promifed to pay 
amply : I recoiled: that when Mr. Randolph's Re- 
port (the fubftance of which I have above noticed) 
was publilhed, it was accompartied with a note from 
liis intimate friend Fauchet, declaring the readinefs of 
the French Republic to make immediate compenfa- 
tion. This had the defired effect ; for though a 
finglc farthing will never be paid, the declaration 
was looked upon as an acknowledgment of the debt, 
and as a lecurity for the future; while the Engl ifh 
Miniftcr, not daring to make a promtfe which he 

was 
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was iiot fnrc would be fulfil led, was obliired to re- 
main lilctit, and his iilence was conlidercd as a proof 
that hi 15 comt not only anthori?xd, but was refolved^ 
to continue its depredations. But how deceitful are 
appearances ! lie that proratlcs every thing pays 
nothing, and he that promifes nothing pays cvcryf 
thina[. 

Either the apologilt tells us a falfehood, or tlio-1 
merchants tell us one. I have no fjrcat inclination 
to interfere with the matter: I leave them to fettle it 
between tlicmll-ivcs ; or if they fhould be obliged to 
caM in an umpire, none is lb proper as the dear na- 
tion for whom they both have " fhown to decided 
*' an aftcctioii," 



New Difcoverles in the Regions of Corruphon, 

In the in trod I] ft ion to this work, I proraifed the 
public " to give an account of every democratic 
" trick, whether of native growth or imported from 
" abroad, to unravel ail the windings of the pre- 
*' tended patriots, and more particularly thoic of the 
" flour-merchants." Under this engagement, I fhould 
think myfelf inexcufable, were 1 to remain fjlcnt at 
a time when, if new plots are not abfolutcly difco- 
Tertd, fuch are talked of in a manner calculated to 
excite general curloilty. 

Satisfied in rny own mind, as I have long been In 
the habit of declaring, that there is a numerous fac- 
tion in this country a£ting under French influence, 
and even i^ French pay, I mult naturally rejoice at 
the difcovcry of whatever promifes to be more fuc- 
ccfstul than any thing I have hitherto been able to 
lay in convincing the people of the exiflence of this 
fadion. Under this imprefEon it is that 1 publifh 
tiie following article from ihc Minerva of New-York, 
and lliat I ^dd luch obfervatlons as appear to me per- 
tinent. 

Exlra3 
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SxtraSi of a Letter from an jfmsricaUf dated Parist 
Feb. 14, 1796. 
" Could you imagine, my dear Sir, that any Amc- 
** rican citizens could be fo abandoned as to invite 
*' France to attempt, by coercion, to prevent the 
*• free cxercifc of the judgment of our couiilry con- 
*' cerning its own intercfts, and to awe it info a fiir- 
" render of its own opinion to ihe mnndate of a fo- 
" icign country ? Yet to the fadl undoubtedly is, — ■ 
*• Infiue»tiii/ i/ii-n u;i your fide of the ivater have m- 
" vtted the French Government tofpeak to ows a decided 
" language agamfi the execution of the treaty with 
Great Britain, and even to go fo far as to claim our 
' guarantee of the French Weji Indies ; placing before 
m the alternative of war with France or Great Bri- 
tain. The idea has been liitcned to by the Go- 
vernment, and it has b("en in contemplation to 
'* lend a new Miniilcr with a fleet to carry the plaa 
'* into efTed : though I am inclined to hope that 
*• it liiHlieen recently laid afide. The extreme em- 
** liarrairments of the affairs of their country, ef- 
** pecially with regard to its finances, and more fe- 
*' rious reficftions on the hazard of driving us into 
*• an cle£tioD to take fide with Great Britain, as 
" well from the expofed flate of our commerce, 
" as from the refcntmcnt which fo dicSlatorial a coa- 
" dv}6\ would naturally infpire, have at lall produced 
" a halt; and I truft that the helitation which has 
" begun, will end in a refoltition not to rifle fo un- 
'' juft and Co mad a proceeding. Would to heaven 
" that the war was at an end ! For we 111 all not be 
*' fafc from the machinations of this wicked portion 
'* of the globe till that event takes place. Juftice 
" and morality have fled from Europe-^but, alas ! 
" arc they flying from America alfo ? / dare nat 
" trtijl to this mode of conveyance the ferfins fiippofed So 
'* /'t the authors of this nefarious plot. But a tew 

*' months 
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" months may enable me to make the difclofure 
** with more certainty, ivhere 1 can do it with perfeSl 
" fifetyr 

This intelligence, if true, at once decides the 
quefi ion of French influence and corruption; it is 
therefore of the utmoll importance to form a correct 
opinion concerning it. Let us llrfl fee what claims 
the letter itfelf has to authenticity, and then whether 
the alarming information it contains be corroborated 
by facts already known. 

The Gazette in which this extract firft appeared is 
remarkable for its impartiality. The editor is a man 
of much experience in his bufinefs, and enjoys a 
high reputation for candour and underftanding. It 
is not probable that fuch a man thould be deceived 
with relpcdl to the authenticity of the letter, and it 
is ftill lefs probable, that he Ihould be prevailed on 
to print it, not believing it authentic. The manner, 
too, in which he introduces it to the public, feeras 
to me to be a tlrong proof of his perfuafion, that it 
would be foon followed up with a more explicit ac- 
count. Indeed, had he not believed that the whole 
affair muft finally come to light, it is hardly credible 
that he would have hazarded a piece of intelUgcnce 
refledting fuch indelible difhonour on a portion of 
his countrymen, and not capable ,of anfwcring any 
good purpol'e whatever. 

The editor has never fliown himfelf the enemy 
of France. He has not, indeed, like hundreds of 
others, approved of the mali'acres in that country ; 
but the iniiant thofe maliac res ceafed, he contributed 
his dole of praife to the triumphant moderates. — 
He was among the firtl to oppofe the principles of 
the pretent Conftitution in France to thofe of our Ja- 
cobins ; and though he was miftakcn here, though he 
was oppoiing mifchicf to mil'chief, the mifiake proves 
that the prefent French Government had his appro- 
bation ; and as it ftill continues the fame, it mutt titll 

have 
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have that approbation. There is then no reafon to 
fuppofc that he would lend his hand to a fabrication 
tending to difcrcdit the French Government. In 
truth, he is over-cautious in fpcaking of it. If the in- 
telligence be true, the hardeft terms be has for the 
condudl: of fuch an infamous and treacherous nature 
are, " unkindnefs and imprudence" A man who could 
io far get the better of the feelings he muft enter- 
tain upon the fight of this intelligence, is rather to 
be fufpci^^cd of a partiality for, than againft the 
French Government. 

The editor of the Minerva has, *t is true, been a 
bold and able defender of the Britifh treaty ; be might 
therefore be fuppofcd to be anxious for its fuccefs, 
as all men are zealous in a caute they have decided- 
ly efpouied ; but this caufe flood no longer in need 
of fupport when the extract appeared, the treaty 
having pafled the Houfe of Reprefentatives flxteen 
days before. Had this intelligence been a mere in- 
vention to flir the people up againft the Oppofition, 
or rather againft their deftrudtive projedls, it fliould 
have made its appearance at the time when peti- 
tions were handing about for and againft the treaty. 
At that time fuch a battery might have been opened 
to good purpofc ; but after the treaty was ihnc^ioned, 
it would have been playing it off upon the defeated 
and the dead. 

In Ihort, there is no reafon whatever to fuppofe, 
that the editor would have publiftied the extraft, 
believing it a fabrication ; and as it is almoft im- 
poftible he fhould be duped by any fabricator, we 
muft believe it authentic, efpecially when we fee the 
intelligence contained in it ftrongly corroborated by 
fads already moft clearly and unequivocally afcer- 
tained. 

It is certain that every American who loves his 

country, and who confequently feels a deep concern 

I for 
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for its honour, muft be fired with indignation upon 
bearing that " certain influential men on this fide of 
»< the water had invited the French Grovernment to 
** force the Government of America to fet afide the 
•' treaty, and that the French rulers had liftencdto 
" the propofal ;" but the editor of the Minerva mufl: 
excufe me, if I think it rather furprifing, that hd 
ihould imagine either one or the other " impoffible.'* 
Says he, " It feems irapoffiblc that any American 
«' Citizens (hould be fo loft to all fenfe of virtue 
" and duty, as to endeavour to bring upon their 
« country ft) great an evil ; and it feems lefs pro- 
•< bable, that the Government of France fhould fo 
«« far forget our rights as an independent nation, 
•* and l)e fo unmindful of the fpirit and genius of 
*' freedom, as to he difpofed to follow the pernicious 
*' advice." Now the truth is, that what is' here re- 
prcfontcd as next to irapoflible, is no more than a 
continuation of what we have been witnefTes of du- 
ring four fucceffive years. 

In order to form a correct opinion as to the pro- 
bability of the truth of the intelligence from Paris, 
we rauft go back to the epoch when the ruinous and 
ruined French nation was firft called a Republic *, 
and trace down the chain of the machinations of its 
tyrants to the moment when the hoftile determina- 
tion, the tie pins ultra of impudence and of perfidy, 
is faid to have been formed. 

When Bri/Jot and his colleagues declared war 
againft Great Britain, Holland, and Spain, they 
formed the plan of forcing this country to make a 
common caule with them. For this purpofe Citizen 
Genet was fent out to replace Mr. Tcrnantj bring- 
ing with him the necelfary inftrudtions, and the 



• I fay called, becaufe France is no more a Republic in reality 
than Turkey or Morocco, or any other defpotic ftate. 

fiiU 
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lill more nccelfary rouleaux of kuis-d'on*. As it 
^ytas forefccn that Ihe Executive of the United States 
would refolutely oppole the overtures for war, Genet 
was to cftcA hy force what could not be effefted by 
pcrfuafion. If the Government of America was 
ready to aid the caufe of France, it was to be reipedled, 
but if not, it was to be deftroyed by ftirring up the 
people to oppoHtion. 

Inftead, therefore, of coming diretlly to the feat 
of Government, the Citizen landed at one of the 
ports the mofl diftant from it, and in a part of the 
Union the moft likely to be led afVray by his fcduc- 
tive and fcditious arts. On his arrival he found a pro- 
clamation of neutrality, ftriflly forbidding the peo- 
ple of theft; States to do any thing contrary to theit 
duty as a nation at peace with all the world; but, 
in place of acknowledging this right of a neutral 
nation, wliat did he do ? He ifTued letters of marque 
nnd military commiflions : by fea he fent Americans 
to cruife on the Britilh, and by land to invade the 
Spanith dominions. His journey through the fouth- 
ern States was a kind of triumphal proceflion, and 
he at latl made his public entry at Philadelphia 
more like a viceroy or a conqueror than a foreign 
roinil^er. 

His introdudlory letter to the Secretary of State . 
was a clear declaration of his intentions. " When," 
fays be, " the emifTaries of our cwumn etiemies are 
*' making nfilefs efforts to neuiralize the gratitude of 
■" your fellow- citizens," &c. This language was 
an unequivocal proof that he defpifed the Prefident • 



* Some time aool had a note fent me, giving an account of 
the depofit as welfas the removal of certain muUaux, accompa- 
nied with a poemj entitled, " The Confeffions of FraH^eii Leuii- 
" li'pr." The author has my thanks for both; but want of room 
has delayed their publication for the prefect. 

VOL. III. E E and 
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and his proclamation of neutrality, and that he de- 
jpendcd on the |ieopIe fur fupport. Accordingly, his 
^ndeavours were ail dirc6ted towards this one objedt, 
l^xciling difcontcnt and difobedience. 

Thole who had fucceeded in deftroying one Go- 
iycrnment by the infernal agency of Jacobin clubs, 
[Jcncw their utility too well to negletl^t employing 
j Jhem againii another. The Jacobins bad hurled th^ 
King of France from his throne, and the dcmocrata 
inight hurl General Wafhington from his ciiair. It 
is uJmething truly fingular, that a celebrated aflro' 
ftomer and a Secretary of Slate, ftiould be the Preji- 
dent and Secretary of the mother- club in each coun- 
try ; it is, however, a (&&, BalUy and Dumour'ie% 
once filled thofe honourable polts in France, as 
David Hiltenhouje and A. J. Dal/as did in the firfl 
club that was ibrmed in America. 

On the plan, and at the recommendation of the 

J mother-club at Philadelphia, others were formrd all 

|, over the Union. Their affiliations were as perfect in 

their nature as thofe of the Jacobins in France, or 

^of the reformers in England and Scotland, and the 

^principles and obje£t of all were the fame. It would 

[ be tedious to enter into a detail of their manoeuvres, 

and difagreeable alfo, as it would not fail to bring 

to mind the condufl of many perfons who now with 

their folly to be forgotten. 

When the Citizen faw that the clubs were become 
numerous, and thought that things were ripe, he 
made an open avowal of his intentions of " appeal- 
ing from the Prefident to the people." This prc- 
Tcipitant avowal, didiated by French vanity, happily 
difconcerted all his plans. The hectoring Minifler 
was miflaken ; he thought he had the poor doltilh 
Farilians to deal with, but he was foon convinced 
of the contrary. The people of America, thousjh 
k- their partiality for the French natioxij and their ftill 
» greatcB 
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fjrcalcr parfialKy for what they then imagined to be 
the caufe of freedom, had led them into innume- 
rable fooleries, and difiin(5tions as unwlfeas unjuft, 
fhowcd, when it came to the trial, that they had 
too much love for their country, and for (heir friend 
and father, to efpoufc the caufe of a man who aimed 
at the deftrudtion of both *. 

From the moment the infolent Briflbtonian found 
himfelf baffled, his myrmidons began to cry havock. 
They attacked the citizens of Charleflon at the door 
of their playhoufe, cut the traces of their coacll- 
liorfcs, wounded tbveral perfons, and, if I am not 
mlftakcn, killed one or two. The militia were called 
out, and the city was flruck. with terror. Not long 
after an American had his fkiiU cleft on board of one 
of their veflcls, for a pretended htjuh to their tri-ea- 
i&ured cockade. Many perfons of this city of Philadel- 
phia had the mortification to fee their peace-officers 
hacked with fwords in the middle of the flreet-^. 
And yet we are now told, that '* it feeras mpojftbie 
" that the Government of France ihould attempt 
*' any thing again ft our neutrality." 

I know I fliall he told here to make a diftinflion 
between tlie rulers in France and their miniftcrs id 
this country ; and I would do this, if I faw the leaft 
reafun for lb doing ; if I were not well convincecT 
that the latter have in no cafe furpafied their in- 
ftrutSlions. The friends of the French Government 
make this diftinttion, and tell us that Genet was 



* The French republicans atTcrt, with their ufual infotence, 
that the /to//? of this country tiegan to exprefa their diflike to 
Genet only when they found he whs recalled. This is falfe, Th« 
democratic fncicties indeed played him this trick; butthe/w//* 
expreflcd their deteftation of his condiift, and that mod unequi- 
vocally too, the inftant he talked of his afipeal 

t How all the offenders came to efcape putiiftiment is a queftion 
to be put to the Governor of Pennfylvaoia and othen, who ought 
to have feea the laws executed, 

s S 2 TieaC^ed 



4ao . POLITICAL CENSOR, No. IV. 

recalled for his roifcondii<£V. The turbulent Minifter 
was indeed difphced; but the manner of doing this 
fully proves, that it was a matter of expediency and 
not of choice. His mailers, and the mafters .of un- 
happy France, could not rejeft the Prefident's rc- 
quefl-, without dilgufting the people of this country, 
who mufl have looked on fuch a ftep as a decided 
mark of approbation of Genet's infolence ; nor 
could they call home without punifhing him. There- 
fore, at once to preferve the good-will of the Ame- 
ricans and avoid the punifhmcnt of .a man whofe 
condudl they did in reality approve of, they dif- 
miffed him from his employment, and left him qui- 
etly amongft us, where, befides, it was poflible for 
him flill to a6V, though unfeen, as the fhowman 
behind the canvafs gives movement and volubility to 
his puppets*. 

Let it be recolle(5led too, that Genet was dif 
placed by Robeipierre and his crew, and I leave any 
one to determine whether the merciful Robefpierre, 
the very prince of cut-throats, could difapprove of 
the flans of our Long Iflander. The gentle Robe- 
fpierre did indeed fend us word that it pained his hu- 
mane and generous foul ft) think that the Reprefent- 
ative of a great and brave nation ihould fo difobey 
its will ; but we fhould have alkcd this bloody vil- 
lain, what he would have faid, if Genet had fuc- 
ceeded in his " appeal from the Prelident to the 
« people." Genet was difplaced, becaufe he had 
failed, and not becaufe he had attempted our de- 
ftruction. Robeipierre has been aptly termed the 
fcape-goato( the Convention, in France ; and Genet 
may with equal aptnefs be termed Hhtivjcape-goat in 
America. 



* If fomc good foiil would but give us a peep into the dif- 
patches that now and then go over to Long Ifiand, we ftiould, 
perhaps, fee fome more " precious coafeffions." 

. . the 
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The iniurreiSlion in the weftern counties of 
Peniilylvania was undoubtedly a great evil, but 
much good has bccu derived from it. This irifur- 
rettioii was imputtd to the machinations of Great 
Britain ; and as people's cars were ail open to every 
thing, Iiowevcr abftird, that was advanced againft 
that nation, it is not wonderful that many very 
well nieaniug men marched againft the infurgents 
with n full expedlation of finding them under the 
cotumand of the Governor of Upper Canada. This 
was fmning againit conviction certainly ; but what 
errors will rjot men plunge into when blinded by 
prejudice and pricked on by revenge ? Moft people 
were heartily alTiamfd of having been the dupes of 
this trick, lung before the appearance of Citizen 
Fauchet's intercepted letter ; but that truly incliima- 
ble Elfay on bribery and corruption has placed the 
whole matter in a fair light, and, as tlie faying is, 
" clapped the faddle on the right horfe.'* 

Every man who feeks for truth and not for falfe- 
bood, will regret with me, that we are not in pof- 
feffion of the famous No. 2 and No. 6, mentioned 
in Citizen Fauchet's letter, and of the other difpatches 
preceding that letter. Had we the perufal of thcfe 
precious pieces, we might enter into fome detail: 
not having them, we muft content ourfelves with 
proceeding like mathematiciansj from the known to 
the unknown. 

We know that the tame man who was Secretary 
to the firft Jacobin focicty in this country, and who 
afterwards denied his report concerning the " appeal 
*' from the Prefident to the people ;" we know that 
this man is named in the intercepted letter, arnongft 
the three or four who were balancing to decide on ' 
their party, when the overtures for money were made 
to the French Minifter. 

We know that all the leaders in tjie infurrflion, 
as well as their partifans here, were then, and are 

E E 5 now. 
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jiow, the decided fupporters of France in oppofition 
to Great Britain. If we look back to the meetings 
of the infurgent Committees, we Ihall there find the 
tiaraes of two members of the prcfent Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives ; and if we turn to the yeas and nays of 
.that Houfe, we Ihall find them both voting againfl 
the Britifh treaty, and oppofing every mcafureof the 
Federal Government *. 

We know that poor Citizen Fauchet eyprefled his 
fevere regret at the failure of the infurredtion ; and 
fiirely we know that when a man exprcfles his regret 
at the failure of an enterprite, it is certain he wished 
it to fucceed. After having ju ft ified the caufe of the 
infurgenls, and whined out their difcomfit, he fays, 
*• Thus will the Government acquire flability, for one 
" complete fejpon at leaft ! Who knows what will be 
" the limits of this triumph ? Perhaps advantage will 
** be taken of it to obtain fome laws ^ox Jirengthening 
" the Government /" 1 was tempted to throw in an 
alas or two here ; nothing elfe is wanting to ren- 
der the palfage truly pathetic ; as thus : * My dear 

• ma.fier8, in Ipite of my t«cth this Government will 

• Jaft one fejfton longer at leajl! ^/<« .' who knows what 
.* may be the limits of this triumph over our brothers ? 

• Perhaps the Government inay be flrengthened, and 

• then, oh hell ! we fhall never be able to knock 

• it down.' 

Let the reader well remember, that thofe dreadful 
forebodings of Citizen Fauchet are to be found in a 
confidential difpatch, intended for the perufal of the 
Convention only. It is from "documents like this, and 
not from public declarations, that we are to judge of 



* When I faid in the Pirfi Part of the Bent t» Gimkv, that tho 
enemies of Great Britain were invariably the eaeipies of the Fede- 
rat Government, the good demucrati affected to laugh at me ; let 
them deny this now if (bey can. I defy even their impudeace to 
deny t|ie i^St. 

the 
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the difpofitions of a foreign Government. Suppofe, 
/or inftaiice, a letter from the Britifh Mhiiftcr had 
liecn intercepted, containing expreffions of his re- 
gret at the fucceft of the Government in quelling the 
infurrcflion, andjufiifying the condudt of the infur- 
geiits — what would then have been teen ? Need I 
afk this ? Poor man ! The Lord have mercy upon 
him, if he had remained here after the dilcovery. 
Our language is copious, and particularly in terms 
of execration ; but I am miflaken if enough would 
have l)een found. Thofe who talk High-Dutch would 
have had an advantage, as it is faid a man can curfc 
harder in that language than in any other. 

Faiichet was recalled ; and as no miftondutfl was 
imputed to iiini, he went home, you fee. But here 
j3 one circumftance th^l I inuft beg the good reader 
to attend to, and that is, that Citizen Joleph was 
called away after a defeat ^ juft as his renowned pre- 
deccffbr was. As foon as it was known in France, 
that Father Jofcph's fatal difpatch had fallen into the 
hands of the Englilh Miniflry, it was perceived that 
the writer would become odious here ; that he would 
always be fufpciSied by the Government, and that 
his friends would be afraid to trult ihelt firccioui eort- 
fsjftom to his car. Huw kind was it then to recall' 
him, and fend another, whom no mortal man could 
ever think of fufpcfting ? No, certainly not ; it would 
be hard, indeed, to ful'pedt a third. Tlie raoft un- 
fortunate gamblers reckcm with confidence upon a 
good throw QUt of three*. 

The 



* Having ftumbled iiponttie word Gamhltn, it puis me in mind ' 
of the Faro Banisf Gamlitg Tahles and Gambling Lotteritt, inj 
all about two liundred, now in this city. Thefe noblcinftitutiontj 
(vc owe entirely to tlie Ffench ; and wlien we add to thefe the pa« 
gaiiifli calendar, »nd the Age of Reaibn, mult we not blufli to' 
ttiink that thefe generous en tighteners of the world qre ftiJl obliged 
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The third (and I hope the laft) fair trial of the 
ftrength of French influence was the attempt to fct 
afide the Britifli treaty. Here it failed alfo ; but we 
are not to conclude that, becaufe it failed, it never 
was made. For my part, I am confident the trial 
was made, and have not the leafl. doubt that it would 
have fucceeded, had it not been for a difappointment. 
It would be ufelefs to repeat here what has been 
fo often faid refpedling the condudl of poor Mr. 
Kandolph, at the time of the ratification, or, to go 
over all the manoeuvres of the partifans of France, 
from the moment the treaty firfl: arrived in this coun- 
try till the meeting of .Oangrefs. Still lefs ncceflary 
is it to enter into a detailed account of what haa 
pafled fince that time, as it is frefli in every one's 
memory. One faft, however, 1 muft relate here, 
as it is well worthy of attention. 

In the Cenfor for April, it was remarked, that 
*• the petition againft the treaty, faid to be fign- 
" cd by fifteen hundred citizens of Philadel- 
** phia, was carried round for fignatureby a French- 
*• man" To this I have now to add, that in the 
State of New Jerfey, two Frenchmen went about fo- 
liciting fignatures to another petition of the fame 
import. The perfon who was fo obliging as to fur- 
nim this information, 'faw them at a public houfe 
preffing people to fign. He was himfelf prevailed 
on to do fo ; but thinking, upon recbllcdtion, that 
he had done wrong, he returned to the houfe and 
fcratchcd out his name. Would to God that num- 
bers of his countrymen were, as ready to corre(?t 
their errors ! 



to cry out on our ingratltudt t How much better are all thefe 
pretty things than the nafty broad'Cloths and linens we get frorti 
thofe fad dogs the Briiifli | And yet we make a treaty with them ! 
Ofye! *• 

After 
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After having given this fliort iketch of the hiftory 
of French Influence down to the time when, as our 
Paris intelligence flate;!, it was to break out into ac- 
tion, let vs compare that intelligence with the fitua- 
lioii of things on this fide of" the water. A few fen- 
tenccs will fiiffice. 

The fubllance of the Paris intelligence Is this: 
** that certain influential men in America had eu- 
'* tered into a negotiation with the French Gwcrn- 
*• ment, the refult of which was, France was to 
*' oblige the Executive of the United States to aban- 
*' don the treaty witli Great Britain, by threatening 
*' it with a war in cafe of refulal ; but that this 
** projcffV, the writer believed to be laid afidc on the 
f' i^l/i q/ Fehuary:' On the 24th ot" March, Mr. 
Liviiigftoii's motion pafled by a majority of i-u-ffiiy- 
jlve. This was only 38 days after France had given 
up the projeft. On the 28th of April, 35 days 
later, this frightful majority changed iulo a utinontjj 
and the treaty pafled very quietly. This was 63 days 
after France had given up the projcft. So that it is 
pofliblc that this might be known when the latter 
vote was taken, and not when the former one was. 

I by no means pretend to fay, that any unfavour- 
able news from France had an influence on thefe 
votes; on the contrary, I am, alas ! (as Citizen Fau- 
chct fays) too well convinced of the purity of the 
Oppofition, to fuppofe that they, or any of them, 
could be the " itifiumtial men''' hinted at in the ex- 
trad:. No, no ; God forbid I Ihould think any fuch 
thing. Mercy on us all ! they, poor men, changed 
their votes becaufe their conftituents changed their 
notes. It is thefe couflituents who are to blame 
then, and, of courfc, the " infuential r/iefi" are to 
be found among them. Now conftituents are every 
body, and every body is nobody ; and thus you fee, 
reader, we 9II of us draw ourlislves decently out of 
the fcrape, 

Letter 
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hctter from Governor Shelby, /o Oliver Woi.- 

COTT, Secretary of the Treajury. 
Sir, 
I have been informed, that in a letter addrcflcd by j 
you during the la ft leflion of Congrefs to the Chair- 
man of a Committee of the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
lives, you ftated, *' that for want of a difhidt attor- 
ney in Kentucky, no duties could becolledtcd ; thatj 
j-the Governor himfelf refufed to pay ; and that theJ 
people fhcltered themfclves under hisi example. For] 
the fat is Hi ft ion of the public, I ihall flale a izw fa^s-j 
concerning this butinefs : I rented out my ditVdlery; 
in Anguft, 1792 \ previous to which, no application 
held been made to nic by anyexcife oiliccr to meafurc 
my flills, or to take an entry of them ; I continued 
to rent out my flills from that time until the latter end 



of the 



year 1793, 



and the tenants 



gave 



me 



their 



Iwnds to keep me indemnified from any demands 
that might be made on ine for the excife during that 
period. I then took them again into my poffeffion,' 
qnd commenced working of them in January, 1 794. 
About the month ©f April following, I was applied'] 
to by an cxcife officer (fortlie lirft time) for the dutiea , 
of tliatycar. 1 informed him of the time I had take^^.| 
mydillillery intopofieffion, ^nd that I did not con- 
ceive any duties could then be due from llie time ~ 
had commenced working my dillillcry ; which be ap-i 
peared fatisfied with. He removed ihorlly aftcrwardsj 
out of the country, and there was not (lo my knovir- 1 
ledge) an excife officer in it until ab:)iit the month of*" 
January or February, 1795. I was llu-n called upon 
to make an entry of my llills from June, 1 794, whichj 
I did immediately: After I had done this, the officer 
atkrd mc if I would pay the arrearajroi. I told hini*; 
I did-not know whether the law required it of me, 
that 1 wonld fake counfel on the fubj.-ft ; and that if 
I found the law did require it of mc, that I 
would pay them on the firft application, other- 
a wife 
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wUe I would not. He iUid he was not bound to call 
a fecond time to demand them : I told Inm if he did 
not choofc to do lb, he might execute his duty im- 
mediately, and take my property. This he did not do, 
but went away. 1 was ftiortly afterwards advifed 
ihat the law would not compel me to pay the arrear- 
ages ; but when the duties frara June, 1 794, to June, 
1 795, became due, I counted out and laid by Itfelf thflrl 
amount of what waa due tVom me for that period^l 
that the officer, when he called again, might haveoo^' 
cafion to (lay as Ihort a time as polHblein my houfe. 
No application of any kind has fiiice that time been> 
made to me by any excife officer ; and I found upor 
inquiry that 1 could not procure a permit to remove 
whiflcey which I had diitilled between June, 1794, 
and June, 1795. owing 10 the want of an officer in 
the county. 1 have very lately been obliged to apply 
perfonally to the officer who is at this time adlingin 
the county, to receive the taxes due from me for that 
period, and from June, 1 795, to June, 1796. 

From this flatemcnt of fa£ls, the public will find 
that your aflcrtiou, as far as it concerns me, is falfc ; 
and I believe it to be equally groundlefs, as far as it 
concerns thcdirtiUers in general within this State. I 
have no doubt but that it will be found, upon an im- 
partial inquiry, that the diftillers have paid conlider- 
able fums on account of the excife ; and that it has 
been owing to the negleiSl or milconduft of the offi- 
cers of Government, that the duties have not been 
univcrtally coUedted from June, 1794. 

It is a matter of indifference to me whether you 
fabricated your falfe flatement yourlelf, or received 
it from others : having made it, you are refponfiblc 
for the truth of it ; but as the diftance between us 
renders a perfonal application to you impradticable, 
I ftiall upon this, and all future occalions, where 
you may uie vfiy name improperl)', take the liberty 

of 
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of afluring you, in this public manner, that I dcfpife 
you mofi: heartily. 

Isaac Shelby. 



To Isaac Shelby, late Governor of Kentucky. 

Sir, 
Having very unexpcAedly met with a publication 
of yours addreiTed to Oliver Wolcott, I could not 
avoid reading it, becaufe I like to know whatever is 
ikid to or of public officers in high Hatipn ; efpeci- 
aHy by one who has been, or is himielf in office. I 
found it was intended to refute a charge, which you 
fty was made againft you, of having refufed to fay 
the excife. Judge then with what regret, as a friend 
of yours, I perceived, that your own words furnifh 
the fulleft evidence of your guilt. My dear Sir, I 
vrould have you confider (and I wifh I had been by 
you to have faid it, before you thus commilted your- 
iclf), ihat the public, for whofe fatisfa<51;ion you were 
io good as to write,, is made up, as relative to your- 
iel^ of two forts of people, that is to fay, friends and 
foes ; and that while you fhould cautioufly avoid 
■ furnilhing matter of fcandal to the latter, you ihould 
be no lefs careful not to render your defence too dif- 
ficult for' the former. In the prefent cafe. Sir, the 
■weight of this obfervation is felt with different kinds^ 
but equal degrees of fenfibility on both fides ; there 
being much fubjeft of ridicule or flander, while 
there is but little ground for defence. Yox example — 
Had you faid. That as for what Oliver Wolcott has 
faid of me, it is a damned lie ! and I defpife him, 
whether he made it or not ; and added nothing more, 
your enemies could only have faid, that you were an 
mconfiderate, vulgar blackguard, which you know 
would have been true enough. But then your friends, 
admitting that, would have believed you, and all to 
a man would have flood up for your credibility. But, 

alas! 
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alaa ! what ant they now to think, what can they 
fey, when j'ou Hate, as a part of the charge againft 
you (and die material part), *' That the Govemot 
himfelf refufed to pay ?" and in another place admit, 
that, when required to pay, you declined? — a modcft 
word for refu/eJ, to be fure. You wanted counfel — 
if the law required it, you would pay ; other wile you 
would not. You took countel — you were advifed 
not to pay, and you did not pay. Now what were 
you charged vvilh ? That you refufed to pay. — What 
have you admitted ? That you refufed to pay.— What 
have the people done ? Refufed to pay. They too 
had legal advice ! Yet you tell Mr. Wolcott that 
the charge is falfc. You rauft perceive, Sir, from all 
this, that it is as difficult to defend your reputation 
for veracity, as it is to prove you a poHte gentleman. 
Indeed, Sir, permit me to add, and be allured that 
I do it with much reludtancc, that your friends, driven 
to defpair, find themfelves obliged to abandon you in 
both points to the pity or contempt of your enemies. 
Yet, Sir, there are other points in your cafe, which 
intercfl them extremely, and upon which they pro- 
mife to beftow their belt endeavours, being fully im- 
preiVcd with the truth of an obfervation, that there 
are but lew charadtcra wholly dcflitule of merit, or 
any caufe lb bad, as not to furnifh fome favourable 
topics. 

You, Sir, have alTumed as a part of the charge, 
'* that the peop'e fliellered themfelves under your ex- 
ample ;" and iliis you deny. Now, Sir, how much 
better it would have been, had you pafTcd this part of 
the I'ubjedl over in filcnce ! For you know tliat the 
people did refufe to pay ; but this, it is admitted, you 
do not mean to deny. You deny only, " that they 
(heltered themfelves under your example ;" and ad-, 
mitting, alfo, that you were fo infigniiicant in com- 
mon ctlimation, as to render your example of no in- 
fluence ; yet I find it impoffible, with all my inge- 
3 nuity. 
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nuity, to defend yovrr confeflion of the fa£l, frotfl ' 
the imputation of wcaknefs, or to reconcile it to 
that love of notice and dillindllon, which is but too 
obvious to be denied, even in your addrefs to Mr. 
Wolcott. 

Again, Sir, it is faid, that j'our fiatcmcnt of faft* ^ 
is partial and unconnected ; from whence is inferred 
your want of honefty toward that public for whofe^ 
fatisfacRion you profcfs to make it. You may be fur© I 
that I demanded vvith promptitude an infiance thatj 
could give rife to fo grols a calumny as I then thought] 
it. For, however irritable, imprudent, rafh, or rude, 
you may be, I could have vouched againll ihc world 
ifor your candour. What then mufl. have been my 
Iconfufion, when it was remarked, that you had taken 
[particular notice that no officer had called on you 
I to meafure or take entry of your flills, as an apolojxjr 
for not paying within a period, which the law made 
it the duty of the diftiljcr to call at an office and 
make entry of his ftills ? Now, Sir, did you, while 
the law required it of you, as the owner of Hills, 
make lawful entry at the office ? If you did, you 
' fhould have faid lb. If jou did not, then why do 
you repxefent that the officer did not do what you 
fhould have done ? 

Sir, there are many other' obfervations made on 
your letter, which the compafs I have prcfcribcd to 
myfelf will not permit me to notice : at the fame 
lime, there are others which are too flagrant to ef- 
capc attention. I have not a word to fay about the 
conduft of the officers of cxcife, not even for Mr. 
Wolcott ; I leave that to themfelves and their betters, 
any further than I think you concerned. 

You fay, *• it is a matter of indifference to you 
whether Mr. Wolcott fabricated his falfehood, or re- 
ceived it from others" — that he was equally refponti- 
ble; and that as you could not tee him perfonally, 
you would tell him publicly, that you defpifed him 

moft 
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mofi licartilj' — that is as much as you could. Now, 
for fliame ! what a grofs idea you prefent us of your 
nioralitj' ! What ! make no difference between a 
man's fabricating a falfehood, and hts tranfmitting 
information in the line of his duty, which he might 
have recL-lvcd with evidences of truth fufficient t» 
induce his belief ! Is it. Sir, owing to this want of 
difcrimi nation in moral fubje6ls, that you fo little re- 
gard what you write yourfelf ? And do you believe 
that thr public will as readily excufe you for a falfe- 
hood of your own making, as if you barely reported 
what you had heard and believed ? If you do, then 
we can ditcern your confiftency. If you do not, 
then learn to judge as you would be judged. 

Having, Sir, thus gone over the mod embarraffing 
parts of your publication, and incidentally noticed 
fuch obtervatioiis as have occurred, 1 find myleJf 
much relieved by the profpedt of ground much more 
tenable, and which I fhall now make hafle to 
occupy. 

[t is this, Sir, that, although you have decl'mej, that 
is, iffufcd to pay the excite, previous to June, 1794, 
you have entered your ftills from that time, and arc 
now dilpofed to pay. Nay, fo anxious have you been 
lo pay, that lately you called on the officer for that 
purpofe. Now what can you fay, you vile calumni> 
alors ! again ft Governor Shelby ? Dare you alk if 
he entered his ftills before the infurredlion in the 
wefrcrn parts of Pennfylvania ,was quelled ? He 
tells you he entered them in 1795. Dare you alk, 
wtien he psiid the firft excife ? He tells you that he 
lately oftcrcd to pay it. Was this after he was told 
what Mr, Wolcott had faid of him ? Hufli your 
impertinence ! Was Governor Stielby a friend Xa 
the democratic focieties ? Did he countenance the 
proje(it of Genet, to raife an armed force in Ken- 
tucky ? Let him alone ! he is on the ftool of re- 
pentance. Don't you perceive how much afhamed 

he 



I 







4J2 POLITICAL CENSOR, No. IV. 

he is of hia former condudV, and how he labours to 
cxcufe it ? Have you not already affu ranees of his 
reformation ? Do you not difcern in him the 
timid finner who has not virtue enough to avoid 
a crime — nor effrontery fufficient to avow it ? 
Let him alone ! there is an attorney appointed to 
that diflrift ; and fo long as he can be made to fear 
the lafh of the law, the United States may count 
with certainty upon his fidelity. 

And now, Sir, if 1 liave written as much to the 
public as yourfelf, I have your example for fo doing, 
which, if not my pride, mufl; be my apology *. 

A. B. 



*rhe Author'' s Complaint . — The following complaint 
is taken from Brown's Gazette. *' The author" ij 
a hair-dreller, named Murdock, who (poor man !) 
dreamt, in evil hour, that he was born a poet. Of 
his play it may be truly faid, that it is the moft 
abominable nonfenfe (hat ever iffued from the IkuU 
of a coxcomb, a rejnihlkan coxcomb, who is always 
ten degrees more foolifh than coxcombs of any 
other Ipecics. But, to the complaint, 

"Mr. Brown, Knowing that a great number of 
citizens are daily expc6ling to hear ' The Triumphs 
of Love, or Happy Reconciliation,' announced for 
performance, it is rcquillte they fhould be informed 
how that piece is fituatcd by a fair recital of faifts. 

" Occalionally vifiting the theatre, I was at times 
much dilgullcd to fee and hear pieces performed 
fo foreign to the circuniflances of a republican people^ 
which excited me, at my hifure moments, to throw my 
idt'iis into a irain^ to produce a drama, which would 




* This letter is now fird pubtithed (in the Porcupine's Works), 
from the manufcript which was hinded to roe juft after ShelbyV 
letter appeared in ihe public papers of Philadelphia. 



be 
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he confonant to the ears of Amertcatis. Upon ac- 
complilliing a piece, and aware of \\\cfoihle of hu~ 
mm nature oi being too partial to what originates 
with ourfelves, I put it for peruTal luto the hands of 
feveral perrons, mo ft of whom I knew to be judges 
ff that peculiar fpecles of wriiing. It was relumed 
with hi^k eticommms. I was requelled by them to 
fubmit it to the managers of the New Theatre. E 
purfued ihcir advice ; it lay with them ibme weeks — 
they finally rejecled ii. I informed the gentlemen of 
their decilion ; tney were tioi a little firfrifed, and 
exprelfed themfclvcs in terms o( indignation : there 
matters reftcd — the piece was thrown a tide, to fleep, 
as I fuppole, the fleep of death. The Jlozver was l)ont, 
and born, as I expected, to Iduf^ imficn for ever from. 
public view ; but upon the opening the New The- 
atre on the enfuing leafon, I was again requetled by 
the alluded to friends of the piece, to prefent it 
once more to the managers. I replied, it was in vain ; 
comparatively fpeakmg, it would be like oppofing a 
ftather to a flrong north-wejler, I told them I thought 
I difcovered a confirmed temper in the managers to 
trample upon native produdioru ; they withed me to 
give it up to them, and leave it to thar management : 
I accordingly did. They waited upon the managers 
vi'ith it^ — ^were promifed by them to pay it due alten- 
tion. It remained with them a length of time with- 
out receiving a diredt anfwer, though they were fre- 
quently importuned to give one, or return the play. 
At laft, beyond the eleventh hour, it was Jhoved 
into the world mofl: unmercifully diflevStcd, by what 
was called by the managers " necefl'ary expung- 
ing*," yet, notwithfianding its mutilated fiate, it 
v^'as received with the flrongefl marks of approbiilton^ 
by one of the mod: relpedable audiences the iimife 
ever contained. That, and the flattering compliment i 
I had paid me the nest day, joined ivith the defirc 

TOL. III. JF f of 
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of roany to have it printed, induted me to have it 
piiblifhed : hy Jo doing I am out of pocket. Some 
time agone I lent the managers 'Afccoud compofit'ion—^ 
a farce, in two acls. 1 informed them how I was 
circumflanced with refpedt to the firfl, and obferv- 
cd, if they played' the two in concert, v^ith fpirit, 
there was no doubt, that, in all human probability, 
they would have an overflowing houje, and would 
give a ftart to the /ale of my tirfl piece : but they 
were not difpofed to perform either. The reafons 
given were not fupported by' the moft forcible ar- 
guments. 

I fhall conchide, by aflerting to the managers, in 
the full face of the public, that the Triumphs of 
Love, or Happy Reconciliation, with the imperfec- 
tions which they or thofe who influence them, may 
charge it with, as it was well received in the firft in- 
flancc, has an undoubted right of taking its place 
or chance in the early part of this feafon with other 



pieces *. 



The Author. 



The following is the letter received by the Com- 
mittee of Congrefs appointed to inquire into the 
litiiation of the fon of General La Fayette : 
" Ramapagh, New-Jeifey, March 28, 1796. 
[translation.] 

" Sir, I have juft received the horourable refo- 
lution, which the merits of my father have procured 
for me. Deign to exprefs to the Reprcfcntatives of 
the people of America his gratitude : my youth for- 
bids me yet to fpeak of mine. Every day recalls to 



* In fpite of all this, the poor barber's play, which, iiiciec!ib!e 
as it may feem, was worfe than, the worft of Reyiioldi's or More- 
Ion's, was condemned to evcrlafting obfcurity. 

» me 
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me what he taught me, at every period of his life, 
fo full of viciilitiidc, and what lie has repeated i a a 
letter, writien from the depth of his prifon : ' I am 
convinced (he lavs\ that the goodnefs of the United 
Slates, and the tenderncts of my paternal frieud, 
will need nothing to excite them.' 

*' Arrived in America, fome months fince, I live 
in the country, in Ncw-Jcrfcy, occupied in the piir- 
fuits of my education. I have no wants ; it I had 
felt any, I ihould have anfvvercd to the paternal lo- 
licitude of the Prelident of the United States, cilhtT 
by confiding them to him, or hy accepting his oftersw 
I fJiall hereafter confider it a duty to impart them 
to the Houfe of Reprefentatives, which deigns to 
in<juire into my fituation. 

" I am as happy as a continual inquietude relative 
to theobjccf of my lirlt afFe6tions will permit. 1 have 
found benevolence wherever I have been known, 
and have often had the fatisfaflion of hearing thofe 
who were ignorant of my connexions, fpeak ot their 
intereft in the fate of my father, exprefs their admi- 
ration of, and partake the gratitude I feel for the 
generous Dr. Bullman, who has done lb much to 
break his chains. 

" It is amid all thefe motives of emulation, that 
I fhall continue my fiudies ; every day more con- 
vinced of the duties which are impoted by the good- 
nefs of Congreis, and tlie names 1 have tlie honour 
io bear, 

" Geo. Washington Motier La Fayette. 
*' The Hon. Eihvard Livingjhn, 
*' Chiitrman, &V." 

I have no ohj(*i51ion to this young fprlg of rchel- 
lioii being tupporled by the IVhigs of Am* rira ; ihey 
were weak, and wicked enough to employ Ihe tatlu r, 
end tliey ought to have the charge of tiipparliiig ttio 
cliildren entailed upon tliem unto tlie liiird and 
ftourth generation ; but I fee no realbn why llmie 
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wlio never accepted of the fervices of the father, 
ihould be compelled to pay towards the maintenance 
of the fon. Why fhould the honeft and peaceable 
part of the people of America be taxed for the pur- 
pofe of giving a fplendid eftablilTimcnt to a French 
boy ? If Livingllon and others of the fame 0amp 
have fuch a regard for Fayette as they pretend to 
have, let them put their hands in their own pockets» 
and not rob the farmers of America, who neither 
know nor care any thing about the defcendants of 
the wretch that betrayed his king, and plunged his 
country into miicry. That generofity is very cheap, 
which is gratified by giving away the money of 
others, Tliere is, indeed, an apology for Ned Li- 
vingfton, who might probably put his hand in his 
pocket, twice before he would find a dollar ; but let 
him then fiipprefs his generous feelings, till his own 
debts are paid, and not fquander away the money of 
the public. 

Befides, if the public money is to be beftowed on 
thole who rendered fervice to the caufe of the re- 
bellion, why are not the poor Irifli and Americans to 
have fome fmall fhare of it ? How many hundreds 
and thoufands of the poor fellows who fought for 
" tiberty" have now the mortification to come beg- 
ging in vain for a trifling relief from the men for 
whofe exaltation they were flupid enough to fa- 
crifice their time, their property, their health, and 
their limbs ? There are hundreds, who were com~ 
mi0meJ ojficers even, during the whole of the rebel- 
lion, and who are now in raifery the mofi complete. 
As an infiance of this kind, I here infert the copy of 
a begging petition, which a moft miferable-looking 
crcitture prefented at my door about i\y,. weeks ago. 



T<y 



MAY, 1796. 

« To Thomas M'Kmn, F/q. Dodor ofLmvs, and Chief 

" Jnftice of ihe Commamveatlb of Pemtfy/vunltt. 

" The humble petition of John Lochman, fur- 
" {reon, during the late war, in the army of the 
" United States, humbly ilioweth, that your pe- 
" titioncr, having almoll lofl tlie ufe of his limbs, 
" by the exertions which he made, and the hard- 
" fhips which he fufFered in the glorious caufe of H- 
'* berty and indepenJence i and being now poor and 
" pennylcft, having had his bed ibid from undec 
** him, and his aged wife, &c. &c. &c." 

Then followed this certificate ; 

" We do certify, that we have long known the 
*' above John Lochman, and that we know his cafe 
" to be what it is flated in his petition. 

(Signed) " Robert Harris. 

'* John Steel. 
" Henry HoRNBERGER." 

*• / do not fee why charilabk ferfom may 7wt cmlri~ 
*' hut& to the Jiif fort of the above John Lochman, and 
" 1 have given him a dollar > (4J, T^d. fierling.) 

(Signed) " Thomas M'Kean." 

<« Philadelphia, 
'• 24/A Ociohr, 1794." 

This requires no comment. It is a wholefome 
leflbii to thofe who may in future be tempted to bear 
arms again (1 their lawful fovereign. Had this poor 
roan been a loyaiifl foldier, he would not have been lefl 
to beg his bread in his 0I4 age, and to receive a pitiful 
alms from a little, upflart tyrant, whoie chariij even 
is beftowed in a manner well calculated to kill the 
receiver of it. 



T fliall clofe this Cenfor with recording an account 
of the rejoicings for peace, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, in the year 1783. Afl_er the Reader has gone 
through it, let him recolleil that, on the very tpot 
where the triumphal arch was ere*5ted, and where 
9 Loui& 
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l.ouis the XVith was thus flattered, even there, at" 
this very moment, the citizens of Philadelphia are 
eiUcrttiiued, amuled, and dcHghted, wiih an exhibi- 
tion of this iarae Louis XVI. fufFering, in eiBg}'-, 
under the axe of the guillotine, which forty tiinLs 
a day fevers his head from his body, amidft the ap- 
plauding fhouts of thofe who crawled to him like 
fpaniels in the year 1783 1 A flriking inftance of the 
baienetsand ingratitude of Republicans. 

Vhilaiielfhia. — In j^Jfembly, TuefJay, jyecember 2^3, 
1785, J. M. 

The report of the Committee, read November agtb, relative to 
ihc preparations to be made tor public demonflraticms of joy, was 
read the fecond tifne, and adopted as follows, viz. 

The Cummitiee appuinied to confer with Council concerning 
ihc public demoiifttations of joy it may now be proper to nutho- 
riie in this State, upon the definitive treaty of peace between the 
United States and Great Britain, beg leave lo report, as the joint 
opinion of that Board and your Committee — 

That a triumphal arch be erefted at the upper end of Hiyh or 
Market Street, bttween Sixth ^nA Seventh Streets, to be cmbelliflied 
with illuminated paintings and iuilabic infcriptions ; and tlut fome 
firework* be prepared foi- the occalion. 

That fnch an exhibition, in point of elegance, as well as in re- 
gard to tht roovenicnce and fafety of the Jpeiftators, will prove 
inoli generally acceptable j it being intended there ihould tic no 
other illumioatton in the city ; that thefe prepaiations may be com- 
pleted in three or lour wecVs, and will require, by the mofl exact 
computation they could at prefent make, about five or a: mod fix 
hundred pounds : And therefore, 

Refolvtd, That a fum note'xceeding fix hundred pounds be, and 
is hereby appropriared for the purpoie of enabling the fuprenie 
Executive Council to make piiblic demoniUations of joy upon the 
definitive treaty of peace between the United States and Great 
Bx^tain. 

As thefe demon flrations of joy are prefcribed and regulated by 
tlie direftions and attheexpenfe of the State, it is expected, that 
no perion or pcrftiiis whatever will prefunie, in dtfiance of the 
authority of the Commonwealth, to require or to make any other 
demonilrations of joy upon the occalion, than thole directed and 
authorized as aforffjiid. 
ji Dijctiption of the Triumphal Arch and Us Oniaments. 

The arch is fifty feet and fijt inches wide, and thirty-five feet 
and (ix inches high, exclufive of the baluftrade, whicti is three 
feel and nine inches in height. The arch \i fourteen feet wide in 
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theclear, and each of the fmaller arches nine feet. The pillars are. 

of the Ionic order. The entablature, ali the other parts, and the 

proportions, correfpohd with that older ; and the whole edifice is 

finiflifd in the (lyle of architcdure proper for Aich a building, and 

ufed by the Romans. The pillars are adorned by fpiral feduons of 

flowers in their natural colours. , ' . 

.» The following devices and infcriptions are diftributed in the fe- 

v|ral parts appropriated by the ancients to fuch ornaments. 

" .l.*Over the centre! arcc, the temple of Janus fljut. * . 

Numine favente 

Magnus ab integro fseculorum nafcitur ordo. 

t By the Divine favour 
A great and new order of ages commences. 

II. On the fouth fide of the bahiftrade, a bflftof Louis XVI. 

, Merendo memores facit. 
His merit maiies us remember him. 

III. On the other fide of the baluftrade, a pyramidal cenotaph 
to the memory of thofe brave men who have died fo» their country 
in the late war. 

Ob patriam pugnando vulnera paffi. 
Thefe received their wounds for their country. 

IV. On the fouth fide of the frize, three hlics, the arms of 
Fiance. 

Gloriam fuperant. 
They exceed glory. 

V. On the left of the former, a plough, flieaves of wheat, and 
a (hip under fail, the arms of Pennfylvania. 

Terra fuis contenta bonis. 
A land contented with its own blellings. 

VI. On the left of the preceding, a fun, the device of France, 
— and thirteen ftars, the device of the United States. 

Ccclo fociati. 
Allied in the heavens. 

VII. On the left of the laft, two hands joined, holding branches 
of olive and the caduceus of commerce. 

Concordia gentium. 
The concord of nations. 

VIII. On the fou^h pannel, confederated America leaning upon 
a foldier, military trophies on each fide of them. 

Fides exerciti^s. 
The fidelity of the army. 

IX. On the other pannel, Indians building church^ in the wil« 
dernefs. 

Ponunt ferocia corda. 
Their favage hearts become mild. 

X. On'the dye of the fouth pedellal, a library, with inftruments 
and emblems of arts and fciences. 

Emolliunt more."!. 
Thefe foften manners. XI. 
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